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PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

                                                  Prowler in North Chico Apprehended 

 

Chico, CA – On July 11th 2019 at about 4:33 p.m. Chico Police Officers were dispatched to the area of Jillian 

Ln., on a report of a prowler who had just broken through a neighbor’s fence and who had to be chased away 

from the backyard of a residence.  

 

One of the responding Officers was conducting an area check looking for the prowler and saw an individual, 

matching that description, walk into the Center for Spiritual Living on Hillary Lane.  Several people were inside 

of the Center at that time. A perimeter was set around the building and orders were given to the subject to come 

out. After a while of ordering the man to come out, and with no response, Officers entered the building and 

conducted a search for the male.  

 

He was found inside the building hiding in a bathroom hoping officers wouldn't find him. Unfortunately for him 

K-9 Officer Odin was on scene and alerted Officers to the man’s presence.  The suspect was identified as 45-

year-old Victor PETKUS.  He was determined to have an outstanding warrant for violating conditions of his 

Post Release Community Supervision.  

 

Because PETKUS refused to come out, and due to the size of the building, 7 of the 8 Officers on duty were 

committed to this call for nearly an hour. This meant we were unable to assist others for a significant amount of 

time. For this, PETKUS was additionally charged with Delaying a Peace Officer.  

 

K9 Odin is one of the newer K9 Officers of the Chico Police Department. As this incident demonstrates, the 

K9’s keen sense of smell mitigates some of the danger of police work. They are a valued asset to Officers and 

the Department. K9 Officer Odin has been serving the City of Chico since April 1st and this is his first 

apprehension of a suspect.   

 

Location: 14 Hillary Ln. Chico 

Date/Time: 7/11/19     4:33pm 

Victim:  Witheld 

Suspect:  Victor PETKUS,  45 yrs. 

Supervisor: Sgt. Omar Peña        Watch Commander: Cmdr. Mike Rodden 

http://www.chico.ca.us/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Victor PETKUS 


