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CALL AND NOTICE  

OF  
A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BIDWELL PARK AND 

PLAYGROUND COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CHICO 
 

October 23, 2013 
 

6:30 p.m. 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a special meeting of the Bidwell Park and Playground 
Commission of the City of Chico has been called for  6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,  
October 23, 2013 to be held in the Chico Municipal Center, Council Chamber, 421 
Main Street, California, for a Special Meeting of the Bidwell Park and Playground 
Commission.  The matters to be considered by the Council are: 
 
1.1 PERMIT — the BPPC will consider a Permit to allow a Brand Marketing Photo 

Shoot in Bidwell Park. 
 
 

 
 
The BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION is prohibited 
by law from considering any other business at this meeting. 
 
2.  ADJOURNMENT – Adjourn to a regularly scheduled Bidwell Park & 

Playground Commission meeting on Monday, October 28, 2013 in the City 
Council Chamber. 

 
 

Distribution: 
BPPC Commissioners (7) 
Full BPPC Distribution 
News Media – via fax 
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 10/23/13 
 

DATE: October 20, 2013 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Ruben Martinez, Public Works Director 

SUBJECT: Permit Application for a photo Shoot in Middle and Upper Park  

Recommendation  

Staff recommends approval of the permit with conditions.  

Report in Brief 

The Wells Fargo Brand Marketing and Strategy Manager requests a permit to stage (pun intended) a still photo shoot in 
Bidwell Park on October 26, 2013 and October 27, 2013.  The production company would setup in Upper Park at Day 
Camp, on early Saturday for an afternoon and sunset photography session.  On Sunday they would setup very early in 
North 5-Mile Area, and start with a sunrise shoot with wraps around noon.  The company will include trucks, equipment, 
horses and approximately 20 production staff. 
 
 
Discussion 
All permits require adherence to park rules and the applicant must provide sufficient monitoring to keep the production 
equipment and staff on the roadways where possible. The applicant has also requested that the Day Camp area be 
cordoned off so equipment, including trucks, horses, horse trailers and iconic stage coach is able to stage and effectively 
use natural light in the parking area with the natural foliage in the background. The applicant is also requesting that they 
be allowed to put up caution tape to provide a boundary for regular onlookers and passersby, to view but not interfere with 
the work. 
 
Both of these areas are normally open to visitors on the specified days requested.  Production staff will need to monitor 
equipment movements to restrict, reduce or eliminate any movements outside of the wheeled roadways, while allowing 
the production company the best possible staging for photos. Additionally, 5 Mile Way on the North side of 5 Mile Park 
Areas will need to be kept clear for through traffic. 
  
This application requires BPPC consideration as the Company is requesting the use of intensive-use areas in Middle Park 
and non-intensive use areas in Upper Park and for a duration of over ten hours for both sessions.  The schedule is 
estimated to look like: 
 
Saturday, October 26 / Upper Park, Day Camp 
 
8 a.m. Hodge's Nursery delivers trees for color - contact person Christine Arthur 
11 a.m. - noon Stage Coach, Horses and Production Motorhome arrive 
12 p.m. - lunch / photographer on set 
2 p.m. - photography begins 
Sunset [6:14 p.m.] - photography ends, production wraps out 
 
 
Sunday, October 27 / North 5 Mile 
 
5 a.m. - Stage Coach, Horses and Production Motorhome arrive 
6:30 a.m. - photographer on set 
Sunrise [7:30 a.m.] - photography begins 
11 a.m. - photography ends, production wraps out 
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The company would like both areas cordoned off from the public with cleared parking lots. Not much is happening 
between the times the trees are delivered Saturday morning and the time the coach and horses arrive on set but to avoid 
conflicts it may be prudent to cordon off the area. 
 
While heavy equipment will be on regularly traveled paved roads and dirt roads, there will be some setup of horses and 
stage coach in areas that typically only see foot traffic.  The North 5-Mile area is intensive use and while unusual there is 
a vehicle gate to allow vehicle access.  In this case the vehicle would be a stage coach and two horses which is 
permissible use under the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan (BPMMP).  There is the potential for footprints 
especially from horses but that currently exists.  In Upper Park the short duration of the event makes it unlikely the 
impacts would become incompatible with wilderness activities.  
 
Staff recommends that the applicant stage in the wheeled traveled ways as much as possible.  The plan also notes that 
Middle and Upper Park are protected areas for primarily non-intensive recreational uses, with North 5-Mile area an 
exception.  

Distribution: 

Anna Kauffman 
Christine Arthur 
Terri Burns  

Attachments:  

Permit Application, 
Burns Email identifying logistics 
Insurance Certificates. 
 
 


















