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Full-Scale First Responder Exercise To Occur at Chico High School 

Chico Unified high school campuses will be backdrop for community-wide first responder drills this summer  

 

Chico, CA – Local safety agencies will meet at Chico High School on Thursday, August 1, 2019 for a 

full-scale, first responder drill. 

 

More than 100 professionals from the Chico Police Department, Chico Fire & Rescue, Enloe 

Medical Center, EMS First Responder and Chico Unified School District will unite on the Chico 

High Campus to test emergency response techniques and communication within a school setting. 

Chico Unified School District administrators will be on-site to observe the various simulations and 

assist with information as needed. Drills will run from 7 a.m. – 4 p.m. During this time, campus 

access will be closed to all community members, staff and students. Due to possible traffic controls, 

drivers are advised to avoid the area. 

 

“Emergency scenarios are upsetting to think about, but last year’s Camp Fire reinforces the 

importance of strong partnerships and good communication with our first responders,” expressed 

Superintendent Kelly Staley. “Student and staff safety is always our top priority.  Working and 

training with our community partners will help reinforce roles and enhance communication should 

Chico experience an emergency situation.  Strong, collaborative community partnerships benefit our 

students and staff as we work together to ensure safe schools and a safe Chico community.” 

 

Partnering agencies conducted a similar drill at the Pleasant Valley High School Campus on Monday, 

July 1, 2019. 

 

“Coordination of first responders, and direction of resources, is exceedingly critical when dealing 

with student safety,” said Chief Michael O’Brien. “While it’s our hope to never receive a school site 

call, our goal is to be actively trained and prepared to work with multiple agencies for any emergency 

scenario.” 

 

The first responder drills were planned on the school campuses during summer when students and 

staff were not present. Access to the Chico High School campus will be closed to the entire 

community on Thursday, August 1, 2019. Emergency vehicles will be visible at Chico High School 

on this day. Parents or community members with questions can reach out to the Chico Unified 

School District office at 891-3000, M-TH from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
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