
 

Background: It is the City of Chico’s responsibility to provide the essential public services and facilities that maintain 
and protect our community’s high quality of life. City employees continue to work daily to provide services that 
residents tell us they value most — safe neighborhoods; help in an emergency; improved streets and roads; quality 
parks, open spaces, and recreation venues and necessary social services. Our goal is to keep pace with these service 
needs while also being fiscally responsible, resulting in: “A safe place to raise a family, an ideal location for business, 
and a premier place to live.”   
 
The City of Chico’s infrastructure and services have not kept pace with rapid population growth, particularly over the 
past few years, primarily due to the Camp Fire (2018) and due to economic stressors from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Chico witnessed an unprecedented population surge due to the Camp Fire’s destructive impact on nearby Paradise, 
and revenues have not increased enough to mitigate the impacts of this growth. Measure H provides a way to close 
the budget gap, protect vital City services, and help with COVID-19 economic impacts.  
 
Measure H DEFINED: Measure H is a ballot measure on the November 8th General Election ballot for City of Chico 
voters. Measure H seeks voter approval to authorize a one (1) percent sales tax to support vital City services. A “YES 
vote” approves the City’s proposal; a “NO vote” rejects the proposal.  

Measure H Ballot Question: To support vital City services including: maintaining/repairing streets, storm drains, 
sidewalks, and fixing potholes; addressing homelessness; protecting 911 emergency response times; preserving the 
number of on-duty police officers and fire fighters; maintaining/improving Bidwell Park, neighborhood parks, and 
funding other general services and essential activity; shall an ordinance establishing a 1 percent sales tax, providing 
approximately $24,000,000 annually until ended by voters, subject to annual audits, with all funds staying local, be 
adopted? 

Measure H Summary – Measure H may provide funding for City services, such as: 
• PUBLIC SAFETY: Maintain neighborhood police patrols, protect 911 emergency response times, preserve 

the numbers of on-duty firefighters and police officers, and maintain emergency and disaster 
preparedness.  

• ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS: Provide options to address homelessness in Chico.  
• ROAD MAINTENANCE: Fix potholes and repair/rebuild City streets and sidewalks.  
• PARKS: Maintain and improve Bidwell Park, neighborhood parks, and trees throughout Chico.  
• CONSERVATION: Repair and maintain storm drains, make energy and water conservation upgrades to City 

of Chico facilities, and create a sustainable future for generations to come.  
• ECONOMIC VIBRANCY: Support small businesses and attract new businesses, jobs, and economic activity.  

 
Taxpayer Safeguards: 

• All funds generated by Measure H will be for the City of Chico to provide general services. 
• Mandatory financial audits and annual public reports to ensure funds are spent properly.  

Basic necessities like groceries and prescription medications won’t be taxed. 
 
For more information: Visit our website at: https://chico.ca.us/pod/better-chico-join-conversation OR contact 
betterchico@Chicoca.gov.  
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