Sustainability Task Force

A Committee of the Chico City Council
Mayor Ann Schwab, Chair

Meeting of March 16, 2009 — 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Council Chamber Building, 421 Main Street, Conference Room No. 1

AGENDA

1.

UPDATE ON THE 2030 GENERAL PLAN UPDATE AND DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PROPOSED
SUSTAINABILITY ELEMENT FOR THE PLAN.

Planning staff and the General Plan Team will provide a status report on the 2030 General Plan Update
and will present a draft outline of the proposed Sustainability Element for discussion. The Task Force will
also discuss methods to integrate a whole systems approach to sustainability (i.e., a 3-legged stool) for the
Element, and the City’s compliance with AB 32 and SB 375. This is a first of two meetings to be held to
discuss the General Plan Sustainability Element. The second meeting will be held on April 20, 2009.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS
a. California Air Resources Board Climate Change Case Study Request
b. National Conversation on Climate Action, Earth Day April 22, 2009

BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Members of the public may address the Committee at this time on any matter not already listed on the
agenda, with comments being limited to three minutes. The Committee cannot take any action at this
meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda.

ADJOURNMENT — The meeting will adjourn no later than 5:00 p.m.

ATTACHMENTS:

Staff Report for Item 1.

Exhibit “A”: General Plan Process Update
Exhibit “B: Draft Outline of Sustainability Element
Exhibit “C”: Compliance with AB 32 and SB 375
Exhibit “D: Whole Systems Approach Options

Information on ARB Case Study
Information on National Conversation on Climate Action

Distribution available in the office of the City Clerk:

Prepared: 3/12/09 Chico City Clerk’s Office
Posted : 3/12/09 411 Main Street, Chico, CA 95928
Prior to: 5:00 p.m. (530) 896-7250

Please contact the City Clerk at 896-7250 should you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to request a
disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting. This request should be received at least

.(,\ three working days prior to the meeting in order to accommodate your request.

Members:

Jason Bougie Lindsay Buckley BT Chapman Tom DiGiovanni Tim Dobbs
Deanna Dottai Chris Giampaoli Ken Grossman Jon Luvaas Scott McNall
Jim Pushnik Tami Ritter Ann Schwab, Chair Jim Stevens Scott Wolf

Julian Zener




Sustainability Task Force Agenda Staff Report  Meeting Date: 3/16/09

DATE: March 11, 2009
TO: SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE
FROM: MANAGEMENT ANALYST LINDA HERMAN, 896-7241

RE: UPDATE ON THE 2030 GENERAL PLAN UPDATE AND DISCUSSION REGARDING THE PROPOSED
SUSTAINABILITY ELEMENT FOR THE PLAN.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Sustainability Task Force is requested to provide guidance and direction to the General Plan Team regarding the
General Plan’s Sustainability Element and methods to integrate a whole system approach (i.e. 3-legged stool) into the
Element.

BACKGROUND:

The General Plan Team has requested two meetings with the Task Force, one on 3/16/09 and the other on 4/20/09,
to discuss the 2030 General Plan Update process to date and to begin discussions regarding the development of a
draft Sustainability Element for the Plan. The first meeting will focus at a broader policy level, and the second
meeting (April 20th) will drill down on more specific policy issues.

DISCUSSION:

The General Plan Team will lead discussion on:

1. General Plan Process Update (see attached Exhibit “A™). Where we are in the process and what have we
heard so far relative to sustainability (Vision, Key Issues, Guiding Principles, Land Use Alternatives)?

2. Sustainability Element Qutline (Exhibit “B"). Reminder of document organization, deviation from current
General Plan, and the Project Team will provide a detailed outline for the Draft Sustainability Element.

3. Compliance with State Law. Discussion of AB 32 and SB 375 (Exhibit “C”). Discussion will include directives,
the scope, potential solutions, and recommended approaches to achieve compliance with these new laws.
This will include a discussion of the City's greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory and development of the Climate
Action Plan.

4. Preferences to an Integrated Whole Systems Approach (Exhibit “D”). The Sustainability Element is based on
the idea that a sustainable community maintains a balance of economic vitality, environmental protection, and
social equality among its residents. This balance of the three principles of sustainability is represented by a
three-legged stool, illustrating the system by which the City will maintain and improve its balance of
sustainable growth and development. What is the preferred method for integrating the whole systems
approach (3-legged stool) into the Sustainability Element? The General Plan Team has developed several
options for how this could be done (using examples from other communities), including both implementation
and monitoring methods, and is seeking direction on how to proceed.

ATTACHMENTS:

Exhibit “A”: General Plan Process Update
Exhibit “B: Draft Outline of Sustainability Element
Exhibit “C": Compliance with AB 32 and SB 375
Exhibit “D: Whole Systems Approach Options

DISTRIBUTION:
Sustainability Task Force Distribution List

S:\Sustain Task Force\Task Force Agendas\2009\3-16-09\3-16-09 Gen Plan staff Report.wpd







2030 General Plan Project Update for STF Meeting 3-16-09

WHERE ARE WE IN THE 2030 GENERAL PLAN UPDATE PROCESS?

Understanding
Chico

Community
Vision

Key Issue
Considerations

Land Use
Alternatives

Goals, Policies,
Actions

Environmental
Review

Plan
Adoption

WHAT HAVE WE HEARD SO FAR RELATIVE TO SUSTAINABILITY?

Chico 2030 Vision Book. The vision was established based on input primarily from
stakeholder groups and vision workshops. Relevant excerpts regarding overall vision
and vision for environment and sustainability in 2030 are attached.

Key Issues. The City engaged in a phone survey, stakeholder meetings, and community
workshops to identify and discuss the City’s key issues associated with sustainability. The
following table summarizes what we heard during the outreach.
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2030 General Plan Project Update for STF Meeting 3-16-09

Sustainability

Define Sustainability

The City needs to come up with a definition of sustainability. There is a lack of a clear
definition and a lack of consensus.

Economic Sustainability Is
Immediate Need

There is a need to balance economic sustainability with the environmental and social
components of sustainability. There is a perceived lack of support from businesses for
sustainable principles.

Be A Sustainability Leader

Stakeholders want the City to be a sustainability leader. But there is no clear idea about
what this means. There is a lack of consensus on how to achieve this goal.

Equitize Fee Structure For
Construction

There is concern by some stakeholders about inequities in the fee structure for different
types of construction (e.g., multi-family residential versus green building, etc). Some types
of construction with fewer environmental impacts are charged the same as all others.

Implement Sustainable
Principles In Growth Areas
& New Development

Stakeholders support sustainable principles in new growth areas. However, there is a
lack of agreement on an incentives versus regulatory approach or a combination. No
clear agreement exist between environmental and building community on how to
encourage sustainable development.

Encourage Alternative
Energy & Biodiesel Busses

Some stakeholders support alternative energy and biodiesel busses. But there is no clear
approach to incentivize alternative energy.

Put Chico On The Map As
THE Green City

Stakeholders would like to put Chico on the map as THE Green City. But there is no clear
idea how this should be done and a lack of consensus on how to achieve this goal.

Strengthen Economic
Base With “Green”
Businesses

Stakeholders support new green businesses. There is currently a lack of green job
creation and limited support for getting green businesses to relocate to Chico.

Need A Mix Of Land Uses
For Sustainability

There is agreement that a mix of land uses is needed to achieve sustainability. But there
is no clear understanding or agreement on what the ideal mix of land uses should be to
support sustainability. No clear agreement exist between environmental and building
groups.

Green Building
Requirements

Stakeholders support the concept of green building. However, there is a lack of
agreement on an incentives versus regulatory approach or a combination. There is also
disagreement about how green building should happen.

Compact Urban Design
As Component of
Sustainability

Some stakeholders feel that "compact urban form" is a component of sustainability but it
needs to be better defined and understood. There is also disagreement about the
appropriateness of compact urban form and higher density in Chico.

Green Improvements In
City

Stakeholders support green improvements in Chico. There is currently a lack of green
improvements to the City's infrastructure. There are no LEED facilities yet and no green
improvements along road rights-of-way.

Sustainable Growth (slow,
well-planned)

Stakeholders support sustainable growth in Chico. But there is no clear definition of what
this means. There is disagreement over where and how Chico should grow.

New Development
Branded With “Chico
Feel” & Emphasis On
Sustainability

Some stakeholders support the idea of branding new development with a Chico feel
and sustainable principles. But there is a lack of agreement on what "Chico feel" means.
It means different things to different groups and people.

Reduce Carbon Emissions

Stakeholders disagree on climate change. But they agree that transportation and land
use patterns will reduce carbon emissions. There are too many vehicle miles travelled,
traffic congestion, and too many cars on the road.

Expand Recycling & Re-
use Efforts

There is support for expanding Chico's recycling and re-use efforts. Many recyclable and
re-usable items are not currently being diverted from the landfill.

In April 8, 2008 the City hosted a Key Issues Workshop on the topic of Sustainability and
Environment. Specifically, the workshop included é work stations to inform and solicit
input from participants. Sustainability Work Stations are described below and the results

are aftached.
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2030 General Plan Project Update for STF Meeting 3-16-09

s Work Station #1 Chico's Definition of Sustainability. This work station focused on
education regarding the three components of sustainability: environmental, social
and economic. It included an overview and discussion of the definition of
sustainability that was developed by Sustainability Task Force. Participants were
asked to provide input on the definition of sustainability for Chico. The station
included display boards representing the holistic concept of the 3-legged stool and
separate boards presenting additional details on the three components of
sustainability.

s Work Station #2 Green Building and Green Development. This work station included
information on green building and green development, including local examples.
Poster boards showed a list of materials used in green building and photos of
buildings that are green and have green components (e.g., solar panels, green
roofs, rain cisterns, etc), similar materials used in standard construction and energy
efficiency value for comparison between the two types of construction. Information
also included costs and benefits summary. Participants were asked to provide input
as to whether and how Chico might encourage builders/developers to construct
and fund green buildings in Chico.

s Work Station #3 Carbon Footprint. This work station included a discussion of the
health risks associated with increased emissions and particulate matter — as it relates
to existing air quality conditions in Chico — and the relationship of land use and
transportation patterns to air quality and health risks. Additional information was
provided about local pollutants of concern (particulates), pollutant generators and
information about emissions generation resulting for “every-day” actions
(commuting, wood burning stoves and fireplaces, use of lights, etc.) Statistical
information was provided about air quality and emissions (e.g., pie chart, or similar
showing confribution of cars, fire places, etc.) to particulate matter and emissions.
Carbon Footprint was defined and participants were asked to calculate their
footprint and identify ways they would chose to offset their emissions to make a
positive change. Finally, information was provided about local policies that have
been employed to reduce air pollution, minimizing climate change, and how it
relates to land use and fransportation patterns. Participants were asked to prioritize
the solutions they thought would work best in Chico.

Guiding Principles. In June 2008, the City Council approved draft guiding principles for
the 2030 General Plan with an overall strategy of sustainability referencing the
important balance between environment, economy, and society. There are also 9
specific guiding principles. See attached.

Land Use Alternative. In November 2008, the City Council selected a preferred land use
plan to that will rely heavily on select new growth areas, infill, and redevelopment to
meet the City's projected future housing and jobs needs. The preferred land use map is
aftached.
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“A place my children
will want to raise
their families”

6 IMAGINE CHICO 2030

OVERALL VISION STATEMENT
FOR CHICO 20320

Chico will be a livable, energetic, healthy, and sustainable com-
munity in the year 2030. It will offer a high quality of life with
a strong sense of community and place. Chico will maintain
its small town character with opportunities for future genera-
tions to thrive. Government will be transparent and the poli-
tics open and engaging. The City will be characterized by a
vibrant Downtown, a healthy economy, compact urban form,
great streets, identifiable neighborhoods with a variety of hous-
ing choices, organic and sustainable farming practices, and a
focus on alternative transportation and healthy lifestyles. Fu-
ture Chico will have strong cultural and historic connections
to the past. Chico will be celebrated for its diversity, arts and
culture, and access to the outdoors, recreational opportunities,
and parks. It will be known as a leader in innovative technol-
ogy and educational capital. The City will maintain its national
recognition as a “Best Place in America” (Forbes Magazine), a
“Best Place to Live” (Money.com), a “Healthy City” (Organic
Style), a top-ranked bicycle-friendly city, a celebrated art town
and a community with one of the largest municipal parks in the
nation (Bidwell Park). Chico will also be renowned through-
out California and the nation as a “Best Place to Visit” with
diverse cultural activities and entertainment venues, as well as
natural and manmade amenities and attractions. Above all,
Chico will be “a place we'll all be proud to call home.”
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ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINABILITY IN 2030

Environmental awareness and preservation of resources will
continue to be important priorities for the community in 2030. 7 = .
Agricultural lands will surround the City, and habitat for pro- Source the majori ty
tected species will be preserved. The City’s watershed and re- Offood, water,

charge areas will be protected. The community’s commitment energy an d h ea lth
to community gardens and organic farming will have created

22
more green space in the City and helped improve air and water care loca lly
quality. The City’s local ordinances and conversion to alterna-
tive fuel vehicles will have resulted in less exhaust and emis-

sions, which will have improved air quality.

The commitment to being a green community and mak-
ing the City more sustainable will also result in more
residents telecommuting, working flexible hours, having
home offices, sharing work spaces, and walking to work.
The City will have an innovative system of environmental
thresholds. This effort will also have resulted in less air
pollution, less use of fossil fuels, and safer roadways.

IMAGINE CHICO 2030
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l ENVIRONMENT AND

SUSTAINABILITY IN 2030

- ot so much physical Sustainability and Technology

change, but a change _

. . Chico will be more sustainable and technologically advanced
in the way we think - than its former self. City buildings will be energy efficient, wa-
our atti tudes” ter efficient, and incorporate alternative building materials and

“green” design principles. New residential and commercial
development will have a reduced footprint by implementing
green design, solar panels, drought tolerant and native vegeta-
tion, rooftop gardens, water collection systems, low water us-
age, increased density and height, and other sustainable design

principles.

The “green” and sustainable building practices in the City will
have reduced energy and water usage. The reduced footprint
of new and infill development will have preserved more natu-
ral spaces around the community and minimized impacts on
the environment. Alternative water systems built into new de-

velopment projects and retrofitted into existing buildings and

22 IMAGINE CHICO 2030
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ENVIRONMENT AND

SUSTAINABILITY IN 2030

neighborhoods will help to alleviate future water shortage con-

cerns and minimize impacts to the potable water supply. The

permeable surfaces incorporated into parking lots, roadways, “Blue skies

pathways, and landscaping, in addition to the state-of-the-art an d Clean air

storm water runoff and water filtration systems throughout the )

City, will improve water quality and reduce impacts to ground- Lun g USA.o I2E ive
water. Additionally, the commitment to using more recycled us a hlgh mting”
products and expanding the City’s recycling program will have

helped to reduce the amount of solid waste being transported

to landfills. The City’s composting program and green waste

program will have helped provide mulch and high quality soils
for the community gardens.

The City willhave free wi-fi through-
out the Downtown and all public
buildings and parks. The fleet of
City vehicles and those used for
public transportation will use alter-

native fuel. Alternative transpor-
tation and alternative fuel vehicles
will outnumber single-occupancy
vehicles, reducing gasoline-depen-
dent cars on City streets. The City
will also be known for its focus on
new technologies and innovations

in agriculture and industry.
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ENVIRONMENT AND
SUSTAINABILITY IN 2030

Focus on Local Products and Healthy Lifestyle

Because Chico has been a trend setter in the lo-
calvore movement and has long been known for
its support of organic food and healthy lifestyles,
there will be an abundance of vegetable stands,
farmers markets, community markets, and neigh-
borhood stores showcasing local pesticide-free
produce, dairy products, meat, and handmade

goods. The community will also be known for
its yoga and meditation retreats, spas, alternative
medicine, and healing centers.

24 IMAGINE CHICO 2030





Chico 2030 Key Issues #2 Workshop Results
Chico’s Definition of Sustainability

Overarching Themes

Individual Participant Responses Frequency of Response

Overarching Themes

Keep the natural environment and human interaction at a reasonable

balance

Use sustainability group's definition 2

Incorporate willingness to be successful with less impact on the 1

values that enhance our collective existence.

Move towards improvement for future generations now and in future. 1

Continue to meet needs in social, environmental, and economic 9

without compromising future generations.

Sustainability is an agreement among the community 1

Support, strengthen or give continued life to our environment and 1

planet.

Our descendents will thank us. 1
Total: 8

Social Sustainability

Individual Participant Responses Frequency of Response
Education Subtotal: 4
Education enables sustainability to become a reality 1
Engage the community in sustainability work, creativity and planning 2
Education system that meets community needs 1
Housing Subtotal 2

Apartments, condos, co-housing near downtown for older people at

market rate 1

Equity 1
Transportation Subtotal 7
City bus on downtown short route 2

Enable everyone to move from one place to another by walking,

biking, public transport and use TDA money for this 1

Do not give cars the priority in transportation decisions 1





Individual Participant Responses

Frequency of Response

Reduce road services

Transportation systems meets community needs

Clean air

Public Health

Restore health as a priority

Address homelessness

Recreation and Parks

Recreation systems that meet the needs of the community
No more concrete parks like city plaza

Sense of Community

Small town charm - manage growth to keep small town charm
Supporting and empowering communities and citizens
Reinvent public space

Empower people to be self-sufficient

Take care of each other

Maintain Chico feel

Feel inclusive, welcoming and friendly

Keep sense of community

Social Behavior

Adapting human activities to the constraints life and opportunities of
nature

Total

Economic Sustainability

Individual Participant Responses

Subtotal 3
2
1
Subtotal: 2
1
1
Subtotal 8
1
1
1

1
1
Subtotal 1

1

27

Frequency of Response

Economic Development
Businesses that reflect the character of Chico and are locally-based

Quality of life = to establish a balance between land use and
gconomic development

Expand Sierra Nevada Brewing Company

Put financial support into the idea of sustainability
Listen to the economy

Autonomous, integrity and viability

Utilize local human resources to the greatest extent possible and hire

Subtotal: 11
1

2





Individual Participant Responses Frequency of Response
local neighbors

Green Jobs and Businesses Subtotal 6

Attract more specialized industry jobs 1

Balance economic interests with environmental and community
concerns

Develop compost program for existing leaf pick-up 1

Reverse current loss of jobs and income 1

Total 21

Environmental Sustainability

Individual Participant Responses Frequency of Response

Preserve and Increase native plants, riparian, and animal habitats 3

Restore ecosystems as a priority 1

Downscale services and use of resources 1

Create more vegetation management plans (like the one for
Camanche Creek)

Energy Subtotal 9

Clean and renewable energy sources only - solar/wind 5





Individual Participant Responses Frequency of Response

Embodied energy 1
Local Food Subtotal 9
Locally produced and consumed fqod prioritized over housing 5
developments - healthy and organic

Urban and community gardens 3
Sustained farmers market- all organic famers market, no waste 1
Climate Change Subtotal:1
Adapt to and respond to climate 1
Land Use Subtotal 1
Mixed use land use decisions 1
Total 38

Other Relevant Information

Individual Participant Responses Frequency of Response
Other
No development in Upper Bidwell 2
Preserve Bidwell Park 1
Scale down green lawns 1
Raise parking meter fees 1
Have CSU Chico issue parking permits only to campus dorm 1

residents, out of town commuters
Total 6





GREEN BUILDING 72030

QUESTIONNAIRE

Should the City encourage green building? Why/why not?
Yes - 46
Sustainable/environmentally responsible - 19

City should provide monetary incentives - 7
“...especially for retrofits of existing buildings”

To improve quality of life, make Chico better place to live - 6
“We need green building with proactive planning”

Other quotes:

“City should provide green building training for trades”

“Green building can help bring green business and industry to Chico”
“...increase energy independence, local energy production”

No -1

No government interference necessary, let market determine need - 1

Would you support the development of a program which established green building
standards for all construction in Chico (both public and private)? If so, what approach do
you believe would be most appropriate for the successful implementation of a green
building program in Chico (mandatory regulations or use of incentives such as expedited
process)? Please explain and/or share examples. Do you think that Chico should become a
role model for green building in the region?

Yes - 42

Voluntary at first with education and incentives, then phase into mandatory program — 28
Voluntary not sufficient, need mandatory now — 7

Other quotes:

“...mandatory regulations complemented by incentives to go beyond”
“...mandatory for new construction, incentives for existing retrofitting”

“...also include excess square footage tax, no McMansions” — 3

“City should also make locally produced renewable energy available to consumers”

No - 6

No government interference necessary, let market determine need — 3
Costs are too much - 2
Public buildings should be green, but no private mandates - 1





Are there any green building practices that you believe would be especially valuable for
Chico?

Solar (General — 5)
Passive — 10
Water Heating — 2
Photovoltaics — 14

Water Efficiency (General —7)
Groundwater Infiltration — 8

Reclamation, Graywater — 3
Composting toilets — 2
Water-efficient Landscaping (including for shading) — 6

Other Measures

Mixed Use/Infill — 3
Alternative transportation — 3
Reflective roof — 3
Green/vegetated roof — 2

Focus on existing buildings — 2
Education — 2
Solar on all public buildings — 1





Chico 2030 Key Issues #2 Workshop Results
Footprint / Green House Gases
What are your preferred air quality improvement approaches?

Individual Participant Responses Frequency of Response

Prioritize & protect cyclists/pedestrians (i.e. safe routes to school) 4

Improved access & connectivity 2

Incentives for Low Emission Vehicles (i.e. parking discounts) 1

Extend East Park Avenue to Otterson Dr. 1

Preserve agricultural lands 2

Urban gardens 1

Stop agri-burning 1

City solar plant/ Public funding for residential solar installation 2

Continue plant debris pickup service by the City 1

Smaller homes 1

Building efficiency 1

Mixed-use development 1





TOOLSTO LOWER EMISSIONS

Approximately 38 workshop attendees wer e each given stickers marked witha 1, 2, and 3
and asked to prioritize programs aimed at reducing emissions (below) listed on the
display board.

For the purpose of tabulating priority, programs marked with a 1 will be assigned 3
points; marked with a 2, 2 points, and marked with a 3, 1 point. Point totals for each
program are listed as well as the combined point total for the category.

The Built Environment: Sustainable Building Practices - 20
4 - Green Building Program for all buildingsin the City
1 - Green Building Ordinance and Energy Efficiency Ordinance
5 - Green Building Policy for al City-funded devel opment
1 - Green Building Regulations
9 - Green Building Certification required for all new development and remodels

Energy Efficiency - 2
0 - Energy Star compliant City-owned office equipment
0- LED lightsin traffic signals
1 - Architecture 2030 Challenge

Renewable Energy - 34
9 - Solar Power Plant
0 - 3.2 megawatt landfill gas-to-energy powerplant
9 - 50% of consumed energy in locally produced
13 - 100% of energy isrenewable
0 - Renewable energy fuels standard of diesel sold in City
3 - Purchase 20% clean energy by 2010
0 - 20% of energy in wind power
0 - Renewable energy for City operations

Land Use- 45
10 - Sustainable transportation goals
5 - Compact development zoning ordinances
11 - Higher density, mixed use, and accessible neighborhoods
1 - Urban usesin City centered corridors
12 - Plan mixed use sites
4 - Transit-oriented, multimodal connections
2 - Compact land use patterns

Fuelsand Fleets- 7
0 - Alternative fuel City fleet
0 - Free metered parking for solar powered vehicles
0 - Biodiesel or renewable fuel conversion program
0 - Alternative fuel light-duty, non-emergency, and bus fleets





3 - CNG and diesdl electric hybrid busses
2 - Alternative fuel police fleet

Transportation - 62
3 - Mode share for pedestrian and bike travel
12 - Reduce single occupancy auto usage
2 - Bikefleet for City employee work trips
29 - Bike oriented streets
0 - Reduction in City fleet vehicle miles travelled
7 - Incentive-based commute program
9 - Bike/Walk to school programs

Targetsfor reducing GHG emissions - 17
10 - Reduce GHG emissions each year to exceed 2020 state target
0 - Reduce carbon dioxide emissions from City operations
7 - 80% reduction in GHG emissions
0 - GHG emissions 15% below 1990 levels by 2010

Waste- 31
1 - Overall solid recycling rate of 60%
11 - Goal of zero waste
0 - Expand education about the benefits of waste reduction
4 - Achieve zero waste by 2040
0 - Increase eco-efficient annual commodity
6 - Increase residential and commercia recycling and composting
5 - Expand construction and demolition debris recycling
3 - Support alternative collection methods for recyclables
1 - Promote source reduction, reuse, and other waste reduction





Chico General Plan 2030 Guiding Principles 2030
CC Approved June 17, 2008 —_—

INTRODUCTION

What is a guiding principle?

Guiding principles provide the framework and benchmarks to direct Chico’s future
consistent with community values and desires. They provide broad statements of
purpose, infent and/or direction to achieve the community vision. The principles are
used to guide the General Plan update, mapping and land use alternatives process.
Additionally, the guiding principles establish a set of guidelines and benchmarks for the
writing and implementation of General Plan goals, policies and actions.

How are guiding principles incorporated in the current 1994 General Plan?

The 1994 General Plan includes 9 overall themes, 14 guiding principles (in the
Community Design and Land Use Elements), and 134 key guiding policies. Collectively,
these provisions identify both broad and specific statements of purpose, intent and
direction for the General Plan. All of the nine elements of the 1994 General Plan
include key guiding principles pertinent to the element topic that provide the basis for
the implementing policies or specific actions to achieve the community vision. The
Summary Chapter of the 1994 General Plan lists all 134 key guiding policies.

What is the approach for the 2030 General Plan guiding principles?

The approach for the guiding principles in the 2030 General Plan Update is to build on
past planning efforts, to ensure that key issues and priorities of Chicoans are addressed,
and to focus on a few broad guiding principles for the Infroduction Chapter of the
General Plan. The guiding principles will set the overall tone/focus for the General Plan
and each of the subsequent elements of the General Plan will further guide and plan
for implementation of the guiding principles. Below is the proposed outline, or structure,
for the General Plan Introduction and subsequent Element Chapters.

Introduction Chapter

% Overall Vision for Chico in 2030

% General Plan Strategy of Sustainability

% Guiding Principles - Establishes objectives, framework, and/or benchmarks to
guide/direct subsequent policies and actions consistent with the Vision.

Individual General Plan Elements (11 total)

% Vision Statement - Paints a picture of what Chico wants to be in 25 years
(relative to the Element).

» Context - Element purpose, related plan, issues and considerations.

Goals, Policies, and Actions - Goals are statements of community desires that

will further refine and detail the 9 broader General Plan guiding principles.

The policies serve as guides to the decision makers in reviewing development

proposals and making other decisions that affect the future growth and

development of the City. Actions are the implementation steps necessary to

ensure the goals and policies are carried out.
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Chico General Plan 2030 Guiding Principles 2030
CC Approved June 17, 2008 —_—

CHICO 2030 VISION

Chico will be a livable, energetic, healthy, and sustainable community in the year 2030.
It will offer a high quality of life with a strong sense of community and place. Chico will
maintain its small town character with opportunities for future generations to thrive.
Government will be transparent and the politics open and engaging. The City will be
characterized by a vibrant Downtown, a healthy economy, compact urban form,
identifiable neighborhoods with diverse housing choices, organic and sustainable
farming practices, and a focus on alternative transportation and healthy lifestyles.
Historic places and buildings will be prominent in the City’s future. Chico will be
celebrated for its diversity, culture, and access to the outdoors, recreational
opportunities, and parks. It will be known as a leader in innovative technology and
educational capital. Above all, Chico will be a place we'll all be proud to call home.

GENERAL PLAN STRATEGY OF SUSTAINABILITY

The Guiding Strategy for the City of Chico’s 2030 General Plan is to progress fowards a
Sustainable Chico. Chico is committed to minimizing the impact of human activity on
the environment, while supporting economic progress and social equity. Chico will
integrate sustainability principles into all decision-making, promoting a whole-systems
approach. Our goalis to enhance each community system that supports each
community need and ensure that they interact in a mutually reinforcing manner.
Sustainability can be achieved when each system is working in an optimal state.

Definition:  Sustainability in Chico means enhancing our natural resources,
economic interests, and quality of life so that present and future generations can
reach their greatest potential, promoting a culture of stewardship that
distinguishes Chico as a sustainability leader.

The Three Systems of Sustainability: The Three-Legged Stool

Sustainability promotes well-balanced communities by linking together three critical
systems: environment, economy and society. These dimensions are inter-related and
equally important for achieving a sustainable community. They can be visualized as a
“three legged stool” that supports and sustains healthy communities. If one leg of the
stool is missing or not functioning properly, the chair becomes unstable; similarly, if one
dimension of sustainability is not considered the community becomes unstable. This
model of sustainability addresses the most important vision concepts in Chico.

To achieve Sustainable Chico, the following community systems must work together:
Environment
A healthy environment is critical to achieving long term economic sustainability

and community strength. The priority is to value, restore and protect natural
resources and ecosystems and create quality environments.
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Economy

A sustainable economy requires a diversified employment and fiscal base and
skilled local workforce. The priority is to create a resilient and thriving local
economy, accessible to local residents and responsive to local needs.

Society

A strong community improves the quality of the lives of its residents. The priority is
to respect and value each community member, and provide well-functioning
social systems to promote access to opportunity and allow each resident to
reach their greatest potential.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Draft Guiding Principles for the Chico 2030 General Plan are listed herein. While these
principles consider the guiding principles from the 1994 General Plan, the main focus is
to address the key issues, priorities, and vision as communicated by Chico residents and
stakeholders to date, including but not limited to input from the statistically valid phone
survey, the visioning workshops, stakeholder interviews, key issues workshops, GPAC
meetings, and Downtown Ad Hoc Committee meetings.

1.

Planned and Balanced Growth and Conservation. The General Plan establishes a
citywide land use plan with a healthy balance and mix of land uses that is
sustainable for the future growth of Chico and that maintains or enhances quality of
life for Chico residents. The City will balance growth and conservation by reinforcing
the City's compact urban form, establishing urban growth limits, and managing
where and how growth and conservation will occur. Orderly development within
and configuous to existing developed areas that can be efficiently served by the
extension of infrastructure and municipal services in a fiscally, environmentally, and
socially responsible manner is a priority for Chico.

Healthy Environment with a Reduced Ecological Footprint. Cities generally consume
far more resources than are produced locally, and produce more waste than can
be assimilated into the local environment. Chico shall reduce our ecological
footprint by using fewer natural resources, relying on locally produced goods and
services, actively promoting the use of renewable versus non-renewable resources,
and enhancing environmentally friendly strategies to locally assimilate wastes. The
City strives to protect our air quality, climate, and human health by reducing all
harmful emissions, including greenhouse gases. Chico shall lead the way to a
healthy environment by providing local government support, partnerships, and
innovation in sustainable design principles.

Strong Local Economy with Diversified Employment Base. The General Plan will
actively promote an appropriate mix of local jobs suited for Chico’s residents and
local needs, such that future generations will remain in Chico because the City
supports their desired lifestyle or career. Encouraging residents to support the local
economy by buying locally produced goods and services will create a more robust
local economy.
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4,

Resource Protection and Enhancement. The General Plan will conserve, enhance
and protect viable agricultural resources, natural resources, and unique natural
environments. This Plan outlines strategies for acquisition and preservation of
sensitive habitats and creekside greenways and stipulates criteria for development
in resource-sensitive areas. The City's open space resources and creeks are the
framework for a vast and connected open space network. Historic and cultural
resources will be protected and enhanced to serve as significant visible reminders of
the City’s social and architectural history. (Need to include more information on
intent of resource protection).

Enhance Chico’s Character and Identity. The General Plan will honor our past,
celebrate our cultural diversity, and respect human dignity. The General Plan will
reinforce the unique identity and character of Chico as a thriving North Valley
college town in a natural landscape setting (not sure we clearly understand what
the current identity is). The Plan promotes Chico as the civic, cultural, and
economic hub of the region while at the same time, maintaining the City's small
town charm (need better description for common understanding). The General
Plan emphasizes the role of Downtown as the heart of the community.

Complete Neighborhoods as Community Foundation. The General Plan will create
and reinforce a pattern of complete, well designed and walkable neighborhood
environments, from the fraditional downtown core to integrated new communities,
with places to gather, nearby services for daily shopping needs, and multi-modal
access to recreation, jobs, and other community and regional services.

Development Patterns that Offer Alternatives to Automobile Use. Chico's level
topography and mature landscape offer a pleasant environment for pedestrians
and bicyclists. The General Plan integrates and locates land uses to reduce
distances between uses with a renewed emphasis on traditional street patterns and
complete streets that provide easy access for all residents, including bicyclists and
pedestrians. The Plan emphasizes development of a balanced, integrated, multi-
modal circulation system (streets, trails, sidewalks, bikeways) that is efficient and
safe, connecting neighborhoods to jobs, shopping, schools, services, local
aftractions, and active and passive open space.

Performance Based Service Standards and Resource Allocation for Sustainability.
Sustainability indicators provide guidance in meeting our goal for a Sustainable
Chico. The development of sustainability indicators allows us to analyze our progress
towards achieving a sustainable community. These indicators can guide future
decisions and program development, allowing for continual improvement and
reallocation of resources to achieve community goals. (Concern that this guiding
principle is more of an implementation measure).

Page 4 of 5





Chico General Plan 2030 Guiding Principles 2030
CC Approved June 17, 2008 ——

9. Social and Public Services for All Chico Residents. The General Plan will create a
community that fosters a strong sense of identity, ensures public safety and
promotes the personal well-being of all of Chico’s residents. The City will promote
community engagement, lifelong learning opportunities and equal access to all
community resources. Chico will provide a varied and diverse housing supply to
support the needs of Chico’s current and future residents. Residents will live in
healthy, safe communities. The City will particularly protect our children, our elders,
and the more vulnerable members of our community. (Be careful about references
to social services, which are controlled/administered by others)
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Chico General Plan Draft Element Outlines for Project Team

CHAPTER X SUSTAINABILITY ELEMENT
VISION STATEMENT
The Vision Statement for the Sustainability Element will be a concise paragraph derived

from the Imagining Chico 2030 Vision book. This paragraph will set the tone and theme
for the element.

INTRODUCTION

The Introduction Section of the Sustainability Element summarizes the element purpose,
regulatory framework, and relationship to other elements of the Chico General Plan.

Purpose

This section will consist of concise statements that clearly infroduce the local
context of the element to inform the reader why this element is part of the
General Plan. This section should consist of one or two paragraphs. Any context
in the infroduction is not intended to be a setting section, but will briefly explain
the vantage point for the forward look.

Related Plans and Programs

This section of the element summairizes related plans and programs and identifies
their significance and relationship to the element. The description for each plan
or program will consist of one or two sentences that explain what the document
is and how it is relevant to the element.

Examples for the Sustainability Element include documents such as the city
zoning code, GHG inventory and CAP, the City Council’'s commitment to reduce
GHG emissions by 25% by 2020, and programs such as LAFCo and CEQA.

Relevant State Laws

This subsection will describe applicable State laws (such as AB 32 and SB 375)
and how the General Plan addresses and complies with said laws.

Relationship to other General Plan Elements

As reflected in the Vision Book and the Guiding Principles for the general plan
update, sustainability is a major theme in the City’s goals for the General Plan.
Therefore, the Sustainability Element will include a brief discussion on how the
element includes the consideration of sustainability issues and goals relative to
the three-legged foundation of sustainability: societal, economic, and the
environment. The relationship with all other Elements of the GP will be formalized
in this section.
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ISSUES AND CONSIDERATIONS

This section of the Sustainability Element will describe the setting of the planning area in
the context of Sustainability issues and will identify key issues that need to be addressed
in this element. The primary focus of the section will be on the biggest issues/concerns
facing the City of Chico as it moves forward.

Sustainability Setting

The setting should be limited to a maximum of one page and should minimize
details that will become outdated and obsolete as the plan is used in the future. It
will focus on information that will be of value to the reader in understanding
current circumstances as they relate to the future vision. The definition of
sustainability for the City and the understanding of its relation to the General Plan
will be included.

Key Sustainability Issues

Key issues can be thought of as those issues that the element will attempt to
resolve, and should be organized with a clear and finite set of issues. For example,
green building, local food systems, green business certification, environmental
justice, and GHG reduction will all be addressed, among other issues relevant to
the Element.

Some of the major issues under consideration by the Sustainability Task
Force at present are Green Building, Green Government, Low Impact
Development/ Resource Conservation, Community Health, Community
Food Systems, Native and Drought Tolerant Landscaping, and Urban
Forest/Cool Communities.

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN

This section will summarize important Sustainability planning concepts and components
which form the basis of the Sustainability Element. Several key areas of the Sustainability
Plan are:

Sustainability Concepts

The important ideas and approach to the incorporation of the sustainability
theme in the General Plan will be explained and organized. This will include the
definition of sustainability for the City, and will describe its important
components. Overarching themes of integrating the sustainability concept into
all city actions and processes, the relationship of concepts to municipal and
private actions, and the role of citizens in implementation will be discussed.
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The Whole Systems Approach

This section will explain the way in which the preferred whole systems approach,
to be vetted through the Sustainability Task Force, GPAC, and ultimately the City
Councill, is implemented in the Element. The details and appropriate way to

understand the policies, graphics, indicators, and other factors will be explained.

GOALS, POLICIES AND ACTIONS

The goals and policies with corresponding actions in the Sustainability Element will be
clear and concise and will be based on the following ‘definitions’ of the following terms:

Goals are statements of community desires that will further refine and detail guiding
principles. Each element should have 3 — 10 clearly stated goals.

Policies serve as guides to the decision makers in reviewing development proposals
and making other decisions that affect the future growth and development of the
City. Policies statements become the most meaningful in terms of implementing the
general plan objectives and it is critical that the policies are established with
consistent language to distinguish them from goal statements and action items.

Actions are the implementation steps necessary to ensure that the goals and
policies are carried out. These should be clear directives tied back to the policies
and objectives (goals). The implementation chapter will outline the timelines,
responsible parties, and expected funding sources.

The proposed format for this section of the element will first list all of the goals of the
element (likely between 5 and 10 total). After the list of goals, each goal will be
restated as a heading for the corresponding policies and actions as shown below.
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AB 32 and SB 375 Overview and Compliance
Chico Sustainability Task Force
March 16, 2009

AB32:

In 2006, the California Legislature passed Assembly Bill 32 (AB 32), or “The Global
Warming Solutions Act of 2006.” The law requires the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) to develop regulatory and market mechanisms that will reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. In January 2009, CARB approved a Scoping
Plan for AB 32 outlining preliminary mechanisms for emissions reductions, including a
cap-and-frade program, renewable energy portfolio, and more.

The Scoping Plan identifies local governments as ‘essential partners’ in achieving the
State’s reduction goals by using their local authority and influence to reduce GHGs
through planning and permitting processes, local ordinances, outreach and education
efforts, and municipal operations. It also encourages local governments to adopt a
goal to reduce GHG emissions by 15% by 2020.

AB 32 has caused a ripple effect among cities, counties and environmental groups
throughout the state. In State of California Attorney General v. San Bernardino County
in 2007, the California Attorney General’s office argued that the Environmental Impact
Report for San Bernardino’s new general plan did not conform to the overall goals of AB
32 because it did not adequately analyze or mitigate the effects of development on
global warming. The County settled with the State by agreeing to produce a
greenhouse gas emissions reduction plan.

In September 2008, the Attorney General reached another seftlement agreement
concerning climate change, this time with the City of Stockton. According to the
Attorney General’s office and the Sierra Club, the City of Stockton did not adequately
address climate change in its 2035 General Plan update and corresponding
Environmental Impact Report. The City of Stockton settled with the Attorney General by
agreeing to adopt a climate action plan designed to reduce sprawl, increase infill
development, promote public fransit and encourage more energy-efficient buildings.

SB375:

SB 375 (Steinberg), signed into law in September 2008, builds on the goals of AB 32 by
attempting to minimize GHG emissions through limiting suburban sprawl. By September
2010, CARB will have assigned each region in California a target for reducing GHGs tfied
to land use. Butte County Association of Governments will be required to address these
targets in mandatory ‘Sustainable Communities Strategies’ (SCS) as part of the Regional
Transportation Plan. The purpose of the SCS plans is to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)

! California Attorney General’s Office, “California Environmental Quality Act — Global Warming.”
http://www.ag.ca.gov/globalwarming/cega.php. Accessed October 16, 2008.
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emissions associated with global climate change by improving the efficiency of land
use and fransportation patterns. SB 375 attempts to tie together climate change,
regional planning, transportation funding, and affordable housing. The bill requires:
» The creation of regional targets for greenhouse gas emissions reductions fied to
land use, assigned by CARB
« The adoption by Butte County Association of Governments of a Sustainable
Communities Strategy that meet the targets
* Regional transportation funding decisions must be consistent with the SCS
« Connecting the regional transportation plan with the fair-share housing process
« Streamlining the environmental analysis of certain projects that conform to the
SCS
In addition, SB 375 creates incentives for creating walkable, sustainable, transit-oriented
communities, including certain exemptions from the California Environmental Quality
Act.

Implications of SB 375 and the SCS:

Upon adoption and implementation of the SCS, the City of Chico, as well as all cities in
Butte County, will have federal transportation funding linked to project consistency with
the approved SCS. While the development of the SCS will take into account the new
Chico General Plan, the implementation of this new document will have impacts on
Chico and the future of the General Plan. It will include changes to the way Housing
Elements are updated and housing needs are calculated, and may potentially affect
the ability of the City to change its Sphere of Influence (SOI) in the future.

Review of Agency Roles under SB 375:
« CARB establishes emission reduction targets
o Broad interest Committee to provide guidance to CARB

» BCAG prepares Sustainable Community Strategies to achieve CARB targets

« CARB verifies that the SCS will achieve targets set forth by the State

+ BCAG prepares a Regional Transportation Plan consistent with its SCS

» Cdlifornia Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and
Department of Transportation (Cal trans) begin changes to their processes for
Housing Elements and distribution of transportation funding.

SB97:

SB 97 (Dutton), signed in 2007, charges the Governor's Office of Planning and Research
(OPR) with the responsibility of preparing guidelines to mitigate GHG emissions identified
through the CEQA document review process, including the effects associated with
transportation and energy consumption.

In January 2009, the Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR) released draft
guideline amendments to provide direction on how to determine significance and
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mitigate the effects of GHG emissions. The guidelines add greenhouse gases to the
environmental checklist (Appendix G), used in preparing Initial Studies. It also
recommends how agencies should describe and calculate a project’'s GHG
significance under CEQA and requires that lead agencies consider all feasible means
of mitigating GHG emissions.

How the General Plan Will Help the City Comply with this Legislation:

These laws impact the General Plan in several key ways. They set forth standards and
future requirements which will apply to the City, creating direction for General Plan
policies to accomplish the goals set forth in the legislation. These laws also require cities
to make fundamental changes to the way in which land use, housing, and
transportation planning are conducted at a local level. The General Plan will include a
number of policies, approaches, and actions to implement these laws. The General
Plan components addressing these laws are summarized below:

* As part of the implementation of AB 32 and the response to the State Afttorney
General’s stance on the adequacy of General Plans and General Plan EIRs, a
program to inventory and reduce GHGs is needed. The City has elected to
calculate baseline emissions through development of a community-wide GHG
Emissions Inventory. A draft of this inventory has been completed. The GHG
Inventory includes:

o An estimate of all emissions caused by energy use, land use, waste
production, and transportation within Chico from commercial, residential,
industrial, and municipal sources.

o A discussion of which sectors are the major emitters of greenhouse gas
emissions in order to inform the GHG reduction process.

 From the GHG Inventory, the City will develop a Climate Action Plan (CAP) to
address GHG emissions and climate change. It is expected that the CAP will re
completed prior to the final adoption of the General Plan. The CAP will include:

o A GHG emission reduction target. The working goal for this effort is
currently a 25 percent reduction in GHG community-wide.

o0 A goaltoreduce per capita vehicle miles traveled (“VMT")

o Specific and general tools and strategies to reduce the current and
projected GHG levels and to meet the plan’s targets for GHG reductions
over the life of the General Plan

o Resiliency and adaptation strategies to prepare for the inevitable effects
of climate change

o An evaluation plan to monitor effectiveness of adopted programs and
adaptively manage emission reduction measures to achieve the goals of
the Climate Action Plan
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« The City has developed a land use pattern for the General Plan update that
focuses on the importance of infill, density, and open space preservation as
methods for reducing GHGs.

« The City is addressing circulation systems to improve the quality of pedestrian
and bicycle facilities, reducing the need for driving and further improving local
air quality.

« The City is including a Sustainability Element to formalize strategies and policies to
ensure the community is developing in a sustainable and balanced fashion.

« The City is establishing policies throughout the General Plan to further reduce
GHG emissions, seft forth strategies for the future SCS, and ensure the General
Plan will need minimal revision following adoption of the SCS.
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Strategies for Integrating a Whole Systems Approach to Sustainability in the
General Plan

Below is a summary of three strategies under consideration for the Chico General Plan.
The General Plan Project Team will provide more extensive explanation of these
strategies at the STF meeting.

Based on discussions from the Sustainability Task Force, City Council, and general
public, the question of how to integrate the proposed whole systems approach, based
on the concept of the three-legged stoal, is in need of exploration. While sustainability
elements are relatively new to the planning landscape, there are a number of options
available for Chico to consider. The first two approaches in the list reflect the most
applicable strategies tried to date. The third approach is a hybrid of these two and
infroduces an alternative method for monitoring sustainability indicators. Each of these
strategies is a viable method of integrating a Whole Systems Approach into the General
Plan, each with its strengths.

1. Indicators and Targets by Topic Area Approach (City of Santa Monica)

Sustainability is divided into a number of topic areas (Santa Monica has eight) reflecting
the various aspects of the three E's of sustainability, and a broad goal is assigned to
each. A comprehensive list of numerical indicators and specific targets are established
to measure progress for each goal, typically related to overall community benefit,
reductions in pollution or waste, and participation from public and businesses.

a. Integration — each topic area is viewed and freated separately. Systems
approach comes only from comparing the results of all categories together. A
matrix is shown to demonstrate that many of the goals relate to more than one
area of sustainability. Shown below is an extract from the matrix.

b. Assessment — annual report card is issued for each goal which includes both
consideration of performance, staff commitment, and overall result compared
with past years. Shown below is an extract from the report card. A more
detailed assessment of the indicators for each topic area is made available on

the City’s website.
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2. The 3E Evaluation (Marin County)

Sustainability goals and policies are distributed across alll
areas of the General Plan related to sustainability (land
use, circulation, growth rates, public services, etc).
Targets and programs are established as implementing
mechanisms for each goal, with specific policies
assessed for their confribution to the overall system in
place (both sustainability and other systems)

a. Integratfion — Equity and Economy are treated in
the same element, with environment in a separate
location. Graphic tools are used to identify which
aspects of the three-legged stool each policy in Graphic to depict integration of
the plan relates to (see graphic on this page as an the three E’s
example of a policy that addresses equity and
economy, but not the environment).

b. Assessment — Indicators, benchmarks and targets are provided for each broad
topic area in the General Plan (i.e. Open Space, Atmosphere and Climate,
Community Design, Energy & Green Building). Reporting through the general
plan annual report. Specific presentations to City Council on an ongoing basis,
as well as presentation of data and accomplishments regularly at conferences.
An interactive online monitoring tool (see below) shows how the county is
performing in relation to each of the sustainability topic areas and indicators.
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3. The Hybrid Approach (with LOS-style assessment)

This approach takes elements of the Santa Monica and the Marin County approaches,
but with a different method of assessment. Establish topic areas of importance (i.e.
community health, walkability, resource conservation, green economic development)
and use these to create goals for each topic and policies directed at specific issues
related to that topic. The General Plan will start with a system of measurement, such as
a Level of Service (LOS) standard, for each of the three E's of sustainability, creating a
scale of the quality of actions and benefits associated with each policy.

c. Integratfion — While each sustainability goal primarily addresses a single “E"”, other
“E"s are typically addressed as secondary issues. Graphic tools similar to that
used for Marin County will be used to identify which aspects of the three-legged
stool each policy relates to (this applies to all policies in the Sustainability Element
and also to policies in other Elements that directly relate to Sustainability). The
LOS standard allows for readers to see how the topic area affects more than its
title suggests. For instance, economic development covers not only the
economy, but (through green building, buy local, etc.) also affects both the
equity and environment to varying levels.

d. Assessment - Rather than an overall grade score for each ftopic area, as in the
report card concept, there is a community assessment of overall Level of Service
for each of the three “E's” for each topic area. The primary difference between
this assessment and the grade score (in the Santa Monica example) would be
that the assessment is based on the overall success of the community, not an
annual assessment of effort in the past year. Thus, a score for the topic area of
Equitable and Open Government would include metrics for program
involvement, attendance at workshops, panels, and task forces, local
government initiatives, and neighborhood groups. These would then form the
basis of an LOS score for each “E” (LOS B for environment, LOS A for equity, and
LOS B for economy). If the City is operating well in the arena of economy but
had not had specific new programs to assess, the overall grade would remain
high.






An Eco-friendly City Plan

In 2002, the City of San Francisco passed a
resolution committing the city to an emissions
reduction goal that goes beyond the Kyoto Proto-
col objectives.

The resulting Climate Action Plan focuses the
city's efforts on transportation, energy efficiency,
renewable energy, and solid waste management
as the key areas that will have the greatest im-
pact on climate change.

The city anticipates that these four areas will
greatly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
make San Francisco a more sustainable city. For
example, transportation strategies such as the
increased use of clean-air vehicles and improved
fuel efficiency will help to reduce 37% of the city’s
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

By increasing incentives, direct installations, and
technical assistance as well as strengthening
codes and standards, the city anticipates that
31% of anticipated GHG reductions will be
achieved through energy efficiency. Energy effi-
cient actions such as installing LED traffic signals
across the city will help to reduce electricity use
by an estimated 7.7 million kilowatt/hours that will
save the city $1.2 million per year.

photo credit: Media Bistro
"We must act now to significantly
reduce greenhouse gas emissions or we
will quickly reach a point at which global
warming cannot be reversed.”
-San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom

City of San Francisco

Green Actions:

o Water-efficient landscaping, wastewater
management, and the reduction of water use

e A city fleet with more than 700 clean-air
vehicles; one of the largest municipal alternative
fuel vehicle fleets in the nation

e A mass fransit fleet with 57 percent zero-
emission vehicles; a goal of a completely zero-
emission fleet by 2020

Climate Action Plan to Reduce

CO2 Will Save:
Energy Efficiency-801,000 tons annually
Transportation- 963,000 tons annually
Renewable Energy- 550,000 tons annually
Solid Waste- 302,000 tons annually

Green Building Requirements Ordinance:
e CO;emissions will be reduced by 60,000
tons by the year 2012

Cost Savings:

e Instdlling LED technology in traffic signals
will save the city $1.2 million a year.
By 2027, the city will have a $44.6 million
savings as a result of that year's construc-
tion and renovation, as well as construction

Graph credit: CA Dept. of Transportation





Renewable energy programs that promote power
production from solar, wind, biomass, ocean
wave, and bay tidal current sources will help the
city to reduce an estimated 548,000 tons of CO2,
which represents 21% of total estimated GHG
reductions.

An expanded recycling program combined with
methane capture at city-operated landfills will
help to reduce 11% of estimated GHG reduc-
tions.

In 2008, San Francisco also signed into law a

Green Building Requirements Ordinance that

was developed from a task force set up by the

office of the mayor in 2007 to study and develop

green building proposals for the city. The policy, photo credit: Justin Sullivan/ Getty Images
described as one of the most far reaching green

building policies in the U.S., imposes green build-  San Francisco’s city hall grows vegetables in

|ng requirements on a” nery Constructed bUI|d- an organlc garden to promote efforts to reduce
ings in the city because building facilities are re- the city’s greenhouse gas emissions
sponsible for approximately 50% of the city’s ysg 9 '

greenhouse gas emissions.

According to the findings of the Task Force on "As mayor of San Francisco, I will pro-

Green Building for the City and County of San . . e
Francisco, the cumulative benefits of the ordi- vide the V.'s'on and Wolrk hard to make
nance through 2012 are approximately as fol- San Francisco a beautiful, well-planned

lows: CO, emissions will be reduced by 60,000 : : : _
tons, 220,000MWh of power will be saved, 100 CITY with excellent housmg and trans

million gallons of drinking water will be saved, portation options.”
wastewater and storm water will be reduced by
90 million gallons, construction and demolition -San Francisco Mayor' Gavin Newsom

waste will be reduced by 700 million pounds, the
valuations of recycled materials will be increased
by $200 million, the number of automobile trips
will fall by 540,000 and green power generation
will be increased by 37,000MWh.

Through the Climate Action Plan and the Green
Building Requirements Ordinance, the City of
San Francisco is making and effort to preserve
the environment and be energy efficient.

For more information visit:

1) http://sfenvironment.org/our programs/ photo credit: sfenvironment.org
topics.html?ssi=4&ti=13 ., .
2) http://co.sfgov.org/webreports/details.aspx? San Francisco’s Golden Gate Bridge

d=639 behind a local species of bird.






Case Study remplate

Anywhere USA City or Business Name

Catchy Title

This area will include several
paragraphs to describe the cost
effective strategies that the local
government or small business
implemented to achieve GHG
emission reductions.

Cost Effective Strategies

This section could focus on one
climate action area by topic, or it
could provide a comprehensive
summary of the cost effective
strategies based on the overall
Climate Action Plan.

Climate Action Plan

Baseline GHG 9.1 MMT CO»e
Inventory
GHG Reduction | 20% Below 1990
Target Levels by 2020
GHG Actions Estimated
Savings
Transportation X MMT CO,e
Energy Efficiency | X MMT CO.e
Renewable X MMT CO.e
Energy
Solid Waste X MMT CO,e
Estimated GHG | 2.5 MMT CO.e
Reductions

As background, this section could
include a summary of when, why,
and how climate action became a
priority for the local government or

business.

GHG Emissions by Source

Pie Chart

Picture

e Mayor

e Climate Program Manager
e Business Owner

nQﬂOte’

This section would describe a
general overview of the sources of
GHG emissions unique to the local
government or business.






Case Study remplate

Anywhere USA City or Business Name

Breakdown of Cost Data

Provide a summary of the cost for each of the climate action strategies.

Strategy
Cost

Upfront

Annual Bill Simple Rate of
Payback Return

Savings

(NOTE: This may be too much detail. Also, this data may not be realistically
available. Alternatively, we could provide information on the overall cost to
implement strategies in each action area. We could describe any grant funding
or incentives used to offset the upfront cost. Lastly, we could highlight annual
cost savings from each of the specific actions. OR Do you think the summary in

the right hand column below is enough?)

Energy Use Breakdown

Item kKWh/yr % of
energy total

Lighting

Equipment

Building

Envelope

Totals KWh 100%

A description of how much energy,
water, or fuel is used by each item
that they identified as a source of

emissions would be provided here.

Measured Savings by Action

Action Bill GHG
Savings Savings

Lighting

Equipment

Building
Envelope

Total $X X tonnes

Savings

This section would describe the
measured cost and GHG savings
from specific actions.

Lessons Learned

Contact Information

Picture

nallote'







MNational Conversation
on Climate Action

April 22, 2009
OVERVIEW OF THE NATIONAL CONVERSATION ON CLIMATE ACTION

On Earth Day 2009 (April 22), hundreds of communities across the country will participate in the
National Conversation on Climate Action. This unprecedented initiative will engage thousands
of citizens in face-to-face discussions to drive substantive, solutions-oriented dialogues about
climate action opportunities at the local level. Together these communities will chart a course of
action that will create green jobs, boost the economy, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, drive
energy solutions and enhance livability and sustainability.

The 2009 National Conversation reflects the burgeoning demand from local governments for
support on community outreach and engagement on climate initiatives. It will enable them to
build broader, sustained citizen support for and involvement in local climate protection strategies.

Among the hundreds of communities participating in the National Conversation, the following
were selected as Spotlight Conversations and will receive direct support in event planning and
promotion: Boise, Idaho; Hennepin County, Minnesota; Houston, Texas; Jackson, Wyoming;
Lexington, Kentucky (Fayette County); Los Angeles County, California; Milwaukee, Wisconsin;
Sarasota County, Florida; Sumter, South Carolina; and Tucson, Arizona.

The National Conversation is designed to:

e Spark or reignite community engagement in their local government’s climate protection
initiatives.

¢ Identify specific ways in which every citizen, local business and other key stakeholders
can support these initiatives.

e Chart a course of action for setting and meeting climate protection goals.

o Elevate the collective voices of local governments and their communities in national and
international climate action dialogue.

The 2009 National Conversation builds directly on the success of the inaugural effort undertaken
in 2007, during which 70 communities across the country organized local forums to build
awareness of, grow support for and engage new allies in local climate action work. The event will
take place annually to keep the dialogue open and drive progress.

More information is available at www.climateconversation.org.






The National Conversation on Climate Action is led by the following partners:

ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability (www.icleiusa.org)

ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI) is a membership association of local
governments committed to advancing climate protection and sustainable development. Since its
inception in 1990, ICLEI has grown to include nearly 1,000 cities in the world, more than 500 of
which are in the United States.

At ICLEI USA our mission is to build, serve, and drive a movement of local governments to
advance deep reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and achieve tangible improvements in local
sustainability. ICLEI will continue to empower local governments to set and achieve strong goals
through the ongoing evolution of its programs, tools and other resources and through the
establishment of comparative performance benchmarks for local action.

Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies (http://environment.yale.edu/)

The Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies is internationally known for its excellence.
Founded in 1901, the school offers master's degrees and doctoral programs and serves as a locus
for research into local, regional and global environmental issues.

Yale F&ES prepares new leadership and creates new knowledge to sustain and restore the long-
term health of the biosphere and the well-being of its people. Environmental challenges are
increasingly international and the school trains future leaders from over three dozen countries for
the global challenges of the 21st century.

Earth Day Network (www.earthday.net)

Earth Day Network seeks to grow and diversify the environmental movement worldwide, and to
mobilize it as the most effective vehicle for promoting a healthy, sustainable planet. It pursues
these goals through education, politics and consumer activism.

Earth Day Network has a global reach with a network of more than 17,000 partners and
organizations in 174 countries. More than 1 billion people participate in Earth Day activities,
making it the largest secular civic event in the world.

AmericaSpeaks (www.americaspeaks.org)

The mission of AmericaSpeaks, a non-partisan, non-profit organization, is to reinvigorate
American democracy by engaging citizens in the public decisions that most impact their lives.
Believing deeply in the collective wisdom of ordinary people, AmericaSpeaks integrates state-of-
the-art technology with small-group, face-to-face dialogue to allow thousands of people to
deliberate simultaneously about important issues and come to shared priorities.

Since our founding in 1995, AmericaSpeaks has given citizens an authentic voice in local,
regional and national decision-making on the most challenging public issues of the day. In this
time, we have engaged more than 130,000 people in deliberative forums to shape planning and
decision. Together, citizens and leaders can make better public decisions that make a difference.





MNational Conversation
on Climate Action

April 22, 2009

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the National Conversation on Climate Action?

The National Conversation on Climate Action is a set of events, hosted by local
governments across the country on Earth Day 2009, designed to inform and inspire local
climate action throughout the participating communities.

Local governments everywhere are recognizing the need to engage their communities in their
climate initiatives. The 2009 National Conversation will enable them to build broader, sustained
citizen support for and involvement in local climate protection strategies.

Where is it?

This is not a single event in a single location. Rather, the National Conversation on
Climate Action is a set of decentralized events taking place in participating cities and
counties across the country on the same day.

When is it?
April 22, 2009: Earth Day. The events can be held any time during the day or evening of
April 22.

Why Earth Day?

Scheduling the National Conversation on Earth Day was a strategic choice to enable local
governments to capitalize on the community’s enthusiasm and to leverage existing
resources (i.e. if you are already planning to hold an Earth Day event, make the National
Conversation that event in 2009).

As we approach Earth Day, the headlines are dominated by the struggling economy, job
losses, energy concerns and climate change. Indeed, it is a critical time for our country
and the planet and the moment when we need to get our communities involved.

Additionally, holding events in many communities on the same day provides an
opportunity for cities and counties to connect their local efforts to a national movement
and support the development of a large-scale, active network dedicated to climate





solutions. It will also bring media attention to the crucial role that local governments and
officials are playing in the effort to reduce global warming pollution.

Who will be participating?

City, town, and county governments across the United States interested in taking action
to stop global warming will be participating. Events are designed to engage diverse
stakeholders within the community (e.g., business, environment, faith groups, etc.) and
seek to include groups in the Conversation that may not have traditionally been a part of
environmental, climate, and energy-related initiatives.

What does it mean to participate?

Participating governments will, at a minimum, hold a town hall or community-wide
discussion to talk about the causes, impacts, and, most importantly, community-based
solutions to the problem of global warming.

The specific topics of each Conversation and the actions imparted to the community will
vary. Potential areas of focus include, but are not limited to:
0 The individual efforts needed to reach community emissions reduction
goals
o0 How climate protection initiatives can boost the local economy and create
green jobs
o Prioritizing amongst potential measures and initiatives to reduce
community emissions
0 The need for strong federal climate policies
o Upcoming international climate treaty negotiations in Copenhagen

How is this relevant to our local government and community?
Whether you are looking to save your residents and local businesses money on energy
bills, build a more robust and sustainable local economy, develop a local climate action
plan, or engage new stakeholders in your ongoing climate protection activities, the
National Conversation on Climate Action can provide an opportunity for you to advance
your goals. Every community in the country is struggling with issues of energy costs, a
shifting economy, and a changing climate. By focusing on solutions—on action—the
National Conversation gives local governments the chance to engage their community in
a dialog about win-win initiatives that everyone can get behind and be a part of.

Who can host a National Conversation event?

Local elected officials and local government staff are exclusively invited to host National
Conversation events in their communities. They will determine the format and agenda
that best suits their communities’ needs.

Who is organizing the event?
The National Conversation on Climate Action’s primary organizing partners, who will





provide event planning and promotion support through the www.climateconversation.org
website, are:

ICLEI — Local Governments for Sustainability U.S.A., Inc.

ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability is an international membership association
of local governments dedicated to advancing sustainable development and climate
solutions through local action.

http://www.iclei.org/usa

Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies

Our mission is to train leaders and to create new knowledge that will sustain and restore
the health of the biosphere and the well-being of its people.
http://environment.yale.edu/

Earth Day Network

Earth Day Network seeks to grow and diversify the environmental movement worldwide, and to
mobilize it as the most effective vehicle for promoting a healthy, sustainable planet. It pursues
these goals through education, politics and consumer activism.

http://www.earthday.net

AmericaSpeaks

The mission of AmericaSpeaks, a non-partisan, non-profit organization, is to reinvigorate
American democracy by engaging citizens in the public decisions that most impact their lives.
Believing deeply in the collective wisdom of ordinary people, AmericaSpeaks integrates state-of-
the-art technology with small-group, face-to-face dialogue to allow thousands of people to
deliberate simultaneously about important issues and come to shared priorities.
www.americaspeaks.org

What support will be provided to local governments that host a

National Conversation?

Participating local governments can access a wealth of supporting materials at
www.climateconversation.org in the Resources section, including tools for planning and
promoting their event, as well as keeping their community meaningfully engaged on
April 22" and beyond.

What can my community/our local government gain by

participating in the National Conversation on Climate Action?
An opportunity to:

e Spark or reignite community engagement in their local government’s climate protection
initiatives.

o Identify specific ways in which every citizen, local business and other key stakeholders
can support these initiatives.

e Chart a course of action for setting and meeting climate protection goals.





o Elevate the collective voices of local governments and their communities in national and
international climate action dialogue.

e Cost-effective (free planning and promotion support) way to authentically engage
your community in your climate action plans/goals

e Leverage existing resources and community enthusiasm around Earth Day

e Local media coverage and part of our national media outreach

e Bring key stakeholders together to chart a course of action to meet your climate
protection goals, boost the local economy and create jobs.

How do we get started?

Once you know that you would like to host a National Conversation event as a part of
your community’s Earth Day activities, the first step would be to register your event on
www.climateconversation.org. As you finalize details of your event you can log back into
the site and edit/update your unigque event page and even use it to collect and manage
RSVPs. We recommend consulting the “Event Planning” page of the “Resources” section
of the National Conversation website for specific guidance on getting started planning
your event.

Is this the first annual National Conversation on Climate

Action?

The 2009 National Conversation builds directly on the success of the inaugural effort undertaken
in 2007, during which 70 communities across the country organized local forums to build
awareness of, grow support for and engage new allies in local climate action work. The event will
take place annually to keep the dialogue open and drive progress.

Who do | contact to get involved?

To learn more and get involved, please visit www.climateconversation.org where
registration is now open to local governments. You can also email us at
climateconversation@iclei.org.






Tools Available for Planning Your National Conversation Event

The tools listed below have been specifically designed or selected to support your National
Conversation on Climate Action event and are all available on or through the National
Conversation on Climate Action website. If you have questions about how you can use these tools
and materials to engage your community in your climate protection and sustainability efforts on
Earth Day and beyond please email climateconversation @iclei.org or call Suzie Cownie at
510.844.0699.

Event Planning:

[] Guide for National Conversation Event Hosts: This instruction guide is your starting
point for planning a National Conversation event. It is filled with tips on choosing
realistic and action-oriented goals for event outcomes, conducting outreach to fill your
event with a representative sampling of the community, and structuring a discussion that
fosters meaningful engagement and action. Discussion tips have been designed to be as
flexible and adaptable as possible to address the needs of a wide variety of groups and
situations.

[] Guide to Hosting a Green Event: This short guide will tell you what you need to consider
to minimize the environmental impact of your event and includes practical tips for
greening-up your event, no matter what the size.

[ Media Tipsheet: The National Conversation on Climate Action tipsheet walks through
the timeline for engaging your local media to maximize the coverage of your event—
before and after April 22™.

] Climate Change Experts List: This list, a directory of scientists and journalists interested
in presenting their work on climate change to the public, includes information on how to
learn more about these potential speakers for your National Conversation event and how
to contact them if you are interested in inviting them to speak.

Event Promotion:





[1 Save-the-Date Postcard and Poster: These promotional materials contain space for you to
add the details for your local event—simply type your information into the template and
send them to a local printer. The postcards can be mailed to community members or
groups or left at your local coffee shop as a way to get the word out to everyone to save-
the-date!

[ Sample Press Advisory and Press Release: You can customize these template materials
with local information to help capture media attention for your event. See the Media
Tipsheet for information on when and how to use the template press materials.

[1 Event profile on www.climateconversation.org: When you register your local event on
the National Conversation website, a page is automatically generated with your event
information. You can use your unique event page to post event details and promote your
event to your community.

Materials for Engaging Citizens at Your Event:

[] National Conversation on Climate Action Discussion Guide: This discussion guide gives
sample worksheets and discussion activities that you can use to ensure an action-oriented
and engaging event.

[] Citizens Guide to Local Climate Action: This guide to citizen action, designed
specifically for you to distribute to citizens at your National Conversation on Climate
Action event, is a simple primer on how everyone can be a part of local climate action.
Choose from the ready-to-print version or the customizable version, which includes space
for you to let your citizens know about what programs you have locally for them to get
involved and reduce their emissions at home, at work and in their civic and religions
organizations.

[ National Conversation on Climate Action Welcome Video: All National Conversation
events should feature this brief (2-3 minute) welcome video, designed to inspire
participants to action and highlight the significance of being a part of a truly National
Conversation. It will be available for download starting in late March.

[ Other fact sheets and educational materials: The “Additional Resources” page of the
www.climateconversation.org website contains a number of fact sheets and informational
resources that you may be interested in making available to those who attend your event.

Tools for Keeping Your Community Engaged:

We are currently working with our allies to create tools for keeping your community engaged

long after your National Conversation event on April 22" Stay tuned for more information on
exclusive trainings for National Conversation participants on how to use these tools to engage
your community.

] Climate Culture Household Emissions Calculator: Details on this calculator, which will
help your citizens measure their own carbon emissions footprint, are coming soon!

[ Climate Crossroads: Details on this powerful social networking tool are coming soon!

[J ICLEI Outreach and Communications Guide: ICLEI’s Outreach and Communications
Guide is a tool to help local governments effectively communicate climate information to
their constituencies. The Guide contains an array of steps and methodologies for






communication and outreach efforts, as well as a compilation of best practices from
around the United States.





