
 

Sustainability Task Force Members:   
Cheri Chastain, Vice Chair Dave Donnan  William Loker   
Lucas RossMerz  Mark Stemen, Chair  

Agenda 
Sustainability Task Force 

A Committee of the Chico City Council 
 

Meeting of Thursday, December 14, 2017 – 5:30 p.m. 
    Municipal Center - 421 Main Street, Conference Room No. 1 in the Council Chambers  

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

2. APPROVE NOVEMBER 9, 2017 MEETING MINUTES 

 Draft 11/09/17 minutes attached. 

3. STATUS UPDATE REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CITY’S WASTE FRANCHISE 
AGREEMENT (Linda Herman/City of Chico, Becky Holden/Recology, and Kim Fleming/Waste 
Management) – The STF will receive an update regarding implementation of the City’s Waste 
Franchise Agreement from City staff and representatives from Recology and Waste Management. 

4. 2017/18 CIVICSPARK INITIATIVE: UPDATE (CivicSpark Member Marcussen) – The STF will 
receive its regular update regarding the effort to develop long-term strategies for mitigating anticipated 
local impacts of climate change. 

5. 2018 SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE MEETING SCHEDULE (Deputy Director Vieg) – Attached is a 
proposed meeting schedule for 2018. 

6. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS - These items are provided for the STF’s information. Although the 
STF may discuss the items, no action can be taken at the meeting. Should the STF determine that 
action is required, an item may be included on a subsequent agenda. 

7. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR -  Members of the public may address the STF at this time on any 
matter not already listed on the agenda, with comments being limited to three minutes.  The STF 
cannot take any action at this meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda.   

8. ADJOURNMENT - Next meeting scheduled for (2018 Meeting Schedule TBD)  
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):   11/09/17 STF Meeting Minutes (Draft) 
    Proposed 2018 STF Meeting Schedule   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda available from the City’s website at www.ci.chico.ca.us.under “Meetings/Agendas” 
 
Prepared:  12/06/17      Community Development Department  
Posted:  12/06/17      421 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Chico, CA 95928 
Prior to:   5:30 pm      (530) 879-6800  
 

Please contact the City Clerk at 896-7250 should you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to 
request a disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting. This request should be 
received at least three working days prior to the meeting in order to accommodate your request. 

http://www.ci.chico.ca.us/


 

 

CITY OF CHICO SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

NOVEMBER 9, 2017 
 

Municipal Center 
421 Main Street 

Council Chambers, Conference Rm. 1 
 
STF Members Present:  Mark Stemen, Chair 
     Dave Donnan 
     William Loker 
     Lucas RossMerz 
     
STF Members Absent:  Cheri Chastain, Vice Chair 
           
Staff Members Present:  Brendan Vieg, Deputy Director 
     Molly Marcussen, CivicSpark Fellow 
     Richie Bamlet, Urban Forester 
           
Guests Present:   Charles Withuhn, Chico Tree Advocates  
     Linda Storey 
     Jessica Shippen 
     Angela Casler      
     Robin McCollum 
        
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair Stemen called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm. STF members, City staff, and guests were 
present as noted.  

 
2. APPROVE SEPTEMBER 14, 2017 MEETING MINUTES 
 

The 09/14/17 STF Meeting Minutes were approved 4-0. 
 

3. DISCUSSION OF CHICO’S URBAN FOREST AND ITS ROLE IN ADDRESSING 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
Charles Withuhn (Chico Tree Advocates) and Chico Urban Forester Richie Bamlet provided 
updates on ongoing and future efforts to improve the health of Chico’s urban forest, the 
importance of trees in reducing greenhouse gases, and how a shaded community is adaptive and 
resilient to warming temperatures (see attachment for details regarding presentations). 
 
The following topics were discussed after each presentation: 
 
 



 

 

Richie Bamlet – Chico’s Urban Forester 

• Differences between using private contract tree crews and City street crews 

• City funding for maintaining Chico’s urban forest 

• Benefits of different tree species for carbon sequestration 

• The importance of diverse species and age for a healthy forest 

 
Charles Withuhn (Chico Tree Advocates) 

 
• Signature trees are being removed from Chico’s urban forest 

• The biggest threats to our climate are burning coal, burning gas, and cutting down trees 

• There have been more trees removed than planted in Chico the last 8 years 

• The role a healthy growing urban forest in providing for community safety (Chico City 
Council’s number one priority) 

• Trees provide shade which provides resiliency from increased heat caused from climate change 

• Shade from trees reduces the need for pavement maintenance 

• Without proper maintenance of the urban forest there is significant liability to the City – City 
Council needs to fund tree crews 

• There are 3,000 empty street tree planting sites in the City 

• The benefits of a tree nursery in Bidwell Park for “home-grown” trees 

• Discussion regarding a coordinated effort between the City’s Parks Division and Chico Tree 
Advocates in identifying a master tree planting list and working towards a “ready to go” 
planting effort 

• Discussion of the status of PG&E money the City received when PG&E removed a number of 
trees  

 

4. 2017/18 CIVICSPARK INITIATIVE: CLIMATE ADAPTATION 
 

CivicSpark Fellow Marcussen provided the STF with an update regarding the effort to develop 
long-term strategies for mitigating anticipated local impacts of climate change. Marcussen is 
coordinating with CSU, Chico, and City and Butte County staff, in the development of a Draft 
Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment that identifies risks climate change poses to the 
community, and will also prepare draft adaptation and resiliency goals, policies, and objectives.   

 
5. REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 
  

Deputy Director Vieg shared that BCAG has initiated development of the Butte Plug-In Electric 
Vehicle (PEV) Readiness Plan, and that he and other city and county staff, as well as interested 



 

 

stakeholders, are participating in the effort. The Plan will make the region eligible for grant 
funding, and help meet GHG emission reduction targets 

 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 
 

CSUC student Jessica Shippen asked questions of the STF regarding renewable energy incentives, 
the community’s energy grid mix, and the role the City plays in those efforts. 
 
Linda Story, owner of Hula’s Chinese BBQ, shared that her business recently went strawless, and 
she wants to challenge other Chico businesses to do the same. Seattle went strawless for 3 months 
and called in “Strawless in Seattle”. She would like for Chico to go strawless for a month.  She 
asked the STF for advice and to partner together. The STF is interested and suggested she reach 
out to businesses like Klean Kanteen, Sierra Nevada, etc., and also look to the CN&R to run a 
story. 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
  

There being no further business from the STF, the meeting adjourned at 6:55pm to the meeting of 
Thursday, December 14, 2017.  
  
 
                                                                                                     
Date Approved   Brendan Vieg, Principal Planner 







































Proposed 2018 STF Meeting Schedule 

Thursday, January 25th @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 

Thursday, February 22nd @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 

Thursday, April 12th @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 

Thursday, May 24th @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 

Thursday, July 12th @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 

Thursday, August 23rd @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 

Thursday, October 11th @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 

Thursday, November 22nd @ 5:30pm in CR 1 

 


