
Sustainability Task Force Agenda 

A Committee of the Chico City Council
 Mayor Ann Schwab, Chair

Meeting of August 6, 2012 – 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
    Conference Room No. 1 in the Council Chamber Building, 421 Main Street, Chico

1. TASK FORCE MEMBERSHIP:  Introduction of new members Cheri Chastain Sustainability Coordinator for Sierra
Nevada Brewery and Sara Morford Sustainability Coordinator for Sheraton Real Estate Management. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 6-4-12 SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE MEETING.  (Exhibit “A”).

3. DISCUSSION OF AD-HOC COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS AND MEETING DATES.

Chair Schwab requested that the Task Force discuss assignments for the Ad-Hoc Committees and potential future
meeting dates.  A description of each Task Force and its current members are attached as Exhibit “B.”

4. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS -The following information is provided for the Task Force’s information.  No
action can be taken unless the Task Force agrees to include them on a subsequent posted agenda. 

a. Citizen Request Regarding Reducing Junk Mail - By email (copy attached as Exhibit “C”) Juanita Sumner
requested the Task Force consider sending a letter to the Enterprise Record requesting that they provide an
opportunity for a person to “opt out” from receiving the weekly “Market Value Place” distribution in the mail. 

b. Citizen Request Regarding WWF Earth Hour City Challenge  - Jerry Peavy requested by email that the City
consider joining the World Wildlife Foundation Earth Hour City Challenge.  A copy of the email and information
regarding the challenge is attached as Exhibit “D.”

c. Climate Action Plan Update - Staff will provide an update on the Planning Commission’s review of the Draft
Climate Action Plan and the next steps toward City Council consideration for approval.

d. Sustainable Business Program:  Staff will provide an update on the refinement of the application package and
potential launch date for the program.

e. Update on the PG&E Innovator Pilot Chico Energy Pioneers Project: The Ad-Hoc Committee will update the
Task Force on the status of the program, and the presentation of the program to the Statewide Energy Efficiency
Collaborative (SEEC) forum in Los Angeles on July 19, 2012.

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

Members of the public may address the Task Force at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda, with
comments being limited to three minutes.  The Task Force cannot take any action at this meeting on requests made
under this section of the agenda.

6. ADJOURNMENT – Due to the Labor Day holiday, the meeting will adjourn no later than 7:30 p.m. to a regular
meeting scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on Monday, September 10, 2012, unless otherwise noticed.

ATTACHMENTS: 
Exhibit “A”:  Minutes of 6/4/12 Meeting  
Exhibit “B”: Ad-Hoc Committee Descriptions
Exhibit “C”: Juanita Sumner Junk Mail Email
Exhibit “D”: WWF Earth Hour City Challenge email and Information

Agenda available from the General Services Department or the City website at www.ci.chico.ca.us.under “Meetings/Agendas”
Prepared: 8/1/12 General Services Department
Posted : 8/1/12 965 Fir Street, Chico, CA 95928
Prior to:  5:30 p.m. (530) 896-7800

Please contact the City Clerk at 896-7250 should you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to request
a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting.  This request should be received at
least three working days prior to the meeting in order to accommodate your request.

Members:
Dwight Aitkens BT Chapman Cheri Chastain Robyn DiFalco Tom DiGiovanni 
Jon Luvaas Sara Morford Jim Pushnik Valerie Reddemann Ann Schwab, Chair
Toni Scott Jon Stallman Krystle Tonga Tammy Wichman Scott Wolf Julian Zener



CITY OF CHICO
SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE (STF)

Minutes of 
June 4, 2012 Regular Meeting 

Member Present:
Dwight Aitkens Robyn DiFalco Tom DiGiovanni Jon Luvaas Jim Pushnik
 Ann Schwab Toni Scott Jon Stallman Tammy Wichman

Members absent:
 BT Chapman  Ken Grossman Valerie Reddemann  Krystle Tonga Scott Wolf
Julian Zener  

Staff present: Linda Herman, General Services Administrative Manager

ITEMS REQUIRING ACTION:

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE 4-2-12 TASK SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE MEETING

Action: A motion by Robyn DiFalco to approve the minutes was seconded by Jim Pushnik
and approved by the Task Force (8-0-7).

2. CONSIDERATION OF THE INITIAL DRAFT OF THE CITY OF CHICO 2020 CLIMATE ACTION PLAN.

The Task Force continued its review of the initial draft of the 2020 Climate Action Plan (CAP), starting with
Chapter 4: Phase II and completing the document.  Previous written comments on the CAP received from
Task Force members Luvaas and Chapman were reviewed and incorporated into the CAP where
appropriate.  Public comments from Stephanie Taber, Steve Buttitta, and Jill Ortega were also discussed and
incorporated into the CAP. 

Action:  None

NON ACTION ITEMS:

3. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS - No Action Required

a. Sustainable Business Program:  The Education and Outreach Ad-Hoc Committee provided an
update on the refinement of the logo design and plans to kick off the program in the Fall 2012.

b. Plastic Bag Ordinance: General Services Administrative Manager Herman (GSAM) informed the
Task Force that the City Council’s Internal Affairs Committee will consider the potential plastic bag
restriction ordinance at its meeting at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 12, 2012.  The meeting will be held
in Conference Room 1 of the Council Chamber building at 421 Main Street.

c. Statewide Commercial Recycling Mandate: GSAM updated the Task Force on AB 341, which
established a mandatory statewide recycling requirement on commercial businesses that generate 4
cubic yards or more of trash per week, and multifamily complexes with 5 or more units.  The
regulations become effective on July 1, 2012. 

GSAM informed the Task Force that the City’s primary role was to notify affected businesses and
multifamily property owners of the upcoming regulations.  Staff stated that the City already requires
multifamily property owners to provide recycling opportunities to tenants and that many businesses are
already recycling.  Staff and the waste haulers will be working with the North Valley Property Owners
Association, the Chamber of Commerce, and DCBA to outreach to those businesses and multifamily
complexes who are not currently recycling.

4. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR: None

5. ADJOURNMENT – The Task Force adjourned at 7:15 p.m. to a regular meeting scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, July 3, 2012.
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EXHIBIT “B”

SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE
AD-HOC COMMITTEE DESCRIPTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP

BUSINESS OUTREACH  

This Committee was formed to work on the Sustainable Business Recognition Program and on any
other outreach programs to engage businesses in Climate Action.  The purpose is to provide
resources and information to assist businesses in reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and to
become more sustainable.  This Committee will also work with other business related groups, such
as the Downtown Chico Business Association, the Chamber of Commerce, and the Mayor’s
Business Advisory Committee

Membership:

Task Force Members: Dwight Aitkens, Ann Schwab, Toni Scott, Scott Wolf

Public Members: Fletcher Alexander, Amanda Fairley, Nichoel Farris, Lauren
Kennedy, Tino Nava, Jill Ortega, Steve Rodowick, Crystal Torres

EDUCATION/OUTREACH

The Committee was formed to assist in informing the public on Climate Change and other areas of
sustainability.  The Committee has been active in participating with booths at the Earth Day events,
the Eco Fest, Thursday Night Market, and other public events.  The Committee also worked with the
Gateway Museum to hold workshops and to develop “Climate Action” kits for teachers, and worked
with Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) and the Butte County Air Quality
Management District (BCAQMD) to promote “Alternative Transportation Week.”  This will be an
integral Committee in implementing the Climate Action Plan if it is approved by the City Council. 

Membership:

Task Force Members: Jim Pushnik, Krystle Tonga, Julian Zener

Public Members: Fletcher Alexander, Jennifer Arbuckle, Bob Odland, Jill Ortega,
Stephen Tchudi, Susan Tchudi, Steve Rodowick, Charles Withurn,

SOLID WASTE

This Committee is fairly new that was formed to address potential residential solid waste franchise
zones for Butte County, the new statewide mandatory commercial recycling regulations, and other
solid waste issues related to GHG reductions, sustainability and the Task Force’s Work Plan.

Task Force Members: Valerie Reddemann

Public Members: Jennifer Arbuckle, Randy Coy, Steve Depa, Woody Elliott, Matt
Fryer, Mark Herrera, Bill Mannel, Jill Ortega, Carl Peters, Steve
Rodowick Doug Speicher
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RESILIENCE/ADAPTATION

The Committee worked on developing the component of the Climate Action Plan that discusses the
environmental, economic, agricultural, and social impacts anticipated as the earth’s climate changes. 
If the CAP is approved, this Committee will work with City Staff, the utilities, and other public
agencies, such as the Butte County Public Health Department, in developing a plan or strategy on
now to address and be more resilient to potential local climate change impacts and effects.

Membership:

Task Force Members: B.T. Chapman, Jon Luvaas, Julian Zener

Public Members: Fletcher Alexander

TRANSPORTATION

The purpose of this Committee is to keep the Sustainability Task Force (STF) informed and engaged
in the existing transportation committees at BCAG, the City, and other agencies to ensure there are
no missed opportunities to address GHG emission reductions or other sustainability issues early on in
the transportation planning process.  As with the Education Committee, this Committee will become
more involved and integral to the City’s climate action efforts and BCAG implements SB 375 and the
CAP is implemented.

Membership:

Task Force Members: Robyn DiFalco

Public Members: None at present, but suggestions include representatives from BCAG,
BCAQMD, CSU, Chico, Butte College, Chico Unified School District,
local bike shops and groups, Enloe Hospital and other large employers.
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Linda Herman - RE: item for Aug STF agenda 

  
Thanks Linda, 
 
let me know what you and Ann think. I don't really feel this is an issue that needs a lot of discussion. Unless you can find 
a clause in the law that says this kind of mailer does not need to include "opt out" information, the ER is breaking the law 
and needs to be told so by some official entity, like the mayor or the city attorney. Mike Ramsey?  
 
Like the time you and Ann told Waste Management they had no right to come onto my private property without my 
permission. That stuck, by the way, my neighbors all tote their bins out to the main street now, instead of those giant 
trucks coming onto my property. That only took one meeting of the waste committee, so I would think this issue could be 
taken care of fairly shortly and simply. Here's a link with more information about exactly what kind of mailer we're dealing 
with --    http://www.echo-media.com/categoryList.php?categoryID=96  
 
If you think plastic bags are a problem, ask yourself how many tons of Market Value Place are dumped into landfills every 
year - including those that are "overprint" - never even circulated. The professor from Arizona who started the science of 
"garbology" found whole layers of un-circulated newsprint, dating back to the 1950's, looking like fresh newspapers.  
 
Thanks for your attention to this matter, I'll be waiting to hear what you guys think about this - Juanita 
 

Date: Mon, 16 Jul 2012 09:30:41 -0700 
From: LHERMAN@ci.chico.ca.us 
To: 
CC: aschwab@ci.chico.ca.us; friendsofannschwab@yahoo.com 
Subject: Re: item for Aug STF agenda 
 
Hi Juanita, 
  
Thanks for the email and the information.  I am forwarding your request to put this issue on the August STF meeting 
agenda to Ann. 
  
Hope you have a great day 
  
Linda 
 
>>> 7/13/2012 8:54 AM >>> 
Linda, 
 
did you know that junk mailers are required to put their contact information ON their junk mail, so that people can 
contact them and ask to be taken off their mailing list? And then they are supposed to do so, for at least three months. 
Chase Bank will do it for 5 years, after which they send you a form letter to opt out another 5 years. I've contacted all the 
junk mailers I had in my mail box and they've stopped. I've gotten two such letters from Chase Bank and it works. 
 
But the local mailer out of the Enterprise Record does not comply - they send out this pile of inserts called "Market Value 
Place" every Wednesday. They don't include contact information, they don't even admit it's FROM the ER, and if you call 
the ER, they'll just laugh at you and hang up. 
 
 So, how can I agendize this problem for a future meeting?  
 
Thanks, at your convenience, Juanita Sumner 

From:    juanita sumner 
To:    Linda Herman <lherman@ci.chico.ca.us>
Date:    7/18/2012 9:02 AM
Subject:   RE: item for Aug STF agenda

EXHIBIT "C"
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Linda Herman - Re: Chico, compete in the Earth Hour City Challenge 

  
Hello Jerry, 
 
Thank you for your email.  I hope you are familiar with the actions the City of Chico has taken to be leader in sustainability.  
Through my work as chair of the Sustainability Task Force, the City has taken significant actions to address sustainability in 
our community.  Among the larger initiatives, the City has completed a Green House Gas Emissions audit, prepared a Climate 
Action Plan, updated the Residential Energy Conservation Ordinance, adopted our 2030 General Plan which emphasizes 
sustainability, approved a Diversity Action Plan and is developing a Business Sustainability Program.  In addition, the City has 
taken a number of operational measures to reduce energy, reduce costs and improve quality of life. 
 
The Sustainability Task Force meets on the first Monday of every month at 5:30 in Conference Room 1 of the Municipal 
Building, 421 Main St. 
 
I will include your email in Reports and Communications section of our August meeting to see if members of the Task Force 
would be interested in working with you on this.  In the meantime, perhaps you could offer suggestions of what ideas you 
might have for Chico to participate in WWF's Earth Hour City Challenge.  I've included Linda Herman in this response.  Linda 
provides administrative assistance to the Task Force.  I'd appreciate if you would please include her in your emails. 
 
 
Ann Schwab 
Mayor, City of Chico 
P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927 
530-518-7383 
 
>>> 07/26/12 4:01 PM >>> 
 
Jul 26, 2012 
 
Mayor Ann Schwab 
421 Main Street 
Chico, CA 95928-5439 
 
Dear Mayor Schwab, 
 
As a Chico resident, I'm writing to urge you to help protect my family 
and our city from the harmful consequences of increasingly extreme 
weather by participating in WWF's Earth Hour City Challenge, a 
competition among cities to prepare for a changing climate. 
 
More and more, communities in California are facing higher temperatures 
and coastal erosion from sea level rise. We aren't alone. Cities 
throughout our country are on the front lines of increasingly extreme 
weather, from more intense heat waves and wildfires to droughts, 
rainstorms, and floods. As climate change worsens, dangerous weather 
events are getting more frequent or severe - or both. 
 
But our city can take practical measures at the local level to prepare 
for these weather extremes, protecting us from more costly and 
dangerous problems in the future. Infrastructure improvements and other 

From:    Ann Schwab
To:    
Date:    7/27/2012 4:15 PM
Subject:   Re: Chico, compete in the Earth Hour City Challenge
CC:    Herman, Linda

EXHIBIT "D"
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proactive actions will save us money and keep our families and 
communities safer and healthier. 
 
How is our city preparing for these climatic changes? And are we doing 
enough? 
 
With this letter I challenge our city to compete in WWF's Earth Hour 
City Challenge! I hope you will participate and protect my family and 
fellow residents by preparing for the increasingly extreme weather our 
community is already facing. Learn more at 
www.worldwildlife.org/citychallenge 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Jerry Peavy 
2111 Algonkin Ave 
Chico, CA 95926-2518 
 
 

EXHIBIT "D"
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Instructions for Earth Hour 
City Challenge candidates
Guidance for Local Government Representatives to enter information 
relevant to the Earth Hour City Challenge 

CLIMATE

 

EXHIBIT "D"
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2WWF – Instructions for Earth Hour City Challenge candidates

These instructions are complementary to the User Manual  
for Local Governments representatives which is available on 
http://citiesclimateregistry.org/cities/  
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3WWF – Instructions for Earth Hour City Challenge candidates
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9WWF – Instructions for Earth Hour City Challenge candidates

Earth Hour City Challenge – Background 
and objective
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JWWF – Instructions for Earth Hour City Challenge candidates

Evaluation procedure and criteria
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energy solutions. Carbon and energy data of cities will be evaluated to assess 
if the city is moving forward on sustainability in a holistic way. WWF’s global 
Energy Vision will work as a foundation document.
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for level of ambition and potential to meet human needs in a sustainable way - 
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assessed for credibility in terms of resources committed in relation to the size of 
the challenge and the capabilities of the city / country
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City Performance
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or to renewable energy.
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mitigation action.
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Public Engagement Grants
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Grant Selection Criteria
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3. The event solicits input from all participants. 
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