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PRESS RELEASE 

**UPDATE** 

Missing Adult Hiker in Upper Bidwell Park 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date: September 17, 2019                                                                                     

 

On 9-16-19 at 5:15pm, a caller reported his friend, Nicholas Smith (31), missing.  The caller reported 
Smith had called to advise he was in the Upper Bidwell Park area and was possibly lost.  The Chico 
Police Department immediately started a search for Smith and located his vehicle in Upper Bidwell 
Park.  Attempts were made to contact Smith via his cellular telephone, but it appeared the phone was 
unreachable.   
 
A coordinated search and rescue effort was started under a unified command with Chico Police, Chico 
Fire & Rescue, and the Butte County Search and Rescue Team.  A search effort was conducted late 
into the early morning hours, but was called off until further personnel could assist with specialized 
equipment.   
 
At approximately 5:00am the search efforts were again started, using the Butte County Sheriff’s 
Department helicopter along with specialized search and rescue equipment.  As of this release, Smith 
has not been located and his cellular phone is still unreachable.  The unified command of the incident 
is still in place, with the Chico Police Department being the primary investigating agency over the 
incident. 
 
If anyone has had any contact with Nicholas Smith since this incident was initiated, we are asking you 
to call the Chico Police Department 897-4900. 
 
**UPDATE** On 9-17-19 at 5:00am, search and rescue efforts were again started for missing hiker, 
Nicholas Smith (31).  Personnel from the Butte County Search and Rescue, Chico Fire and Rescue 
along with the Chico Police Department were on-scene in Upper Bidwell Park as a unified command 
effort.  During the process of deploying search and rescue operations, Nicholas Smith was located 
approximately one half mile east of monkey face.  Smith was found to be in good health.  A Butte 
County Sheriff’s helicopter was used to bring Smith back to the command post where he was reunited 
with his family and friends after a medical check by on scene medical staff. 
 
The Chico Police Department would like to thank everyone involved in this successful operation to 
locate Smith.  As a reminder, please always plan for hiking trips in Upper Bidwell Park by notifying a 
family member or friend of your intentions.  Take plenty of water and food along with a fully charged 
cellular telephone and if possible, always hike in pairs.  The City of Chico invites everyone to enjoy our 
beautiful park system and to do so safely. 
 

http://www.chico.ca.us/


 
Case: 19-6858 
 
Location: Upper Bidwell Park, Chico CA  
 
Date/Time: 9-16-19 
 
Missing Person: Nicholas Smith (31)  
 
Watch Commander: Billy Aldridge, Commander 
 

The Chico Police Department is committed to ensuring our community is a safe place to live, work, and recreate within! 

 


