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(530) 896-7800 Prior to:   6:00 p.m. 

 
CITY OF CHICO 

BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 
NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE 

(Commissioners Haar and Smith-Peters) 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

January 20, 2021, 6:00 p.m.  
 

REMOTE ONLINE MEETING VIA WebEx  
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street during 
normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/. 

 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
 

This meeting is being conducted via teleconference in accordance with Executive Order N-25-20 and N-29-20.  
Members of the public may virtually attend the meeting by using the City’s WebEx platform, by calling into the 
meeting, or by sending an email to the email address indicated below. 
 
The public may listen to and/or participate in the Natural Resources Committee Meeting via computer, with both 
video and audio enabled, or through audio only via landline or mobile telephone.   
 
Emailed public comments will be accepted with the subject line PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM ____, sent to 
parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov during the meeting prior to the close of public comment on an item. The public 
is encouraged not to send more than one email per item and not to comment on numerous items in one email. For 
any emails received during the meeting, the names of the people submitting the email will be read, but not the email 
itself.  However, emails will become part of the public record and available to the public for review after the meeting.  
 
 

WebEx MEETING INFORMATION: 
 
The public may use the following information to remotely view and participate in the BPPC Natural Resource 
Committee meeting online:  
 
Event Name:   BPPC NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEETING  1-20-2021 
 
Date/Time:      Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 6:00 pm 
 
WebEx Event URL:  https://chico.webex.com/chico/onstage/g.php?MTID=eedca60d422a76bca6edd2ddb78dd1e56 
 
Event #: 146 892 4690 
 
Attendee Password: NRC210120 (Case Sensitive)  
 
Call-in Number: 1-844-517-1442 Call-in Password: 146 892 4690 

 
‘’ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format, or if 
you need to request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  If possible, this request should be received 

at least three (3) days prior to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chico.ca.us/
https://chico.webex.com/chico/onstage/g.php?MTID=edffa12c5538f089b9ad9d364d36e81a8
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 
2. REGULAR AGENDA 

 
2.1. ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT PROGRAMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) FOR THE DRAFT VEGETATIVE FUELS MANAGEMENT PLAN. 
 

At its meeting on 12/14/20, the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) reviewed a Draft 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the City’s proposed Draft Vegetative Fuels 
Management Plan.  A Notice of Availability of the PEIR was issued on 12/18/20 which started the 45-day 
public comment period and announced an opportunity for the public to provide comments on the PEIR at 
the BPPC Natural Resource Committee meeting on 1/20/2021. (Report – P&NRM Linda Herman). 
 
DRAFT PEIR DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The Draft PEIR is available for public review at the following 
locations: 1) City of Chico Parks Division, 965 Fir Street by appointment only, call 530-896-7800 to 
schedule an appointment; and 2) Chico Branch of the Butte County Library, 1108 Sherman Avenue, open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 pm.  An electronic version of the Draft PEIR is also available on 
the City’s web page at https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan 
 
Recommendation:  The Committee will provide its comments, if any, on the PEIR and accept comments 
from the public.  All comments received will be addressed in the Final PEIR and will not be discussed at 
this meeting. 

 
 

3. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  
 

Members of the public may address the Committee at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda, 
comments are limited to three minutes.  The Committee cannot take any action at this meeting on requests 
made under this section of the agenda. 

 
 
4. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Unless otherwise noticed, adjourn to the next regular meeting on February 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. at a location 
or format to be determined based on COVID-19 status.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan
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BPPC Natural Resource Committee Report Meeting Date 1/20/21 

 
DATE: 1/15/21 

TO: BPPC Natural Resource Committee 

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT PROGRAMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) FOR THE DRAFT VEGETATIVE FUELS MANAGEMENT PLAN. 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF:  
 
At its meeting on 12/14/20, the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) reviewed a Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the City’s proposed Draft Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP).  A Notice 
of Availability of the PEIR was issued on 12/18/20 which started the 45-day public comment period and announced an 
opportunity for the public to provide comments on the PEIR at the BPPC Natural Resource Committee meeting on 
1/20/2021. 
 

Recommendation:  The Committee will provide its comments, if any, on the PEIR and accept comments from 
the public.  All comments received will be addressed in the Final PEIR and will not be discussed at this meeting. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
With assistance from the Butte County Resource Conservation District (BCRCD), the City applied for and was awarded 
a $158,907 Community Wildfire Prevention grant from Cal Fire to develop the VFMP.  The grant does not include 
funding for the implementation of the VFMP, and the project specific environmental review and implementation of the 
proposed projects identified in the Plan. The City also pledged a local match of $55,828 for a total project cost of 
$214,735.    
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP) Overview: 
 
The VFMP outlines a framework for managing fuel loads and vegetation on City-owned properties to reduce the likelihood 
of a catastrophic wildfire and to promote the growth of noninvasive native vegetation. Implementation of the VFMP would 
involve thinning, pruning, grazing, prescribed burning, removal, herbicide use, and other modification of trees and 
vegetation within the VFMP areas. Appropriate vegetation management techniques to be employed at a specific site would 
be identified by the City during annual workplan development. These work plans would identify specific treatment types, 
area or properties to be treated, implementation timing, and other monitoring and tracking needs.  
 
To minimize or mitigate impacts to resources in City parklands and greenways, the VFMP identifies Standard Project 
Requirements (SPRs) to be implemented during vegetation management activities and sets standards for desired 
conditions in different vegetation types.  The VFMP also identifies and describes in detail several priority projects at 
specific locations. These priority projects serve as examples of the kinds of vegetation management activities the City 
contemplates in the future.  A 3rd Draft of the VFMP is included as Appendix B in the PEIR in redlined form and is the 
draft being analyzed in the PEIR. 

 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report Overview: 
 
The draft PEIR was developed by consultants from BCRCD, CSU, Chico Ecological Reserve, Deer Creek Resources, 
and Dempsey Vegetation Management.  Additionally, cultural and biological experts and representatives from the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service and the Butte County Fire Safe Council helped develop the PEIR.   
 
The PEIR is intended to serve as a program EIR, as defined by the State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15168, for the 
adoption and implementation of the City of Chico Vegetative Fuels Management Plan. All of the scenarios described in 
Section 15168 apply to the VFMP. Therefore, activities proposed in the VFMP receive general environmental review in 
the PEIR by analyzing their cumulative impacts as a program after considering their standard project requirements 
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(SPRs), and then identifying mitigation measures (if needed) that would be expected to reduce the 
environmental  impacts below a threshold of significance.  
 
The Draft PEIR indicates that there would be potentially significant impacts related to Biological and Hydrology/Water 
Quality resources, but these impacts would be less than significant with proposed mitigation measures.  Impacts on the 
remaining environmental resources or issue areas would be nonexistent or insignificant.  The project will not affect any 
sites enumerated under Section 65962.5 (Hazardous Sites) of the Government Code. 
 
Due to the length of the PEIR, only Chapter 1 – Executive Summary is included with this report. The full PEIR and 
appendices are available on the City’s website at:  https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan.  Hard 
copies are available for public review at the Butte County Library at 1108 Sherman Avenue, open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 pm., and the City of Chico Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street by appointment only. 
 
Public Comment Period: 
 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, a Notice of Availability (NOA) (Attached as Attachment 2) requesting comments on the 
Draft PIER was prepared.  The NOA was circulated through the Butte County Recorder’s Office and the State 
Clearinghouse (SCH # 2020090170) websites on December 18, 2020.  This posting started the 45-day public comment 
period, which will end at 5:00 p.m. on February 2, 2021.   
 
The NOA also announced a public meeting to be held at the 1/20/21 BPPC Natural Resource Committee meeting where 
verbal and emailed comments on the Draft PEIR will be accepted.  Information on the availability of and how to access 
and review the PEIR and the public meeting date was also announced in a press release and advertised in the local 
newspaper.  
 
At this NRC meeting, Staff will provide an overview of the VFMP and will note general themes of verbal and emailed 
comments received.  All comments and questions received will be discussed and addressed in the Final PEIR.  Staff 
strongly encourages the public to submit written comments to ensure that their specific comments are represented in the 
project record and addressed in the Final PEIR.  Comments are to be sent to: 
 

Linda Herman, P&NRM 
City of Chico Park Division 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927 

Email: linda.herman@chicoca.gov 
 

The public is asked to please be sure to include their name, address, email or telephone number with their comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1:  Draft PEIR Executive Summary (Chapter 1) 
Attachment 2:  Notice of Availability of the PEIR  

https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan
mailto:linda.herman@chicoca.gov


1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 1 12/7/2020
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1.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 3 12/7/2020



1.2.1 Programmatic Vegetation Management on City Lands

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 4 12/7/2020



1.2.2   The Key Projects

1.2.3 Vegetation Management in Cooperation with Private Landowners

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 5 12/7/2020



1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS

1.3.1 Less than significant impacts

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 6 12/7/2020



1.3.2 Potentially significant impacts that can be mitigated to below a
level of significance

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 7 12/7/2020



1.3.3 Cumulative impacts and potentially significant impacts remaining
after mitigation

1.3.  Growth inducing impacts

1.3.4 

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 8 12/7/2020



Impact Significance 
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure Significance 
After Mitigation

Impact BIO-a: Project 
activities could have a 
substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through 
habitat modifications, or 
through cumulative 
impacts, on a wildlife 
species identified as a 
candidate, sensitive, or 
special-status species in 
local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or 
by the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

PS

Mitigation Measure BIO-1a: Compensatory Mitigation to Special-Status Wildlife, If Applicable
If the provisions of SPR BIO-5a cannot be implemented and additional mitigation is necessary to reduce significant 
impacts, the project proponent will compensate for such impacts to species or habitat by acquiring and/or 
protecting land that provides (or will provide in the case of restoration) habitat function for affected species that 
is at least equivalent to the habitat function removed or degraded as a result of the treatment. Compensation may 
include:
1.) Preserving existing habitat outside of the treatment area in perpetuity; this may entail purchasing mitigation 
credits and/or lands from a CDFW- or USFWS-approved entity in sufficient quantity to offset the residual significant 
impacts, generally at a ratio of 1:1 for habitat; and/or
2.) Restoring or enhancing existing habitat within the treatment area or outside of the treatment area (including 
decommissioning roads, adding perching structures, removing existing perching structures, or removing existing 
movement barriers or other existing features that are adversely affecting the species), and/or
3.) In lieu of the measures described above, compensatory mitigation may be satisfied through compliance with 
permit conditions, or other authorizations obtained by the project proponent (e.g., incidental take permit, if 
required), if these requirements are equally or more effective than the mitigation identified above.

LTSM

4.4 Biological Resources

PS = Potentially significant
LTSM = Less than significant with Mitigation     SU = Significant and unavoidable 

The project proponent will prepare a Compensatory Mitigation Plan that identifies the residual significant effects 
that require compensatory mitigation and describes the compensatory mitigation strategy being implemented to 
reduce residual effects.  The project proponent will consult with CDFW and/or any other applicable responsible 
agency prior to finalizing the Compensatory Mitigation Plan in order to satisfy that responsible agency’s 
requirements (e.g., permits, approvals) within the plan.  For species listed under ESA or CESA, the project 
proponent will submit the mitigation plan to CDFW and/or USFWS for review and comment.  For other special-
status wildlife species (not listed under ESA or CESA) the project proponent may consult with CDFW and/or USFWS 
regarding the availability and applicability of compensatory mitigation and other related technical information. 
The Compensatory Mitigation Plan will include:
 For preserving existing habitat outside of the treatment area in perpetuity, a summary of the proposed 
compensation lands (e.g., the number and type of credits, location of mitigation bank or easement), parties 
responsible for the long-term management of the land, and the legal and funding mechanisms for long-term 
conservation (e.g., holder of conservation easement or fee title). The project proponent will submit evidence that 
the necessary mitigation has been implemented or that the project proponent has entered into a legal agreement 
to implement it and that compensatory habitat will be preserved in perpetuity.
For restoring or enhancing habitat within the treatment area or outside of the treatment area, a description of 
the proposed habitat improvements, success criteria that demonstrate the performance standard of maintained 
habitat function has been met, legal and funding mechanisms, and parties responsible for long-term management 
and monitoring of the restored habitat. If the loss of occupied habitat cannot be offset, and as a result treatment 
activities would substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of listed wildlife species, then the 
treatment will not qualify as within the scope of this PEIR.

LTS = Less than significant 
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Impact BIO-a: Project 
activities could have a 
substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through 
habitat modifications, or 
through cumulative 
impacts, on a plant  species 
identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special-status 
species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

PS

Mitigation Measure BIO-1b: Compensatory Mitigation to Special-Status Plants, If Applicable
If the provisions of SPR BIO-5b cannot be implemented and additional mitigation is necessary to reduce 
significant impacts, the project proponent will compensate for such impacts to species or habitat by acquiring 
and/or protecting land that provides (or will provide in the case of restoration) habitat function for affected 
species that is at least equivalent to the habitat function removed or degraded as a result of the treatment.
Compensation may include:
1.)        Preserving and enhancing existing populations outside of the treatment area in perpetuity (first priority). If 
that is not an option because existing populations that can be preserved in perpetuity are not available, 
2.)         Creating populations on mitigation sites outside of the treatment area through seed collection and 
dispersal (annual species) or transplantation (perennial species) and/or
Purchasing mitigation credits from a CDFW- or USFWS-approved conservation or mitigation bank in sufficient 
quantities to offset the loss of occupied habitat; and/or
If the affected special-status plants are not listed under ESA or CESA, compensatory mitigation may include 
restoring or enhancing degraded habitats so that they are made suitable to support special-status plant species in 
the future.
Finally, in lieu of the measures described above, compensatory mitigation may be satisfied through compliance 
with permit conditions, or other authorizations obtained by the project proponent (e.g., incidental take permit for 
state-listed plants), if these requirements are equally or more effective than the mitigation identified above.

The project proponent will prepare a Compensatory Mitigation Plan that identifies the residual significant impacts 
that require compensatory mitigation and describes the compensatory mitigation strategy being implemented 
and how unavoidable losses of special-status plants will be compensated. The project proponent will consult with 
CDFW and/or any other applicable responsible agency prior to finalizing the Compensatory Mitigation Plan to 
satisfy that responsible agency’s requirements (e.g., permits, approvals) within the plan. If the special-status plant 
taxa are listed under ESA or CESA, the plan will be submitted to CDFW and/or USFWS (as appropriate) for review 
and comment. The Compensatory Mitigation Plan will include: (continued on next page)

LTSM

4.4 Biological Resources

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 10 12/7/2020
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 _______________________________________ 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE_________ 
 
965 Fir Street                           (530) 896-7800 or (530) 894-4200 
P.O. Box 3420                     Fax (530) 895-2634  
Chico, CA 95927-3420            http://www.Chicoca.gov 

 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
DRAFT PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  

CITY OF CHICO VEGETATIIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
(SCH # 2020090170) 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Chico (the "City"), acting as lead agency, has prepared a 
Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (Draft PEIR) pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to assess the potential environmental effects of the proposed City 
of Chico Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP or Plan) 
 
The City of Chico has established a minimum 45-day public review for the Draft PEIR which 
begins on December 18, 2020 and ends on February 2, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Interested parties are invited to provide comments on the Draft EIR prior to the end of the public 
review period. Comments on the Draft PEIR may be submitted to the City of Chico Parks 
Division, Attn: Park & Natural Resources Manager, PO Box 3420, Chico, CA 95927 or emailed to 
linda.herman@chicoca.gov. If you have any questions or desire additional information, you may 
contact Park & Natural Resources Manager Linda Herman at (530) 896-7241. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: The areas included within the VFMP encompass City-owned parcels located 
within City limits (i.e., all City-owned parcels other than the City’s water and sewage treatment plant).  
Specifically, as shown in attached Figure 1, the VFMP Area includes: 274 City-owned parcels, ranging 
in size from <0.1 acres to >1,000 acres and totaling about 6,400 acres. The main parks, recreational 
and open space areas discussed in the VFMP are as follows: Bidwell Park (Upper, Middle, Lower and 
Lost), Lindo Channel, Verbena Fields, Teichert Ponds, Airport Open Space, Bidwell Ranch, Foothill 
Preserve, various South Chico preserved properties, and the greenways along Little Chico Creek, 
Bidwell Avenue, Comanche Creek, Dead Horse Slough, and Butte Creek Diversion Channel. The 
VFMP does not address CARD-owned properties or the Chico urban forest (street trees). 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City has determined that there are areas within Chico that are at high 
risk of wildfire, and that vegetation management/fuels reduction will significantly reduce destructive 
wildfire risk. The VFMP outlines a framework for managing fuel loads and vegetation on City-owned 
properties to reduce the likelihood of a catastrophic wildfire. Implementation of the VFMP would 
involve thinning, pruning, grazing, prescribed burning, removal, herbicide use, and other modification 
of trees and vegetation within the VFMP area to reduce the likelihood of a wildfire occurring and to 
minimize/slow the spread of a wildfire should one occur. Appropriate vegetation management 
techniques to be employed at a specific site would be identified by the City during annual workplan 
development. These work plans would identify specific treatment types, area or properties to be 
treated, implementation timing, and other monitoring and tracking needs. To minimize or mitigate 
impacts to resources in City parklands and greenways, the VFMP identifies Standard Project 
Requirements (SPRs) to be implemented during vegetation management activities and sets standards 
for desired conditions in different vegetation types.  The VFMP also identifies and describes in detail 
several priority projects at specific locations. These priority projects serve as examples of the kinds of 
vegetation management activities the City contemplates in the future.   
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ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: The Draft PEIR indicates that there would be 
potentially significant impacts related to Biological and Hydrology/Water Quality resources, but these 
impacts would be less than significant with proposed mitigation measures.  Impacts on the remaining 
environmental resources or issue areas would be nonexistent or insignificant.  The project will not 
affect any sites enumerated under Section 65962.5 (Hazardous Sites) of the Government Code. 
 
DRAFT PEIR DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The Draft PEIR is available for public review at the 
following locations: 1) City of Chico Parks Division, 965 Fir Street by appointment only, call 530-896-
7800 to schedule an appointment; and 2) Chico Branch of the Butte County Library, 1108 Sherman 
Avenue, open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 pm.  An electronic version of the Draft PEIR is 
also available on the City’s web page at:  https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: As a result of the expanding outbreak of COVID-19 and restrictions placed on in-
person gatherings, the City will host an online public session to receive comments on the Draft PEIR 
and the Draft Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP), rather than an in-person event. The online 
public session will be held on Wednesday, January 20, 2021, from 6:00 p.m. as part of the Bidwell 
Park & Playground Commission’s Natural Resource Committee meeting. 
 
To participate in the online public meeting, visit the city website at 
https://chico.ca.us/post/2020-agendas and click on the 1/20/21 Bidwell Park & Playground 
Commission Natural Resource Committee Meeting agenda for login information. 
 
The meeting will begin with a project overview. Verbal and emailed comments on the Draft PEIR will 
also be accepted during the meeting. Staff will note general themes of verbal and emailed comments 
made and will address those in the Final PEIR, however, staff encourages the public to submit written 
comments to ensure that their specific comments are represented in the project record and addressed 
in the Final PEIR. Please be sure to include your name, address, email or telephone number with your 
comment. 
 
Please send written comments to the following addresses: 
 

Linda Herman, P&NRM 
City of Chico Park Division 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927 

Email: linda.herman@chicoca.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  December 18, 2020 

https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan
https://chico.ca.us/post/2020-agendas
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