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CITY OF CHICO
REGULAR CHICO AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING - April 24, 2012

Minutes

1. REGULAR AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING 

1.1. Call to Order- Chair Nathan called the April 24, 2012, regular Airport Commission Meeting to order
at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber.

        Present: Koch, Michels, Muller, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan
         Absent: None 

2. CONSENT AGENDA

A motion was made by Koch and seconded by Mueller to approve the Consent Agenda, as read.
         
        The motion carried by the following vote:
                     

AYES: Koch, Michels, Mueller, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan
NOES: None

2.1. APPROVED MINUTES OF AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING 

Approved - minutes of the Airport Commission meeting held on 01/31/12.
             
3. NOTICE PUBLIC HEARINGS - None.

4. REGULAR AGENDA

4.1. MINUTE ORDER AUTHORIZATION FOR THE AIRPORT MANAGER TO EXECUTE A LEASE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY, CHICO MUNICIPAL AIRPORT, 747 FORTRESS STREET
(CITY OF CHICO/PRO2PRO MACHINING SERVICES, LLC) AND RELATED DOCUMENTS AS
APPLICABLE

Approved - minute order authorizing the Airport Manager to execute a lease of property at the
Chico Municipal Airport for the 747 Fortress Street facilities in accordance with the terms set out in
the Minute Order.  (Report – Debbie Collins, Management Analyst)

Recommendation - The Airport Manager recommended approval of the Minute Order.

Commissioner Mueller recused himself from this item due to a possible conflict of interest resulting
from his hiring of Pro2Pro to perform some work for him. 

A motion was made by Koch and seconded by Nolan-Gosling to approve the Minute Order.

The motion carried by the following vote:
                     
AYES: Koch, Michels, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan
NOES: None
ABSTAINED: Mueller
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5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR - None

6. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION 
  
6.1. Work Plan Ad Hoc Committee Reports

Air Service Development and Terminal Re-purposing Committee (Report - Commissioners
Koch and Nathan)

The Committee met with Larry Lane of Kingdom Catalyst, Matt York of Videomaker Magazine,
and Christian Friedland of Build.com who are local business people with an interest in assisting
the Committee in the pursuit of additional air service. The consensus is that a LAX route would be
most desirable and that the existing air carrier, United Airlines, would be the most logical carrier to
approach first.

Christian Friedland, Founder and President of Build.com, addressed the Commission and shared
that at the local Economic Summit there were discussions on what can be done to increase
economic activity and it was identified that the quality of air service, and the general ingress and
egress to and from Chico, are factors that limit Chico’s economic growth. He asked what reasons
air carriers have given in the past for not considering Chico for additional service. Airport Manager
Burkland explained that at the time the last presentations were made to the air carriers the City
had $600,000 in incentives to offer them but they were not interested. SkyWest attributed their
lack of interest to a lack of aircraft, United believed Chico was to close to Sacramento, and
Horizon, although interested, had just started service in Santa Rosa and wanted to see if it was
successful but then the recession hit and Horizon discontinued service from Redding. However,
now is a good time to approach the airlines and having a group of local CEOs involved may get
their interest.

Matt York from Videomaker addressed the Commission and explained that the contingency
interested in air service development consists of about eight CEOs and Paul Zingg. This issue is
important to the University as well as the business community. 

The re-purposing of the terminal building has been tabled in order to focus on air service
development.  

Parking and Tie-Down Fee Committee (Report - Vice Chair Nolan-Gosling and Commissioner
Mueller)

The Committee presented the Commission with Minutes from their meeting of March 27, 2012.
Some of the items discussed included expenses, how collection and enforcement may occur,
possible fees, liability, and effects on business travelers. The Commission also discussed the
collection of tie-down fees and how this may be accomplished. The same expense and
enforcement issues apply to the collection of tie-down fees. The Commission suggested the
Committee look at cost/benefit estimates.

Both ad hoc committees will continue to have discussions and come back to the Commission with
updates and recommendations as applicable.

6.2 Staff updated the Commission on various items.

Planning Services Director Mark Wolfe 

City staff is working on the implementation of the General Plan which includes an update to Title
19. The proposed Title 19 updates affect the Airport Zoning Districts. It is proposed that the Airport
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Commission’s authority to review use and design permits be adjusted to reflect current practices
now that the majority of the Airport Industrial Park is privately owned.  Authority over the two
zones in and around the Airport (A and AP) would remain with the Airport Commission while
authority over the other two zones covering the Airport Industrial Park (AC and AM) would be
under the purview of the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator would, however, refer
any items in the AC and AM zones that have an effect on the Airport or airspace to the Airport
Commission. Commissioner Koch stated that he believes the Airport Commission should retain
architectural review authority over Airpark Blvd., even though it is zoned AC, because it is the
gateway to the Terminal. PSD Wolfe agreed and said he would carry that recommendation
forward for consideration by the Planning Commission and Council. It was clarified that the
recommendation would be that the Airport Commission retain authority over the AC Zoning District
that is adjacent to Airpark Blvd. and the authority for the areas adjacent to Lockheed Ave. and
Convair Ave. would fall to the Zoning Administrator. 

Facilities Manager Parks

The Airport will request two projects in the next Airport Improvement Program grant. The first is an
upgrade to the AWOS which involves replacement of the ceilometor. The existing ceilometer is
outdated and is no longer supported by the manufacturer. The second project is updating of
Airport pavement markings and signage. Currently there are markings and signage that no longer
comply with the FAA’s updated requirements. The proposed projects will cost approximately
$157,000. The remaining ramp replacement projects are still planned but are dependant upon
additional FAA funding and may also be delayed due to the increase from 5% to 10% in the
amount the Airport is required to provide in matching grant funds. 

Management Analyst Collins

• Aircraft Deconstructors in the process of moving out of the 77 Piper hangar. The move should
be complete by April 30th. There are two proposals from potential long-term tenants for the
hangar but both are dependant upon the proposers receiving certain work contracts that they
are pursuing.  

• Negotiations are taking place with a short-term tenant for the 110 Convair hangar. This would
be a month-to-month lease of a portion of the hangar for the storage of a business jet. 

• Comerica Bank has possession of Aero Union’s assets and has contacted the Airport
inquiring about space for the storage of those assets. 

• The Wildlife Hazard Assessment has been completed and the draft report has been submitted
to the Airport for review.  

6.3. The quarterly Airport Fund Income Statement was provided to the Commission.

7. ADJOURNMENT   

         Adjourned at 7:00 p.m. to the July 31, 2012, at 6:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of the Chico
Municipal Center building located at 421 Main Street, Chico, California.

Date Approved: July 31, 2012

________/s/_________________________
Deborah M. Collins
Management Analyst - Airport
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CITY OF CHICO 
REGULAR CHICO AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING - July 31, 2012 

Minutes 
 
1. REGULAR AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING  
 
1.1. Call to Order - Chair Nathan called the July 31, 2012, regular Airport Commission 

Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 
 
1.2. Roll Call 
 
         Present: Michels, Muller, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan 
          Absent:  Koch 
 
2. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A motion was made by Michels and seconded by Nolan-Gosling to approve Consent 
Agenda, as read, with items 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3 removed for further discussion. 

          
         The motion carried by the following vote: 
                      
 AYES:  Michels, Mueller, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Koch 
 
2.1. MINUTE ORDER NO. 03-12 – AUTHORIZATION FOR THE AIRPORT MANAGER TO 

EXECUTE A LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY AT THE CHICO MUNICIPAL AIRPORT, 
AIRPORT CLEAR ZONES (CITY OF CHICO/BRADLEY & SON CATTLE, LLC) AND 
RELATED DOCUMENTS AS APPLICABLE 

  
Approved - minute order authorizing the Airport Manager to execute a lease of Airport 
Clear Zone property at the Chico Municipal Airport for the pasturing of livestock in 
accordance with the terms set out in the Minute Order. The Airport Manager 
recommended approval of the Minute Order. 
 
This item was removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of Commissioner 
Michels. 
 
Commissioner Michels noted that the Wildlife Hazard Assessment (WHA) identifies cattle 
as a primary hazard and asked to what extent grazing represents a significant hazard. 
Management Analyst Collins advised that the WHA consultant did not recommend that 
grazing be discontinued but that the airport extend its wildlife mitigation measures to the 
area being grazed and to monitor the grazing for signs that it may be contributing to the 
bird population.  
 
A motion was made by Mueller and seconded by Michels to approve the Minute Order. 

          
         The motion carried by the following vote: 
                      
 AYES:  Michels, Mueller, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Koch 
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2.2. MINUTE ORDER NO. 04-12 – AUTHORIZATION FOR THE AIRPORT MANAGER TO 
EXECUTE A LEASE OF PREMISES AT THE CHICO MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
TERMINAL BUILDING, ADVERTISING CONCESSION (CITY OF CHICO/EL-A 
APPAREL, INC., dba CORNUCOPIA ENTERPRISES) AND RELATED DOCUMENTS 
AS APPLICABLE 

  
Approved - minute order authorizing the Airport Manager to execute a lease of wall 
space at the Chico Municipal Airport Terminal for the display of advertising in accordance 
with the terms set out in the Minute Order. The Airport Manager recommended 
approval of the Minute Order. 
 
This item was removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of Commissioner Nolan-
Gosling. 
 
Commissioner Nolan-Gosling questioned the amount of advertising space that would be 
dedicated to local businesses. 
 
Chair Nathan asked if there is an audit procedure to determine the gross revenues. 
Management Analyst Collins stated that periodic audits are conducted and that 
concessioners submit reports to support the amount of concession revenue submitted.  
 
A motion was made by Mueller and seconded by Nolan-Gosling to approve the Minute 
Order. 

          
         The motion carried by the following vote: 
                      
 AYES:  Michels, Mueller, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Koch 

 
 
2.3. MINUTE ORDER NO. 05-12 – AUTHORIZATION FOR THE AIRPORT MANAGER TO 

EXECUTE A LEASE OF PREMISES AT THE CHICO MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
TERMINAL BUILDING, VENDING CONCESSION (CITY OF CHICO/ROBERT L. 
WHITE, AN INDIVIDUAL, dba CHICO AIRPORT BAGGAGE DELIVERY) AND 
RELATED DOCUMENTS AS APPLICABLE 

  
Approved - minute order authorizing the Airport Manager to execute a lease of space in 
the Chico Municipal Airport Terminal for the placement of two vending machines in 
accordance with the terms set out in the Minute Order. The Airport Manager 
recommended approval of the Minute Order. 
 
This item was removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of Commissioner Nolan-
Gosling.  
 
Commissioner Nolan-Gosling’s question had been answered during the previous 
discussion on audit procedures. 
 
A motion was made by Michels and seconded by Mueller to approve the Minute Order. 

          
         The motion carried by the following vote: 
                      
 AYES:  Michels, Mueller, Nolan-Gosling, Nathan 
 NOES:  None 
 ABSENT: Koch 
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2.4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF AIRPORT COMMISSION MEETING  
  
 Approved - minutes of the Airport Commission meeting held on 04/24/12. 

 
3.  NOTICE PUBLIC HEARINGS - None. 
 
4. REGULAR AGENDA 
 
4.1. AIRPORT WILDLIFE HAZARD ASSESSMENT REPORT  
 

Airport Wildlife Consultant (AWC) has completed the Wildlife Hazard Assessment (WHA) 
for Chico Municipal Airport. The WHA was submitted to the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) for review and, based on the WHA findings, a review of the type 
and frequency of air carrier operations at the Airport, and a review of the wildlife strikes 
that have occurred on or near the Airport, the FAA has determined that a Wildlife Hazard 
Management Plan (WHMP) must be prepared. (Report – Debbie Collins, Airport 
Management Analyst) 
 
The Commission discussed various aspects of the report to include possible 
installation of a bird radar unit, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) bird 
strike database, deterrent measures, the mulching facility, the preparation of the 
Wildlife Hazard Management Plan (WHMP) and staff’s responsibilities related to 
mitigation and management of wildlife. 
 
Commissioner Mueller said his sense as a pilot is that Chico Municipal Airport 
does not have any more of a bird problem than any other airport in the valley. He 
asked a fellow pilot in the audience, Dan Jay, what his experience was. Mr. Jay 
said that the problems seem to be worse in the last year or two but he has not 
really been flying regularly enough to provide a good idea of the problem. 
  

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR – None. 
 
6. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION  
 
6.1. Update from the Airport Commission Ad Hoc Air Service Development Committee 
 
 Chair Nathan updated the Commission on the Air Service Development Committee’s 

preference to secure additional air service from Chico to and from LAX. The Committee, 
which includes local business leaders, hopes to meet directly with United Airlines and/or 
SkyWest to determine what can be provided to the airlines in order for them to consider 
providing additional service to Chico. Chair Nathan stated that he felt we are facing a 
very steep challenge due to what is going on in the airline industry and other competing 
communities. 

 
 Former City Manager Dave Burkland spoke with the V.P. of Market Development for 

SkyWest recently and received confirmation that Chico will loose one of the San 
Francisco flights which is anticipated to occur at the end of August. 

 
6.2. Update from the Airport Commission Ad Hoc Parking and Tiedown Committee 
 
 Commissioner Nolan-Gosling updated the Commission on the Committee’s proposed 

recommendations related to designating the terminal parking lot as a paid parking area 



 

  
Minutes of Airport Commission Meeting of July 31, 2012         Page 4 of 4

  

and restricting parking on Fortress Avenue adjacent to the lot as well as its 
recommendations related to designation of a transient aircraft parking area on the ramp 
and charging a tie down fee.   

 
 Management Analyst Collins advised that if the Commission chooses to continue the next 

steps for the Committee would be to identify the costs associated with implementation of 
the recommendations and identification of procedural steps, such as amending the 
Airport Fee Schedule to allow for the collection of vehicle parking fees. 

 
 It was agreed that the Committee would meet with staff to determine the costs associated 

with implementation of these changes and bring the items back to the Commission at the 
October 30, 2012, meeting for a vote by the Commission on how to proceed. 

 
6.3. Airport Manager’s Update 

 
The 165 Ryan Avenue hangar is still vacant. The potential tenant interested in the hangar 
did not get the contract for work that they were hoping for.   
 
Comerica Bank will be auctioning equipment previously owned by Aero Union. The 
auction will be held in the 77 Piper Avenue hangar on Thursday August 2, 2012. 
 
At the last meeting the Commission approved a Minute Order authorizing the Airport 
Manager to enter into a lease with Pro2Pro for a portion of the 747 Fortress Street 
building. The lease has not been executed. Pro2Pro is still interested but had to postpone 
the move and are unable to advise when they may want to proceed.  

 
 The Chico Air Show will be held September 28, 29, and 30, 2012. 
 
6.4. The quarterly Airport Fund Income Statement was provided to the Commission. 
 
6.5. The Fiscal Year 2012-13 Airport Fee Schedule 90.010 was provided to the Commission 

reflecting the annual CPI adjustments that were applied to certain fees effective July 1, 
2012.  

 
7. ADJOURNMENT    

 
Prior to adjournment Chair Nathan requested that a sincere thanks to City Manager and 
Airport Manager Dave Burkland be entered into the public record for his years of service 
to the airport, the Airport Commission, and the community. Dave’s last day with the City 
is August 31, 2012. Since Dave was unable to make this meeting Chair Nathan also 
invited him to the October meeting for proper recognition. 
 
Adjourned at 6:47 p.m. to the October 30, 2012, at 6:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of 
the Chico Municipal Center building located at 421 Main Street, Chico, California. 

 
Date Approved: October 30, 2012 

 
          

 ____________/s/_____________________ 
       Deborah M. Collins 

      Management Analyst - Airport 
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