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What is a programmatic EIR (PEIR)?

• Different from a Project EIR: less detail
• Analyzes impacts of a program without specifying every detail of 

every project
• Relies on “standard project requirements” that will be 

incorporated into every future activity
• Intended to be supplemented by further environmental review - -
• - - But, future environmental review need only analyze aspects 

not covered in original PEIR



What is a programmatic EIR (PEIR)?  Continued

Relies on SPRs (standard project requirements) that will be incorporated into every future activity.

SPRs are a concept developed by CAL FIRE for its statewide vegetation treatment PEIR…
…And used by other regional PEIRs that support similar goals

All SPRs are in Appendix C
SPRs for the VFMP PEIR were developed by a team of subject matter experts including Parks staff, IPM 
expert, Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve registered professional forester, wildlife biologist, botanist, 
Deer Creek Resources, with consultation from Mechoopda Tribe, NRCS, Butte County Fire Safe Council, 
others 

Makes it easy for future Parks managers and other project proponents to design effective, low-impact 
projects without starting from scratch on environmental review each time 



Examples of an SPR:



What is a programmatic EIR (PEIR)?  Continued

• Intended to be supplemented by further environmental review - -
• - - But, future environmental review need only analyze aspects not covered in 

original PEIR

Parks managers will fill out the “Project Consistency Checklist” (Appendix A) to 
analyze each future project/activity. If it is within the scope of the PEIR (based on 
surveys, studies, etc), no additional environmental document is needed and project 
can start.  (If it’s not within PEIR scope, new document is needed, e.g. ND/MND/EIR.)

Any other project proponent can also use this same Checklist (under supervision of 
Parks): e.g. Fire Safe Councils, local volunteer groups, funders, etc.  Increases City’s 
ability to partner with community groups to get more done



What’s in this PEIR?

Main document: Analyzes impacts of implementing the VFMP program, 
summarizes SPRs and any needed mitigations. 

Appendix A: Project Consistency Checklist.
Appendix B: The VFMP (this redline version incorporates comments since 

8/31/20 and is the version the PEIR is based on).
Appendix C: All the SPRs. (This appendix has no new information beyond what’s in the PEIR; it’s just collected for easy 

viewing in one place).

Appendix D: Maps and tables that support the PEIR but were too big to fit in it
Appendix E: Selected high-priority invasive species and some methods of treating 

them.













What we found: 
• No impacts identified that are still significant after mitigation

• 2 potentially significant impacts, however, the City can mitigate them to 
below a level of significance: 

(1) Potential harm to special-status species (MM-BIO-1)
and 

(2) Potential water quality impacts from possible creek bank 
collapse if City removes a lot of Arundo but doesn’t replace it with anything 
(MM-HYDRO-2).

Mitigation measures:
MM-BIO-1: Establishes a framework for compensatory mitigation 

that future projects can use and stay within the scope of this PEIR
MM-HYDRO-1: Establishes a framework for planting willow into 

dead Arundo rootballs to reduce likelihood of bank collapse (also helps 
creekbank resist re-infestation by invasive weeds).







What comes next?
• Public and agencies have 45 days, starting Wednesday, to review the PEIR and make comments. 

(Deadline: Feb 1)
• Holding a public hearing during this time is optional (§15087(i))
• City and consultants will prepare a final EIR responding to all comments received
• If new significant environmental impacts are identified, and City cannot/will not mitigate these 

to below a level of significance, then EIR must be recirculated (new 45-day period)
• Otherwise, final EIR can be prepared, recommended for certification by BPPC, and certified by 

City Council.
• Grant ends March 15, 2021 so it would be ideal to certify the EIR before then* 

* If appropriate, of course – i.e., if no new significant information is identified during comment period
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