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***UPDATE PRESS RELEASE*** 

Chico, CA –  On 04-13-2019, at approximately 1750 hours, officers of the Chico Police Department 

responded to the intersection of East Avenue and Marigold Avenue for a report of a three vehicle 

collision.  The investigation revealed Emery Sweany was driving her black 2007 Toyota Prius 

eastbound on East Avenue at a high rate of speed.  Virgil Santos and his wife were in there 2019 Honda 

Accord traveling northbound on Marigold Avenue.  Virgil Santos, the driver, had stopped in the left turn 

lane for a red light at the intersection with East Avenue.  When the traffic light turned green, Virgil 

Santos waited for cross traffic before beginning a left turn onto westbound East Avenue.  Emery 

Sweany, still traveling at a high rate of speed eastbound on East Avenue, failed to stop for the red light 

and continued into the intersection.  Emery Sweany’s vehicle then collided into the left front wheel area 

of Santos’ vehicle.  Emery Sweany’s vehicle then continued eastbound and collided with another 

vehicle that was traveling westbound before coming to rest on the north roadside curb of East Avenue. 

 

Both Virgil Santos and Shelley Santos were transported to Enloe Hospital for medical treatment.  

Unfortunately, Virgil Santos later succumbed to the injuries he sustained in the collision.  Shelley Santos 

sustained major injuries as a result of the collision. 

 

Emery Sweany was also transported to Enloe Hospital for major injuries sustained in the collision.   It 

is believed Emery Sweany was under the influence of a controlled substance(s) at the time of the 

collision.  Emery Sweany was subsequently arrested.  Extent of charges pending further investigation. 

 

***ORIGINAL*** 

 Chico, CA –  On 4/13/2019 at approximately 1750 hours, the Chico Police Department Dispatch center 

received multiple 911 calls in regards to a traffic collision at Marigold Avenue and East Avenue involving 

three vehicles.  One vehicle, occupied by a solo driver, was traveling eastbound East Avenue at a high 

rate of speed and collided with a second vehicle.  The second vehicle, occupied by two subjects, was 

traveling northbound on Marigold Avenue.  A third vehicle, which was occupied by three subjects, 

sustained minor damage.  
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Chico Police Officers, Chico Fire, and EMS arrived and transported three subjects to a local hospital.  

Unfortunately, one subject later succumbed to the injuries sustained as a result of the collision. 

 

The Chico Police Department Major Accident Investigation Team (MAIT) was called out to investigate 

the scene causing road closures for approximately five and a half hours.  The Chico Police Department 

is currently investigating if any of the involved parties were impaired during the collision.    

  

 

Location:  East Avenue at Marigold Avenue 

Date/Time: 04-13-2019 / 5:57 P.M. 

Victim:  Virgil Santos and Shelley Santos 

Suspect:  Emery May Sweany (23 years old of Chico) 

Traffic Officer:  Ryon Mitchell – Collision Investigator 

Supervisor:  Sgt. Bauer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


