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Public Works Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared:  8/27/2015 
411 Main Street Agenda Posted:  8/27/2015 
(530) 896-7800 Prior to:   5:00 p.m. 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
August 31, 2015, 6:30 pm  

Municipal Center - 421 Main Street, Council Chamber 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 411 Main Street 
during normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/. 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

 Call to Order 

 Roll Call 

 Special Presentation: AmeriCorps Conservation Associate Alyssa Cordova 

2. CONSENT AGENDA  

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 

 Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC held on 6/29/15. 
 

 Permit Application for Mi Escuelita Maya Pre-school Outdoor Education Events (9/24/15, 10/23/15, 
2/26/15 and 3/24/16). 

Applicant (Mi Escuelita Maya Pre-school) request a permit to hold 4 pre-school days at Cedar Grove to 
take a deeper level of teaching into nature so that children will be inspired by the creek, forest and field.  
Recommendation:  Conditional approval of permit. 
 

 Permit Application for the Bidwell Bump in Middle and Upper Bidwell Park (9/13/15). 

Applicant (Katherine Ketterer) requests a permit to host a mountain bike race, the Bidwell Bump, in Middle 
and Upper Park.  The event requires BPPC consideration as the race will use trails in Bidwell Park that are 
not considered intensive use areas. Recommendation:  Approve permit with conditions. 

 

 Permit Application for Youth With A Mission – Music Festival (4/29/16 – 4/30/16).  

Applicant (Youth With a Mission) would like to hold a music festival with a faith based collection of local 
churches with the goal to bless Chico.  There will be speakers whose goal is create a positive city 
atmosphere.  Recommendation:  Conditional approval of permit.   
 

 Permit Application for Wedding at Picnic Site 37 in Lower Bidwell Park (10/3/2015). 

Applicant (Angie Anderson) is requesting permission to reserve Picnic Site #37 for a wedding. The event 
requires BPPC consideration as the picnic site is not currently a reservable area.    Recommendation: 
Conditional approval. 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – IF ANY 

3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS  -  NONE 

4. REGULAR AGENDA 

 Permit Application for Tree Removal (2041 Huntington Drive). 

On May 6, 2015, Staff received an application to remove a City of Chico street tree (a 10” DBH Bradford 
Pear.)  The landowner cites the tree has fire blight and the roots are under and lifting the  sidewalk. Staff 
rejected the application, as the tree is not dead, dying, diseased or dangerous and noted the tree is 
recovering from the fire blight at this time.  The Chico Municipal Code (CMC 14.40.180) allows for the 
applicant to seek BPPC approval to remove the tree at the convenience  of the property owner.  

http://www.chico.ca.us/
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Recommendation: If the BPPC approves the request, staff recommends that the removal and replanting 
with 2 trees planted within a year occur at the landowner expense.  
 

 Permit Application for Tree Removal (344 Crater Lake Drive) 

On August 20, 2015, Staff received a request to remove a City of Chico street tree (a 6 ” DBH Shumard 
red oak).   The landowner notes concern that the roots are lifting the sidewalk causing a trip and fall 
hazard. The Chico Municipal Code (CMC 14.40.180) allows for the applicant to seek BPPC approval to 
remove the tree at the convenience of the property owner.  Recommendation: If the BPPC approves the 
request, staff recommends that the removal and replanting with 1 tree planted within a year occur at the 
landowner expense.  
 

 Public Forum for Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) Project to Remove Trees along a Gas Pipeline 
in South Chico (Informational Item).   

PG&E is preparing to remove trees along a pressurized gas distribution line in south Chico.  This work 
appears to fall within the existing utility easement on the Comanche Creek property, and it appears that 
no City permit or action is required at this time.  This item is before the BPPC to provide a forum 
mechanism for PG&E to share information on the project and provide a forum for citizens to ask questions 
and to offer solutions.  Recommendation:  Provide a forum to provide an overview of the project and a 
mechanism for citizens to voice concerns and provide input to PG&E.   

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda; 
comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this meeting on requests made 
under this section of the agenda. 

6. REPORTS  

Items provided for the Commission’s information and discussion.  No action can be taken on any of the items unless 
the Commission agrees to include them to a subsequent posted agenda. 

 

 Parks and Street Trees Division Report - Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager. 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

Adjourn to the next regular meeting on September 28, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Chico 
Municipal Center building (421 Main Street, Chico, California). 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need 
to request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least three working 

days prior to the meeting. 
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CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Minutes of  
June 29, 2015 Regular Meeting  

 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

1.1. Call to Order 

Vice Chair Brentwood called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.    

1.2. Roll Call 

Commissioners present:    
Mary Brentwood 
Marisa Corley   
Alberto Hernandez 
Valerie Reddemann 
Janine Rood  
Drew Traulsen 
 

Commissioners absent:    
Jim Moravec 

 
Staff present: Dan Efseaff (Park and Natural Resource Manager), Erik Gustafson (Acting Public 
Works Director-Operations & Maintenance), Linda Herman (Public Works Administrative Manager), 
Shane Romain (Park Services Coordinator), and Nancy Kelly (Administrative Analyst).    

1.3. Special Recognition:  Park Watch Members of the Month: Pammi Singh (December), 
Alex Buchmiller (January), Marie Hart (February), Chris Johnson (March), Jack Pawledge 
(April), and Keith and Karen Johnson (May) were acknowledged and provided with 
certificates of appreciation. 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 

2.1. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC meeting held on April 27, 2015. 
 
MOTION: Approve the consent agenda as submitted. MADE BY: Corley. SECOND: Traulsen.  AYES: 6 
(Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Reddemann, Rood, and Traulsen).  NOES: 0  ABSENT: Moravec.  

3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
 
4. REGULAR AGENDA 

4.1 Permit for Soul id Wakeboard Competition in Sycamore Pool (9/13/15) 
 
Soul id requested a permit to host a wakeboard competition at Sycamore Pool.  A wench will propel 
wakeboarders through a course set-up in the Sycamore Pool.  The applicant has been responsive 
to staff concerns on impact to the pool, low water levels, and minimizing impacts to non-
participants.  Recommendation:  Conditional Approval. 
 
Park Services Coordinator Romain provided an overview of this item and noted that the applicant’s 
previous snowboard event, which took place in the City Plaza, was a success and very well 
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organized and executed.  For this event, participants would be pulled through Sycamore pool with 
the use of a wench for a wakeboard competition which would include rail jumps and other various 
obstacles.   
 
Traulsen asked if the course would be closed.  The applicant, Eli Libby, confirmed that the course 
would only be used by the competitors and that it would be closed to the general public. 
Mr. Libby noted that while they initially specified that there would only be 20 participants, they were 
hoping to expand it to 40 if possible. 
 
Mr. Libby expressed that they were hoping to change the hours to later in the day, into the evening, 
and have the competition begin later (roughly 5:00 p.m.) so as to lessen the impact on the public’s 
use of the pool.   
 
Reddemann asked about any issues with any aquatic life and the water levels.  Romain said there 
wouldn’t be any issues will aquatic life and he did contact the Water Resources Board about the 
water levels but they didn’t have any concerns. 
 
Corley asked about waterskiing in the past at Sycamore Pool.  While he did have a photo of a small 
boat and a skier purportedly from the 1950’s, Efseaff stated that it was so long ago and that he 
didn’t have any other information on it. 
 
The course would be set up at the end of the pool, closest to the bridge.  There will be a rope to 
signal to the competitor when to stop.   
 
Reddemann asked about any issues from the last event.  Romain felt the event the applicant put 
on in the past was well planned out and very successful. 
 
Efseaff noted that the applicant has been very responsive to requests made by City staff to modify 
specifics of the event. 
 
Mr. Libby reported that the spectators will be on both sides of the pool, on the lawn and there would 
be approximately 20 volunteers monitoring the crowd and making sure they stay behind the roped 
boundary. 
 
Reddemann asked about the event fee.  Mr. Libby clarified that the fee is for the competitors and 
not the spectators. 
 
Each participant would perform for approximately one minute.   
 
Brentwood felt that this event had a limited number of participants who are not all Chico residents.  
She felt this event would actually be taking away from the park for Chico residents and allowing 
outside citizens to utilize the park.  It was her belief that this event would impact the neighborhood 
and that this location is inappropriate for this type of activity. 
 
Corley and Reddemann were in full support of this event. 
 
Comments from the Public 
 
BT Chapman hoped that there was no liability to the City for this event; that the City can make 
some money from this event; that there are provisions to have the City recover any damages 
caused as a result of this event; and that if it is a non-profit operation, that the motivation to hold 
the event has been identified as well as the reward to the organizers.   
 
Romain responded that there is an elevated limit of liability insurance required by the City.  The 
City asks for contributions to the Park if it is possible.  As part of the application there is a deposit 
required to cover any damages. 
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Reddemann suggested the applicant work with the City and have a booth where someone could 
donate to the Caper Acres Project and utilize the PA system to spread the word. 
 
Rood asked about the potential of more spectators than originally planned for and how this impacts 
Park staff, trash receptacles, restrooms, etc.  She was concerned about collecting adequate fees 
for this.  Romain says it will have an impact but they would work with the applicant and collect 
additional fees afterwards. 
 

MOTION: Grant the permit to Soul id Wakeboard with a request to include extra funds for extra maintenance 
if needed. MADE BY: Rood. SECOND: Reddemann.  AYES: 5 (Corley, Hernandez, Reddemann, Rood 
and Traulsen).  NOES: 1 (Brentwood). ABSENT: 1 (Moravec).  
 

4.2. Conceptual approval for a Community Rose Garden at the CARD Community Center (545 
Vallombrosa Avenue) 

 
The Chico AREA Recreation District (CARD) requested input and final approval of a proposed rose 
garden.  CARD leases the property from the City of Chico and any improvements must be approved 
by the City.  Conceptual approval was granted by the BPPC in January 2014.  Since then, the 
applicant has developed a more detailed design as well as solutions to previous concerns that had 
been raised.  Recommendation:  Staff recommends approval of the project. 

 
Efseaff provided the overview of this item.  The concept of a rose garden was first presented in 
2001.  Difficulties and delays in the project had to do with the maintenance of the rose garden. 

 
Last year, CARD asked the Commission for conceptual approval of the rose garden as CARD 
leases the property chosen for the rose garden from the City.  The Commission supported the 
concept but had some concerns.  The landscape architect, Melton Design Group, made revisions 
incorporating the Commissions’ concerns. 

 
Greg Melton (Melton Design Group) was in attendance to provide an overview of the project and 
answer any questions from the Commission.  There will be a radial iron fence around the garden.  
Some non-native plants will be removed, allowing the creek to be more visible.   

 
Hernandez asked about the watering in the garden.  Melton explained the method used to efficiently 
water the garden. He estimated the water use to be about 1/8th of what is currently being used.  
They will be using the State water model ordinance as a guide to meeting watering requirements. 

 
Comments from the Public 

 
Gwen Quail, President of the Butte Rose Society reported that she is in full support of the project 
and that the garden will be successful providing there is proper soil preparation. 

 
Marilyn Warrens expressed her excitement for the project. 

 
Mr. Melton reported that the construction of the project is expected to begin in late November with 
an expected completion date of March or April, 2016. 

 
MOTION: To grant final approval of the proposed rose garden at the CARD center. MADE BY: Reddemann. 
SECOND: Rood.  AYES: 6 (Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Reddemann, Rood and Traulsen).  NOES: 0. 
ABSENT: 1 (Moravec).  
 

4.3 Consideration of guidelines to convert parkway areas to more water efficient landscapes. 
 
With the prolonged drought and mandatory water budgets, many residents are wanting to convert 
parkway strips, which are in the City’s right-of-way but are the homeowner’s responsibility, to more 
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water efficient landscapes.  Section 14.40.120 of Chapter 14.40 – Street Trees of the Chico 
Municipal Code (CMC) requires that a permit must be obtained to plant or remove trees or shrubs 
within all public rights-of-way (ROW).  Staff proposed establishing guidelines and some revisions 
to the CMC related to these conversions and water conservation.  Recommendation:  Staff 
recommended that the BPPC forward a recommendation that the City Council approve the 
proposed guidelines and CMC changes, as may be amended by the BPPC. 
 
Public Works Administrative Manager Linda Herman provide an overview of this project.   
 
Currently, any requests for the planting or removal of a tree or shrub in the public right-of-way must 
come before the Commission in order to be granted a permit to do so.  If any excavation or 
construction is done in the public right of way, an encroachment permit is required as well as proof 
of insurance.  If a contractor is hired, it becomes much more involved.   
 
The idea was to come up with some guidelines that would meet the intent of the code as well as 
meet the goals of water conservation and the goals of preserving the trees and landscaping in the 
public right-of-way. 
 
The intent was to be consistent with the guidelines that Cal Water has set and to accomplish the 
following goals: 
 

1. To provide for the health and vigor of City Street Trees. 
2. To reduce water use through the planting of low-water use plants suited for the area, and 

water efficient irrigation systems. 
3. To allow water, including stormwater, to seep into the ground. 
4. To provide for public safety by protecting utilities, sight distances, and access to fire 

hydrants, mailboxes, etc. 
5. To reduce the “heat island” affect by encouraging a minimum plant area coverage. 
 

To accomplish these goals, staff is recommended the following guidelines be approved: 
 

1. Prior to excavation and installation, call the Underground Service Alert (USA North 811) 
and the City of Chico to located underground utilities. 

2. All street trees are to remain in place, and be irrigated as needed.  If a resident wishes to 
have a tree removed or planted, they must follow the City’s tree permit process. 

3. Design and choose irrigation systems that reduce runoff and overspray.  Be mindful that 
different plants may have different water needs. 

4. Install only permeable surfaces, such as mulch, bark, wood chips, gravel, decomposed 
granite, mortar-less pavers, or river rock. 

5. Nonporous surfaces, such as concrete, rocks mortared in place, or non-permeable plastic, 
are not allowed. 

6. Leave a border of organic mulch only that forms a minimum three (3) foot radius from the 
trees. 

7. Use water efficient, noninvasive plants suited to the area that do not grow more than two 
(2) feet in height at maturity.  It is encourage that at least 50% of the project area be covered 
by plant material.  Tree canopies can count toward the 50% coverage. 

8. All exposed areas, other than paths and planting areas, must be mulched to a depth of at 
least two (2) inches.   

9. Use only natural colored rocks or mulch.  Ensure that all mulch and rock are recessed 
within the parkway and do not flow over the curbs and onto the street and sidewalk. 

10. Do not install large boulders, statues, or other structures that would interfere with or 
obstruct the public street utilities, or other facilities, such as hydrants. 
 

Due to the current drought conditions, time is of the essence to make these adjustments to the 
CMC though an Emergency Ordinance.  It is currently scheduled to be in front of Council at their 
next meeting, July 7th, should the BPPC approve it.  If Council were to approve this Emergency 
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Ordinance, it would go into effect immediately.    
 

By adopting these guidelines, staff would have the authority to allow the public to make these 
changes without having to issue a permit each time. 
 
In six months it would be rescinded or changes could be made by the BPPC or Council.  Hernandez 
would like to review it in six months to evaluate how these guidelines are working and collect input 
from the residents. 
 
Reddemann ask how staff would monitor whether a resident made a change and did it properly.  
Herman stated that it would be handled under the code enforcement process. 
 
Comments from the Public – None. 
 

MOTION: To approve the proposed parkway conversion guidelines; authorize the conversion of parkways 
without a permit, provided that the guidelines are followed in the conversion; and, recommend that the City 
Council approve the proposed guidelines and CMC revisions.   MADE BY: Reddemann. SECOND: 
Traulsen.  AYES: 6 (Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Reddemann, Rood and Traulsen).  NOES: 0. 
ABSENT: 1 (Moravec).  

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

Charles Whithun, Chico Tree Advocates, would like to see the tree committee meetings resume by 
August. 
 
Woody Elliott, Friends of Bidwell Park and the Native Plant Society, spoke about solar panels at Bidwell 
Golf Course.  He felt the idea should come before the BPPC before any final decisions are made. 
 
Monica Soderstrom spoke about the condition of One Mile lawn next to Sycamore pool.  She would like 
to see the dead grass/dirt and gophers addressed. 

6. REPORTS 

6.1. Peregrine Point Disc Golf Course / ORAI Agreement Report – Dan Efseaff, Park and 
Natural Resources Manager 

 
Efseaff reported that this was the fourth year of monitoring on the site.  The report is based 
on the monitoring plan for the site.  The report and monitoring issues come from the CEQA 
compliance on the site.  The reports are available on the City’s website for public viewing.   
 
Comments from the Public 
 
Woody Elliott, Friends of Bidwell Park expressed his disappointment in the progress of 
improvements at the site.   
 
Phil Brock, Secretary for the Outsiders was in attendance of the meeting.  He expressed 
that there has been a changeover in leadership and they are trying to get back on track 
and start taking care of the improvements (tree protectors, mulch) that need to be done.  
They are planning on working on the signage soon.   
 
The Commission expressed their concerns on how the agreement was going.  

6.2. Parks and Street Trees Division Report – Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resources 
Manager 

 
Efseaff reported the following: 
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 New ranger, James LeDonne is now on duty.  

 Monkey Face t-shirts are available for sale at Made In Chico. Proceeds will benefit the 
Caper Acres Project. 

 The RFP for the Urban Forest Manager position is now closed. 

 Work has started on the Comanche Creek Bike Path.  A 2016 opening is planned for 
a bike bridge. 

 Trail cleanup took place with the CCC on the Monkey Face trail as well as on the south 
side trail. 

 The lifeguard program is going well with CARD. 

 There will be an overview provided on “The Dog House” at the next meeting. 

 A car was towed out of the park after six years. 

 Work was done on the Sycamore Pool vault. 
 

Volunteer Coordinator Shane Romain reported the following: 
 

 Park Watch volunteer hours are on the rise.  They have averaged 1,532 hours per 
month contributing to the park. 

 New reporting strategies are being explored. 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

Adjourned at 8:35 p.m. to the next regular meeting on July 27, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber 
of the Chico Municipal Center building (421 Main Street, Chico, California).   
 
Date Approved:   /    /  . 
Prepared By:  
 

 
_____________________________    _________________ 
Nancy Kelly, Administrative Analyst    Date 
 
 
Distribution:   BPPC 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 8/31/2015 

 
DATE: 8/7/15 

TO: Bidwell  Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Mi Escuelita Maya Preschool Outdoor Education Events,9/24/15, 10/23/15, 2/26/15, 3/24/15 

 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Mi Escuelita Maya Preschool is a multicultural, bilingual and play-based school.  The students are taken on field trips to 
various Chico locales and would like to take the students to Cedar Grove and Cedar Grove Meadow, to get a deeper level 
of teaching into nature, so that children will be inspired by the creek, forest and field.  The applicant is aware that Thursday, 
9/24/15 and Thursday, 3/24/15 are non-reservable days at Cedar Grove and Cedar Grove Meadow and are on a first come 
basis.  
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

  

Date of Application 8/6/2015 

Date of Event 9/24/15, 10/23/15, 2/26/16, 3/24/16 

Time of Event 9:00 A.M – 4:00 P.M. 

Event Name Preschool Outdoor Education Events 

Applicant Name Maria Trenda 

Location Cedar Grove and Cedar Grove Meadow 

Description Develop a deeper level of teaching into nature so that children will be inspired by nature 

New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  Years? Click here to enter text. 

# Participants 36 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

BPMMP 
Consideration 

 

 

Conditions: 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 

 Continued adherence to all park rules. 

 The applicant will need to do a final inspection at the conclusion of the event and pick up any associated trash. 

Attachments:  Application and Permit For Park Use  

Distribution: Maria Trenda 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 8/31/2015 

 
DATE: 8/7/15 

TO: Bidwell  Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Mi Escuelita Maya Preschool Outdoor Education Events,9/24/15, 10/23/15, 2/26/15, 3/24/15 

 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Mi Escuelita Maya Preschool is a multicultural, bilingual and play-based school.  The students are taken on field trips to 
various Chico locales and would like to take the students to Cedar Grove and Cedar Grove Meadow, to get a deeper level 
of teaching into nature, so that children will be inspired by the creek, forest and field.  The applicant is aware that Thursday, 
9/24/15 and Thursday, 3/24/15 are non-reservable days at Cedar Grove and Cedar Grove Meadow and are on a first come 
basis.   Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

  

Date of Application 8/6/2015 

Date of Event 9/24/15, 10/23/15, 2/26/16, 3/24/16 

Time of Event 9:00 A.M – 4:00 P.M. 

Event Name Preschool Outdoor Education Events 

Applicant Name Maria Trenda 

Location Cedar Grove and Cedar Grove Meadow 

Description Develop a deeper level of teaching into nature so that children will be inspired by nature 

New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  Years? Click here to enter text. 

# Participants 36 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

BPMMP 
Consideration 

 

 

Conditions: 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 

 Continued adherence to all park rules. 

 The applicant will need to do a final inspection at the conclusion of the event and pick up any associated trash. 

Attachments:  Application and Permit For Park Use  

Distribution: Maria Trenda 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 8/31/15 

 
DATE: 8/3/15 

TO: Bidwell Park & Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Mountain Bike Race, 10/3/15 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Applicant (Bidwell Bump Races) would like to host a mountain bike race in Middle and Upper Park on established trails.  
The start and finish lines will be at Five Mile Picnic Area, with routes on the north and south side of Middle and Upper 
Park.   Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

Date of Application 7/29/2014 

Date and Time of 
Event 

 
10/3/15, 6:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 

Event Name Mountain Bike Race 

Applicant Name Katherine Ketterer 

Location 5 Mile Picnic Area through Upper Park 

Description Mountain bike race 

New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? 3 

# Participants 200 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Not an intensive use area.  

BPMMP 
Consideration 

Mountain biking is a permissible use under the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan 
(BPMMP).  The plan also notes that Upper Park is a protected area for non-intensive 
recreational uses and non-intensive wilderness compatible recreation shall be provided in 
Upper Park (O.Upper-2; I. Upper-1). The use of Upper Park trails for the race is considered 
an intensive use and requires BPPC approval.   

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 

 Continued adherence to all park rules. 

 Maintain participants at 200. 

 Set-up vehicles shall be restricted to one vehicle in closed areas and must travel on established gravel and paved 
roads and comply with all laws. 

 Mandatory parking monitor to divert cars off Centennial once the lot is full to either Hooker Oak Park or the north 
Five Mile Parking Area. 

 The applicant must provide sufficient monitoring to keep racers on the established route as well as direct traffic 
where the route crosses the road. (Per 2012 evaluation: Signage “should be designed to be more visible and 
located in several places.”) Signage must also be in place in order to ensure racers follow the established routes 
and also to notify other park users of the event. 

 In the event that the Middle Park trails are closed due to wet or unsafe conditions, the race course will need to be 
altered accordingly and approved by the Park Division. The applicant has agreed to move the route to paved 
paths and roads in the case of a wet weather closure of the trails. Applicant will be asked to submit an alternative 
wet weather compliant route to the Park Division. 

 The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the race courses at the conclusion of the event and remove all 
signs and course markings as well as pick up any associated trash. 

Attachments:  Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution:  Katherine Ketterer 











 

BPPC Staff Report Page 1 of 1 August 2015 

 
BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 8/31/15 

 
DATE:  

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Youth With A Mission Music Event, 4/29/2016 – 4/30/2016 

 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Youth With A Mission would like to hold a music event at City Plaza.  There will be speakers that will encourage people to 
bring a positive atmosphere to the City. Youth With A Mission organizers would like to set up their equipment on Saturday 
4/29/2015 and tear their equipment down on Sunday 4/30/2015. 
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 
  
Date of Application 7/7/2015 
Date of Event 4/29/2016 
Time of Event 5:00 PM – 10:00 PM Saturday 

 
Event Name Music Event 
Applicant Name Michael Sweazy 
Location City Plaza 
Description Local churches and speakers bringing a positive message to the City of Chico 
New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  Years? Click here to enter text. 

# Participants 1000 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

 

Conditions: 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 At the end of the event applicant will break down and remove equipment and leave City Plaza by 2:00 A.M. Sunday   
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 Maintain participants at 1000. 
 Requires 4 additional trash and recycle cans. 
 The applicant will need to do a final inspection at the conclusion of the event and remove all associated trash. 

Attachments:  Application and Permit For Park Use 

Distribution: Michael Sweazy 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 8/31/15 

 
DATE: 8/14/15 

TO: Bidwell Park & Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administration Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit Application for Wedding at Picnic Site 37 in Lower Bidwell Park (10/3/2015) 

 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Applicant (Angie Anderson) is requesting permission to reserve Picnic Site #37 for a wedding. The event requires BPPC 
consideration as the picnic site is not currently a reservable area.    Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

  
Date of Application 8/5/2015 
Date of Event 10/3/2015 
Time of Event 11:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
Event Name Wedding 
Applicant Name Angie Anderson 
Location Bidwell Park, Picnic Site #37 
Description Wedding Ceremony 
New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  Years? Click here to enter text. 

# Participants 25 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Not an intensive use area.  

BPMMP 
Consideration 

 

 

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 All vehicle traffic must follow one way designations. 
 Parking must be in designated parking areas and not on road shoulders or side of the road. 
 All signage must be free standing and not affixed to park property. 
 Applicant must adhere to all park rules including no alcohol or glass. 
 The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the picnic site at the conclusion of the event and remove all signs 

and pick up any associated trash. 

Attachments: Application and Permit for Park Use, Applicant’s letter requesting to reserve picnic site #37, email requesting 
the time change. 

Distribution: Angie Anderson 
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 CITY OF CHICO MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO: BPPC DATE: AUGUST 27, 2015 

FROM: Dan Efseaff, Park And Natural 
Resource Manager 

FILE:  REPORTS 

SUBJECT: Removal Permit Request:  2041 Huntington Drive 

 

Landowner and 
Address 

Leo and Joy Jones 
2041 Huntington Drive 
Chico, CA  95928 

Date Received July 24, 2015 

Number and Type of 
Tree(s) 

1 Bradford Pear (Callery pear) 

Description of request Property owner has submitted a permit to remove and replace 
tree.   

 Reason for Request Applicant notes that the tree has fire blight and the roots are 
growing under and lifting the sidewalk.  Applicant would like to 
remove and replace with a drought-resistant City tree.  
Applicant had tree inspected by an arborist.   

Staff  Observations and 
Recommendations  

Staff notes that the tree is not dead, dying, or dangerous. The 
tree is prone to fire blight but appears to be recovering, would 
recommend monitoring status and support removal if status 
declines.   
 
If the BPPC approves the request, staff recommends that the 
removal and replanting with 1 tree planted within a year occur 
at the landowner expense. 
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Figure 1.  Google Map Street view of 2041 Huntington 
Drive (2012). 

 
Figure 2. Map view. 

 

Figure 3.  Tree database information. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
PARK DIVISION 

CITY,.~WtJ!CO 411 Main St., 2nd Fl. (530) 896-7800 

page 1 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927-3420 

(530) 895-4899 Fax 
.h!.!Q://www.Ch!coca. gov 

CITY OF CHICO 

APPLICATION REQUESTING PERMISSION 
TO PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTRUB PUBLIC TREES 

LeD 1orJes NbRTH- vmU?Y -rt?t::E stt.=J ,w 
Property Owner Representative 

~D4\ ~VV b\DJ0 ])R ~g&,< e:5PLftNr=t'CJ G 
Propery Owner Address including zip code Representative Address 

Owner's Phone Number 5.30 · {t>54' · b ~ll Representative's Phone Number 5~,..~ 3 ·'1~ ll q 

Owner's Email Address---- ------- Representative's Email Address ovtre.e. @ {)\(\re.e -CO'fl 

REQUEST TO: ___ Plant ~ Remove ____ .Alter ____ ,Disturb 

Locat1o11 of lree(s): c9t4L ~u.vruJcrrotJ 
Number of Tree(s): I 
Diameter ofTree(s) Species of tree(s): (Use additional paper If necessary) 

\0'' 13?AC>EoRb ·(>e"'Af< 

Reason for request: (Enclose a map showing the exact location of the tree(s) and any proposed improvements along with any other 
documents which will help explain your request) 

ONLY QUALIFIED TREE SERVICES MAY PERFORM WORK ON CITY TREES 

Tree Service Performing Work 1\JO\<t""'\'\+ \[f!tdl9{ }Rt;~ SB?t/~~Phone# '53() ~3"}(;ltlf 
Chico Business License# d.~ 0 d. Californ'a.Contractor's License # {p {t; tf Lf~ 
Certified ALorist # \1\1 CJ &-\. d.'} A A h . 'tf-' if:iofllblflty /nsurnnoe/Homeown..-'s /no 

5 _ & (/ S Uvf , '/i.L--
o ate 



 
 

 

GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 

411 Main Street, 3rd Floor (530) 896-7800 

P.O. Box 3420 Fax (530) 895-4825 

Chico, CA 95927-3420 http://www.ci.chico.ca.us 

 
 

 
PERMIT 

TO 

PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTURB PUBLIC TREES 
 

 

TO: Leo Jones      DATE: 5-11-15 

 2041 Huntington Dr. 

 Chico, CA  95928 

 
 

Your application requesting permission to plant, remove, alter or disturb public trees has been: 
 

Approved subject to the condition(s) listed below. 
 

                       X            Denied for the reason(s) listed below. 
 

Appeal Procedure: Should you disagree with this and wish to appeal this decision, you must submit 

a written letter addressed to the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission within 15 days of the 

receipt of this notice of denial. Any appeal submitted will be placed on the next regular meeting of 

the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (last Monday of each month). 
 

Condition(s) of approval/reason(s) for denial: The Callery Pear is not dead, dying, or causing a                                                                                           
 
  public hazard. This variety of pear tree is prone to getting fire blight, but it seems to be recovering at this 
 
 
  point. If conditions change, and the tree shows signs of decline at a later time, a removal permit  
 
  will be granted. There will be a condition to replant with a more desirable species.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If the above condition(s) is/are agreeable to you, please sign both copies and return them to the Park 

Department at the address listed above. A copy, signed by a representative of the City, will be 

returned to you and will be your permit to perform the authorized work. 
 

I hereby acknowledge that I both understand and agree to comply with the conditions of the 

permit as listed above. 
 

 
(Date) Signature of property owner or representative 

 

 5-11-15                     David Bettencourt 

(Date) Park Director or authorized City representative 
 

Distribution: (When fully executed) 
 

   PkD     CDD     ADPW-ENGR    PL DIR    UF 

http://www.ci.chico.ca.us/


07/24/2015 14:21 5305559819 CORE BUTTE PAGE 01 / 01 

July 24-1 2015 

City of Chico, 

This letter is to appeal your denial of the request to remove a tree and to replace 
with a drought resistant city approved tree. Please see attached pictures of the 
roots going underneath the sidewalk. This is going to raise the sidewalk and cause a 
tripping hazard. The new tree will have a watering well to encourage the roots to go 
down instead of being on top of the ground. Our concern is who is going to be 
responsible if the sidewalk buckles and someone falls? 

Please review the pictures and you can see what we are concerned about. Also1 

North Valley Tree Service inspected the tree and said it has Fire Blight. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

~A~ 2"0 ,;R~ 
Leo and Joy jones 
204·1 Huntington Drive 
Chico, CA 95928 
530·354·6511 



CITYut CHICO 
INC IRll. 

,,r ...... c . .l'."''\.t • . :>Ln. ' •'- r .. "" l.Jt..J ,.,., 1 JtJl ' .. -, J 

·Il l t\laill 'iln.:c l. J"1 I hl1\J' 

P.O. !lox "-1~0 
t'htl'O, ( \ •1592--:i-!20 

( 5:10) li'lh-..,l'i!Jfl 

l-ax 1 '.'11) S":'-4~:2:' 

h11p· w11 11 . •• , ~hi"'~-•·:. .u-

PERMIT 
TO 

PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTURB PUBLIC TREES 

TO: Leo Jones DATE: 5-11-15 
2041 Huntington Dr. 
Chico, CA 95928 

Your application requesting pennission to plant, remove, alter or disturb public trees has been: 

Approved subject to the condition(s) listed below. 

_ ____;}::...;.. ·_ Denied for the reason(s) listed below. 

Appeal Procedure: Should you disagree with this and wish to appeal this decision, you must submit 
a written letter addressed to the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission within 15 days of the 
receipt ofthis notice of denial. Any appeal submitted will be placed on the next regular meeting of 
the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (last Monday of each month). 

Condition(s) ofapproval/reason(s) for denial: J.b ~ Callery Pear is not dead. dyitw. or c~1usinu a 

pulJ!ic hazard. T his var iety ui' pcar trcc is pron e: to get ting lirl' blight. but i1 ~t.:cms to he n.:cli\'C.:ring :11 this 

point. lf condi tions change, and the tree shU\\., signs l)r decline at a later time. a rcmo\ a! pL:nnit 

will be gmntcJ. There\\ ill ben condi tion to replant wit h a more desm1blc !>j)CCJC::, . 

If the above condition(s) is/are agreeable to you, please sign both copies and retum them to the Park 
Department at the address listed above. A copy, signed by a representative of the City, will be 
retumed to you and will be your pennit to perfonn the authorized work. 

I hereby acknowledge that I both understand and agree to comply with the conditions of the 
pennit as listed above. 

(Date) Signature of property owner or representative 

5- 11 - 15 ,0('/ 1--1.i-/ &~tit 'I('.( .-r, 1 

(Date) Park Director or authorized City representative 

Distribution: (When fully executed) 

PkD __ CDD __ ADPW-ENGR __ PL DIR _ _ UF 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
PARK DIVISION 

cJry"~~~wco 411 Main St., 2nd Fl. (530) 896-7800 

page 1 

P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927-3420 

(530) 895-4899 Fax 
l!lli)://ww\ov.Chicoca.gov 

Property Owner 

CITY OF CHICO 

APPLICATION REQUESTING PERMISSION 
TO PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTRUB PUBLIC TREES 

NoRTtt vmuw -rr?iX set=J~w 
Representative 

~D4\ \}VtJitNb\bN 1:>R 8g&;< BSPU~Nr=t'O G 
Propery Owner Address including z.ip code Representative Address 

Owner's Phone Number 530 · (t>54>- b .S~ l Representative's Phone Number 5~.-~ 3 -tj'(s, 4 q 

Owner's Email Address----------- Representative's Email Address {)vtrff @ r..\(\re_e · Ct)'(\ 

REQUEST TO: -----'Plant ")( Remove ____ .Alter ____ O,isturb 

Location of tree(s): a4L l-AuAJrvJamtJ 
Number of Tree(s): I 
Diameter of Tree(s) Species of tree(s): (Use additional paper If necessary) 

\D'' 13€tiliEDRb ·£e'Af< 

Reason for request: (Enclose a map showing the exact location of the tree(s) and any proposed improvements along with any other 
documents which will help explain your request) 

ONlY QUALIFIED TREE SERVICES MAY PERFORM WORK ON Clrf TREES 

Tree Service Performing Work tJO~lt\- \[ &iU3{ JR l::i~ SB&J ~C--8Phone # 530 ~3~q{;lllf 
Chico Business license# C).~ 0 d, Californ·e.eontractor's License# {p (/) lf Lf~ 
Certffied ~oris!# \1\1 1J d-\ d. 2 A A . 'fl'' ''::;,,JofLibJOty lnsur.mre/Homeownor's Ins 

!i"L& 1!5 Uyi· . ,.)~ 
Date 



June 8, 2015 

City of Chico, 

This letter is to appeal your denial of the request to remove a tree and to replace with a 
drought resistant city approved tree. Please see attached pictures of the roots going 
underneath the sidewalk. This is going to raise the sidewalk and cause a tripping 
hazard. The new tree will have a watering well to encourage the roots to go down 
instead of being on top of the ground. Our concern is who is going to be responsible if 
the sidewalk buckles and someone falls. 

Please review the pictures and you can see what we are concerned about. Also, North 
Valley Tree Service inspected the tree and said it has Fire Blight. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

" ~~;~ ~ 7-U-~ 
Leo and JWJones 

'l,u '-il -MG=1-Huntington Drive 
Chico, CA 95928 
530-354-6511 

RECEIVED 
JUN 12 Z015 

CITY OF CHICO 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

ENGINEERING DIVISION 
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 CITY OF CHICO MEMORANDUM 
 
 

TO: BPPC DATE: AUGUST 27, 2015 

FROM: Dan Efseaff, Park And Natural 
Resource Manager 

FILE:  REPORTS 

SUBJECT: Removal Permit Request:  344 Crater Lake Dr 

 

Landowner and 
Address 

Barbara Walker 
344 Crater Lake Drive 
Chico, CA  95973 

Date Received July 22, 2015 

Number and Type of 
Tree(s) 

1 Shumard Oak (6” dbh) 

Description of request Property owner has submitted a permit to remove and 
replace.   

 Reason for Request Applicant Tree is affecting the sewer line, water line and 
uprooting part of the sidewalk.  Would like to replace with 
Crepe Myrtle, lavender and other drought tolerant vegetation. 

Staff  Observations and 
Recommendations  

Tree has good vigor and structure.  Sidewalk lift is minor is not 
a public hazard and roots not interfering with underground 
utilities.  Staff would approve pruning permit with qualified 
service.  
 
If the BPPC approves the request, staff recommends that the 
removal and replanting with 1 tree planted within a year occur 
at the landowner expense. 
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Figure 1.  Google Map Street view of 2041 Huntington 
Drive (2012). 

 
Figure 2. Map view. 

 

Figure 3.  Tree database information. 

 

 



• CITYo• CHICO 
If< 107l 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
PARK DJVJSJON 

411 Main St., 2nd Fl. 
P.O. Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927-3420 

(530) 896-7800 
(530) 895-4899 Fax 
Email: Parkinfo@chicoca.gov 
Website: www.chico.ca.us 

CITY OF CHICO 

APPLICATION REQUESTING PERMISSION 
TO PLANT, REMOVE , ALTER, OR DISTURB PUBLIC TREES 

-
Representative Property Owner 

J 'f'-1 Crater Laf.e l)rt' ue-
Representative Address Propery Owner Address including zip code 

Owner's Phone Number 530-f'fi'- ?$LSQ Representative's Phone Number----- - - --

Owner's Email Address------- - ---- Representative's Email Address------------

REQUEST TO: _ __ Plant - ---/-)(_,__ Remove Alter Disturb 

Add~sswh~e ue~s)a~~cat~: -~·~3~~~~-~~--~~~~~~~~=~~~-~~~~k~·e~~~~-~~~~~~~E~--------~ 
Number of Tree(s): 

Diameter of Tree(s) 

lo t f 

one. 
Species or tree(s): (Use additional paper if necessary) 

? 

Reason for request: (Enclose a map showing the exact location of the tree(s) and any proposed improvements along with any other 
documents which will help explain your request) 

{l evhf?a waierr It l?e ond 

ONLY QUALIFIED TREE SERVICES MAY PERFORM WORK ON CITY TREES 

Tree Service Performing Work N or.rf~ Ua lie l/ 1?-e e Se(('U It e 
I 

Phone# 

Chico Business License#---------- - California Contractor's License# ___________ _ 

Certified Arborist # --- ----------



resisht _j)/rurf/nJs, fo_oL crt lz~w-e # 3th Crrcdear ~ 
fdn·ue, 711/'v; tlffe he!;;r:y me wd-d #1'1 ~mr,z( 
Ice f'ld SC!J a?' "vy dk!e h 6e dwe 6r; lJtU<JStJr; La.-.u cl sc "! 1 t;;J 
(};1111 rAt¥- ' !JJitett ?hvte -lite cry Will )e I 'pYMd" cf' 
!he /1eaJ looK. Am rlat?hiy cre;e myri!E, /auet~dk,_, 
On d 0 fi ev t-;·11ds of f k {'?Is as jJer 11//Lf /a11 ctsuyeur..s 

help tiMh:tJute,Jfa ol: ~m-
/c)tt.i~~~ 



Property Details - C21 Jeffi·ies Lydon 

PROPERTY MAP 

http://www.century2ljeffi'it 
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I 
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I 
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! 

·-~·-·· I 
data ®2014 Googltlljnul!?:Qi\O(ii'~rur4 : 



Page 7 of 22 

For questions on your policy or to report a loss. 
call 1-800-800-941 0. This document can be 
viewed at calcas.com/My-Account. 

Coverage provided by : CALIFORNIA CASUALTY INDEMNITY EXCHANGE 

HOMEOWNERS POLICY DECLARATIONS 
RENEWAL 

Your policy is billed annually. B illing information 
will be mailed separately. 

NAMED INSURED(S): 
WALKER. BARBARA 
PO BOX 874 
CHICO CA 95927 

POLICY NUMBER: 
206 1062373 

POLICY PERIOD: 
Effective 04/29/14 Expiration 04/29/15 
12:0 1 A.M . Standard Time at the 
locat ion of the property insured 

THE RESIDENCE PREMISES COVERED BY THIS POLICY IS LOCATED AT: 
344 CRATER LAKE DR CHICO CA 95973 

FIRST MORTGAGEE: 
LOAN# 51383048 
TRI COUNTIES BANK 
ISAOA BENEFICIARY 
PO BOX 320 
CARMEL 

RATING INFORMATION: 
Residence: Primary 

IN 46082 

Number of Families: 1 Family 
Age of Named Insured: 68 
Billing Plan: Annual 
Fireline Hazard Rating : 0 
Protection Class: 02 
Automatic Value-Up at Renewal 

DEDUCTIBLE: 
Section I Loss Deductible = $1 .000 

Construction Type: Frame 
Square Feet: 1780 
Actual Bathrooms: ?.0 
Rated Bathrooms: 2 
Territory: 9B 
Year of Construction: 2005 

Number of Stories: 1 
Age of Roof: 9 Years 
Roof Type: Asphalt shingle 
Electrical Updated: 2005 
Heating/Cooling Updated: 2005 
Plumbing Updated: 2005 

Coverage is provided only where a limit of liability is shown or a premium is stated. 

SECTION I PROPERTY 

Coverage A - Dwelling 
Coverage B - Other Structures 
Coverage C - Personal Property 
Coverage D - Loss of Use 

SECTION II LIABILITY 

Coverage E - Personal Liability 
Coverage F - Medical Payments to Others 

ADDITIONAL COVERAGES 

LIMIT OF LIABILITY 

$ 256,000 
$ 25.600 
$ 192.000 
$ 76,800 

$1.000.000 
$ 3.000 

Each Occurrence 
Each Person 

H00420 Specified Additional Amount of Insurance for Coverage A- Dwelling 
H00427 Limited Fungi. Wet or Dry Rot. or Bacteria Coverage 
H02490 Workers Compensation Residence Employees - California 

TOTAL POLICY PREMIUM * 

PREMIUMS 

$ 567.00 
Included 
Included 
Included 

$ 85.00 
Included 

$ 12.00 
Included 
Included 

* The Total Policy Premium includes any additional cost for Workers Compensation coverage. 

UP1144 (11/10) INSURED COPY 03/11 /14 Page: of 2 

3. 1 97 3 AS 1.107 37193F 11.ps 443107698 4· 11 



 
 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

Parks Division 
 

411 Main St., 3rd Floor (530) 896-7800 

P.O. Box 3420 Fax (530) 895-4825 

Chico, CA 95927-3420 http://www.chico.ca.us 
 
 

 
PERMIT 

TO 

PLANT, REMOVE, ALTER OR DISTURB PUBLIC TREES 
 

 

TO:   Barbara C. Walker DATE: 8-12-15 

 344 Crater Lake Dr 

 Chico, CA  95973 
 

Your application requesting permission to plant, remove, alter or disturb public trees has been: 
 

Approved subject to the condition(s) listed below. 
 

                      X             Denied for the reason(s) listed below. 
 

Appeal Procedure: Should you disagree with this and wish to appeal this decision, you must submit 

a written letter addressed to the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission within 15 days of the 

receipt of this notice of denial. Any appeal submitted will be placed on the next regular meeting of 

the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (last Monday of each month). 
 

Condition(s) of approval/reason(s) for denial: The Shumard red oak removal is being denied                                                                                            
 
   because it is not dead, dying, diseased, causing a  dangerous condition, or interfering with public 
 
 
   underground utilities. However, I will approve the tree to be pruned in accordance with ISA and 
 
  ANSI pruning standards with a qualified tree service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If the above condition(s) is/are agreeable to you, please sign both copies and return them to 

the Park Department at the address listed above. A copy, signed by a representative of the City, will 

be returned to you and will be your permit to perform the authorized work. 
 

I hereby acknowledge that I both understand and agree to comply with the conditions of the 

permit as listed above. 
 

 
(Date) Signature of property owner or representative 

 

   8-12-15                   David Bettencourt 

(Date) Park Director or authorized City representative 
 

Distribution: (When fully executed) 
 

   PkD     CDD     ADPW-ENGR    PL DIR    UF 

http://www.chico.ca.us/
























 

BPPC Staff Report Page 1 of 1 August 2015 

BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 8/31/15 

 

DATE: 8/25/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Public Forum for Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) Project to Remove Trees along a Gas Pipeline in 
South Chico (Informational Item) 

REPORT IN BRIEF:   

PG&E is preparing to remove trees along a pressurized gas distribution line in south Chico.  This work appears to fall 
within the existing utility easement on the Comanche Creek property, and it appears that no City permit or action is 
required at this time.  This item is before the BPPC to provide a mechanism for PG&E to share information on the project 
and provide a forum for citizens to ask questions and to offer solutions.   

BACKGROUND:     

Earlier in 2015, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) contacted the City as they were preparing to remove trees along their 
pressurized gas distribution line in south Chico.  PG&E has conducted other meetings in the County in an effort to give 
citizens the opportunity to learn more and provide comments on the gas line work. This regularly scheduled Bidwell Park 
and Playground Commission meeting provides a similar venue to describe the project and provide for public forum.   

DISCUSSION: 

PG&E has an easement across the City-owned Comanche Creek property that provides for the right to maintain a gas 
pipeline and right of way on 20 feet on either side of the pipeline (Attachment A).  Tree work related to public utilities in 
public utility easements or public rights of way are exempt from the tree regulations under the Chico Municipal Code Section 
16.66.040 (Tree Preservation Regulations).   
 
The trees scheduled for removal on City property (Comanche Creek) appear to fall within the PG&E easement.  Therefore, 
a City permit nor discretionary decision is required.  If further review reveals that trees are outside of the easement, PG&E 
will need to apply for a tree removal permit. Despite the exemption to the permit process, PG&E has committed to meeting 
or exceeding the tree replacement standards in the code (Attachment B). 
 
With Staff encouragement, the item is before the BPPC to provide a forum for PG&E to provide an overview of the project 
(Attachment B) and provide for a mechanism for citizens to voice concerns and input.  The intent is to share information on 
the project and provide an opportunity for the public to ask questions and to offer creative solutions.  
 
PG&E and staff have discussed one of the meeting goals is to discuss appropriate measures to minimize the impacts of the 
tree removal to the community.  Various items have been discussed including funding the City’s citizen tree planting 
program, in-lieu fees to pay for the planting and care of street trees, planting of utility friendly native plants along the corridor 
that will allow for regular maintenance and minimize the colonization of the corridor with invasive plants, planting at 
Comanche Creek, and other ideas.   
 
The BPPC’s role is to facilitate the forum and provide input.  Staff suggests the following process: after a 1) brief staff 
introduction, 2) PG&E would describe the project and tree removal criteria; 3) the BPPC would provide the opportunity for 
public comments and questions; 4) Commissioners could then hear PG&E’s response to the comments and ask follow-up 
questions.  The chair may request for additional questions or comments from the public on the responses.  Once PG&E 
develops a proposal for remedies, the BPPC may need to approve the measures. 

Attachments:  

A) Easement on Comanche Creek property.  
B) PG&E submitted presentation materials.  

 
S:\New_PARKS\Admin\BPPC\BPPC_Meetings\2015\15_0831\BPPC_PGE_Report_15_0831.docx     





































Working Together
To Keep Our Communities Safe

Gas safety guide for customers and communities

USING NEW TOOLS AND TECHNOLOGIES

PLANTING TREES IN THE RIGHT PLACE

ENSURING EMERGENCY ACCESS FOR SAFETY CREWS

PARTNERING WITH OUR CUSTOMERS



You can get more information at pge.com/GasSafety.

Emergency Access for First Responders
Ensuring the safety of our customers, their families and our 
employees will always be our number one priority. 

Trees and structures, such as gazebos and sheds, located 
too close to gas pipelines can threaten safety because they 
can block firefighters and PG&E emergency response crews 
from getting to the pipeline in an emergency or natural 
disaster and making it safe. They can also prevent our crews 
from performing important safety and maintenance work, and 
tree roots can damage the underground pipeline, leading to 
corrosion and leaks.

PG&E is currently working with customers and community 
leaders to share what we know about the safety risks and, 

together, develop plans that ensure public safety while preserving 
the unique characters of our communities.

Together, Building a Safer California
California has some of the most beautiful trees on earth. They 
matter to our environment, our employees, and the customers we 
proudly serve. Wherever we work, we work hard to protect trees 
and wildlife. But protecting the safety and reliability of our gas 
system will always be our number one priority. 

When a tree needs to be replaced for safety reasons, we work 
together with the property owner or civic leader to ensure trees are 
planted a safe distance from the pipeline and the area is restored–
all at PG&E’s expense. This safety effort is about building a safe, 
modern, smart energy system for every customer and community.

Every day, we lead gas pipeline safety efforts across Northern and Central California 
to ensure that the millions of customers we serve have the safest and most reliable 
gas system in the nation. In addition to ensuring that the natural gas transmission 
pipelines are operating safely, in every community we look at the area above and 
around the pipelines to be certain that firefighters and our own emergency response 
crews have critical access in the event of an emergency or natural disaster.

How trees can prevent first responders from getting to 
underground pipelines in an emergency or natural disaster

Trees can block firefighters and PG&E emergency response crews from getting to the pipeline 
and making it safe in emergency situations - when every second counts.

Tree roots can also damage gas pipelines 
and cause public safety concerns.

Trees can block firefighters and PG&E emergency response crews from getting to 
the pipeline and making it safe in emergency situations—when every second counts.

How trees can prevent first responders from getting to 
underground pipelines in an emergency or natural disaster

1-800-PGE-5000



Safe Uses

Low-lying vegetation, including flower beds, an assortment 
of lawns, grasses, mosses, low-growing shrubs, vegetable 
gardens, row crops and other plants work well in the area 
above the pipeline.

Incompatible Uses

Trees, certain shrubs and plants with a woody stem, such as 
manzanita and juniper bushes, should be located at least 10 
feet away from the gas pipeline, and 14 feet for larger trees. 
Feel free to contact PG&E’s Land Management Department for 
more information.

Structures

Buildings and structures such as storage sheds, room additions, pools, and decks should be located a safe distance from the pipeline so 
that first responders and safety crews can perform critical emergency and maintenance work. When structures are located too close to 
gas pipelines, we work closely with the property owner to resolve the issue and offer a variety of options and remedies.

Trees and Vegetation

Certain trees and large shrubs in the area above the pipe can interfere with the safe operation of the gas system and their roots can 
damage the underground pipe. When a tree or shrub needs to be replaced for safety reasons, we work with the property owner or civic 
leader to offer a variety of landscaping options, including planting a new tree in a safe location.

Safe Uses

Vinyl, wood, and/or chain link fences may cross the pipeline if 
there are no fence posts installed within five feet of either side 
of the pipeline.

Incompatible Uses

Certain structures and hardscapes should not be placed above 
the pipeline, including:

•	Buildings or storage sheds
•	Brick, concrete, or block walls 

and fences
•	Pools or hot tubs
•	Patios, decks or gazebos

•	Sport courts
•	Other impermeable 

hard surfaces
•	Long-term storage of 

heavy equipment

PIPE SAFETY ZONE

PIPE SAFETY ZONE

PIPE SAFETY ZONE

PIPE SAFETY ZONE

SHEDSSHEDS
HOT TUBSHOT TUBS

PATIOSPATIOS

Important Tips for Keeping the Area above the Pipeline Safe and Beautiful

Questions? Contact our PG&E Land Management Department at 1-877-259-8314.

Natural gas is one of the most efficient, reliable and affordable sources of energy for homes and 
businesses, and customers can play an important role in helping PG&E keep the gas system safe. The 
following are basic guidelines for making sure structures and trees are located in the right place on your 
property. We encourage you to contact us with any questions at 1-877-259-8314.



How can I find out if a PG&E natural gas transmission 
pipeline runs under my property?

You can get information about the location of PG&E’s 
natural gas transmission pipeline by contacting the PG&E 
Land Management Department at 1-877-259-8314, or 
searching our online Gas Transmission Pipeline Map at                                  
pge.com/pipelinelocations.

Why are structures or trees located over the 
transmission pipeline a safety concern?

Although it is not always obvious, certain trees, tree roots, 
brush and structures can threaten safety because they block 
firefighters’ access during emergencies and can prevent our 
crews from performing important safety and maintenance work. 
Tree roots also pose a safety risk because they can damage 
the protective coating of underground pipelines–leading to 
corrosion and leaks. If you are concerned that a structure or 
tree on your property is located over the pipeline, please contact 
the PG&E Land Management Department at 1-877-259-8314.

What happens if there is a tree or a structure located 
over the pipeline on my property?

We will sit down with you to review the safety risks, answer 
questions and develop a plan to ensure the area is restored and 
the work is done right. We’re absolutely committed to working 
together to create a common understanding about each other’s 
needs so that we can reach a shared solution that ensures 
safety and the beauty of the communities we live in.

Will PG&E provide replacement for trees removed?

Yes, trees matter to us and we know they matter to the 
customers and communities we proudly serve, which is why 
we are offering replacement trees as part of this program.  
In addition, we will work cooperatively with you to identify  
the best options for restoring the area, including a variety  
of landscaping options.

Who will pay for the cost of replacing structures  
or trees when they are located in the area above  
the pipeline?

As part of this program, when a structure or tree poses 
a safety concern on residential property, PG&E will pay 
to replace, relocate or provide reasonable replacements. 
The cost will be paid for by our shareholders, not our 
customers. In most cases, commercial property owners will 
be responsible for the removal of any incompatible items 
located above the pipeline. We will work with commercial 
property owners to determine the best course of action 
for each property. In the future, as part of PG&E’s regular 
inspections, we will be providing ongoing education, 
partnering with cities to build awareness around safe 
uses near critical infrastructure, and sharing information 
with property owners so they understand our shared 
responsibility to keep the area above the pipeline safe. 

What is a pipeline right-of-way?

A right-of-way is an area of land above the pipeline that 
PG&E uses to safely operate the pipeline. Accessible rights-
of-way, free of structures and certain vegetation, help to 
keep our communities safe. 

What is an easement?

Easement agreements are recorded documents that remain 
in effect when a property is transferred to new owners. An 
easement agreement includes language that restricts certain 
uses within the right-of-way and ensures PG&E’s ability to 
access the area above the pipeline. The easement language 
can usually be found during a title search of documents 
related to the property, which can be obtained through the 
County recorder’s office. PG&E can also help you locate a  
copy of your agreement by contacting us at 1-877-259-8314.

Learn More
To view an online map of our natural gas transmission 
pipelines, please go to pge.com/pipelinelocations. To 
learn more about our efforts to maintain ready access 
to our pipeline, please visit us at pge.com/GasSafety.

Damage from excavation is the most common cause 
of pipeline accidents. If you plan on doing any digging, 
such as planting a tree or installing a fence, please call 
811 before you dig. With one free call to 811 at least two 
working days in advance, PG&E will send a crew that can 
mark our underground gas and electric facilities before 
you begin work, helping you plan a safe project.

“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E 
Corporation. ©2015 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. 
CCC-0515-3728. Printed May 2015. 

Frequently Asked Questions
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1 of 2

No. Location Number Species
DBH

(inches)

Estimated 
Height
(feet)

Risk 
Determination

1 RW_V_10669_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 10 25 Unacceptable Risk

2 RW_V_10669_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 5 25 Unacceptable Risk

3 RW_V_10669_14 Oak, Interior Live - Quercus wislizenii 6 25 Unacceptable Risk

4 RW_V_10669_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 6 25 Unacceptable Risk

5 RW_V_10669_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 25 Unacceptable Risk

6 RW_V_10403_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 5 25 Unacceptable Risk

7 RW_V_10403_14 Pine Species - Pinus Spp 4 25 Unacceptable Risk

8 RW_V_10403_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 5 25 Unacceptable Risk

9 RW_V_10403_14 Juniper Species - Juniperus Spp 14 25 Unacceptable Risk

10 RW_V_10402_14 Oleander - Nerium oleander 14 15 Unacceptable Risk

11 RW_V_10402_14 Pine, Ponderosa - Pinus ponderosa 5 15 Unacceptable Risk

12 RW_V_10402_14 Pine, Monterey - Pinus radiata 11 25 Unacceptable Risk

13 RW_V_10402_14 Pine, Monterey - Pinus radiata 7 25 Unacceptable Risk

14 RW_V_10402_14 Pine Species - Pinus Spp 16 25 Unacceptable Risk

15 RW_V_10402_14 Privet, Glossy - Ligustrum lucidum 6 15 Unacceptable Risk

16 RW_V_10402_14 Privet, Glossy - Ligustrum lucidum 8 15 Unacceptable Risk

17 RW_V_10402_14 OTHER 30 25 Unacceptable Risk

18 RW_V_10403_14 Juniper, Hollywood - Juniperus Torulosa 14 25 Unacceptable Risk

19 RW_V_10401_14 Elderberry - Sambucus spp 16 25 Unacceptable Risk

20 RW_V_10401_14 Elderberry - Sambucus spp 12 15 Unacceptable Risk

21 RW_V_10403_14 Juniper Species - Juniperus Spp 14 25 Unacceptable Risk

22 RW_V_10403_14 Redbud, Eastern - Cercis canadensis 12 25 Unacceptable Risk

23 RW_V_10403_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 6 25 Unacceptable Risk

24 RW_V_10403_14 Redbud, Eastern - Cercis canadensis 18 25 Unacceptable Risk

25 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 23 45 Unacceptable Risk

26 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 20 55 Unacceptable Risk

27 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 11 25 Unacceptable Risk

28 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 15 Unacceptable Risk

29 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 6 15 Unacceptable Risk

30 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 4 15 Unacceptable Risk

31 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 4 15 Unacceptable Risk

32 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 4 15 Unacceptable Risk

33 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 45 Unacceptable Risk

34 RW_V_10669_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 25 Manageable Risk

35 RW_V_10403_14 Ash - Fraxinus spp 14 45 Manageable Risk

36 RW_V_10400_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 25 Manageable Risk

37 RW_V_10400_14 Walnut, Black - Juglans nigra 30 25 Manageable Risk

38 RW_V_10400_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 15 Manageable Risk

39 RW_V_10669_14 Oak Species - Quercus Spp 6 25 Manageable Risk

40 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 20 15 Manageable Risk

41 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 42 75 Manageable Risk

42 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 14 25 Manageable Risk

43 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 18 45 Manageable Risk



Community Pipeline Safety Initiative 
Assessment of Private Property Trees
Chico, CA
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2 of 2

No. Location Number Species
DBH

(inches)

Estimated 
Height
(feet)

Risk 
Determination

44 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 14 25 Manageable Risk

45 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 14 25 Manageable Risk

46 RW_V_10402_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 6 25 Manageable Risk

47 RW_V_10402_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 10 25 Manageable Risk

48 RW_V_10402_14 Fir, Douglas - Pseudotsuga menziesii 5 15 Manageable Risk

49 RW_V_10402_14 Pine, Monterey - Pinus radiata 8 25 Manageable Risk

50 RW_V_10402_14 Pine, Monterey - Pinus radiata 10 25 Manageable Risk

51 RW_V_10621_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 16 25 Manageable Risk

52 RW_V_10402_14 Walnut, Black - Juglans nigra 10 25 Manageable Risk

53 RW_V_10402_14 Almond - Prunus dulcis 6 15 Manageable Risk

54 RW_V_10402_14 Cedar, Incense - Calocedrus decurrens 7 25 Manageable Risk

55 RW_V_10402_14 Cedar, Incense - Calocedrus decurrens 7 25 Manageable Risk

56 RW_V_10402_14 Cedar, Incense - Calocedrus decurrens 8 25 Manageable Risk

57 RW_V_10402_14 Eucalyptus, Silver-Dollar Tree - Eucalyptus polyanthemo 8 25 Manageable Risk

58 RW_V_10403_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 14 25 Manageable Risk

59 RW_V_10402_14 OTHER 8 25 Manageable Risk

60 RW_V_10402_14 Olive - Olea europaea 30 25 Manageable Risk

61 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 6 15 Manageable Risk

62 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 23 25 Manageable Risk

63 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 15 25 Manageable Risk

64 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 15 Manageable Risk

65 RW_V_10401_14 Ailanthus, Tree Of Heaven - Ailanthus Altissma 11 25 Manageable Risk

66 RW_V_10403_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 12 25 Manageable Risk

67 RW_V_10403_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 42 65 Manageable Risk

68 RW_V_10403_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 30 75 Manageable Risk

69 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 7 25 Manageable Risk

70 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 11 25 Manageable Risk

71 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 12 25 Manageable Risk

72 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 11 25 Manageable Risk

73 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 7 25 Manageable Risk

74 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 14 5 Manageable Risk

75 RW_V_10089_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 8 25 Manageable Risk

76 RW_V_10400_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 12 25 Manageable Risk

77 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 22 45 Manageable Risk

78 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 30 15 Manageable Risk

79 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 4 15 Manageable Risk

80 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 4 15 Manageable Risk

81 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 7 15 Manageable Risk

82 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 5 15 Manageable Risk

83 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 4 15 Manageable Risk

84 RW_V_10401_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 5 5 Manageable Risk

85 RW_V_10670_14 Oak, Valley - Quercus lobata 30 45 Manageable Risk

86 RW_V_10670_14 Ash - Fraxinus spp 18 65 Manageable Risk
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Community Pipeline Safety Initiative

• PG&E’s top priority is the safety of our customers and our communities 

• We have made important changes to improve the safety and reliability of our natural 
gas transmission system

• We are checking the area above and around the pipeline to ensure first responders 
have immediate access in an emergency or natural disaster, and to limit the potential 
for damage to the pipeline

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico
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Program Update

• PG&E has a long history of working with the City 
of Chico to ensure the safe delivery of gas and 
electricity to the community

• PG&E has been working collaboratively with 
communities throughout California on a path 
forward for this critical gas safety work that 
balances the need for public safety with the 
communities’ needs

• We’ve listened to our customers and 
communities, and have made changes to our 
program to ensure we only replace those trees that 
pose an emergency access or safety concern

• We will soon begin working with property 
owners in Chico to conduct a safety review of 
trees located near the pipeline on their properties; 
no work will take place without a mutual 
agreement in place

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico
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Private Property Safety Review

• We understand how important trees are to your community and the environment

• To ensure we are only removing trees that pose an emergency access or safety 
concern, an in-depth review is conducted on all private property trees 

• This analysis will determine which trees need to be replaced for safety reasons 
and which can potentially remain in place with regular monitoring

- Trees and brush within 5 feet of pipeline must be removed to ensure 
immediate emergency access and protect public safety

- Trees located between 5.1 and 14 feet will be reviewed as part of the 
assessment, and in some cases, may be able to remain in place with 
ongoing monitoring

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico
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Tree Review

• We reviewed 86 trees 
near the pipeline to 
determine if they pose 
an emergency access 
or safety concern

• 53 trees are far 
enough away from the 
pipe that they can stay 
in place with ongoing 
monitoring

• In coordination with 
the property owners, 
33 trees will need to 
be replaced at a safe 
distance from the pipe 
to ensure emergency 
access and protect 
public safety

1 inch equals 600 ft

Vegetation Project Area*

*Please note a project area may include unacceptable risk trees that are proposed to be removed 
and replaced for safety reasons

E
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Gas Transmission Pipeline

City Boundary

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico

6

Working Together

• When a structure or tree poses a safety concern, PG&E will work together with 
the property owner to develop a plan that ensures public safety while preserving 
the unique character and beauty of their property

• The outreach process includes:

Property 
owners 
receive 
letter

Follow-up 
phone call 
to schedule 

meeting

Meet to 
discuss 

safety risks 
and gather 
information

Work 
together on  
a joint plan

Begin safety 
work with 
property 
owner’s 
approval

Plant new 
tree away 
from pipe 

and restore 
landscaping
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Tree Replacement and Restoration

• When a tree needs to be replaced for safety 
reasons, PG&E will work with the property 
owner to offer the following, in accordance 
with the city’s tree ordinance:

- Replacement: Provide replacement 
tree(s) to be planted a safe distance 
from the pipe

- Delivery: Coordinate with the property 
owner to deliver the replacement 
tree(s) 

- Restoration: Work together to 
develop a landscape plan that 
restores the area with native, drought-
tolerant landscaping, such as grasses, 
mulch or bark

• We recognize every customer and yard is 
different, and we will address special 
circumstances on a case-by-case basis

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico
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Guide to Safe Landscaping

• Pipe Zone – Lawns, flowers, low-profile grasses and low-growing herbaceous plants are 
permitted within the Pipe Zone.

• Border Zone – Small to medium shrubs with a trunk or main branch less than 8” in 
diameter at full maturity are permitted within the Border Zone. Diameter is measured four 
and a half feet from the ground.

• Outer Zone – Large shrubs and small trees with a trunk less than 36” at full maturity are 
permitted within the Outer Zone. Diameter is measured four and a half feet from the 
ground.

Making sure the right plants and trees are located in the right location 
adds to the safety and natural beauty of your community

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico
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Community Feedback 
and Questions

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico
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Contact Information

• For questions regarding the upcoming 
pipeline safety work, customers are 
encouraged to contact Alison Feliz, 
your Local Customer Outreach 
Specialist, at 916-216-7482 or by 
email at axfv@pge.com 

• For more information, visit us at 
pge.com/GasSafety

Community Pipeline Safety Initiative – Chico

11

Thank You
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 8/31/15 
 
 

DATE: 8/27/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Parks and Street Trees and Public Landscapes Report 

 

NARRATIVE 

1. Updates  

a. Vandalism – Parks staff have been occupied with a spike in vandalism and graffiti in Lower Park.  Some of the 
graffiti contained threats to Rangers and Police.  Most of the issues seem to be related to transients in the area.  
Parks staff advises citizens to be vigilant about their safety in Lower Park, especially in the One Mile Area.  In the 
last few weeks there’s been an uptick in unacceptable behavior by a group of aggressive individuals. Chico Police 
is aware and has increase surveillance in the area and have made several arrests.  

2. Administrative and Visitor Services  

a. The Bidwell Bash Celebration– Planning for the Bidwell Bash is underway. The Bidwell Bash is a fundraiser and 
celebration of Bidwell Park’s 110th Birthday. So far, there are three bands scheduled to play, children’s games and 
activities and a special showing of the Wizard of Oz at the Sycamore Field that evening. 

3. Planning/Monitoring 

a. Comanche Creek– planning continues for the project with land survey, bridge design, and herbicide treatment the 
most recent focus.  

4. Maintenance Program 

a. General - Staff continues daily cleaning and safety inspections of all recreation areas including: grounds, 
playgrounds, picnic sites, roads and paths, coupled with daily cleaning and re-supplying of all park restrooms. 
Maintenance and repair of park fixtures, daily opening of gates, posting reservations, unauthorized camp clean up 
and the constant removal of graffiti from all park infrastructure.   

b. Lower Park: Staff installed an electric valve and timer to the North One Mile shower to help with water conservation 
at that site. Vandals broke into the One Mile concession stand and maintenance room, staff had to replace the 
entire lock and hasp units on both the maintenance room door and the rollup door to the concession stand. 

c. Middle Park: Staff installed the second of the two replacement hand dryers at the Five Mile restrooms. The Five 
Mile area entrance sign has been removed by vandals. A replacement sign has not been decided on as of yet. 

d. Upper Park: Park staff completed repairs to the Diversion dam gate due to vandalism at the same time staff added 
more boulders to the outside of the parking area  to slow down the four wheel drive activity that stems from that 
parking lot.                                                                                                                           

e. Various Park Locations:  Staff is starting to replace signage throughout the park as time allows. 

f.  Upcoming Projects: Bollards at Golden Birch entrance to Teichert Ponds, Bench and bike racks at concession 
stand, install kiosk at Teichert. Replace damaged and out of date signs throughout the park. 

5. Ranger and Lifeguard Programs  

a. Police and rangers have joined forces to curb crime activity, drug use, poor behavior and overnighting in the park.  
Three sweeps of the One Mile area have netted six arrests and multiple citations in a week’s time.  The pre-dawn 
sweeps will continue and a greater presence of police officers will be seen in the park as the Target Team is 
redeployed.    

b. Rangers continue to notice encampments and support cleanups monthly with ACS workers and volunteers.  In July, 
42 yards of debris were removed from the Little Chico Creek and Lindo Channel corridors. 
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c. Lifeguards at Sycamore Pool had one save of a small child in July.  They also assisted with two slip and falls 
requiring medical attention. 

6. Natural Resource Management 

a. Alliance for Workforce Development – Parks will be starting with a crew of 6 to work in the Park and greenways. 
The crew is the result of a government grant to provide drought response labor. They are schedule to be with us 
40 hours a week, Tuesday – Saturday for the next 28 weeks. We are starting them out with simple handwork 
removing non-native invasive plants.   

7. Outreach and Education 

a. Ranger Barge held a park history and civics lesson for Taiwanese exchange students at City Plaza in July.  The 
students were particularly interested in the ranger’s role in city government. 

8. Street Trees and Landscapes 

a.  

         

             
 
 

Item Values
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
5. Productivity

Calls
Call Outs 132 96.4%

Service Requests: Submitted 0 -

Service Requests: Completed 130 104.0%
Sub Total 262 100.0%

Trees
Planted: Trees 0 -

Pruned 32 82.1%

Removed: Trees (smaller) 4 57.1%

Removed: Stumps 0 -

Removed: Trees 0 -
Sub Total 36 78.3%

Tree Permits (#)
Submitted 0 -

Approved 13 325.0%

Denied 0 0.0%
Total 13 216.7%

6. Contracts 
Expenditures ($) 15,963$            27.9%

Trees (#)
Planted 0 -

Pruned 27 21.6%

Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 -

Removed: Stumps 0 -

Removed: Trees 0 0.0%
Total 27 17.0%



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 3 of 8 August 2015 

 
 

9. Volunteer and Donor Program 

a. Annie B’s Community Drive– The Parks Division is participating in the North Valley Community Foundation’s 
fundraiser again this year. The focus for the Parks Division is to raise funds for the renovation of Caper Acres. 
Look for the Parks booth at the Thursday Night Market on September 17th. Find the printable and distributable 
donation cards located at the back page of this report.  

 

b. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities  

i. September 12 (9 am to 12 pm ) Volunteer Saturdays! Meet at the south 1 mile parking lot by the horseshoe 
pits. Volunteer activities will include the removal of invasive plants and litter at various site throughout the park. 
Wear long pants and closed-toe shoes; bring water and work gloves if you can. For more information, call 
Shane Romain at (530) 896-7831. Large groups welcome with advance notice.  

 

ii. September 12 (9am - 12pm) Monthly Water Quality Monitoring Meet at Five Mile Picnic Area Parking Lot Map, 
off Centennial Ave.  New volunteers welcome. Appropriate for all ages. Sponsored by California Urban Streams 
Alliance- The Stream Team. For more information, call Timmarie at (530) 342-6620 or email 
timmariehamill@gmail.com  No CAVE credit.  

 

iii. September 13 (8am to 11am ) Comanche Creek Greenway Volunteer Session Meet at the dirt parking lot by 
the intersection of East Park Ave and Midway. Volunteers will remove invasive plants or pick up trash. Wear 
long pants and closed-toe shoes; bring water and work gloves if you can. For more information, call Susan at 
(530) 321-3406. Sponsored by Friends of Comanche Creek Greenway and the Chico Park Division. Large 
groups welcome with advance notice.  

 

iv. September 19 (9 am to 12:30 pm) Bidwell Park and Creeks of Chico annual cleanup. Help Butte Environmental 
Council clean up Bidwell Park, Little Chico Creek, Big Chico Creek, Teichert Ponds and Lindo Channel. 
Includes snacks and a free lunch afterwards. Bring gloves and water and wear closed-toe shoes. Long pants 
preferable. For the park cleanup (suitable for children), meet at Hooker Oak Park parking lot Map. For the 
creeks cleanup, meet at 1057 Park Ave (at 11th St). Your help is especially needed if you have a pickup truck. 
For more information and to pre-register, contact BEC. 

 

v. September 26 (8am to 11am ) Comanche Creek Greenway Volunteer Session Meet at the dirt parking lot by 
the intersection of East Park Ave and Midway. Volunteers will remove invasive plants or pick up trash. Wear 
long pants and closed-toe shoes; bring water and work gloves if you can. For more information, call Janet at 
(530) 966-6861 or Susan at (530) 321-3406. Sponsored by Friends of Comanche Creek Greenway and the 
Chico Park Division. Large groups welcome with advance notice. 

10. Upcoming Issues/Miscellaneous 

a. Workplan – The City Clerk is clarifying with Council the approach for the work plans and priority setting from 
Commissions.   
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MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 
 
 

Table 1.  Monthly Public and Private Permits 

Table  Monthly Public Permits     

Date Location Organization Event Participant # 

07/04/2015 1 Mile CARD 4th of July Celebration 2000 

07/07/2015 1 Mile Liberty Cab 10th Anniversary Party 150 

07/12/2015 City Council God Squad AA Meeting 60 

07/14/2015 City Plaza 
Chico Police Officer's 

Association Torch Run 50 

07/18/2015 1 Mile GRID Alternatives 5K Walk/Run 200 

07/19/2015 Council Ring God Squad AA Meeting 60 

07/26/2015 Council Ring God Squad AA Meeting 60 

          

          

Totals     8 2580 
 

 
Table 2.  Monthly Private Permits 

Table   Monthly Private Permits  
   Type # Permits # Participants 
   Private 15 925 
   Caper Acres 17 395 
   Totals 32 1320 

 
 

Table 3.  Monthly Maintenance Hours.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Category Staff Hours % of Total
% Change from 

Last Month 2015 Trend

1. Safety 244 46.8% 57.5%

2. Infrastructure Maintenance 82 15.7% 38.3%

3. Vegetation Maintenance 41 7.8% 25.7%

4. Admin Time/Other 155 29.7% 90.1%

Monthly Totals 521 100% 53.9%
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Table 4.  Monthly Volunteer Hours.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Park and Greenway Volunteer Activities, July 2015

Date Location Name # of Volunteeers Tasks

Hours Worked X's 
# of Volunteers 

=Total Hours Leader

7/2/2015 Lindo Channnel Sherrif's ACS Crew 6 Trash Removal 24.00 Lisa Barge
7/7/2015 Litle Chico Creek Sherrif's ACS Crew 6 Trash Removal 24.00 Lisa Barge

7/2/2015 Middle Park FOBP 2 weed survey 4.00 S. Mason

7/18/2015 Yahi Trail CNPS Mt. Lassen Chapter 1
lower Yahi trail clearing, 

trash removal 5.00 Steve Overlock

7/11/2015 Little Chico Creek CNPS/Park Div 5 weed removal 18.00 S. Mason

7/18/2015 Little Chico Creek CNPS 2 weed removal 8.25 S. Mason

7/18/2015 various none 1 weed & trash removal 3.75 S. Mason

7/12/2015
Comanche Creek 

Greenway
Friends of Comanche Creek 

Greenway 4
removal of star thistle, 
puncturevine and trash 13.00 Susan Mason

7/13/2015 CCG FCCG 7 camp clean-up 14.00 Susan Mason/Jant Ellner

7/23/2015 CCG FCCG 2
survey walk to plan for 

workday 3.00 Janet Ellner

7/25/2015 CCG FCCG 14

removing yellow 
starthistle, 

Johnsongrass; clean-up 
of abandonned 
encampments 43.50 Janet Ellner

7/27/2015 various FCCG 3

planning for a 
partnership for regular 

CCG clean-up 6.00 Debbie Villasenor

7/30/2015

Engineering 
Conference 

Room FCCG; BNA 7
HRP Grant planning 

meeting 7.00 Multiple
numerous 
dates 7/12-
7/31 CCG FCCG 1

removal of yellow 
starthistle and trash 11.25 Liz Stewart

Various July 
Dates

Lost Park to 1 
Mile Dam DCBA Clean up Brigade 5 Trash Removal 25.00 Richard Elsom

TOTAL HOURS 209.75
TOTAL Park Watch 

HOURS 1614.00
Combined TOTAL of 
Contributed HOURS 1823.75
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Table  5. Monthly Incidents 

 
 

 
Table 6.  Monthly Citations and Warnings 

 
 

Ranger Report 
Incidents 

Date Location Incident Disposition

7/5/2015 Lower Park Warrant Arrest
7/6/2015 Lower PArk Fight Parties counseled
7/9/2015 Depot Drunk in Public Arrest

7/13/2015 Bidwell Bowl Fight Beat Info
7/15/2015 Upper park Petty Theft Report taken
7/17/2015 Depot Warrant Arrest
7/17/2015 Depot Warrant Arrest
7/18/2015 Lower Park Petty Theft Report taken
7/21/2015 Upper Park Vehicle Burglary Report taken
7/23/2015 Lower Park Petty Theft Report taken
7/24/2015 City Plaza Drunk in Public Arrest

007/24/2015 Middle Park Warrant Arrest
7/25/2015 City Plaza Warrant Arrest

Ranger Report - Warnings 2015

Violation - Warnings
Total 

Warnings % Rank
Total 

Warnings % Rank Trend

Alcohol 39 8% 6 145 10% 6

Animal Control Violations 37 7% 7 146 10% 4

Bicycle Violation 54 11% 5 223 16% 3

Glass 71 14% 3 146 10% 4

Illegal Camping 100 20% 2 251 17% 2

Injury/Destruction City Property 1 0% 9 12 1% 10

Littering 59 12% 4 117 8% 7

Other Violations 1 0% 9 17 1% 9

Parking Violations 19 4% 8 50 3% 8

Resist/Delay Park Ranger 0 0% 11 1 0% 11

Smoking 130 25% 1 327 23% 1

Totals 511 100% 1435 100%

AnnualMonthly
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Ranger Report - Citations 2015

Violation - Citations
Total 

Citations % Rank
Total 

Citations % Rank Trend

Alcohol 4 5% 3 14 6% 3

Animal Control Violations 3 4% 4 5 2% 5

Bicycle Violation 0 0% 6 0 0% 9

Glass 0 0% 6 4 2% 6

Illegal Camping 5 7% 2 24 11% 2

Injury/Destruction City Property 0 0% 6 0 0% 9

Littering 0 0% 6 0 0% 9

Other Violations 0 0% 6 1 0% 8

Parking Violations 59 80% 1 157 71% 1

Resist/Delay Park Ranger 0 0% 6 2 1% 7

Smoking 3 4% 4 14 6% 3

Totals 74 100% 221 100%

AnnualMonthly
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Attachments: none.   

 
 
S:\Admin\BPPC\BPPC_Meetings\2010\BPPC_2010_Templates\10_BPPC__meetings\BPPC_Manager_Report_template_10_1029.doc 
8/27/2015 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Our	magical	 playground	 in	 Bidwell	 Park	 is	 in	 need	 of	 your	
help!	Now	is	the	perfect	time	to	contribute	your	Magic.	

____Yes, I would like to contribute to the renovation of Caper Acres!   
Contributions are tax deductible (IRS Publication 526 (2014) p.2). 
Name________________________Address _____________________________ 
City _________________ State _____ Zip ________ 
____Enclosed please find my support in the amount of:  $________ 
Payment method: 
____Check (Please make payable to Annie B’s/Chico Parks Division) 
Please clip and return to  North Valley Community Foundation (NVCF) 240 Main Street  
   Suite 260, Chico CA 95927 
or 
____Credit Card online via North Valley Community Foundation   
www.drive.anniebs.org/cause/city-of-chico-parks-division 
  
  
  

Hear ye! Hear ye!   
Caper Acres Fundraising  
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