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PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    Date 7-14-19  

Chico P.D. Street Crimes “D” Unit Week seven 

Chico, CA – The Chico Police Department’s Street Crimes D Unit completed its seventh week of operation.  

This week the unit seized more than an ounce and a half of Methamphetamine and another illegally possessed 

firearm during its 13 arrests.  In total, the unit has arrested 114 people *, the majority of which were contacted 

in the East Avenue and Esplanade corridors.  Besides these areas, the unit is still focusing on the Chico parks 

and other areas where the public enjoyment of the city has been affected by quality of life crimes. 

 

Members of the SCU D Unit have been receiving input from citizens that their work in the city has been 

noticed.  Areas where obvious criminal activity and disorderly conduct were visible, have cleaned up and 

become less of a deterrent for citizens to enjoy.  With this in mind, the unit will continue to work hard as there is 

still much work to do.   

 

The mission of this Street Crimes “D” Unit is to impact the street level crime that affects the quality of life in this 

community.  Robbery, burglary, gun and drug offenses, bike and other theft are all examples of the crime this 

team is tasked on addressing.  The team is also focusing on keeping our public spaces safe. 

 

*Last week’s total arrest number was erroneously reported to have been 98 total arrests. The actual number should have 

been 101. 

 

 Below are several examples of arrests made by the Street Crimes D Unit this week: 

 

 

Richard Batham (61 years old from Chico) was arrested for challenging officers and resisting arrest.  Batham is 

new to Chico, having recently arrived here from out of state. 
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Melissa Rawlings (38 years old from Chico) was arrested for possession of Methamphetamine for sales. 

 

  

Andrew Kelley (31 years old from Oroville) was arrested for possession of Methamphetamine and for bringing 

a controlled substance into a jail.  This is Kelley’s second arrest in two weeks by the SCU D Unit. 

 
 

 
 
Derrick Crist (37 years old from Chico) was arrested for an outstanding warrant and Methamphetamine 
possession. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Gabriel Hernandez was arrested for possession of Methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.  This is 
Hernandez’s second arrest in three weeks by the SCU D Team.  In week five, Hernandez was arrested for the 
same charges and an outstanding warrant. 
 

Location: City of Chico       

Supervisor:  T.  Tupper S11     
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