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Public Works Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared: 1/21/2021 
965 Fir Street Agenda Posted:  1/22/2021 
Chico, CA  95928 Prior to:   6:00 p.m. 
(530) 896-7800 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
December 14, 2020, 6:00 pm  

Remote Meeting via City’s WebEx Platform 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street, Chico during 

normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
 

This meeting is being conducted in accordance with the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20.  Members of the public 
may virtually attend the meeting by using the City’s WebEx platform, by calling into the meeting, or by sending an email 
to the following email address.  This meeting will not be televised on Comcast Channel 11. 
 
Emailed public comments will be accepted with the subject line PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM ____, sent to 
parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov during the meeting prior to the close of public comment on an item. The public is 
encouraged not to send more than one email per item and not to comment on numerous items in one email. For any 
emails received during the meeting, the names of the people submitting the email will be read, but not the email itself.  
However, emails will become part of the public record and available to the public for review after the meeting.  
 
WebEx public participants may use the following information to remotely view and participate in the Bidwell Park & 
Playground Commission meeting online:  
 

Event Name:   BIDWELL PARK & PLAYGROUND COMMISSION MEETING  1-25-2021 
 
Date/Time:      Monday, January 25, 2021 at 6:00 pm 
 

 WebEx URL: https://chico.webex.com/chico/onstage/g.php?MTID=ede0b6a8a0b33e0e2a7081e78f1f57a36 
 

Event #: 146 435 8145 
 
Attendee Password: BPPC210125 (Case Sensitive) 
 
Call-in Number: 1-844-517-1442 Call-in Password: 146 435 8145 

 
 
1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  
 

1.1. Call to Order 
 

1.2. Roll Call 
 

 
2. CONSENT AGENDA  

 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 

 
2.1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 
Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC meeting held on 12/14/21. 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – IF ANY  
 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS   NONE 
 

 
5. REGULAR AGENDA 

http://www.chico.ca.us/
https://chico.webex.com/chico/onstage/g.php?MTID=ede0b6a8a0b33e0e2a7081e78f1f57a36
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5.1. REPORT FROM THE 1/20/2021 BPPC NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEETING.  

 
The Natural Resource Committee (NRC) will provide a report on the following agenda item that was 
discussed at its 1/20/21 meeting.  A copy of the NRC meeting agenda and staff reports is attached. (Report 
– Lise Smith-Peters, Interim Committee Chair):  

 
5.1.1. ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT PROGRAMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) FOR THE DRAFT VEGETATIVE FUELS MANAGEMENT PLAN. 
 

At its meeting on 12/14/20, the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) reviewed a Draft 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the City’s proposed Draft Vegetative Fuels 
Management Plan.  A Notice of Availability of the PEIR was issued on 12/18/20 which started the 
45-day public comment period and announced an opportunity for the public to provide comments on 
the PEIR at the BPPC Natural Resource Committee (NRC) meeting on 1/20/2021.  
 
DRAFT PEIR DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The Draft PEIR is available for public review at the 
following locations: 1) City of Chico Parks Division, 965 Fir Street by appointment only, call 530-896-
7800 to schedule an appointment; and 2) Chico Branch of the Butte County Library, 1108 Sherman 
Avenue, open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 pm.  An electronic version of the Draft PEIR 
is also available on the City’s web page at https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-
plan.  Comments are due by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday February 2, 2021. 
 
Recommendation:  None.  The BPPC will provide its comments, if any, and accept comments from 
the public on the Draft PEIR.  All comments received will be addressed in the Final PEIR and will not 
be discussed at tonight’s meeting. 

 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  
 

Members of the public may address the Commission via WebEx or by email at parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov  
at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda, with comments being limited to three minutes or as 
determined by the Chair. The Committee cannot take any action at this meeting on requests made under this 
section of the agenda. 
 

7. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  
 
 These items are provided for the Commission’s information.  Although the Commission may discuss the items, no 

action can be taken at this meeting. Should the Commission determine that action is required, the item or items may 
be included for action on a subsequent posted agenda. 

 
7.1 Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager  
 
7.2 Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager  
 

8. COMMISSIONER REQUESTS 
 
 Pursuant to AP&P 10-1, a majority vote of the commission is needed in order to agendize these items for discussion 

at a future meeting.  If agendized, public comment will be taken at that meeting.   
 

8.1. By email dated 12/16/20 Commissioner Liles requests to agendize a presentation regarding the City’s bike 
plan, network, and infrastructure. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
         Adjourn to the next regular meeting on 2/22/21 at 6:00 p.m. at a location or format to be determined. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to 
request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least 3 working days prior to 
the meeting. 

https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan
https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan
mailto:parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov
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CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

MINUTES OF 
DECEMBER 14, 2020 MEETING 

Remote Meeting via City’s WebEx Platform 
 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: This meeting was conducted in accordance with the Governor’s Executive 
Order N-29-20.  The public was able to view the meeting via the City’s WebEx Platform. Public comments were 
also accepted by email sent to parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov before and during the meeting, prior to the 
close of public comment on an item.  
 
1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  
 

1.1. Call to Order 
 

 Called to order by Chair McReynolds at 6:00 p.m.  
 

1.2. Roll Call 
 
 Commissioners Present:  
 
 Anna Moore 
 Garrett Liles 
 Lise Smith-Peters 
 Jeff Glatz 
 Aaron Haar 
 Elaina McReynolds 
 
 Commissioners Absent: None 
 
 Staff Present Erik Gustafson (Public Works Director O&M) 
  Steve Standridge, Fire Chief 

 Linda Herman (Park and Natural Resource Manager) 
 Richie Bamlet (Urban Forest Manager)  
 Shane Romain (Park Services Coordinator)  
 Monica Murdock (Admin Assistant) 
   

2. CONSENT AGENDA  
 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 
 

2.1. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 
Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC meeting held on 10/26/20. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Haar and seconded by Commissioner Moore to approve 
the consent agenda.  
 
The motion carried by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Commissioner Moore, Commissioner Liles, Commissioner Smith-Peters, Commissioner 

Glatz, Vice-Chair Haar, Chair McReynolds 
 
NOES: None 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – NONE 
 
4. PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 

mailto:parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov
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5. REGULAR AGENDA 

 
5.1. CONSIDERATION OF COMMISSIONER MOORE’S AND HAAR’S REQUEST TO DISCUSS 

FIRE RISKS IN BIDWELL PARK. 
 

At its 10/26/20 meeting, the BPPC approved requests form Commissioners Moore and Haar to 
agendize discussion regarding fire risks in Bidwell Park and requested that representatives from 
Chico Fire Department attend tonight’s meeting. ( Report – Linda Herman, Park & Natural 
Resource Manager) 

 
Recommendation: The BPPC is requested to provide direction on whether to send 
recommendations to the City Council regarding this discussion. 

 
Chief Standridge discussed the fire risks in Bidwell Park along with response times, indicating that 
fire risk is determined primarily on three factors, topography, weather and fuel loads and that the 
affects of these factors are more likely to occur in Upper Park, than Lower Park.  
 
Chair McReynolds asked if the Chief could please help the Park Division inform the public 
regarding the extent of fire risks in Bidwell Park.  

          __________________________ 
 

June Carey emailed comments and Woody Elliott provided comments during the meeting on this 
item. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
   

5.2. INTRODUCTION OF THE DRAFT PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
(PEIR) FOR THE DRAFT VEGETATIVE FUELS MANAGEMENT PLAN (VFMP). 

 
The Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) will receive an update and presentation from 
the City’s consultants on the draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Report for the City’s Draft 
Vegetative Fuels Management Plan. (Report – Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resource 
Manager) 
 
Recommendation:  None this is an informational item only at this time. The Commission and the 
public will be able to provide comments on the PEIR at the Natural Resources Committee and the 
BPPC meetings in January 2021, and throughout the 45-day public comment period. 

 
Wolfy Rougle presented a slideshow.  

 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments were received from John Blachley via email and from Woody Elliott by email and 
during the meeting.  

               _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5.3. CONSIDERATION OF THE FINAL RESTORATION PLAN FOR THE NATURE CENTER AREA  
 

On 11/25/19, the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) reviewed a draft plan for the 
tree-clearing area near the Nature Center area in Lower Bidwell Park to restore the area as a 
Valley Oak Woodland demonstration site. The plan was also reviewed by the Natural Resources 
Committee (NRC).  The BPPC will consider the final restoration plan prepared by the City’s 
consultant Dempsey Vegetation Management to achieve this goal. (Report – Linda Herman, 
Park & Natural Resource Manager) 
 
Recommendation: The Commission is requested to approve the final restoration plan. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Comments were received from Tom Barrett via email and from Woody Elliott by email and during 
the meeting. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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After receiving the comments concerning CEQA review for the project, the Commission 
requested that the following more specific language be added to the plan: 
 
1. That any and all work on this project will be completed outside of the migratory bird nesting 

season of February 1 to August 31, and the Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle (VELB) adult 
stage activity season of March 15 – June each year to avoid physical disturbance of the 
elderberry bushes. 
 

2. No herbicides will be used within 100 feet of elderberry stems > 1” in diameter. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Haar to approve the final restoration plan with the above 
additional language. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Liles. 
 
The motion carried by the following vote:  
 
AYES: Commissioner Moore, Commissioner Liles, Commissioner Smith-Peters, Commissioner 
Glatz, Vice-Chair Haar and Chair McReynolds. 
 
NOES: None 

 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  
 

Members of the public may address the Commission via WebEx or by email at 
parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda, with 
comments being limited to three minutes or as determined by the Chair. The Committee cannot take 
any action at this meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda. 

 
Comments were received from Tom Barrett via email and from Woody Elliott by email and during the 
meeting. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Comments were received from Woody Elliott by email and during the meeting. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  
 
 These items are provided for the Commission’s information.  Although the Commission may discuss the 

items, no action can be taken at this meeting. Should the Commission determine that action is required, 
the item or items may be included for action on a subsequent posted agenda. 

 
7.1 Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager  
 
7.2 Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager  

 
8.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Adjourned at  8:47 p.m. to the next regular meeting on 1/25/21 at 6:00 p.m. at a location or format to be 
determined. 
 
 
Date Approved: ___/___/___ 
 
Prepared by:  
 
___________________________   ____________________ 
Monica Murdock, Admin Assistant   Date 

mailto:parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov
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965 Fir Street, Chico CA 92928 Agenda Posted:  1/16/20 
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CITY OF CHICO 

BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 
NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE 

(Commissioners Haar and Smith-Peters) 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

January 20, 2021, 6:00 p.m.  
 

REMOTE ONLINE MEETING VIA WebEx  
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street during 
normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/. 

 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
 

This meeting is being conducted via teleconference in accordance with Executive Order N-25-20 and N-29-20.  
Members of the public may virtually attend the meeting by using the City’s WebEx platform, by calling into the 
meeting, or by sending an email to the email address indicated below. 
 
The public may listen to and/or participate in the Natural Resources Committee Meeting via computer, with both 
video and audio enabled, or through audio only via landline or mobile telephone.   
 
Emailed public comments will be accepted with the subject line PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM ____, sent to 
parkpubliccomment@chicoca.gov during the meeting prior to the close of public comment on an item. The public 
is encouraged not to send more than one email per item and not to comment on numerous items in one email. For 
any emails received during the meeting, the names of the people submitting the email will be read, but not the email 
itself.  However, emails will become part of the public record and available to the public for review after the meeting.  
 
 

WebEx MEETING INFORMATION: 
 
The public may use the following information to remotely view and participate in the BPPC Natural Resource 
Committee meeting online:  
 
Event Name:   BPPC NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEETING  1-20-2021 
 
Date/Time:      Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 6:00 pm 
 
WebEx Event URL:  https://chico.webex.com/chico/onstage/g.php?MTID=eedca60d422a76bca6edd2ddb78dd1e56 
 
Event #: 146 892 4690 
 
Attendee Password: NRC210120 (Case Sensitive)  
 
Call-in Number: 1-844-517-1442 Call-in Password: 146 892 4690 

 
‘’ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format, or if 
you need to request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  If possible, this request should be received 

at least three (3) days prior to the meeting. 
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1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

 
2. REGULAR AGENDA 

 
2.1. ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT PROGRAMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) FOR THE DRAFT VEGETATIVE FUELS MANAGEMENT PLAN. 
 

At its meeting on 12/14/20, the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) reviewed a Draft 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the City’s proposed Draft Vegetative Fuels 
Management Plan.  A Notice of Availability of the PEIR was issued on 12/18/20 which started the 45-day 
public comment period and announced an opportunity for the public to provide comments on the PEIR at 
the BPPC Natural Resource Committee meeting on 1/20/2021. (Report – P&NRM Linda Herman). 
 
DRAFT PEIR DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The Draft PEIR is available for public review at the following 
locations: 1) City of Chico Parks Division, 965 Fir Street by appointment only, call 530-896-7800 to 
schedule an appointment; and 2) Chico Branch of the Butte County Library, 1108 Sherman Avenue, open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 pm.  An electronic version of the Draft PEIR is also available on 
the City’s web page at https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan 
 
Recommendation:  The Committee will provide its comments, if any, on the PEIR and accept comments 
from the public.  All comments received will be addressed in the Final PEIR and will not be discussed at 
this meeting. 

 
 

3. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  
 

Members of the public may address the Committee at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda, 
comments are limited to three minutes.  The Committee cannot take any action at this meeting on requests 
made under this section of the agenda. 

 
 
4. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Unless otherwise noticed, adjourn to the next regular meeting on February 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. at a location 
or format to be determined based on COVID-19 status.  
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BPPC Natural Resource Committee Report Meeting Date 1/20/21 

 
DATE: 1/15/21 

TO: BPPC Natural Resource Committee 

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT PROGRAMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT (PEIR) FOR THE DRAFT VEGETATIVE FUELS MANAGEMENT PLAN. 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF:  
 
At its meeting on 12/14/20, the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) reviewed a Draft Programmatic 
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the City’s proposed Draft Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP).  A Notice 
of Availability of the PEIR was issued on 12/18/20 which started the 45-day public comment period and announced an 
opportunity for the public to provide comments on the PEIR at the BPPC Natural Resource Committee meeting on 
1/20/2021. 
 

Recommendation:  The Committee will provide its comments, if any, on the PEIR and accept comments from 
the public.  All comments received will be addressed in the Final PEIR and will not be discussed at this meeting. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
With assistance from the Butte County Resource Conservation District (BCRCD), the City applied for and was awarded 
a $158,907 Community Wildfire Prevention grant from Cal Fire to develop the VFMP.  The grant does not include 
funding for the implementation of the VFMP, and the project specific environmental review and implementation of the 
proposed projects identified in the Plan. The City also pledged a local match of $55,828 for a total project cost of 
$214,735.    
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP) Overview: 
 
The VFMP outlines a framework for managing fuel loads and vegetation on City-owned properties to reduce the likelihood 
of a catastrophic wildfire and to promote the growth of noninvasive native vegetation. Implementation of the VFMP would 
involve thinning, pruning, grazing, prescribed burning, removal, herbicide use, and other modification of trees and 
vegetation within the VFMP areas. Appropriate vegetation management techniques to be employed at a specific site would 
be identified by the City during annual workplan development. These work plans would identify specific treatment types, 
area or properties to be treated, implementation timing, and other monitoring and tracking needs.  
 
To minimize or mitigate impacts to resources in City parklands and greenways, the VFMP identifies Standard Project 
Requirements (SPRs) to be implemented during vegetation management activities and sets standards for desired 
conditions in different vegetation types.  The VFMP also identifies and describes in detail several priority projects at 
specific locations. These priority projects serve as examples of the kinds of vegetation management activities the City 
contemplates in the future.  A 3rd Draft of the VFMP is included as Appendix B in the PEIR in redlined form and is the 
draft being analyzed in the PEIR. 

 
Programmatic Environmental Impact Report Overview: 
 
The draft PEIR was developed by consultants from BCRCD, CSU, Chico Ecological Reserve, Deer Creek Resources, 
and Dempsey Vegetation Management.  Additionally, cultural and biological experts and representatives from the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service and the Butte County Fire Safe Council helped develop the PEIR.   
 
The PEIR is intended to serve as a program EIR, as defined by the State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15168, for the 
adoption and implementation of the City of Chico Vegetative Fuels Management Plan. All of the scenarios described in 
Section 15168 apply to the VFMP. Therefore, activities proposed in the VFMP receive general environmental review in 
the PEIR by analyzing their cumulative impacts as a program after considering their standard project requirements 
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(SPRs), and then identifying mitigation measures (if needed) that would be expected to reduce the 
environmental  impacts below a threshold of significance.  
 
The Draft PEIR indicates that there would be potentially significant impacts related to Biological and Hydrology/Water 
Quality resources, but these impacts would be less than significant with proposed mitigation measures.  Impacts on the 
remaining environmental resources or issue areas would be nonexistent or insignificant.  The project will not affect any 
sites enumerated under Section 65962.5 (Hazardous Sites) of the Government Code. 
 
Due to the length of the PEIR, only Chapter 1 – Executive Summary is included with this report. The full PEIR and 
appendices are available on the City’s website at:  https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan.  Hard 
copies are available for public review at the Butte County Library at 1108 Sherman Avenue, open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 pm., and the City of Chico Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street by appointment only. 
 
Public Comment Period: 
 
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, a Notice of Availability (NOA) (Attached as Attachment 2) requesting comments on the 
Draft PIER was prepared.  The NOA was circulated through the Butte County Recorder’s Office and the State 
Clearinghouse (SCH # 2020090170) websites on December 18, 2020.  This posting started the 45-day public comment 
period, which will end at 5:00 p.m. on February 2, 2021.   
 
The NOA also announced a public meeting to be held at the 1/20/21 BPPC Natural Resource Committee meeting where 
verbal and emailed comments on the Draft PEIR will be accepted.  Information on the availability of and how to access 
and review the PEIR and the public meeting date was also announced in a press release and advertised in the local 
newspaper.  
 
At this NRC meeting, Staff will provide an overview of the VFMP and will note general themes of verbal and emailed 
comments received.  All comments and questions received will be discussed and addressed in the Final PEIR.  Staff 
strongly encourages the public to submit written comments to ensure that their specific comments are represented in the 
project record and addressed in the Final PEIR.  Comments are to be sent to: 
 

Linda Herman, P&NRM 
City of Chico Park Division 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927 

Email: linda.herman@chicoca.gov 
 

The public is asked to please be sure to include their name, address, email or telephone number with their comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1:  Draft PEIR Executive Summary (Chapter 1) 
Attachment 2:  Notice of Availability of the PEIR  
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1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 1 12/7/2020
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City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 2 12/7/2020
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1.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 3 12/7/2020
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1.2.1 Programmatic Vegetation Management on City Lands

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 4 12/7/2020
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1.2.2   The Key Projects

1.2.3 Vegetation Management in Cooperation with Private Landowners

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 5 12/7/2020
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1.3 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATIONS

1.3.1 Less than significant impacts

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 6 12/7/2020
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1.3.2 Potentially significant impacts that can be mitigated to below a
level of significance

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 7 12/7/2020
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1.3.3 Cumulative impacts and potentially significant impacts remaining
after mitigation

1.3.  Growth inducing impacts

1.3.4 

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 8 12/7/2020
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Impact Significance 
Before Mitigation

Mitigation Measure Significance 
After Mitigation

Impact BIO-a: Project 
activities could have a 
substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through 
habitat modifications, or 
through cumulative 
impacts, on a wildlife 
species identified as a 
candidate, sensitive, or 
special-status species in 
local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or 
by the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.

PS

Mitigation Measure BIO-1a: Compensatory Mitigation to Special-Status Wildlife, If Applicable
If the provisions of SPR BIO-5a cannot be implemented and additional mitigation is necessary to reduce significant 
impacts, the project proponent will compensate for such impacts to species or habitat by acquiring and/or 
protecting land that provides (or will provide in the case of restoration) habitat function for affected species that 
is at least equivalent to the habitat function removed or degraded as a result of the treatment. Compensation may 
include:
1.) Preserving existing habitat outside of the treatment area in perpetuity; this may entail purchasing mitigation 
credits and/or lands from a CDFW- or USFWS-approved entity in sufficient quantity to offset the residual significant 
impacts, generally at a ratio of 1:1 for habitat; and/or
2.) Restoring or enhancing existing habitat within the treatment area or outside of the treatment area (including 
decommissioning roads, adding perching structures, removing existing perching structures, or removing existing 
movement barriers or other existing features that are adversely affecting the species), and/or
3.) In lieu of the measures described above, compensatory mitigation may be satisfied through compliance with 
permit conditions, or other authorizations obtained by the project proponent (e.g., incidental take permit, if 
required), if these requirements are equally or more effective than the mitigation identified above.

LTSM

4.4 Biological Resources

PS = Potentially significant
LTSM = Less than significant with Mitigation     SU = Significant and unavoidable 

The project proponent will prepare a Compensatory Mitigation Plan that identifies the residual significant effects 
that require compensatory mitigation and describes the compensatory mitigation strategy being implemented to 
reduce residual effects.  The project proponent will consult with CDFW and/or any other applicable responsible 
agency prior to finalizing the Compensatory Mitigation Plan in order to satisfy that responsible agency’s 
requirements (e.g., permits, approvals) within the plan.  For species listed under ESA or CESA, the project 
proponent will submit the mitigation plan to CDFW and/or USFWS for review and comment.  For other special-
status wildlife species (not listed under ESA or CESA) the project proponent may consult with CDFW and/or USFWS 
regarding the availability and applicability of compensatory mitigation and other related technical information. 
The Compensatory Mitigation Plan will include:
 For preserving existing habitat outside of the treatment area in perpetuity, a summary of the proposed 
compensation lands (e.g., the number and type of credits, location of mitigation bank or easement), parties 
responsible for the long-term management of the land, and the legal and funding mechanisms for long-term 
conservation (e.g., holder of conservation easement or fee title). The project proponent will submit evidence that 
the necessary mitigation has been implemented or that the project proponent has entered into a legal agreement 
to implement it and that compensatory habitat will be preserved in perpetuity.
For restoring or enhancing habitat within the treatment area or outside of the treatment area, a description of 
the proposed habitat improvements, success criteria that demonstrate the performance standard of maintained 
habitat function has been met, legal and funding mechanisms, and parties responsible for long-term management 
and monitoring of the restored habitat. If the loss of occupied habitat cannot be offset, and as a result treatment 
activities would substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of listed wildlife species, then the 
treatment will not qualify as within the scope of this PEIR.

LTS = Less than significant 

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 9 12/7/2020
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Impact BIO-a: Project 
activities could have a 
substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through 
habitat modifications, or 
through cumulative 
impacts, on a plant  species 
identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special-status 
species in local or regional 
plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the 
California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

PS

Mitigation Measure BIO-1b: Compensatory Mitigation to Special-Status Plants, If Applicable
If the provisions of SPR BIO-5b cannot be implemented and additional mitigation is necessary to reduce 
significant impacts, the project proponent will compensate for such impacts to species or habitat by acquiring 
and/or protecting land that provides (or will provide in the case of restoration) habitat function for affected 
species that is at least equivalent to the habitat function removed or degraded as a result of the treatment.
Compensation may include:
1.)        Preserving and enhancing existing populations outside of the treatment area in perpetuity (first priority). If 
that is not an option because existing populations that can be preserved in perpetuity are not available, 
2.)         Creating populations on mitigation sites outside of the treatment area through seed collection and 
dispersal (annual species) or transplantation (perennial species) and/or
Purchasing mitigation credits from a CDFW- or USFWS-approved conservation or mitigation bank in sufficient 
quantities to offset the loss of occupied habitat; and/or
If the affected special-status plants are not listed under ESA or CESA, compensatory mitigation may include 
restoring or enhancing degraded habitats so that they are made suitable to support special-status plant species in 
the future.
Finally, in lieu of the measures described above, compensatory mitigation may be satisfied through compliance 
with permit conditions, or other authorizations obtained by the project proponent (e.g., incidental take permit for 
state-listed plants), if these requirements are equally or more effective than the mitigation identified above.

The project proponent will prepare a Compensatory Mitigation Plan that identifies the residual significant impacts 
that require compensatory mitigation and describes the compensatory mitigation strategy being implemented 
and how unavoidable losses of special-status plants will be compensated. The project proponent will consult with 
CDFW and/or any other applicable responsible agency prior to finalizing the Compensatory Mitigation Plan to 
satisfy that responsible agency’s requirements (e.g., permits, approvals) within the plan. If the special-status plant 
taxa are listed under ESA or CESA, the plan will be submitted to CDFW and/or USFWS (as appropriate) for review 
and comment. The Compensatory Mitigation Plan will include: (continued on next page)

LTSM

4.4 Biological Resources

City of Chico VFMP Draft PEIR 10 12/7/2020
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 _______________________________________ 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE_________ 
 
965 Fir Street                           (530) 896-7800 or (530) 894-4200 
P.O. Box 3420                     Fax (530) 895-2634  
Chico, CA 95927-3420            http://www.Chicoca.gov 

 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
DRAFT PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  

CITY OF CHICO VEGETATIIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
(SCH # 2020090170) 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Chico (the "City"), acting as lead agency, has prepared a 
Draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Report (Draft PEIR) pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to assess the potential environmental effects of the proposed City 
of Chico Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP or Plan) 
 
The City of Chico has established a minimum 45-day public review for the Draft PEIR which 
begins on December 18, 2020 and ends on February 2, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Interested parties are invited to provide comments on the Draft EIR prior to the end of the public 
review period. Comments on the Draft PEIR may be submitted to the City of Chico Parks 
Division, Attn: Park & Natural Resources Manager, PO Box 3420, Chico, CA 95927 or emailed to 
linda.herman@chicoca.gov. If you have any questions or desire additional information, you may 
contact Park & Natural Resources Manager Linda Herman at (530) 896-7241. 
 
PROJECT LOCATION: The areas included within the VFMP encompass City-owned parcels located 
within City limits (i.e., all City-owned parcels other than the City’s water and sewage treatment plant).  
Specifically, as shown in attached Figure 1, the VFMP Area includes: 274 City-owned parcels, ranging 
in size from <0.1 acres to >1,000 acres and totaling about 6,400 acres. The main parks, recreational 
and open space areas discussed in the VFMP are as follows: Bidwell Park (Upper, Middle, Lower and 
Lost), Lindo Channel, Verbena Fields, Teichert Ponds, Airport Open Space, Bidwell Ranch, Foothill 
Preserve, various South Chico preserved properties, and the greenways along Little Chico Creek, 
Bidwell Avenue, Comanche Creek, Dead Horse Slough, and Butte Creek Diversion Channel. The 
VFMP does not address CARD-owned properties or the Chico urban forest (street trees). 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City has determined that there are areas within Chico that are at high 
risk of wildfire, and that vegetation management/fuels reduction will significantly reduce destructive 
wildfire risk. The VFMP outlines a framework for managing fuel loads and vegetation on City-owned 
properties to reduce the likelihood of a catastrophic wildfire. Implementation of the VFMP would 
involve thinning, pruning, grazing, prescribed burning, removal, herbicide use, and other modification 
of trees and vegetation within the VFMP area to reduce the likelihood of a wildfire occurring and to 
minimize/slow the spread of a wildfire should one occur. Appropriate vegetation management 
techniques to be employed at a specific site would be identified by the City during annual workplan 
development. These work plans would identify specific treatment types, area or properties to be 
treated, implementation timing, and other monitoring and tracking needs. To minimize or mitigate 
impacts to resources in City parklands and greenways, the VFMP identifies Standard Project 
Requirements (SPRs) to be implemented during vegetation management activities and sets standards 
for desired conditions in different vegetation types.  The VFMP also identifies and describes in detail 
several priority projects at specific locations. These priority projects serve as examples of the kinds of 
vegetation management activities the City contemplates in the future.   
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ANTICIPATED ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: The Draft PEIR indicates that there would be 
potentially significant impacts related to Biological and Hydrology/Water Quality resources, but these 
impacts would be less than significant with proposed mitigation measures.  Impacts on the remaining 
environmental resources or issue areas would be nonexistent or insignificant.  The project will not 
affect any sites enumerated under Section 65962.5 (Hazardous Sites) of the Government Code. 
 
DRAFT PEIR DOCUMENT AVAILABILITY: The Draft PEIR is available for public review at the 
following locations: 1) City of Chico Parks Division, 965 Fir Street by appointment only, call 530-896-
7800 to schedule an appointment; and 2) Chico Branch of the Butte County Library, 1108 Sherman 
Avenue, open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 pm.  An electronic version of the Draft PEIR is 
also available on the City’s web page at:  https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: As a result of the expanding outbreak of COVID-19 and restrictions placed on in-
person gatherings, the City will host an online public session to receive comments on the Draft PEIR 
and the Draft Vegetative Fuels Management Plan (VFMP), rather than an in-person event. The online 
public session will be held on Wednesday, January 20, 2021, from 6:00 p.m. as part of the Bidwell 
Park & Playground Commission’s Natural Resource Committee meeting. 
 
To participate in the online public meeting, visit the city website at 
https://chico.ca.us/post/2020-agendas and click on the 1/20/21 Bidwell Park & Playground 
Commission Natural Resource Committee Meeting agenda for login information. 
 
The meeting will begin with a project overview. Verbal and emailed comments on the Draft PEIR will 
also be accepted during the meeting. Staff will note general themes of verbal and emailed comments 
made and will address those in the Final PEIR, however, staff encourages the public to submit written 
comments to ensure that their specific comments are represented in the project record and addressed 
in the Final PEIR. Please be sure to include your name, address, email or telephone number with your 
comment. 
 
Please send written comments to the following addresses: 
 

Linda Herman, P&NRM 
City of Chico Park Division 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927 

Email: linda.herman@chicoca.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  December 18, 2020 

BPPC ITEM 5.1

https://chico.ca.us/post/vegetative-fuels-management-plan
https://chico.ca.us/post/2020-agendas


7 
Fi

gu
re

 1
: L

an
ds

 a
dd

re
ss

ed
 in

 th
is

 P
la

n.
 

BPPC ITEM 5.1



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 1 of 4 January 2021 

BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 1/25/21 
 
 

DATE: January 22, 2020 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: Park Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

1. Updates  
 

a. Upcoming City Council Items– The City Council will be considering the following park-related items: 
 

• Upper Park Parking Fees Implementation Plan – 2/16/21 meeting 
• Renaming Teichert Ponds to “Peace Pond Nature Area” – 2/16/21 meeting 
• Commission Appointments – 2/16/21 or 3/2/21 meeting 

 
b. Caper Acres Nico Shade Project– the plans and specifications are being finalized and the project will be put out to 

bid in the next week couple of weeks. Construction is anticipated to start in the Spring. 
 

c. New Cleanup Crew– The City Council approved three new positions for the Park Division; a Senior Maintenance 
Worker, and two Maintenance Workers who will primarily be dedicated to cleaning up vacated encampments and 
other debris, remove graffiti removal etc. in city parks, open spaces, and greenways.  When not deployed for 
cleanups, these crews will be available to help with other Park maintenance duties. 

 
d. Lassen/Burnap Bike Path and Bridge – At the 12/14/20 BPPC meeting, Commissioner Liles asked for an update 

on why the bike path between Lassen and Burnap Avenues was closed as this is a important connector to 
downtown and bike paths in Bidwell Park.  The bike path was closed because the bridge at Lassen Ave was 
severely damaged by a fire and was condemned until funding was available to repair it.  Funding has been secured 
and the bridge is anticipated to be open in the Summer 2021. 

 
e. Horseshoe Pits – Staff noticed that the horseshoe pit area is in really bad shape, so the back stops were removed. 

New horseshoe pits will be installed. Staff will be proposing some other potential activity ideas for the area to the 
Commission in February. 

 
 
2. Administrative and Visitor Services  

 
a. Administrative Staff– Administrative Assistant Monica Murdock was recently promoted to an Analyst and will be 

moving over to the wastewater treatment plant.  Colleen Lazaretto has joined our staff from the Police Department 
to fill her position, and recruitment is in process to try to fill the other vacant Admin Assistant position. 

 
b. Park Reservations– Reservations of park areas and facilities are still on hold due to continued COVID restrictions 

and concerns. 
 
3. Maintenance Program 

 
General - Staff provides on a need and time basis the cleaning and safety inspections of all recreation areas including 
grounds, playgrounds, picnic sites, roads and paths, coupled with the weekend cleaning and re-supplying of all open 
park restrooms. Maintenance and repair of park fixtures, daily opening of gates, posting reservations, unauthorized 
camp clean up and the constant removal of graffiti from all park infrastructure.   
 

a. Lower Park - Staff teamed up with Traffic Safety to repair several vandalized lights along the bike paths. Staff has 
been in full swing trying to get all the leaves of the lawns throughout the park. Lastly all of public works teamed up 
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to implement the first phase of lower park camp clean up from Horseshoe pits to the East side of Anne’s Glenn 
tunnel. 
 

b. Middle Park - Routine maintenance, (I. E. lawns, irrigation, building maintenance, etc.). 
 

c. Upper Park – Staff removed two downed trees off of Guardian trail. Over the winter holidays.  We have 
encountered multiple sites of vandalism or illegal trail work on both sides of Upper Park. Anne B trail has several 
locations of trail bed reroutes. Yahi trail has a reroute from Bear hole about 40 to 60 feet in length and then from 
lot Q to lot U, several trail bed modifications, and tree and shrub mutilations with several trees taken down. An 
Upper Park Gate boulder was also pushed down the road 60’ allowing illegal entrance. There have also been 
several locations of off roading with motor vehicles. 
 

d. Greenways: Routine maintenance. As time and staff permit. Staff repaired the new fencing at the Sterling Junction 
(Hegan/Midway entrance) at Comanche Creek Greenway. 

 
e. Upcoming projects - Grade parking lots, spring turf program. Remove and replace the chain link fencing at South 

One Mile Entrance, install several different signs throughout the park. 
 

4. Ranger and Lifeguard Programs  
 

a. New Rangers– Candidates have been chosen to fill the two vacant sworn Ranger positions.  The candidates entered 
the  training academy this month, which will take up to 6 months.  If they pass the academy, they will then enter 
the field training period.  Non-sworn Ranger Ben Parker will continue to help out as funding allows. 

 
5. Natural Resource Management 

 
a. Nature Center Area Valley Oak Restoration Project– The City’s consultant Jim Dempsey, with the help of PALS 

and other volunteers, have been working hard on the restoration plan for the area between Cedar Grove parking 
lot and the Nature Center.  The proposed planting schematic and plant list are attached as Attachment 1  

 
b. Petersen and South Park Drive Maintenance – The CCC crews completed the roadside vegetation elevation and 

pruning on Petersen Drive and will be starting on South Park Drive on Monday.  The crews are using hand tools 
and a chipper under the guidance of Park staff and ecological monitors from the Big Chico Creek Ecological 
Reserve. 

 
6. Volunteer and Donor Program 

 
a. Verbena Fields – Volunteers have been meeting on Fridays with Ali Meders-Knight, local Mechoopda tribal 

member and practitioner of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) to learn about and participate in indigenous 
land management practices. To learn more about this exciting opportunity please visit the PALS volunteer 
calendar. 
 

b. Chico Velo-Trailworks – Trailworks volunteers have been taken advantage of the favorable weather conditions and 
have been working on the Bloody Pin Trail. Volunteer groups are limited to only 10 people due to COVID. Even 
with the smaller group size, great work has been accomplished! 
 

c. Community Action Volunteers in Education (CAVE) – CAVE student volunteers will return to work in Bidwell Park 
and Verbena Fields in February 2021.  

 
d. Friends of Comanche Creek Greenway (FOCCG) – FOCCG, partners with the PALS volunteer program along with 

volunteers from the California Conservation Corps (CCC0, have been very busy removing old cement chunks and 
Johnson grass from the meadow area along the bike path on the south side of the Comanche Creek Greenway.  

 
e. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities  

 
i. Volunteer Calendar – To find out about upcoming volunteer events please CLICK HERE or visit 

https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar 
 

 

https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
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MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 
 

Table 1.  Monthly Volunteer Hours 

 
 

Table 2.  Monthly Ranger and Other Incidents    

                  
 

 

Parks and Greenway -PALS-  (Partners, Ambassadors, Leaders & Stewards) Volunteer Activities, December 2020

Date Location Partner/Agency # of Volunteers  Hrs. Worked

# of Vols Xs 
Hrs. = Total 

Hrs. Task Leader

Various
Bidwell Park and 

Greenways PALS 140 various 914 Various/ Ambassadors Shane Romain
12/4/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 10 3 30 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/5/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 12 3 36 Veg. Mgmt. Liz Stewart
12/6/2021 Comanche Creek FOCCG 2 3 6 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/10/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 3 3 9 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/11/2020 Lower Bidwell Park PALS 4 3 12 Veg. Mgmt. Linda Calbreath
12/12/2020 Various Tree Division 30 3 90 Tree Planting Ritchie Bamlet
12/18/2020 Verbena Fields PALS-Mechoopda 8 3 24 Veg. Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff/Ali Meders-Knight
12/20/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 3 3 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/22/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 3 3 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/23/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 3 3 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/24/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 3 3 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/18/2020 Verbena Fields PALS-Mechoopda 11 3 33 Veg. Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff/Ali Meders-Knight
12/25/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 3 3 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/25/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 1 1 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/25/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 2 2 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/25/2020 Comanche Creek FOCCG 1 2 2 Gen. Cleanup Liz Stewart

TOTAL HRS. 1174

Significant Incidents, December 2020
Date Location Incident details

12/11/2020
Lower Park

Disorderly Conduct. Under influence of drugs. Arrested

12/4/2020  1st and 99 or 5th &99 Fire
12/13/2020 Comanche Creek Resist arest Vio probation Felon possess tear gas
12/11/2020 Comanche Creek Transient Camp Fire
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Figure 1 Trailworks volunteers at Bloody Pin 

 
Figure 2 Johnson grass removal at Comanche Creek 

 
Figure 3 Ivy removed from native tree 

 

 
Attachments:  

A.  Nature Center Area Planting Schematic 
 
 



LEGEND: 
Concentric circle (targets) -  pre existing plants on site 
Large Stars -newly planted or volunteer native trees 
Triangles -  elderberry bushes 

Shaded discs – shrubs 
– vines

Rectangles - various grasses, grass-bulbs, sedges, or herbs 

7.1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
NATURE CENTER AREA PLANTING SCHEME



7.1 - ATTACHMENT 1 
NATURE CENTER AREA PLANTING SCHEME



BPPC Tree Division Report Meeting Date 01/25/21  
 
 
DATE: 01/25/21 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: Street Trees Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

1. Updates 
 

 a. Maintenance of City-owned trees in the Downtown Chico Business Area is ongoing. To date XXX 
 trees have been pruned. 
 
 b. Due to the relatively calm weather, there were only 30 callouts in December. 
 

  2. Planning/Monitoring 
a. Damage Reports – There were no damage reports sent to Risk management in December.  

3. Planning and Building Development 
a. UFM reviewed several development plan reviews in the Trakit permitting system. Landscape 
Comments from Public Works Parks included use of inorganic rock mulch and landscape fabric, Tree 
Protection Zone enforcement, submission of adequate tree protection plans, species choices for 
diversity, tree removal mitigation calculations. MWELO. 

 
4. Miscellaneous 

 
a. A volunteer neighborhood tree planting event was held December 12, 2020. In partnership with Butte 
Environmental Council and Arbor & Earth, Public Works hosted thirty volunteers and team leaders. 
Volunteers formed ten “pods” of three people to plant in various residential locations. 28 shade trees 
were planted in the neighborhoods of El Paso, Pillsbury, Arroyo park, Panama and Cohasset. Trees 
were planted on resident’s front lawns who requested a free shade tree and who pledged to water the 
trees for three years. 

 
 b. On the back of the successful neighborhood tree planting initiative in December, Public Works is 
 creating a new volunteer group within the PALS family of volunteers. The focus will be on re-greening 
 the neighborhood tree canopy in low-income areas of the City.  
 
  

5. Maintenance 
 

a. City tree crews continued tree maintenance operations in the Downtown Core Business  Area 
(DCBA). Trees are being trimmed to improve sidewalk, road and building clearance as well as to 
correct structural defects. 
 

 
b. In 2020, Tree Division pruned 2045 trees. Trees were located in priority corridors, school zones   

130 dead, dying or dangerous trees were removed. 289 new trees were planted in partnership with 



AFWD, volunteers and Butte Environmental Council for a net gain of 159 new shade trees in various 
locations across the City.  

 

6. Outreach, Training and Education 
a. UFM attended the international virtual ISA conference. 

 
 b.  Maintenance Worker passed the written portion of the ISA Tree Worker credential. The 
 candidate will attend a field exam when one is next scheduled along with Senior maintenance Worker 
 who passed the same exam in November. 
 
 c. UFM met with the new GM of Butte Environmental Council. An overview was provided of the ongoing 
 partnership between BEC and the City to promote the ongoing growth and health of Chicos urban forest. 
  
 d. UFM gave an interview with Enjoy magazine which is scheduled to feature in the April issue. 

7. Street Tree Supervisor Report 
a. The Street Tree Supervisors monthly summary data tables for December is included below: 

 
MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 
 

Table 1   

Category Staff Hours % of Total 

% Change 
from Last 

Month Trend 
Tree Crew Hours     

1. Safety 59 7.3% 57.3% 
 

2. Tree Work  186 22.9% 67.1% 
3. Special Projects 349 42.9% 103.9% 
4. Admin Time/Other 219 26.9% 842.3% 

    

Monthly Totals 813 100.0% 109.6% 

 
  
 

 
 

 
Table 2   

Item  Values 

% Change 
from Last 

Month Trend 
5. Productivity       

Calls       

Call Outs 30 62.5% 
 
  
 

Service Requests: Submit-
ted 0 -  
Service Requests: Com-
pleted 38 62.3%  

Sub Total 0 - 

 
  
 



    
Trees     

Planted: Trees 28 - 
 
  

Pruned 230 118.6%  
Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 -  
Removed: Stumps 0 -  
Removed: Trees 4 66.7%  
Sub Total 262 131.0%   

    
Tree Permits (#)     

Submitted 3 27.3% 
 
  

Approved 3 25.0%  
Denied 0 -  
Total 6 26.1%   

    
6. Contracts        

Expenditures ($)  
 $           

10,325  - 

 
  
 

    
Trees (#)     

Planted 0 - 
 
  

Pruned 0 -  
Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 -  
Removed: Stumps 0 -  
Removed: Trees 13 -  
Routine Maintenance 0 -  
Total 13 -   
 
 

8. Upcoming Issues/Miscellaneous: 
 
a.  A RFP is in development for the solicitation of bids for the development of an Urban Forest Master 
Plan and Community Canopy analysis. The master plan will provide a roadmap to outline the future 
vision and development of urban greenspace within the City. 
 
b. As part of an inter-departmental effort utilizing SB-1 funding, a road resurfacing project is being 
planned between and including Park ave and Mulberry street. 
A programmed grid prune of all City right-of-way trees also being planned.  All trees along Park ave, 
Mulberry st and all 22 intervening blocks will be pruned.  This neighborhood will also benefit from the 
additional planting of new shade trees.   
 
c. Public Works Operations and Maintenance along with Public Works Engineering and Cal-trans have 
scheduled removal of the trees associated with the SR99/Eaton road roundabout. Forty-two trees of 
various species including Coast redwoods, Deodars, Valley oaks, pines, ash and walnuts are scheduled 
for removal on January 27.   
 
 



 
              PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Figure 1. Family volunteer pod planting shade trees on residential front lawn 

 

 
Figure 2. Backyard tree planting 



Figure 3. Block planting. El paso  

 

Figure 4. New shade tree on residential front lawn. Lorinda ave. 



. ATTENTION: This message originated from outside City of Chico. Please exercise judgment before opening
attachments, clicking on links, or replying.

.

From: Garrett C Liles
To: Linda Herman
Subject: BPPC agenda discussion item
Date: Wednesday, December 16, 2020 7:29:01 AM

 

Linda et al – I hope you have some down time over the next few weeks to reflect. What a year…
 
I would like to put an item on the agenda for our Jan meeting. Discussion of the bike path closure
between Burnap and East Lassen. It has been closed since spring after there was a fire somewhere
off this section. This is an important transportation/recreation access to the Airport and wonder why
its has not reopened? Here are a couple shots - https://photos.app.goo.gl/iQ1Q6hkv9tf12e8F8 There
is a detour but if this was an important road it would have been reopened by now.
If we could also plan to have a general presentation about the city bike path network (there is a bike
committee or lead advocate that could present?) that would be educational for all. Moving forward
an approach like this that highlights different aspects of the City’s Parks and playgrounds through
overview/updates might be useful to help identify areas of need we can advocate for and help frame
some of our discussions.
 
Thanks for your service
 
Garrett
 
 
 
Garrett C Liles
Associate Professor of Soil Science
Director – RAD Lab
Chico State College of Ag
 

mailto:gcliles@csuchico.edu
mailto:linda.herman@Chicoca.gov
https://photos.app.goo.gl/iQ1Q6hkv9tf12e8F8
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	a. Administrative Staff– Administrative Assistant Monica Murdock was recently promoted to an Analyst and will be moving over to the wastewater treatment plant.  Colleen Lazaretto has joined our staff from the Police Department to fill her position, an...
	b. Park Reservations– Reservations of park areas and facilities are still on hold due to continued COVID restrictions and concerns.

	3. Maintenance Program
	a. Lower Park - Staff teamed up with Traffic Safety to repair several vandalized lights along the bike paths. Staff has been in full swing trying to get all the leaves of the lawns throughout the park. Lastly all of public works teamed up to implement...
	b. Middle Park - Routine maintenance, (I. E. lawns, irrigation, building maintenance, etc.).
	c. Upper Park – Staff removed two downed trees off of Guardian trail. Over the winter holidays.  We have encountered multiple sites of vandalism or illegal trail work on both sides of Upper Park. Anne B trail has several locations of trail bed reroute...
	d. Greenways: Routine maintenance. As time and staff permit. Staff repaired the new fencing at the Sterling Junction (Hegan/Midway entrance) at Comanche Creek Greenway.

	4. Ranger and Lifeguard Programs
	a. New Rangers– Candidates have been chosen to fill the two vacant sworn Ranger positions.  The candidates entered the  training academy this month, which will take up to 6 months.  If they pass the academy, they will then enter the field training per...

	5. Natural Resource Management
	a. Nature Center Area Valley Oak Restoration Project– The City’s consultant Jim Dempsey, with the help of PALS and other volunteers, have been working hard on the restoration plan for the area between Cedar Grove parking lot and the Nature Center.  Th...
	b. Petersen and South Park Drive Maintenance – The CCC crews completed the roadside vegetation elevation and pruning on Petersen Drive and will be starting on South Park Drive on Monday.  The crews are using hand tools and a chipper under the guidance...

	6. Volunteer and Donor Program
	a. Verbena Fields – Volunteers have been meeting on Fridays with Ali Meders-Knight, local Mechoopda tribal member and practitioner of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) to learn about and participate in indigenous land management practices. To lea...
	b. Chico Velo-Trailworks – Trailworks volunteers have been taken advantage of the favorable weather conditions and have been working on the Bloody Pin Trail. Volunteer groups are limited to only 10 people due to COVID. Even with the smaller group size...
	c. Community Action Volunteers in Education (CAVE) – CAVE student volunteers will return to work in Bidwell Park and Verbena Fields in February 2021.
	d. Friends of Comanche Creek Greenway (FOCCG) – FOCCG, partners with the PALS volunteer program along with volunteers from the California Conservation Corps (CCC0, have been very busy removing old cement chunks and Johnson grass from the meadow area a...
	e. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities
	i. Volunteer Calendar – To find out about upcoming volunteer events please CLICK HERE or visit https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
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