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PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Date: 8/5/19 

Robbery, Threats, and Assault at Local Liquor Store 

 
Chico, CA –  
 
On 8/5/19 Officers responded to Anthony's Liquor (2101 Esplanade Chico) after the store clerk called 911 while 

trying to stop a shoplifter. Dispatchers could hear a struggle and glass breaking, as the clerk stopped answering 

questions. A customer called in stating the shoplifter was trying to assault people with a broken bottle.  Officers 

elevated their response to lights and sirens and quickly arrived to find Francisco FRANCO (57) being held down 

by customers.   

 

Officers took custody of FRANCO and conducted their investigation.  They learned that FRANCO entered the 

liquor store and attempted to shoplift.  He was confronted by a clerk and a customer; after they saw him conceal 

an alcohol bottle on his person; they asked him to return it and leave.  FRANCO grabbed a bottle of alcohol and 

began to swing it around. It broke; he continued swinging at a customer who tried to intervene, cutting the man 

several times.  As he swung the bottle he threatened to kill the customer. 

 

The clerk and other customers tackled FRANCO to the floor.  They held him there even as he struck his head 

against the concrete.  During his struggle with bystanders, he received a cut just above his eye.  He was transported 

to Enloe Medical Center for treatment of his cut.  He was subsequently booked into Butte County Jail for Robbery, 

Criminal Threats, and Assault with a Deadly Weapon.   

 

FRANCO was believed to be under the influence of alcohol at the time of the incident.  
  
 
Location:  2101 Esplanade, Anthony’s Liquor   

 

Date/Time: 8/05/19   1754hrs 

 

Victim: Withheld 

 

Suspect:  Francisco FRANCO (57 yrs) 

 

Supervisor: Sgt. Omar Peña,        Watch Commander:  Cmdr. Mike Williams 

 

 

 

 
 

The Chico Police Department is committed to ensuring our community is a safe place to live, work, and recreate within! 

 

http://www.chico.ca.us/

