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Title  
Assault with a Deadly Weapon Vehicle Pursuit 

Chico, CA 

On September 9th, 2019 at approximately 1:19 pm, Chico Police Officers were dispatched to the Chico Mall on a report of 

a suspicious circumstance. It was reported that a male subject had approached the reporting party and told him that his 

girlfriend was just kidnapped by a person driving a stolen white Toyota. The reporting party in this call advised that the 

subject, later identified as Nathan Lowe was driving a maroon pickup truck and had left the scene. Approximately 20 

minutes later, Chico Police Dispatch received a call of an accident with unknown injuries in the area of Highway 32 and 

Bruce Road. The reporting party in this call advised that a driver of a maroon pickup truck intentionally rammed her 

vehicle and that the driver, later identified as Nathanial Lowe, claimed she had kidnapped his girlfriend. The victim did not 

suffer serious injuries, nor did she have anything to do with an alleged kidnapping. 

 

The Victim described Lowe as driving a maroon Chevy pickup truck with debris in the bed of the truck. During the area 

check, officers located Lowe driving in the area of Highway 32 and Forest Avenue. Officers attempted to affect a traffic 

stop; however, Lowe failed to stop and led Chico Police officers on an approximate 6 miles pursuit through the city streets. 

During the pursuit, Little Chico Creek Elementary, Hank Marsh Junior High, and Parkview Elementary School were placed 

on a precautionary lockdown.     

 

Due to Lowe’s complete disregard for public safety, and with Lowe showing propensity of violence after striking an 

innocent victim with his vehicle, officers used legal intervention on Lowe and his vehicle near Wittmeier Auto Center. 

Lowe’s vehicle was immobilized, and he was taken into custody without incident. Lowe was taken to Enloe Hospital for 

medical clearance and while at the hospital he tried to escape. Lowe was medically cleared and ultimately booked into the 

Butte County Jail for violation of Assault with a Deadly Weapon, Felony Reckless Evading in a Vehicle and Resisting 

Arrest.     

 

When initiating pursuits, officers with the Chico Police Department take into consideration a multitude of factors when 

determining to continue or cancel pursuits. Factors such as the public safety, reason for the action, speed, time, known 

suspect, whether conditions, officer’s ability, and type of crime committe are examined and critiqued.  Vehicle pursuits are 

inherently dangerous, and we continuously monitor whether pursuing a vehicle outweighs the safety of the public. In this 

case, officers and supervisors determined it was appropriate to continue the pursuit.  
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Location: Highway 32 and Bruce Road 

Date/Time: September 9th, 2019 at 1:44 pm 

Supervisor: Sgt. Nick Bauer #S-19 

Watch Commander: Commander Mike Williams C-9 

 

 

 

Nathaniel Lowe  

(43-Year Old Chico Resident) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


