o] Planning Commission Agenda Report Meeting Date 07/20/17

| File: CA 17-02 |

DATE:  July 20, 2017
TO: PLANNING COMMISSION

FROM: Vince C. Ewing, City Attorney
Noel Tapia, Deputy City Attorney

RE: Proposed Amendment to Title 19, Chapter 19.74 of the Chico Municipal Code
— Digital Signs

REPORT IN BRIEF

At its March 21, 2017 meeting, the City Council directed the City Attorney’s Office to
prepare proposed amendments to the City’s sign ordinance to permit the use of digital
signs in limited areas of the City. Accordingly, the City Attorney’s Office, in consultation
with the City’s Community Development Department, prepared proposed amendments to
the City’s sign ordinance. The proposed amendments, if approved, would permit digital
signs on non-residential property which contains an approved assembly use in the CS
zoning district. The permissible digital signs would be subject to applicable sign
standards set forth in Table 5-8, and all other applicable standards contained in Section
19.74.120.

The proposed amendments to the City’s sign ordinance are the initial steps of a larger
more comprehensive digital sign ordinance amendment process that the City may
choose to pursue in the future.

Recommendation:

The Community Development Director recommends that the Planning Commission:

1) Hold a public hearing regarding the proposed amendments to Title 19, Chapter 19.74
of the Chico Municipal Code; and

2) Adopt Resolution 17-11 recommending City Council adoption of an ordinance to
amend Title 19, Chapter 19.74 of the Chico Municipal Code as set forth therein (see
Attachment A).

Proposed Motion:

| move that the Planning Commission adopt Resolution No. 17-11 recommending City
Council adoption of amendments to Title 19, Chapter 19.74 of the Chico Municipal Code
as set forth therein.

BACKGROUND

The City Council directed the City Attorney’s Office to prepare proposed amendments to
the City’s sign ordinance to permit the use of digital signs in limited areas of the City.
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Summary of New Proposed Title 19 Amendments
A summary of the recommended changes are listed below:

Changeable copy signs, reader boards and digital reader boards have been allowed in
the City on nonresidential property which contains an approved assembly use, or when
specifically allowed by state or federal law. The proposed changes would allow such
signs to also be allowed in the CS zoning district.

The amendment would also require changeable copy signs, reader boards and digital
reader boards to meet the sign standards set forth in Table 5-8 of Chapter 19.74, titled
Sign Standards by Zoning District, (see Attachment B).

ENVIROMENTAL REVIEW

The proposed Title 19 amendments would not result in an increase in development
beyond that which was analyzed in the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
prepared and certified for the Chico 2030 General Plan update (State Clearinghouse
#2008122038). The proposed Title 19 amendments represent a refinement of the
General Plan adoption process, and in accordance with California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15162, are within the scope of the EIR.

FINDINGS: TITLE 19 AMENDMENTS

Pursuant to Chico Municipal Code Section 19.060.050(B), amendments to the Municipal
Code may be approved only if the following findings are made:

A. The proposed amendment is consistent with the General Plan.

The proposed amendments are consistent with the General Plan, specifically Policy ED-
1.3 (Regulatory Environment) that directs that regulations and permitting processes for
the conduct of commerce and land development do not unreasonably inhibit local
business activity.

B. The proposed amendment is consistent with other applicable provisions of the
Municipal Code and compatible with the uses authorized in the applicable zoning districts
for which it is proposed.

The proposed amendments direct that permissible digital signs are subject to all other
sign standards for the CS zoning district, and other applicable standards contained
throughout Section 19.74.120 (Signs).

PUBLIC CONTACT
A display ad for the July 20, 2017 Planning Commission meeting to consider the

proposed Title 19 amendments was published in the July 10, 2017 Chico Enterprise
Record.
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DISTRIBUTION
PC Distribution

ATTACHMENTS
A. Resolution recommending Council adoption of Ordinance to amend Chapter 19.74
B. Table 5-8 of Chapter 19.74, Sign Standards by Zoning District
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RESOLUTION NO. 17-11

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CHICO PLANNING COMMISSION
RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
TITLE 19, CHAPTER 19.74 (SIGNS) OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE
(CITY OF CHICO)

WHEREAS, the City Council requested proposed amendments to the City’s sign ordinance
to permit the use of digital signs in limited areas of the City;
WHEREAS, the proposed amendments address direction provided by Council to identify
Municipal Code refinements that will gain efficiencies in implementation of the Code;
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission considered the proposed amendments, staff report,
and comments at a duly noticed public hearing held in the manner required by law; and
WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are a refinement of the General Plan adoption
process, and in accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines
Section 15162, the proposed amendments are within the scope of the Final Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) prepared and certified for the Plan in 2011.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of
Chico as follows:
1. The Planning Commission determines:
A. The proposed amendments are consistent with the General Plan, specifically Policy
ED-1.3 (Regulatory Environment) that directs that regulations and permitting
processes for the conduct of commerce and land development do not unreasonably
inhibit local business activity; and
B. The proposed amendments are consistent with the other provisions of the City’s
Land Use and Development Regulations, Subdivision Regulations, and Design
Criteria and Improvement Standards, and are compatible with the uses authorized in,
and the regulations prescribed for, the applicable zoning districts for which the

revisions are proposed.
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2. The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council approve the amendments
to the Chico Municipal Code as set forth in Exhibit I.
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED by the Planning Commission at its
meeting held on July 20, 2017, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAINED:
DISQUALIFIED:

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Brendan Vieg, Planning Commission Secretary Vincent C. Ewing, City Attorney

*Pursuant to the Charter of the City of Chico, Section 906(E)
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CITY OF CHICO
ORDINANCE NO. _###
(Codified)

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
CHICO, AMENDING CHAPTER 19.74 ENTITLED “SIGNS”
OF THE CHICO MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, the City wishes to amend Chapter 19.74 of the Chico Municipal Code to
further clarify where digital reader board signs may be located.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHICO DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 19.74.080(G) of the Chico Municipal Code is hereby amended to
read as follows:

G. Electronic reader board signs, except -as provided by Section 19.74.120(K) (Changeable
Copy Signs. Reader Boards. and Digital Reader Boards)when-on-the-same-property-as-an
assembly-use-or-when-speetieally-allowed-by-state-erfederal-aw;

SECTION 2. Section 19.74.120(K) of the Chico Municipal Code is hereby amended to
read as follows:

K. Changeable Copy Signs, Reader Boards, and Digital Reader Boards.

1. Such signs shall only be allowed on nonresidential property which contains an approved
assembly use, -er-when specifically allowed by state or federal law, or in the CS zoning district.

2. The area of such signs shall count towards the maximum allowed sign area for the site,
-and meet other applicable sign standards provided in Table 5-8 (Sign Standards by Zoning
District).

3. Any digital reader boards shall display static (unanimated) images and/or copy. For the
purposes of this section, static images and/or copy shall be defined as those which are changed
no more than 12 times in any 24-hour period.

4. Digital reader boards shall not be brighter than other allowed signs in the same zoning
district. Digital reader boards shall be equipped with a photocell, timer, or other similar device
which automatically dims the display during nighttime hours to prevent glare impacts to
motorists.

SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this
Ordinance is for any reason held out to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court
of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this Ordinance and
each section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion thereof, irrespective of
the fact that any one or more section, subsection, subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion
thereof, be declared invalid or unconstitutional.

ExHiBT I



SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify to the adoption of this Ordinance and cause
the same to be posted at the duly designated posting places within the City and published once
within fifteen (15) days after passage and adoption as required by law, or in the alternative, the
City Clerk may cause to be published a summary of this Ordinance and a certified copy of the
text of this Ordinance shall be posted in the Office of the City Clerk five (5) days prior to the
date of adoption of this Ordinance, and, within fifteen (15) days after adoption, the City Clerk
shall cause to be published the aforementioned summary and shall post a certified copy of this
Ordinance, together with the vote for and against the same, in the Office of City Clerk.

SECTION 5. The Ordinance shall be effective thirty (30) days following its adoption.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Chico this
___dayof 2017.

Sean Morgan, Mayor
ATTEST:

Deborah Presson, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Vincent C. Ewing, City Attorney
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