
City of Chico
SB 1383: Mandatory Organics & 
Recycling Program

Organic Waste Is the Largest Waste Stream in California

CALIFORNIA DISPOSED OF
APPROXIMATELY
27 MILLION TONS OF
ORGANIC WASTE IN 2017

California’s Waste Stream

Non-Organic 
Waste  33%

Other 
Organics 

19%

Paper 18%

Food 18%

Lumber 
12%

IN CALIFORNIA, MILLIONS ARE

FOOD INSECURE
1 IN 8 CALIFORNIANS

1 IN 5 CHILDREN

CALIFORNIA THROWS AWAY

MORE THAN 6 MILLION TONS
OF FOOD WASTE EVERY YEAR!
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What is SB 1383?

SB 1383 is a California law that was passed in 2016 as a statewide effort to reduce emissions of short-lived 
climate pollutants. These new regulations were finalized by CalRecycle in November 2020 and took effect in 
January 2022.  Specifically, the law sets the following targets:

•	 Reduce statewide disposal of organic waste 50% by 2020 and 75% by 2025 (based on 2014 levels); and 

•	 Recover a minimum of 20% of surplus edible food safe (that is currently being landfilled) by 2025.
 
The complete text on the final regulations for SB 1383 can be found on the CalRecycle website. CalRecycle is the 
state agency responsible for creating the regulatory standards for SB 1383.

Why was SB 1383 passed?

California is experiencing a climate crisis: record-breaking temperatures, longer fire seasons, extreme droughts, 
and rising sea levels. Scientists tell us that greenhouse gases released by human activities, like
landfilling food and yard waste, cause climate change.

To respond to this climate crisis, California is implementing statewide organic waste recycling and surplus food 
recovery. Organics like food scraps, yard trimmings, paper, and cardboard make up half of what 
Californians dump in landfills. Reducing short-lived climate super pollutants like organic waste will have 
the fastest impact on the climate crisis.

Additionally, SB 1383 addresses the issue of food waste and insecurity. About 40% of all food produced in the 
U.S. is wasted, and almost 1 out of 4 Californians are food insecure. The edible food recovery requirement will 
help feed those who are food insecure and prevent edible food (more compostable material) from being 
landfilled.

https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/slcp/


What are organics? 
Organic materials (aka organics or organic waste) are solid wastes containing material originated from living 
organisms and their metabolic waste products. This includes plant debris, food, food soiled papers and 
untreated wood.

Residential Requirements 

SB 1383 requires that all jurisdictions mandate all residents and businesses that generate waste to subscribe 
and participate in the City’s solid waste, recycling, and organic waste collection program. All residents must:

•	 Subscribe to the 3 carts solid waste, recycling, and organics collection program, or self haul and use        
alternative recycling methods. To self-haul and use alternative recycling methods you must receive      
written approval from the City (Self Reporting Form).

•	 Place correct material into the correct bins/ carts, contamination monitoring will be ongoing, and the 
new law requires the city to enforce those out of compliance. 

Business Requirements 

Businesses and multi-family housing complexes are also required to properly separate compostable & 
recyclable material. If you own a business or multi-family complex, you are required to;

•	 Subscribe to and participate in your franchise hauler’s compost collection and recycling collection services 
or; 

•	 Self-haul organic waste to a specified composting facility, community composting program, or other       
collection activity or program. To be able to self-haul organic waste you must receive written approval 
from the City (Self Reporting Form). If the City approves your self-hauling of  organic waste, records of 
the amount of materials delivered to each facility must be maintained and made available to the City upon 
request for inspection 

•	 Provide collection containers for compostable and recyclables to employees, contractors, tenants, and 
customers. Collection service must be arranged so that access to an adequate number, size, and location of 
containers with correct labels is available.

•	 Provide inside collection containers for organic waste and recyclables in all areas where disposal containers 
are  provided for customers, except in restrooms (multi-family dwelling are exempt). 

•	 Annually provide education to employees, contractors, tenants, and customers about the legal                    
requirements to compost and recycling including how to properly sort between the three waste streams. 

•	 Provide information to new tenants within 14 days of occupation of the premises.



Certain businesses may qualify for a limited-term organics waiver.  To request a waiver review, see below 
for the qualifications. If you can demonstrate your waiver qualifications, complete the “SB 1383 wavier 
request form”.

Waivers for organics services and Alternative Compliance will be reviewed for the following circumstances, 
only: 

•	 Generate Minimal Organics (De Minimis Waiver): 

De Minimis Waivers will be considered if you can demonstrate that you dispose of less than 20 
gallons of organics each week; or 10 gallons per week for a smaller business (< 2yd of MSW per week). 
Multifamily properties are not eligible for De Minimis Waivers, due to the volume of tenant food waste.

Non-food generating businesses that have landscaping do not qualify for a waiver since they are 
generating plant debris. Please provide landscaper information in the SB 1383 Self-Reporting Form 
under the Alternative Compliance section.

•	 Physical Space Waiver:

If your business premises lacks adequate space for organics waste containers, you may qualify for a 
Physical Space Waiver. A site visit will be needed to verify your claim; limited Physical Space Waivers 
will be granted.
 

•	 Alternative Compliance

Large Markets & Manufacturers – Some large food generators utilize alternative diversion methods 
for food waste and may be compliant with SB 1383 without curbside organics collection. Please submit 
your information in the SB 1383 Self-Reporting Form under the Alternative Compliance section, so we 
can review your generation and practices.

Non-food Generating Businesses – Some small offices that have a landscaper removing all plant debris 
can submit your information using the SB 1383 Self-Reporting Form (see below), under the Alternative 
Compliance

Click here for the Wavier/Compliance/Self Reporting Forms

SB 1383 Commercial Wavier Process



Sorting Guides and Resources

Recology Posters and Signs

DO NOT BAG RECYCLABLES! ALL ITEMS MUST BE EMPTY, CLEAN, & DRY TO BE RECYCLED.

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

WHAT GOES IN THE COMPOST BIN? 
i,OUE VA EN EL CONTENEDR DE COMPOSTAJE? 

FOOD SCRAPS 
Restos de Comida 

Bread, grains, & pasta 
Pan, cereales, y pasta 
Coffee grounds & tea bags 
Cafe molido y bolsitas de te 
Dairy & eggs 
Lacteos y huevos 
Fruits & vegetables 
Frutas y vegetales 
Leftovers & spoiled food 
Sabras y comida echada a 
perder 
Meat (including bones) 
Carne (inc/uidos las huesos) 

SOILED PAPER 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

PLANTS 
Plantas 

Branches & brush 
Ramas y plantas 
Flowers & floral trimmings 
Flores y recortes flora/es 
Grasses & weeds 
Pastas y malezas 
Leaves 
Hojas 
Tree trimmings (less than 
4" diameter & 4' long) 
Recortes de arboles (de 
menos de 4"de diametro y 
4'de largo) 

OTHER 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

UNACCEPTED 
MATERIALS 

Materiales no aceptados 

Aluminum foil or trays 
Pape/ o charolas de aluminio 
Cat litter or animal feces 
Arena para excremento de gatos o animales 
Clothing, linens, & rags 
Rapa, sabanas y trapos 
"Compostable" labeled plastics 
(utensils & cups) 
Plasticos etiquetados coma 
"compostables" (utensilios y vasos) 
Corks - natural & plastic 

Pape/ Manchado con Comida Otro X 
Corchos - naturales y de plastico 
Diapers 
Pana/es 

✓ Coffee filters
Filtros de cafe

✓ Greasy pizza boxes

✓ 
Cajas de pizza grasosas
Paper plates without film
plastic liners
Platas de papel (sin
recubrimiento de cera o
plastico)

✓ Paper to-go containers
without film plastic liners
Contenedores de papel para
1/evar comida
(sin recubrimiento de cera o
plastico)

✓ Paper towels & napkins
Toallitas y servilletas de papel

✓ Shredded paper
Pape/ triturado

✓ Hair, fur, & feathers
(non-synthetic)
Cabello, pie/es y plumas
(que no sean sinteticos)

✓ Wood - small pieces of
lumber or sawdust from
untreated wood only
Madera - pequenos trozos de
madera o aaserr[n de 
madera sin tratar 

✓ Wooden chop sticks &
coffee stir sticks
Pali/las chinos de madera y
palitos para el cafe

�� 
Recology 

 
 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Dirt, rocks, or stone 
Tierra, rocas o piedras 
Flower pots or trays 
Macetas o bandejas para macetas 
Foil-backed or plastic-backed paper 
Pape/ con forro de aluminio o plastico 
Juice or soy milk boxes with foil liner 
Cajas de jugo o leche de soya con forro de 
aluminio 
Liquids or ice 
Uquidos o hie/a 
Milk & juice cartons 
Cartones de leche y jugo 
Palm fronds, cactus, or bamboo 
Hojas de pa/ma, cactus o bambu 
Plastic bags, wrappers, or film 
Balsas de plastico, envoltorios o plastico 
estirable 
Styrofoam 
Espuma de poliestireno 
Treated wood - plywood, press board, 
painted or stained wood 
Madera - madera contrachapada, madera 
prensada, pintada o tenida 

0 Printed on 100% recycled paper. 

RECYCLABLES

PLASTIC BOTTLES, TUBS, AND JUGS
BOTELLAS, BALDES Y JARRAS DE PLÁSTICO

GLASS
VIDRIO

METAL
METAL

PAPER AND CARDBOARD
PAPEL Y CARTÓN

NO HAZARDOUS OR 
ELECTRONIC WASTE

DESECHOS PELIGROSOS
O ELECTRÓNICOS NO

NO MEDICAL 
WASTE

DESECHOS
MÉDICOS NO

NO SINGLE-USE
PLASTIC

PLÁSTICO DE  
UN SOLO USO NO

NO PPE
EPP NO

NO FOOD
COMIDA NO

Butte Colusa Counties

RECICLABLES

Waste Management Posters and Signs

Clean Paper, Magazines, Newspaper, Cardboard, Junk Mail

Papel limpio, revistas, periódicos, cartulina, correo no deseado

Polystyrene foam and Plastic Bags
TRASH ONLY

Polystyrene foam & Loose Plastic Bags
TRASH ONLY

Espuma de poliestireno y bolsas 
de plástico. 

SOLO BASURA

Espuma de poliestireno y bolsas de plástico. 
SOLO BASURA

Diapers & Pet Waste
TRASH ONLY

Diapers & Pet Waste
TRASH ONLY

Pañales y desechos 
de mascotas

SOLO BASURA

Pañales y desechos 
de mascotas

SOLO BASURA

Food Scraps or Food Soiled Paper
TRASH ONLY

Recyclables
RECYCLE ONLY

Desechos de comida o  
papel sucio de comida

SÓLO ORGÁNICOS

Reciclables

SÓLO RECICLAR

Please empty all containers prior to recycling.

Empty Glass Bottles & Jars

Botellas y frascos de vidrio vacíos

Empty Metal Food Containers

Contenedores de comida de metal vacíos

DO NOT INCLUDE        NO INCLUYE DO NOT INCLUDE        NO INCLUYE

RECYCLE     RECICLE YARD WASTE

Vacíe todos los envases antes de reciclarlos.

Empty Plastic Bottles, Rigid Plastic Containers

Botellas de plástico vacías, envases de plástico rígidos

Empty Aluminum Beverage Containers

Contenedores vacíos de aluminio para bebidas

NO DIRT, ROCK, SOD,  
or PALM LEAVES

NO ARROJAR ROCAS, TIERRA, 
CÉSPED EN ROLLOS U HOJAS 
DE PALMAS

Grass, Weeds, Green plants, Tree limbs, Wood chips, Dead plants, Brush, Garden trimmings, Leaves

Césped, maleza, plantas vivas, plantas muertas, ramas de árboles, 
 virutas de madera, arbustos, recortes de jardín, hojas

desechos 
de jardín

https://www.recology.com/recology-butte-colusa/butte-county/guides-signage/
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\Recycling%20Poster_list_corrected%2011_2023.pdf
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\Compost%20Poster_list_corrected%2011_2023.pdf
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\Recology%20sorting%20guide%20posters%208.5_11.pdf
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\Recology%20sorting%20guide%20posters%208.5_11.pdf
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\Recology%20sorting%20guide%20posters%208.5_11.pdf
https://www.wm.com/location/california/north-valley/chico/index.jsp#education


Edible Food Recovery Requirements

As part of Senate Bill (SB) 1383 compliance, starting January 1, 2022 

•	 Tier 1 businesses (supermarkets, grocery stores, food distributors) are required to donate and            
document leftover edible food; and 

•	  Tier 2 bushiness (schools, hotels with 200+ rooms, restaurant facilities 250+ seats, health facilities, and 
large venues) are required to donate and document left over edible food starting January 1 ,2024.

Donating Food

Food Recovery Organizations are available to collect edible food in Butte County. If you would like to partner 
with one or more food recovery organizations, click here. 

NOTE: Businesses that source and contract with food recovery organics may receive tax benefits for their 
donations and are protected from liability lawsuits. Please speak to your tax advisor as well as refer to laws 
around donating food and the specific acts:

California Good Samaritan Food Donation Act (AB 1219)  

Bill Emerson Good Samaritan Food Donation Act since 1996

Edible Food

Edible food is defined as food that is safe to eat for human consumption. This may include non-perishable 
and unspoiled perishable food at the end of its shelf life.

file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\Edible%20food%20generator%20donation%20guide_Chico.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1219
https://www.congress.gov/104/crpt/hrpt661/CRPT-104hrpt661.pdf


Food Donation Options

In Butte County we have two FREE local food recovery programs that leverage their expertise and network 
of partners to provide logistical support, including food pickup, tracking, and delivery. 

Feeding America
 
This program works with SB 1383 Tier 1(see food donation guide below) 
generators within the County. They accept the following donations via 
their online MealConnect website.

Acceptable donations: bread/bakery items, deli, dairy, meat, produce, and dry goods (canned, packaged, 
and shelf stable).

Rules: no opened packages accepted, all items must include appropriate product labeling, ingredients, 
expiration dates and/or best-by and/or sell-by dates. No bulk product or prepared food. Agency has the 
right to refuse any product based on temperature, packaging, and volume 

To get connected to a local organization that will be able to use your donated produce please                        
visit: www.MealConnet.org or email: fooddonations@foodbankccs.org.

530 Food Rescue Coalition 

The 530 FRC aims to fill the gaps in the existing food 
recovery system for Tier 2 generators. They use a cus-
tom-built app to mobilize volunteers to transport food 
donations from any local edible food generator to 
non-profits. 
 
Rules: 
• Food must be edible.
• Food may have expired sell by dates if it is still good. 
• Food must be packaged in containers, boxes, or bags 
   that do not need to be returned.
• Prepared food must be cold. No hot food at this time.
• Bulk and/or  small donations are accepted.

To schedule a food donation use the following options:
 530-285-5757 • info@530frs.org • www.530frc.org

Click Here to download the Local Food Donation Options Guide.

Additional Resources: 

Safe Surplus Food Toolkit (guidance for food facilities) 
Safe Surplus Food Donation Toolkit (guidance for environmental health departments)

http://www.MealConnet.org
mailto:fooddonations%40foodbankccs.org?subject=
mailto:info%40530frs.org?subject=
http://www.530frc.org
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\Edible%20food%20generator%20donation%20guide.pdf
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\afe%20Surplus%20Food%20Donation%20Toolkit_Version%202_Jan%202018.docx
file:C:\Users\jarbu\OneDrive\Arbuckle%20Consulting\Chico\SB%201383%20Web%20files\SafeSurplusFoodDonationBMP.pdf

