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PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                         

 

Burglary and Sexual Battery Arrest 

 

Date:  08/18/19 

 

Chico, CA –  

 

On August 16th, 2019 the Chico Police Department responded to the report of a prowler in the 1000 

block of Columbus Avenue, Chico.  Responding Officers learned an unknown suspect had entered the 

victim’s apartment (18-year old female) and began touching her in a sexual manner while she was 

sleeping.  The suspect fled when the victim awoke to the unwelcomed sexual touching.  Following the 

assault, the suspect attempted to enter several additional residences nearby as he fled the area.   

 

An extensive search of the area was conducted, but officers were unsuccessful in locating the suspect.  

Several officers remained in the area with hopes the suspect could still be located.  Their patience paid 

off when a subject matching the description of the suspect was observed walking in the area where the 

initial assault occurred.   

 

The subject was detained and later identified as 22 year-old Martin Morales.  Morales was then 

positively identified by the victim and witnesses as the perpetrator.  Further investigation revealed 

Morales was a stranger to the victim and it appears he entered the apartment through an unlocked front 

door. 

 

Morales was booked into the Butte County Jail on several felony charges to include sexual battery and 

residential burglary.     

 

The Chico Police Department would like to take this opportunity to commend the citizen’s involved in 

this incident for their willingness to partner with law enforcement.  It was a direct result of the information 

provided by the involved parties that led to the apprehension of Morales.  The Chico Police Department 

encourages citizen’s to increase their safety and security by locking their windows and doors whenever 

possible. 
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Location: 1000 block of Columbus Avenue, Chico CA. 

Date/Time:  08/16/19, appx 0311 hours 

Suspect:  Martin Morales, 22-years-old  

Victim:  Confidential 

Supervisor:  Sergeant Schmid 

Watch Commander:   Commander Struthers 
 

 

 

  

Martin Morales:  BOOKING PHOTO 8/16/19 


