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Public Works Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared: 2/24/2023 
965 Fir Street Agenda Posted:  2/24/2023 
Chico, CA  95928 Prior to:   6:00 p.m. 
(530) 896-7800 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
February 27, 2023, 6:00 pm  

City Council Chambers - 421 Main Street 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street, Chico 
during normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/ 

 
 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  
 

1.1. Call to Order 
 

1.2. Roll Call 
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA  
 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 
 
2.1.    APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 
   Action:  Approve minutes of the Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) meeting held on 

12/12/22. 
 

2.2. PERMIT TO HOLD A SHAKESPEARE PERFORMANCE IN CEDAR GROVE MEADOW FROM 
MAY 30. 2023 TO JUNE 10, 2023. 
 
Erin Horst from Legacy Stage (applicant), requests to hold a Shakespearean performance in the 
Cedar Grove Meadow four evenings a week on Wednesday through Saturday, starting on May 30th, 
2023 to June 10, 2023.  The reservation request is from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. each night, with the 
actual performances being held from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.   The group is also requesting the use 
of the Cedar Grove on 5/27/23, 5/28/23, 5/29/23 and 5/30/23 from 5:00 p.m. to 10 p.m. for rehearsals, 
and the ability to store performance materials in a trailer with an overnight security guard throughout 
the event. 
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval of the permit 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – IF ANY  
 

4. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS    NONE 
 

5. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

5.1. CONSIDERATION OF THE FINAL URBAN FOREST MASTER PLAN. 
 

At its 12/12/22 meeting, the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) received an update 
on the Draft Urban Forest Master Plan for Chico and the opening of the 30-day public comment 
period.  The Commission will consider for approval the Final Plan.  (Report – Richie Bamlet, 
Urban Forest Manager and Dudek) 
 
Recommendation: That the BPPC recommend City Council Approval of the Final Urban Forest 
Master Plan. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.chico.ca.us/
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5.2. REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF A DRAFT LOWER BIDWELL PARK TRAFFIC AND 
CIRCULATION EVALUATION. 

 
The Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) will receive a presentation from Headway 
Transportation on their draft multimodal circulation evaluation of Lower Bidwell Park.  (Report – 
Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager and Headway Transportation) 

 
Recommendation:  Staff is recommending that the BPPC provide comments on this report, and to 
schedule discussion of the report’s recommendations and suggestions for a future BPPC meeting. 

 
6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

 
Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the 
agenda; comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this meeting 
on requests made under this section of the agenda. 
 

7. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  
 

Items provided for the Commission’s information only.  No action can be taken on any of the items unless 
the Commission agrees to include it on a subsequent posted agenda. 
 
7.1. Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager. 

 
7.2. Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Adjourn to the next regular meeting on March 27, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. in the Council Chamber of the  
Chico Municipal Center building located at 421 Main Street, Chico, California.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to 
request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least three working days prior 

to the meeting. 
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CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

MINUTES OF THE 
DECEMBER 12, 2022 MEETING  

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

 
    1.1. Call to Order  
 
          Meeting called to order by Chair Glatz at 6:00 pm.  
 
    1.2. Roll Call  
 
         Commissioners Present:   
  
 Megan Thomas Petty 

Jesse Alexander 
 Nancy Wolfe  

Larry Willis 
Jeff Glatz 
Anjanette Shadley 

 
Commissioners Absent:  None 

  
          Staff Present: 
 
 Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager (P&NRM) 
 Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager (UFM) 
  
2.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
  All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 
 
 2.1.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  

 
    Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC meeting held on 10/24/22. 
 

2.2 PERMIT FOR THE WALK TO END ALZHEIMERS EVENT IN OAK GROVE A & B IN THE ONE 
MILE RECREATION AREA ON 10/14/23. 

 
Heaven Wood (Applicant) is requesting permission to set up their event in Oak Grove A & B on 
Friday, 10/13/23 starting at 4:00p.m., which is the day before the actual event on 10/14/23.  The 
Applicant is also requesting the gate at Woodland Avenue and 4th Street to remain closed from 
8:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. on 10/13/22.  Current policy is that gates will remain closed beyond 
normal opening time for events with 1000 or more participants.  

 
Recommendation: Conditional approval of the permit. 

 
2.3 PERMIT FOR FROST OR FOG 5K, 1/4 MARATHON AND 10 MILE RACE IN MIDDLE AND 

UPPER PARK ON 1/21/2023. 
 

Under the Sun Events requests a permit to host the Frost or Fog race on Saturday, January 21, 
2023 from 7 am to 1:00 p.m., which starts and ends at the Five Mile Recreation Area and extends 
into Middle and Upper Park.   

 
Recommendation: Conditional approval of the permit 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Willis to approve the consent agenda.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Wolfe. 
 
The motion carried as follows: 

 
AYES: Commissioner Wolfe, Commissioner Willis, Commissioner Alexander, Commissioner 

Shadley, Vice-Chair Thomas Petty and Chair Glatz. 
 
NOES: None 
 
ABSENT: None 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – NONE 
 
4. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
     
5. REGULAR AGENDA  
 

5.1. UPDATE ON THE URBAN FOREST MASTER PLAN. 
 

At its 8/29/22 meeting, the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) received a 
presentation from the City’s consultant Dudek on the preparation of an Urban Forest Master Plan 
for Chico.  The Urban Forest Manager will provide an update on the Draft plan and the schedule for 
public comment and approval. 

 
Recommendation:  None, this is an information item only 

 
The UFM discussed the Draft Urban Forest Master Plan and announced the 30-day public 
comment period for the plan.  The public comment period is scheduled to end on 1/12/23.   
 
 
There was no action taken by the Commission or public comments on this item. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR.  
 

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the 
agenda; comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this meeting 
on requests made under this section of the agenda. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Julie Keener provided public comments regarding Upper Park Road vehicle access beyond Diversion 
Dam.   
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Although the City Council previously approved vehicle access beyond Diversion Dam two days a week, 
Commissioner Alexander requested that Upper Park Road vehicle access be discussed at the next 
BPPC meeting. 
 

7. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS.  
 

The following items were provided for the Commission’s information only.   
 
7.1. Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park, and Natural Resources Manager 

 
7.2. Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 
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The Commissioners requested a discussion on potential park related capital projects that could possibly 
be funded with Measure H funds. 

 
8. ADJOURNMENT  
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. to the next regular BPPC meeting on January 30, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
to be held in the Chico City Council Chamber Building, located at 421 Main Street in Chico, California. 

 
 

Date Approved: ___/___/___ 
 
Prepared by:  
 
 
________________________________________    _____________________ 
Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resource Manager     Date  
 
Distribution: BPPC  
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 2/27/23 

 
DATE: 2/22/23  

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: Legacy Stage – Shakespeare Performance in Cedar Grove Meadow  

 
REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
Erin Horst from Legacy Stage (applicant), requests to hold a Shakespearean performance in the Cedar Grove Meadow four 
evenings a week on Wednesday through Saturday, starting on May 30th, 2023 to June 10, 2023.  The reservation request 
is from 5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. each night, with the actual performances being held from 8:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.   The group 
is also requesting the use of the Cedar Grove on 5/27/23, 5/28/23, 5/29/23 and 5/30/23 from 5:00 p.m. to 10 p.m. for 
rehearsals, and the ability to store performance materials in a trailer with an overnight security guard through the event. 
 

Recommendation: Conditional approval. 
 
Event Details  

Date of Application 11/28/22 
Date of Event Wednesday through Saturday between 5/30/23 and 6/10/23 (rehearsals on 5/27, 5/28, 5/29 

and 5/30/23) 
Time of Reservation/ 
Event 

5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. total time./ 8:00 pm. to 10:00 pm for performances  

Event Name Legacy Stage Performance 
Applicant Name Erin Horst 
Location Cedar Grove Meadow  
Description Conduct a Shakespeare theatre performance at the Cedar Grove Meadow.  Acoustic music 

but no amplified sound will be use.  Will also use free-standing lighting (see attached 
picture). 

New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  If no, # of years:      3 
Participant Fee? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  If, yes, fee amount:  $15.00 - $35.00 
# Participants 150 each performance plus cast members 

Amount of Fees to be 
paid 

$1,690 for the performances 
$360 for the rehearsals 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 15 hours or is for multiple days.  Also requests Cedar Grove exterior gate to remain 
open until 11:00 p.m., and the ability for overnight storage on site to hold equipment with a 
security guard present.            

Conditions: 
Staff recommends the following conditions: 

• Continued adherence to all park rules. 
• Allow the entrance/exit gate on 8th Street to be kept open until 10:30 pm instead of 9 p.m.   
• Applicant will honor requests for reasonable accommodation under the ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act). 
• Applicant will need to do a final inspection of the Cedar Grove Meadow at the conclusion of each performance 

(and the entire event) and remove signs and other items, as well as pick up any trash generated from the 
performances. 
 

Attachments:  Two Permit Applications for Park Use 
 
Distribution: Erin Horst  





















SECTION 3B - PERMIT FEES 

Reservations with 151 or more people, complete this section 
(150 or fewer people, complete Section 3A) 

Description 
Application Processing Fee 

Damage Deposit Fee (Refundable) 

Event Fees Based on Number of Participants 
1 - 150 

151 - 250 

251 - 500 

501 - 1,000 

1,001 plus (see line below) 

$0.50 per participant exceeding 1001 

Additional Fees 

Early Entrance Fee (before 7 am) 

Events with vendors selling food, beverages, merchandise, or services 

Sound/Electricity (15 amp) '

Sound/Electricity (50 or 100 amp) 

City Plaza Additional Restrooms (200 + participants) 

Fees due upon submittal of application 

Credit Card payment will be assessed a 2.75% convenience fee 

Make checks payable to: City of Chico 

City of Chico Cash Receipt No: Payment Method: 

S:\Admln\PERMITSIAPPLICATJONS\Park Reservation Application 22_ 0520 

Fee 
$40 

$150 

$75 

$150 

$230 

$525 

$750 
# over 1001 

$0.50 X 

No. of 
Fee Units 

$35 I hour 

$10 I vendor 

$15 / day 

$35 / day 

$112.50 I day 

Park Fees Total: 

Convenience Fee: 

Total Fees Required: 

Date: Received by: 

Total 
$40 

$150 

$1200 

Total 

$20 

$280 

$1,690
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 2/27/23 

 
DATE: 2/27/23 

TO: Bidwell Park & Playground Commission 

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF FINAL DRAFT URBAN FOREST MASTER PLAN 
 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF:  

 
The Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) will receive an update on the final draft of the Urban Forest Master 
Plan (UFMP).  The BPPC will consider providing a recommendation to City Council to adopt the final draft of the UFMP. 
 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends BPPC provide a recommendation to City Council to adopt the Urban Forest Master 
Plan (UFMP). 
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
In September 2018, the City was awarded an Urban and Community Forestry Climate Change Investments (CCI) Grant 
from the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire).  The grant award from CalFire was in the amount 
of $425,811. City provided $183,102 in match funding from various existing sources such as staff time, tree preservation 
donation funds and also volunteer time valued according to published hourly rates. The total program cost was $608,912.  
The contract awarded for the preparation of the UFMP was $140,200.  The grant does not include funding for the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan component of the UFMP.   
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
The Urban and Community Forestry Climate Change Investments (CCI) Grant from the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (CalFire) was intended to mitigate climate change through the implementation of tree planting 
projects, with a focus on planting in low income and under-canopied neighborhoods. and included funds for the 
preparation of the UFMP and canopy cover analysis, a tree inventory of public right-of-way trees and additional funds to 
assist with community outreach and engagement. As part of the city match requirement, the city planted 700 trees during 
the grant term using tree preservation donation funds.  
 
The primary objective of the UFMP is to serve as a roadmap for elected officials, staff, residents, and other 
stakeholders. It establishes the value of the City's urban forest and sets a baseline from which future progress can be 
measured. It identifies community concerns and opinions, outlines key challenges as well as potential conflicts facing 
the urban forest. It establishes goals, policies, and programs to guide Public Works to realize the vision of the City's 
urban forest in both short and long-term time horizons. The UFMP includes a Strategic Plan that provides a series of 
action points to maintain the health of the forest, increase canopy, identify potential funding sources, promote best 
practices, minimize conflicts, increase climate resiliency and continue public outreach and education activities. 
 
The development of the UFMP included significant community outreach and engagement to measure values and 
priorities related to the future management of the urban forest. The outreach included an on-line survey for residents and 
businesses, two urban forest summits, department interviews with City staff from Public Works Operations and 
Maintenance, Public Works Engineering, and Community Development Departments. 
 
A key finding is the current tree canopy ratio over the built-out parts of Chico is 36%, up from 35% in 2005. The plan 
recommends a 40% canopy ratio goal for the city and includes a series of recommended actions in the coming years to 
realize the 40% canopy goal.  The UFMP also focuses on strategies for new development, which is generally higher 
density with smaller planting spaces for medium and large stature trees compared to older neighborhoods. The plan 
highlights the importance of careful species selection in high-density new neighborhoods to maintain the health of the 
trees and protect sidewalks, curbs, driveways, and underground infrastructure from root damage. The plan also 



BPPC Report  2/27/23 
City of Chico – Tree Division Page 2 

highlights the advantages of medium and large stature trees in new developments, including larger tree canopies that 
provide cleaner air and shaded streets, sidewalks, and houses.  With a focus on climate change, the plan recommends 
the City annually updates the approved tree species list to provide “climate ready trees” for changing climate conditions 
in the coming decades.  
 
A recommendation to adopt the UFMP will take a step towards fulfilling the requirement of the CalFire grant and will 
provide recommendations to City staff and the community to protect, maintain and enhance the urban forest in the City of 
Chico. 
 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Development of the UFMP represents the final phase of a 4 ½ year program. The program was divided into four broad 
phases: 
Phase 1: 700 Shade trees were planted throughout Chico using match funds. November 2018 to March 2022. 
Phase 2: Ongoing community outreach and engagement throughout the program. Butte Environmental Council were 
awarded a contract $49,500 to host community engagement and outreach events as well as to work in partnership on the 
development of the UFMP. 
Phase 3: Citywide inventory of all right-of-way trees. Davey Resource Group (DRG) was awarded $178,000. October 
2019 to June 2021. 
Phase 4: UFMP and Canopy cover analysis. Dudek was awarded $140,200. June 2021 to March 2023. 
 
The final phase analyzed the extensive data compiled during the phase 3 inventory and additional data sources to derive 
a baseline snapshot of the state of Chico’s urban forest.  
 
The primary concerns as to why Chico needs an UFMP were identified as follows: 
 

1. The adoption of an UFMP will ensure that Chico’s high level of 36% canopy cover continues to support climate 
resiliency for current and future community members. 
 

2. Chico is projected to average 16–30 extreme heat days per year by 2030. Urban forests help to create resilient 
communities by providing cooler temperatures during extreme heat. 
 

3. Intense storms are projected to overwhelm local waterways and threaten the integrity of flood control structures. 
Urban forests help intercept and store stormwater.   Urban forests help to create resilient communities by 
providing cooler temperatures during extreme heat, intercepting, and storing stormwater, and offering cleaner air 
to those who live beneath the tree canopy.  Growing and maintaining a sustainable urban forest will help ensure 
trees continue to deliver maximum levels of these vital services when adverse conditions arise. 

 
4. Regulatory compliance: 

 
a. General Plan Safety Element: Goal S-9 - Protect the community from risks posed by climate change. 
b. Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Policy S-9.1 - Promote public safety through the development of climate 

adaptation and resiliency strategies to reduce risks associated with climate change. 
c. Climate Change Adaptation Action S-9.1.1  - Update the Safety Element or the City’s Local Hazard 

Mitigation Plan to include climate adaptation and resiliency strategies consistent with Senate Bill 379, 
including preparation of  
1) a vulnerability assessment that identifies community risks associated with climate change.  
2) a set of adaptation and resilience goals, policies, and objectives for the protection of the community; and 

implementation measures. 
d. To avoid or minimize climate change impacts. 

The development of the UFMP provides a roadmap to deliver carbon sequestration measures as identified in the Climate 
Action Plan (CAP) update, adopted by City Council October 2021. A carbon neutral future includes carbon sequestration 
mechanisms which take carbon out of the atmosphere. The best technology that cities have for achieving higher rates of 
carbon sequestration is through increasing the urban tree canopy by planting more trees and green scaping. The primary 
actions under this strategy are the development and implementation of an Urban Forest Master Plan. 

The UFMP supports the City's mission: "To protect and enhance our community's quality of life for present and future 
generations." 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 
 
On 2/1/2019 California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) filed a Categorical Exemption. This grant 
funded project fits under portions of Class 4-Minor Alterations to Land and Class 6, Information Collection. Review by 
CAL FIRE staff confirmed that no exceptions apply that would preclude the use of a notice of exemption for this project. 
The department concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics, agriculture and forestland 
or timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards 
and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning mineral resources, noise, population and 
housing, public services, recreation, transportation, or traffic, or to utilities and service systems. Class 6 consists of basic 
data collection, research, experimental management, and resource evaluation activities which do not result in a serious 
or major disturbance to an environmental resource. 
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH: 
 
An important goal of this project was to provide ample opportunity for stakeholders and the public to provide input on the 
development of the UFMP.  Input from Chico community members and stakeholders helped to inform the analysis of City 
management practices and the development of guiding principles, goals, and objectives of the UFMP. 
 
The following engagement activities were executed during the timeline of UFMP development: 

• Urban Forest Summit 1 (59 in-person attendees) 
• Urban Forest Summit 2 (17 online attendees) 
• Online survey (310 responses) 
• Door knocking campaign (107 responses) 
• Community tabling events (BEC) 
• Farmer’s market (7 events) 
• Chico Pride Festival 2021 (1 event) 
• Chico Summer Fest (1 event) 
• Co-Op Tabling (4 events) 
• Butte Environmental Council Community Forums (3 events) 
• Environmental Community Gathering (1 event) 
• Endangered Earth Event (1 event) 
• Regular updates in BPPC staff reports. 
• 30-day public commentary period of second draft. December 2022. 6 written responses. 

 
During development of the UFMP, a working group was also formed. Members of the working group were drawn from 
many areas of expertise and experience, including BPPC commissioners past and present, CalFire, CARD, Butte 
Environmental Council, CSU, Chico, Tree Advocates, Planning and Public Works staff, and landscape industry experts.  
 
Attachments:   
Attachment 1: The Urban Forest Master Plan and Technical Assessment can be downloaded at 

https://chico.ca.us/post/draft-urban-forest-master-plan-available-public-comments 
 
 

https://chico.ca.us/post/draft-urban-forest-master-plan-available-public-comments
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BPPC Staff Report                        Meeting Date 2/27/23 

 
DATE: 

 
2/23/22 
 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Linda Herman, Parks & Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION OF A DRAFT LOWER BIDWELL PARK TRAFFIC AND 
CIRCULATION EVALUATION. 
 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
The Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) will receive a presentation from Headway Transportation on their 
draft multimodal circulation evaluation of Lower Bidwell Park.   

 
Recommendation:  Staff is recommending that the BPPC provide comments on this report, and to schedule 
discussion of the report’s recommendations and suggestions for a future BPPC meeting. 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
In several meetings, the BPPC has discussed pedestrian, bike and vehicle traffic safety concerns on Peterson and South 
Park Drives in Lower Bidwell Park.  To assist in this effort, the BPPC approved Staff’s suggestion that a traffic and 
circulation analysis be conducted to determine the deficiencies and to provide possible solutions.  The City retained the 
firm of Headway Transportation to conduct this study.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Starting in September 2022, Headway Transportation conducted of Lower Bidwell Park generally between Mangrove 
Avenue to the west and Manzanita Avenue to the east. The evaluation focused on the primary access points, roadways, 
major trails, and overall circulation. The internal minor pathway network was not assessed.  The primary purpose of the 
study, which is attached as Exhibit A, was to:    
 

• Review key conflict locations and City concerns regarding overall circulation and travel safety.  
• Evaluate existing transportation facilities.   
• Review parking and access points on Vallombrosa Avenue and Woodland Avenue.  
• Provide potential improvement options for traffic management, bicycle and pedestrian access, and overall 

circulation. 
• Review key conflict locations and City concerns regarding overall circulation and travel safety Evaluate existing 

transportation facilities   
• Review parking and access points on Vallombrosa Avenue and Woodland Avenue  
• Provide potential improvement options for traffic management, bicycle and pedestrian access, and overall 

circulation. 
 
During the data collection period, the consultant confirmed the validity of the BPPC’s decision to reduce the speed limit to 
15 mph throughout the park.  The consultant also recommends that the BPPC consider:  
 

1. Aligning pedestrian accesses with local streets and opposite pedestrian ramps.  
 

2. Striping crosswalks between the pedestrian accesses and pedestrian ramps. Pedestrian accesses on the 
boundary roadways should be signed and striped consistently.  
 

3. Installing the following improvements to aid in wayfinding: 
• »Naming convention system to easily identify trails, parking lots, roads, and key features. 
• »Park maps/guides that are clearly visible at main entry points and popular destinations. 
• »Post-markers along major trails with names or color coding for navigation. 
• »Wayfinding signs throughout the park. 
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4. Allowing two-way bicycle and pedestrian travel on all major roadways and trails.  
 

5. Establishing the circulation pattern and facilities as shown on Figure 2 of the attached report .   
 

6. Constructing a side-path on the South Park Drive (4th Street Entry) as shown on Figure 3.  
 

7. Constructing pedestrian crosswalks and ADA accessible ramps at the 4th Street/Woodland Avenue/South 
Park Drive intersection.  

 
8. Expanding vehicle parking at the One-Mile parking lot on Vallombrosa Way.  

 
9. Constructing a multi-use path between Petersen Memorial Way and One-Mile Bridge (see Figure 4).  

 
10. Constructing an additional One-Mile Bridge allowing two-way bicycle and pedestrian travel. Create a direct 

multi-use path connection between One-Mile Bridge and South Park Drive and install wayfinding signs to 
direct visitors to the appropriate pathway.  

 
11. Constructing a multi-use path on the east side of Caper Acres (per Figure 4). 

 
12. Considering an additional vehicle entrance and exit, with parking, to Petersen Memorial Way on Vallombrosa 

Avenue. A vehicle connection between 8th Street and Vallombrosa Avenue could be considered as a future 
improvement in the same location.  

 
13. Constructing a wider vehicle entrance and more prominent signage at the South Park Drive entrance at Cedar 

Grove. 
 

14. Prohibiting vehicular travel on South Park Drive between El Monte Avenue and Centennial Avenue, which 
would include relocating the existing ADA parking spaces onto 8th Street. 

 
The BPPC will consider these suggestions further at a future meeting.  It is contemplated that any of the chosen options 
or measures could be prioritized and implemented in phases over time. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Exhibit A:  Draft Lower Bidwell Traffic and Circulation Evaluation 
 



Headway Transportation, LLC 
5482 Longley Lane, Suite B, Reno, Nevada 89511 

775.322.4300 
www.HeadwayTransportation.com 

January 26, 2023 

Linda Herman 
Park & Natural Resources Manager 
City of Chico 
965 Fir Street 
Chico, CA 95927 

DRAFT Traffic and Circulation Evaluation – Lower Bidwell Park 

Dear Ms. Herman, 

At City of Chico’s request, Headway Transportation has completed an objective multimodal circulation 
evaluation of Lower Bidwell Park generally between Mangrove Avenue to the west and Manzanita Avenue 
to the east. The primary purpose of this study is to:   

Review key conflict locations and City concerns regarding overall circulation and travel safety 
Evaluate existing transportation facilities  
Review parking and access points on Vallombrosa Avenue and Woodland Avenue 
Provide potential improvement options for traffic management, bicycle and pedestrian 
access, and overall circulation 

This evaluation focuses on the primary access points, roadways, major trails, and overall circulation. The 
internal minor pathway network was not assessed during this evaluation. The Bidwell Park Bike Map is 
provided in Attachment A for an illustration of existing trails and their designations.  

COORDINATION WITH PARKS DEPARTMENT & FIELD REVIEW 

The consultant team met with City of Chico traffic department staff and Linda Herman, Park and Natural 
Resources Manager, on-site at Bidwell Park on September 13, 2022 to discuss traffic concerns and identify 
potential solutions to improve safety and circulation. Park staff provided valuable day-to-day operational 
information and observation comments to supplement the consultant team review.  Many of the staff 
comments and general recommendations have been incorporated in the recommendations presented at 
the conclusion of this report. An additional field visit was conducted by the consultant team on Saturday, 
September 17, 2022.  

Item 5.2 - Exhibit A
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DRAFT Traffic and Circulation Evaluation 

Lower Bidwell Park 
January 26, 2023 
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DATA COLLECTION  

48-Hour traffic count data was collected using pneumatic tube counters on Petersen Memorial Way, and
at two locations on South Park Drive on September 14, 2022 and September 15, 2022. The traffic counts
were collected on typical midweek days under dry weather conditions (sunny with broken clouds and high
temperatures in the upper 70’s). Note that equipment issues occurred on September 15, 2022 at the
South Park Drive, 4th Street Entry location. Therefore, only 24 hour data from September 14, 2022 was
obtained for that specific location.  A summary of the traffic count data is shown in Table 1 and complete
count data sheets are provided in Attachment B.

Table 1: Bidwell Park Count Data Summary 

Roadway South Park Drive South Park Drive Petersen Memorial Way 

Location 4th Street Entry Cedar Grove 
(Beyond Parking Area) Beyond Parking Area 

Average Daily Traffic (ADT) 256 54 92 
Posted Speed (MPH) 15 20 20 

Average Speed (MPH) 18 12 16 
85th Percentile Speed (MPH) 23 19 21 

As shown in the table, South Park Drive (4th Street Entry) was by far the highest utilized roadway during 
the data collection period. South Park Drive (beyond Cedar Grove) was the least utilized roadway during 
the data collection period. During the data collection period, the average vehicle speed was approximately 
15 mph and the 85th percentile speed was approximately 20 mph. The collected count data was compared 
to historical count data provided by the City of Chico. Overall, it was found that the observed count data 
was lower compared to the historical count data. However, the observed speeds during the data collection 
period were very close to the historical count data. It is recognized that overall volumes and park activity 
vary depending on the day of the week and season of the year.  

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

General observations from the field reviews are described in this section and are shown graphically 
on Figure 1. 

Operational Speeds 

As shown previously in Table 1, the average and 85th percentile speeds are very close to the posted speed 
limits on Petersen Memorial Way and South Park Drive. Note that vehicle speeds were generally lower on 
Petersen Memorial Way and South Park Drive (beyond Cedar Grove) where posted 20 mph. No significant 
speeding concerns were identified during the field observations. Based on the data, the City and Parks 
Department could consider lowering the speed limit to 15 mph throughout the park.  
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Lower Bidwell Park has recently experienced a prevalence of pedal assist bicycles (E-Bikes). Generally, E-
Bikes function as bicycles although can be travelling at higher operating speeds. Therefore, it is generally 
recommended that E-Bikes should be allowed on all major paved roadways and pathways but prohibited 
on minor trails.  

Access Points 

The majority of the pedestrian entrances to the park are located along Vallombrosa Avenue and 
Woodland Avenue. Many of the pedestrian entrances occur midblock or are offset from nearby local 
roads. Additionally, the pedestrian accesses have varying signing at striping at the boundary roadways. 
With the varying locations, signing, and striping, the pedestrian accesses are not easily identifiable to 
either visitors or drivers. It is recommended that the pedestrian accesses be realigned to the local 
roadways opposite from sidewalk ramps. Consideration should be given to installing crosswalks between 
the pedestrian accesses and the adjacent sidewalk ramps to clearly identify crossings and channelize 
pedestrians and bicyclists. Additionally, the access points could be renamed with the associated cross 
street to provide location information to visitors and emergency personnel. Midblock pedestrian accesses 
with low pedestrian and bicycle traffic should be removed. Signing and striping should be consistent at all 
pedestrian accesses to avoid confusion of drivers and visitors. 

Wayfinding 

During the field observations, it was very difficult to navigate the park. Without knowing the park or having 
a trail map, the trail routes and connections are not clear, particularly for first time visitors. Additionally, 
the parking lots, roads, and major trails within the park do not have a clear naming convention.  It is 
recommended that the Parks Department install the following improvements to aid in wayfinding: 

 Naming convention system to easily identify trails, parking lots, roads, and key features 
 Park maps/guides that are clearly visible at main entry points and popular destinations 
 Post-markers along major trails with names or color coding for navigation 
 Wayfinding signs throughout the park 

Directional Flow 

The current one-way directional flow throughout the park for vehicles and bicycles creates circulation and 
usability issues. Note that most users travelled in the one-way counterclockwise direction, however, it 
was very common for cyclists to travel in the opposite direction. It is proposed that the park modify the 
existing major roads and trails to allow two-way bicycle and pedestrian travel. A recommended major trail 
circulation system is shown in Figure 2, attached. The proposed network would consist of the following 
facility types (see Figure 3 and Figure 4): 

 Attached Side-Path or Separated Side-Path  
 Shared Street 
 Multi-Use Path (Vehicle Traffic Prohibited) 
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Note that the proposed circulation network would not allow vehicles on any existing trails where already 
prohibited. It is recommended that the existing segment of South Park Drive between El Monte Avenue 
and Centennial Avenue be prohibited to vehicles (discussed later in this report).  

Side-Path Alternative 
 
As shown in Figure 2, South Park Drive (4th Street Entry) is the only proposed roadway that would utilize 
the side-path alternative (purple line). This segment is the busiest roadway in the park and is a primary 
two-direction bicycle route between One-Mile and Annie’s Glenn / Downtown Chico. The existing 
configuration is very narrow with inadequate width to accommodate all modes of travel as shown in 
Exhibit 1.  
 

 

Exhibit 1: Existing South Park Drive 

A side-path alternative, as shown in Figure 3, would provide a narrow 10’ one-way vehicle lane to promote 
low travel speeds and a separated two-way side-path exclusively for pedestrians and bicycles. The side-
path must be a minimum of 10 feet in width but a wider 14 foot path should be considered. A 14 foot 
side-path would be more consistent with the existing wide trails throughout the park. 
 
Shared Street 
 
The shared street roadway, as shown in Figure 4, would function like most of the major park trails today. 
This alternative would allow one-way vehicle traffic but two-way bicycle and pedestrian travel. Signage 
will be needed to indicate one-way vehicular traffic but two-way bicycle traffic. A 20 foot roadway width 
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is recommended to provide adequate width for vehicular and bicycle passing. Minor roadway widening 
would be needed throughout the roadways serving vehicles. If preferred, the side-path alternative could 
be used in place of the shared street alternative.  
 
Multi-Use Path Alternative 
 
The multi-use path alternative (vehicle traffic prohibited), as shown in Figure 4, would require a minimum 
width of 10 feet but a width of 14 feet is preferred, to the extent possible. 

LOCATION SPECIFIC OBSERVATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
Main Entrance 

The 4th Street / Woodland Avenue / South 
Park Drive intersection serves as the main 
entry onto South Park Drive as shown on 
Exhibit 2. Under the existing configuration, 
the subject intersection does not include 
adequate pedestrian facilities. Pedestrian 
crosswalks are not provided to South Park 
Drive where bicycle and pedestrian activity 
is encouraged. Pedestrian ramps are not 
provided on the channelized island or the 
southeast quadrant on Cyprus Street. It is 
recommended that the City stripe 
pedestrian crosswalks connecting South 
Park Drive to the surrounding neighborhood 
and construct ADA accessible ramps at each 
crosswalk.  

One-Mile Entrance on Vallombrosa Way 

Vallombrosa Way Parking Lot 

One-Mile is a popular destination for visitors at Lower Bidwell Park. As noted by City and Park Staff, the 
One-Mile parking lot on Vallombrosa Way is very busy and often times full. The parking lot was nearly full 
during the Saturday observation. Park staff did indicate the need for expanding the parking lot which is 
recommended. An additional vehicle access was contemplated with the expansion of the parking lot but 
is not recommended as the proposed access would likely not meet adequate driveway spacing from other 
intersections.  

Exhibit 2: 4th Street / Woodland Avenue /  
South Park Drive Configuration 
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During the field visit, a large group of visitors 
parked their vehicles and travelled by bicycle 
on Vallombrosa Way and across One-Mile 
Bridge. Conflicts were observed with bicycles 
and vehicles entering and exiting the parking 
lot. Sidewalk is provided from the parking lot 
to One-Mile Bridge, however, dedicated 
bicycle facilities do not exist as shown in 
Exhibit 3. It is recommended that a multi-use 
path be constructed on the south side of the 
One-Mile parking lot between Petersen 
Memorial Way and the One-Mile Bridge. 
Appropriate connections from the parking lot 
to the multi-use path should be made. The 
existing sidewalk on the south side of 
Vallombrosa Way could be replaced with the 
multi-use path to fit the path in this 
constrained area.  

One-Mile Bridge 

One-Mile Bridge serves as the primary crossing over Big Chico Creek within the south west portion of the 
park. Currently, the very narrow bridge is a pinch point for visitors travelling between the One-Mile 
Parking lot and the park attractions. The narrow width limits visitors to only traveling over the bridge in 
one direction at a time. Existing signs indicate that bicyclists are required to walk their bike over the bridge 
which is difficult to enforce and is commonly ignored. It is recommended that the Park construct an 
additional wider bridge immediately to the west that can accommodate two-way travel for both bicycles 
and pedestrians.  

One-Mile Bridge to South Park Drive Connection 

As noted previously, potential circulation improvements are recommended at One-Mile and South Park 
Drive (4th Street Entry). With potential investments in both key areas, a clear direct connection between 
One-Mile Bridge and South Park Drive (4th Street Entry) would become critical. Visitors were observed 
traveling on either the existing multi-use path to the east (indirect connection) or through the parking lot 
(direct connection). Bicycle and pedestrian travel through parking lots cannot be eliminated but should 
be discouraged as much as possible. It is recommended that the Park consider constructing a clear direct 
route between One-Mile Bridge and South Park Drive (4th Street Entry) where bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic is separated. Wayfinding signs to indicate the preferred route would encourage better compliance. 

 

Exhibit 3: Main Entry to One-Mile Parking Lot 
On Vallombrosa Way 
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Caper Acres 

Bicyclists were observed wrong-way riding through the parking lot at Caper Acres to connect to the 
internal multi-use trails. An existing dirt trail currently exists on the east side of Caper Acers. It is 
recommended that the existing dirt trail be paved to create a more desirable bicycle and pedestrian 
connection with less vehicle conflicts.  

Petersen Memorial Way 

Petersen Memorial Way is the longest existing roadway within the park. Note that the roadway has only 
one entry and one exit. Thus, making vehicle travel long and cumbersome which limits demand and 
opportunities. The City and Park could consider constructing an additional vehicle access to Petersen 
Memorial Way at approximately the halfway point between Bryant Avenue and Madrone Avenue. An 
access at the south leg of the Vallombrosa Avenue / Crister Avenue intersection could be a potential 
location.  Additional parking should be constructed with this improvement which would serve as 
alternative parking to One-Mile. 

It is very circuitous for visitors to travel from one side of the park to the other. A future vehicle connection 
between Vallombrosa Avenue and 8th Street could also be considered with the additional access to 
Petersen Memorial Way. This connection should be in a location that would provide benefits to park 
visitors but would limit cut-through traffic. A connection from Crister Avenue to Kern Street or Glenn 
Street should be considered. 

South Park Drive at Cedar Grove 

The vehicle entrance to South Park Drive at Cedar Grove is obscure and difficult to recognize. The existing 
entrance on 8th Street is very narrow and the current sign for the park is located too interior from the 
roadway. While making field observations, this entrance was passed and confused with the Chico Creek 
Nature Center driveway.   

South Park Drive at Cedar Grove currently serves as 
the vehicle route providing access to many picnic 
sites and ADA parking. This trail segment is very 
narrow, particularly, on the most eastern segment 
of the trail between El Monte Avenue and 
Centennial Avenue. Concerns from City staff were 
raised regarding the configuration of the 
Centennial Avenue / South Park Drive intersection. 
The existing exit onto Centennial Drive is shown in 
Exhibit 4. It can be complicated to sign and stripe 
this intersection adequately with the South Park Exhibit 4: Exit from South Park Drive 
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Drive approach located within the horizontal curve. It appears that vehicles have run off the road at this 
intersection causing property damage. 

It is recommended that the exit from South Park Drive (Cedar Grove area) be constructed at El Monte 
Avenue and the remaining narrow trail segment between El Monte Avenue and Centennial Avenue be 
prohibited to vehicle access. Note that only one picnic site is located within this segment. This 
improvement would require relocating the ADA parking spaces, east of El Monte Avenue, onto 8th Street. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The following is a list of our key findings and suggested improvements (summarized graphically 
in Figure 5): 

During the data collection period, vehicles travelled at an average speed of approximately 15 
mph and an 85th percentile speed of approximately 20 mph. The Parks Department could 
consider reducing the speed limit to 15 mph throughout the park.  
Align pedestrian accesses with local streets and opposite pedestrian ramps. Consider striping 
crosswalks between the pedestrian accesses and pedestrian ramps. Pedestrian accesses on 
the boundary roadways should be signed and striped consistently. 
Wayfinding was very difficult throughout Lower Bidwell Park. It is recommended that the 
Parks Department install the following improvements to aid in wayfinding: 

» Naming convention system to easily identify trails, parking lots, roads, and key
features

» Park maps/guides that are clearly visible at main entry points and popular
destinations

» Post-markers along major trails with names or color coding for navigation
» Wayfinding signs throughout the park

Allow two-way bicycle and pedestrian travel on all major roadways and trails. 
Establish the circulation pattern and facilities shown on Figure 2.  
Construct a side-path on South Park Drive (4th Street Entry) as shown on Figure 3. 
Construct pedestrian crosswalks and ADA accessible ramps at the 4th Street / Woodland 
Avenue / South Park Drive intersection 
Expand vehicle parking at the One-Mile parking lot on Vallombrosa Way 
Construct a multi-use path between Petersen Memorial Way and One-Mile Bridge (per  
Figure 4). 
Construct an additional One-Mile Bridge allowing two-way bicycle and pedestrian travel. 
Create a direct multi-use path connection between One-Mile Bridge and South Park Drive and 
install wayfinding signs to direct visitors to the appropriate pathway.  
Construct a multi-use path on the east side of Caper Acres (per Figure 4). 
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 Consider an additional vehicle entrance and exit, with parking, to Petersen Memorial Way on 
Vallombrosa Avenue. A vehicle connection between 8th Street and Vallombrosa Avenue could 
be considered as a future improvement in the same location. 

 Construct a wider vehicle entrance and more prominent signage at the South Park Drive 
entrance at Cedar Grove. 

 Prohibit vehicular travel on South Park Drive between El Monte Avenue and Centennial 
Avenue. Relocate the existing ADA parking spaces onto 8th Street. 

Sincerely, 
Headway Transportation, LLC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Loren E. Chilson, PE 
Principal 
 

Attachments:   

Figure 1 – Field Review Observations 
Figure 2 – Proposed Path and Roadway Types 
Figure 3 – Side-Path Alternatives 
Figure 4 – Shared Facility Alternatives 
Figure 5 – Potential Improvements 
Attachment A –Bidwell Park Bike Map 
Attachment B – Traffic Count Data 
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Proposed Path and Roadway Types
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Figure 5

Potential Improvements
Traffic and Circulation Review
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Daily Speeds (MPH)

Posted Speed: 25Location:

Unit ID:

Study Date:

South Park Drive (4th Street Entry)

Wednesday, 09/14/2022

5-
14

15-
19

20-
24

25-
29

30-
34

35-
39

40-
44

45-
49

50-
54

55-
59

60-
64

65-
69

70-
74

75-
79

80-
99 Total

00:00 - 00:59
01:00 - 01:59

02:00 - 02:59

03:00 - 03:59

04:00 - 04:59
05:00 - 05:59

06:00 - 06:59

07:00 - 07:59

08:00 - 08:59
09:00 - 09:59

10:00 - 10:59

11:00 - 11:59

12:00 - 12:59
13:00 - 13:59

14:00 - 14:59

15:00 - 15:59

16:00 - 16:59
17:00 - 17:59

18:00 - 18:59

19:00 - 19:59

20:00 - 20:59
21:00 - 21:59

22:00 - 22:59

23:00 - 23:59

Totals
Percent of Total

Percent of AM

Percent of PM

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
3 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
6 13 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 24
4 10 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16
9 16 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 33
4 7 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 22
4 6 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17

14 11 11 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40
9 13 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 27
9 16 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32
6 9 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18
5 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
2 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
77 109 63 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 256

30.0 42.6 24.6 2.3 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

30.0 52.0 14.0 2.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

30.1 39.8 27.2 2.4 0.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100
Standard Deviation:

Mean Speed:

5.5 MPH

17.1 MPH

Median Speed: 17.7 MPH

Modal Speed: 17.5 MPH

Ten Mile Pace: 15 to 24 MPH

Percent in Ten Mile Pace: 68.6%

85th Percentile: 22.9 MPH

15th Percentile: 10.2 MPH

90th Percentile: 23.7 MPH

95th Percentile: 24.6 MPH

Attachment B - Traffic Count Data
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Daily Speeds (MPH)

Posted Speed: 25Location:

Unit ID:

Study Date:

South Park Drive (Cedar Grove)

Wednesday, 09/14/2022

5-
14

15-
19

20-
24

25-
29

30-
34

35-
39

40-
44

45-
49

50-
54

55-
59

60-
64

65-
69

70-
74

75-
79

80-
99 Total

00:00 - 00:59
01:00 - 01:59

02:00 - 02:59

03:00 - 03:59

04:00 - 04:59
05:00 - 05:59

06:00 - 06:59

07:00 - 07:59

08:00 - 08:59
09:00 - 09:59

10:00 - 10:59

11:00 - 11:59

12:00 - 12:59
13:00 - 13:59

14:00 - 14:59

15:00 - 15:59

16:00 - 16:59
17:00 - 17:59

18:00 - 18:59

19:00 - 19:59

20:00 - 20:59
21:00 - 21:59

22:00 - 22:59

23:00 - 23:59

Totals
Percent of Total

Percent of AM

Percent of PM

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
4 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
7 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8
6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

34 12 3 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 54
62.9 22.2 5.6 7.4 0.0 1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

33.3 44.4 22.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

68.9 17.8 2.2 8.8 0.0 2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100
Standard Deviation:

Mean Speed:

7.8 MPH

14.0 MPH

Median Speed: 11.8 MPH

Modal Speed: 10.0 MPH

Ten Mile Pace: 15 to 24 MPH

Percent in Ten Mile Pace: 14.8%

85th Percentile: 19.3 MPH

15th Percentile: 6.9 MPH

90th Percentile: 26.3 MPH

95th Percentile: 28.6 MPH

Attachment B - Traffic Count Data
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Daily Speeds (MPH)

Posted Speed: 25Location:

Unit ID:

Study Date:

South Park Drive (Cedar Grove)

Thursday, 09/15/2022
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19

20-
24

25-
29

30-
34

35-
39

40-
44

45-
49

50-
54

55-
59

60-
64

65-
69

70-
74

75-
79

80-
99 Total

00:00 - 00:59
01:00 - 01:59

02:00 - 02:59

03:00 - 03:59

04:00 - 04:59
05:00 - 05:59

06:00 - 06:59

07:00 - 07:59

08:00 - 08:59
09:00 - 09:59

10:00 - 10:59

11:00 - 11:59

12:00 - 12:59
13:00 - 13:59

14:00 - 14:59

15:00 - 15:59

16:00 - 16:59
17:00 - 17:59

18:00 - 18:59

19:00 - 19:59

20:00 - 20:59
21:00 - 21:59

22:00 - 22:59

23:00 - 23:59

Totals
Percent of Total

Percent of AM

Percent of PM

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
3 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
4 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
7 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9
6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

38 9 4 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 54
70.4 16.7 7.4 1.8 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

88.8 0.0 11.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

66.7 20.0 6.7 2.2 4.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100
Standard Deviation:

Mean Speed:

6.7 MPH

13.9 MPH

Median Speed: 12.4 MPH

Modal Speed: 10.0 MPH

Ten Mile Pace: 15 to 24 MPH

Percent in Ten Mile Pace: 26.9%

85th Percentile: 19.0 MPH

15th Percentile: 7.0 MPH

90th Percentile: 22.3 MPH

95th Percentile: 26.0 MPH

Attachment B - Traffic Count Data
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Daily Speeds (MPH)

Posted Speed: 25Location:

Unit ID:

Study Date:

Petersen Memorial Way

Wednesday, 09/14/2022

5-
14

15-
19

20-
24

25-
29

30-
34

35-
39

40-
44

45-
49

50-
54

55-
59

60-
64

65-
69

70-
74

75-
79

80-
99 Total

00:00 - 00:59
01:00 - 01:59

02:00 - 02:59

03:00 - 03:59

04:00 - 04:59
05:00 - 05:59

06:00 - 06:59

07:00 - 07:59

08:00 - 08:59
09:00 - 09:59

10:00 - 10:59

11:00 - 11:59

12:00 - 12:59
13:00 - 13:59

14:00 - 14:59

15:00 - 15:59

16:00 - 16:59
17:00 - 17:59

18:00 - 18:59

19:00 - 19:59

20:00 - 20:59
21:00 - 21:59

22:00 - 22:59

23:00 - 23:59

Totals
Percent of Total

Percent of AM

Percent of PM

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
4 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9
4 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8
4 12 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21
3 4 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
8 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13
3 5 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
2 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

39 41 9 5 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 96
40.6 42.7 9.4 5.2 1.0 1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

40.0 40.0 20.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

40.7 43.0 8.1 5.8 1.2 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100
Standard Deviation:

Mean Speed:

6.2 MPH

15.8 MPH

Median Speed: 16.0 MPH

Modal Speed: 17.5 MPH

Ten Mile Pace: 15 to 24 MPH

Percent in Ten Mile Pace: 52.1%

85th Percentile: 20.6 MPH

15th Percentile: 8.6 MPH

90th Percentile: 23.3 MPH

95th Percentile: 26.7 MPH

Attachment B - Traffic Count Data
Item 5.2 - Exhibit A



Daily Speeds (MPH)

Posted Speed: 25Location:

Unit ID:

Study Date:

Petersen Memorial Way

Thursday, 09/15/2022

5-
14

15-
19

20-
24

25-
29

30-
34

35-
39

40-
44

45-
49

50-
54

55-
59

60-
64

65-
69

70-
74

75-
79

80-
99 Total

00:00 - 00:59
01:00 - 01:59

02:00 - 02:59

03:00 - 03:59

04:00 - 04:59
05:00 - 05:59

06:00 - 06:59

07:00 - 07:59

08:00 - 08:59
09:00 - 09:59

10:00 - 10:59

11:00 - 11:59

12:00 - 12:59
13:00 - 13:59

14:00 - 14:59

15:00 - 15:59

16:00 - 16:59
17:00 - 17:59

18:00 - 18:59

19:00 - 19:59

20:00 - 20:59
21:00 - 21:59

22:00 - 22:59

23:00 - 23:59

Totals
Percent of Total

Percent of AM

Percent of PM

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
3 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10
4 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9
2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
6 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9
4 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11
1 5 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11
0 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7
5 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8
2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

32 37 12 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 87
36.8 42.5 13.8 4.6 1.1 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

38.1 52.4 9.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100

36.4 39.4 15.2 6.1 1.5 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100
Standard Deviation:

Mean Speed:

6.2 MPH

16.3 MPH

Median Speed: 16.5 MPH

Modal Speed: 17.5 MPH

Ten Mile Pace: 15 to 24 MPH

Percent in Ten Mile Pace: 56.3%

85th Percentile: 21.9 MPH

15th Percentile: 8.9 MPH

90th Percentile: 23.7 MPH

95th Percentile: 26.4 MPH

Attachment B - Traffic Count Data
Item 5.2 - Exhibit A
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 2/27/23 
 
 

DATE: 2/22/23 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: Parks Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

 
1. Updates  

 
a. Iron Canyon Fish Passage Project - In a highly competitive nationwide grant process, the National Oceanic 

Atmospheric Association (NOAA) is recommending funding for this project that will remove a fish passage barrier 
in Iron Canyon, upstream from Salmon Hole—restoring access to more than 8 miles of native fish habitat and 
critically needed spawning and rearing habitat for steelhead and spring-run Chinook salmon in the upper reaches 
of Big Chico Creek, including cold water spawning habitat.  The first phase of the project slated to begin in the 
summer 2023 will entail an working on project designs and conducting hydrological and topographic surveys, 
regulatory permitting, environmental reviews, and initial public outreach.  On-the-ground work, which could begin 
as early as 2024, will involve removing the 80-year-old non-functioning fishway which currently completely blocks 
fish passage. Additionally, a section of the stream channel will be reconfigured to mimic a natural channel form that 
will be passable by salmon, steelhead and other native species even at low stream flows.  Partners in this project 
include the City, Cal Trout, CSU, Chico, the Mechoopda Tribe, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the California 
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife. 

 
b. Bidwell Park Golf Course Improvements – The Bidwell Park Golf Course will be improving and paving the cart path 

from the 12th green down to the bike/pedestrian bridge across Big Chico Creek.  They will be moving the path 
slightly to the right to make the transition down to the bridge less steep and a safer path of travel for the public.  For 
this work, the bridge will have to be closed from Monday March 27, 2023 to Thursday March 30, 2023.  A press 
release will be sent out as we get closer and signs and barricades will be placed to warn the public of the bridge 
closure. 

 
c. Measure H Funding – At its 12/12/22 meeting, the BPPC requested a discussion on identifying potential park 

related projects for possible Measure H funding. City Staff is working on a list of projects for the first round of 
funding that will be presented to the City Council for approval.  

 
d. Upper Park Road Access – Also on 12/12/22, the Commission requested a discussion regarding allowing vehicle 

access to Upper Park Road now that the road has been improved.  On 3/3/20, the City Council directed that the 
entire Upper Park Road be opened to vehicles two days a week.  The Council gave Staff discretion to pick those 
days and it was decided to open the section above Diversion Dam to vehicles on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  
The following gate schedule for vehicles above Lot E Horseshoe Lake; closed Sun-Mon, open to end of the road 
Tues-Wed, open to Diversion Dam gate only Thurs-Sat., will be implemented sometime soon, as weather permits. 

 
2. Maintenance Program 

 
Staff provides on a need and time basis the cleaning and safety inspections of all recreation areas including grounds, 
playgrounds, picnic sites, roads, and paths, coupled with the weekend cleaning and re-supplying of all open park 
restrooms. Maintenance and repair of park fixtures, daily opening of gates, posting reservations and the removal of 
graffiti from all park infrastructure.   
 

a. Lower Park:  Finished picking up leaves off the lawns.  Swept leaves and debris off roads and bike paths. Raised 
elevations in One Mile and Caper Acres areas.   Replaced 12 worn out Trash cans.  Repaired wire perimeter fence 
throughout the park.  Added fall material to the Bird Cage and swings in Caper Acres.  Removed all the wire fencing 
from the Deer Pens and started on post removal.  Mowed brush in and around World of Tree including the area that 
the goats were in last year.  Worked with the tree crew to remove a very large dead Valley Oak in world of trees. 
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b. Middle Park:   Removed a large down tree across Five Mile Way.    
 

c. Upper Park:  Worked on Upper Park Road to facilitate better access for fire engines.  Cleared a large tree down 
across the Yahi trail.  Replaced all existing speed limit signs to 15 mph and warning signs on Upper Park Road, 
including adding 9 additional signs to provide adequate signage for the new road. 

 
d. Green way Parks: Assisted in the Encampment cleanups at Teichert Ponds and other Greenways. 

 
e. Upcoming projects: Still waiting for the opportunity to install Salmon Hole sign.  Finish removing posts at Deer 

Pens.  Turning on and fine-tuning irrigation throughout the park.  Removing and replace the group BBQ at Cedar 
grove.  Install split rail fencing along Centennial Drive to Manzanita. 

 
3. Volunteer and Donor Program 

 
a. Chico Velo - Trailworks – Trailworks volunteers have been working closely with the Parks Division to perform much 

needed repairs on several trails on the north and south side of Upper Bidwell Park. As conditions allow, volunteer 
work sessions for the season will continue through the Spring 2023. 

b. Friends of Comanche Creek Greenway (FOCCG) – FOCCG continue cleanup work at Comanche Creek and have 
added Little Chico Creek Greenway and Teichert Ponds to their efforts. The FOCCG clean ups remove an average 
of 20 cubic yards of debris every week. 

 
c. Chico Community Watch (CCW)  – CCW has been conducting bi-weekly cleanups in the Lindo Channel between 

Esplanade an Longfellow. The cleanups have helped immensely in keeping the area free of debris. 
 

d. Chico Traditional Ecological Knowledge Stewardship Program (TEK)  – TEK volunteers meet at Verbena Fields 
every Friday to tend the land and learn traditional land stewardship practices. To learn more visit tekchico.org 

 
e. Chico Community Volunteers in Education (CAVE)  – CAVE’s Adopt a Park program is back in session. 6 student 

volunteers will work on various projects in Lower Bidwell Park for 3 hours every Friday through early December.  
 
f. 3rd Annual Chico Spring Clean – Planning for the third Chico Spring Clean event is underway. The event will be 

held on Saturday, April 22nd from 9 am to noon. Details on how to participate will be coming soon. 
 

g. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities – Please CLICK HERE or visit https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar 
to find out about upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

 
h. Donations – Donations that were received by the Parks Division included  $300.00  from Arlyne Hazel in January 

and the continued monthly $250 donation from Peter Washington in December and January.  
 

 
MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 

 
Table 1.  Upcoming Monthly Public Permits 

 

 
 

Date Location Organization Event Participant #
03/04/23 One Mile Fleet Feet Bidwell Classic 5k/10k 1,000
03/25/22 One Mile Enloe Heart & Sole 5k Run 750

Totals 1,750

Upcoming Monthly Public Permits - March

https://tekchico.org/
https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
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Table 2.  Monthly Volunteer Hours 
 

 

Parks, Trees and Greenways -PALS-  (Partners, Ambassadors, Leaders & Stewards) Volunteer Activities, December 22

Date Location Partner/Agency # of Volunteers  Hrs. Worked

# of Vols Xs 
Hrs. = Total 

Hrs. Task Leader

Various
Chico Parks and 

Greenways PALS 119 N/A 805 Park Ambassadors Shane Romain
Various Lower Park College Corps Various N/A 121 Vegetation Mgmt. Shane Romain

12/2/2022 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 4 3 12 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
12/2/2022 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 5 3 15 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/2/2022 Windchime Park Friends of Comanche Creek 1 2 2 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/2/2022 North 1 Mile CAVE 7 3 21 Trail work Kevin Seeger
12/5/2022 LCC Friends of Comanche Creek 1 2 2 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/7/2022 LCC Friends of Comanche Creek 3 3 3 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/9/2022 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 4 3 12 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
12/9/2022 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 3 2 6 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/15/2022 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 2 1 2 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/16/2022 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 8 3 24 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
12/16/2022 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 10 3 30 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
12/17/2022 Lindo Channel Chico Community Watch 6 3 18 General Cleanup Dan Bringolf
12/18/2022 Upper Park Chico Velo Trailworks 13 4 52 Trail Work Steven Clipperton
12/23/2022 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 8 3 24 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
12/30/2022 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 11 3 33 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff

TOTAL HRS. 1182
Parks, Trees and Greenways -PALS-  (Partners, Ambassadors, Leaders & Stewards) Volunteer Activities, Jan. 23

Date Location Partner/Agency # of Volunteers  Hrs. Worked

# of Vols Xs 
Hrs. = Total 

Hrs. Task Leader

Various
Chico Parks and 

Greenways PALS 105 N/A 967 Park Ambassadors Shane Romain
Various Lower Park College Corps Various N/A 87 Vegetation Mgmt. Shane Romain

1/6/2023 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 12 3 36 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
1/6/2023 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 7 3 21 General Cleanup Liz Stewart

1/13/2023 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 8 3 24 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/13/2023 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 6 3 18 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/17/2023 Annie's Glen Friends of Comanche Creek 4 4 16 General Cleanup Liz Stewart

1/20/2023 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 10 3 30 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
1/20/2023 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 4 4 16 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/23/2023 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 2 2 4 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
1/27/2023 Lower Park CORE Butte Charter School 8 2 16 Vegetation Mgmt. Kevin Seeger
1/27/2023 Comanche Creek Friends of Comanche Creek 8 3 24 General Cleanup Liz Stewart

1/27/2023 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 11 3 33 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
1/28/2023 Lindo Channel Chico Community Watch 7 3 21 General Cleanup Dan Bringolf
1/28/2023 Upper trail Velo Trailworks 20 4 80 Trail Maint. Mike Matiasek

TOTAL HRS. 1393
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Table 3.  Monthly Parks and Greenways Cleanup totals 

 
 

Parks and Greenways Cleanups,Dec. 2022

Date Location Coop. Org. # of Staff
# 

Workers/Vols. Total People Hours Worked
People Xs Hours 

Total
Total Debris 
(cubic yards) Total Debris (lbs)

Total Debris 
(tons)

12/2/2022 Pomana Bridge 8 8 5 40 30 2,400
12/5/2022 Lindo and Palm CCW 3 3 1 1 4 14240

12/6/2022
East of Annie's Glen 

bikepath 3 3 1 3 2 700
12/6/2022 Teichert Ponds 3 2.5 2.5 7.5 15 5540
12/8/2022 Coasset and Eaton BCSO 4 9 15 3 45 30 5060
12/8/1933 Teichert Ponds 4 4 2 8 20 1100

12/16/2022 1369 E. Lindo 3 3 1 3 2 700
12/19-12/20 Lindo 99 to Manzanita 15 15 14 210 230 110500
12/29/2022 Lindo at 1278 Manzanita 3 3 1 3 5 1750
12/29/2022 Lindo at Lakewood 3 3 1 3 6 2100
12/29/2022 Lindo at Mangrove 3 3 1 3 3 1050
12/30/2022 2705 Marigold 3 3 1 3 1 350

TOTAL HRS
TOTAL DEBRIS 

YARDS TOTAL  LBS TOTAL  TONS
329.5 348 145490 73

Encampment Cleanups,  Jan 2023

Date Location Coop. Org. # of Staff
# 

Workers/Vols. Total People Hours Worked
People Xs Hours 

Total
Total Debris 
(cubic yards) Total Debris (lbs)

Total Debris 
(tons)

1/3/2023 E Lindo Neal Dow CCW 3 3 1 3 2 700

1/4/2023
Comanche Midway 

bridge 5 5 3.5 17.5 10 3,500

1/6/2023 Vita Course 1 3 3 1.5 4.5 3 1050
1/10/2023 Depot Park 3 3 1.5 4.5 6 2100
1/10/2022 1st and n Cedar 3 3 3 9 17 5950
1/10/2023 Roses and Ivy 3 3 1 3 1 350
1/12/2023 1st and n Cedar 3 3 4 12 18 6300
1/17/2023 Lindo and Palm CCW 3 3 1 3 10 3500
1/17/2023 Ivy and Myers 3 3 0.5 1.5 2 700
1/17/2023 Windchime 3 3 0.5 1.5 1 350
1/23/2023 16th and Locust 3 3 1 3 6 2100
1/27/2023 Humboldt and Fir 2 2 2 4 8 2800
1/30/2023 Lindo and Palm CCW 3 3 1 3 6 2100

TOTAL HRS
TOTAL DEBRIS 

YARDS TOTAL  LBS
69.5 90 24150 13
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
Figure 1 Trailworks Volunteers 

 
Figure 2 Chico Community Watch Volunteers 

 
Figure 3 Five Mile down tree 

 
Figure 4 Five Mile down tree  

 
Figure 5 Five Mile down tree 

 
Figure 6 Five Mile tree down 
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Figure 7 Valley Oak World of Trees 

 
Figure 8 Valley Oak World of Trees 

 
Figure 9  Valley Oak World of Trees 

 
Figure 10 Iron Canyon Fish Ladder 

 
Figure 11  Snow in Upper Park on 2/24/23 

 
Figure 12 Snow at Disc Golf Course 
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 02/27/23 
 
 

DATE: 02/27/23 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: Tree Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

 
1. Updates  

 
a. Recruitment – Staff will soon start recruitment process for tree watering positions. 

 
b. Intern: - Katelyn Fansler started in her role as urban forest intern. Katelyn is based at BEC and will be assisting with 

community tree planting outreach. 
 

c. Service requests - In December 54 calls for tree service were received, of which 26 (48%) were related to cracked, 
hanging, or fallen limbs. This is a sharp decrease from last month, due to falling temperatures. 
 
In January 2023, 55 calls for tree service were received, of which 16 (29%) were related to cracked, hanging, or 
fallen limbs. 

 
2. Planning/Monitoring 

 
a. Damage Reports: No damage reports were sent to Risk management in December. One was sent in January. 

 
3. Planning and Building Development 

 
a. Landscape reviews:  Permit comments in the City TRAKIT permit system included species for diversity of tree 

palette, PG&E removal requests and Chapman/Mulberry landscape requirements.. 
 
4. Miscellaneous 

 
a. Final draft Urban Forest Master Plan (UFMP): Dudek have completed the final draft and Technical Assessment. Six 

comments were received during the thirty-day public commentary period. Comments were reviewed by Dudek, 
and a summary of key commentary and updates will be provided during a presentation from Dudek. 

 
b. Free shade trees – Butte Environmental Council successfully hosted a community tree planting event December 

10. Despite the torrential rain, most volunteers still participated including nine College Corps fellows from Chico 
State. 25 community shade trees were planted. Residents still wishing to receive a new shade tree spring 2023 
should submit a request to Butte Environmental Council by visiting https://www.becnet.org/urbanforest  

 
c. Trees for Babies: The partnership with Enloe Medical Foundation is seeing a steady stream of requests for 

celebration trees. There are now 95 signups to receive a tree to celebrate the birth of a new baby.  Forty-seven 
applicants have reached out to choose their tree. 

 
5. Maintenance 

 
a. Tree Maintenance – City staff successfully started grid pruning of trees in the Doe Mill neighborhood. 

 
b. Storms The series of bomb cyclones that hit northern California did not impact Chico. Only five trees required 

removal due to storm damage; compared to over 1000 in Sacramento. The city program over the summer removing 
dead and dying trees no doubt contributed to the low numbers of tree failures during the severe weather. 

https://www.becnet.org/urbanforest
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c. Tree Planting: Public Works contractor Arbor & Earth planted over 200 trees in selected neighborhoods including 
Notre Dame, Springfield, The Avenues and Shasta.  

 
d. Wednesday volunteers:  After a winter hiatus, the Wednesday crew is back planting trees. The group meets every 

Wednesday morning at Public Works. Recent activities have included bagging up mulch ahead of the community 
event in March, and replanting locations that had failed trees.    

 
6. Outreach, Training and Education 

 
 
a. ISA Training: International Society of Arborists (ISA) hosted an in-person three-day Tree Risk Assessor Qualification 

(TRAQ) training in Chico at CARD headquarters.  
 
b. ICS-300: UFM attended a 3-day ICS-300 training hosted by Butte County EOC in Oroville. 

 
c. Urban Forest Summit #2:   January 12 an online public forum was hosted by Dudek. The event was scheduled to 

coincide with the final day of public commentary for the final draft of the UFMP. Seventeen community members 
participated and provided commentary and feedback on the plan. 

 
7. Street Tree Supervisor Report 

 
The Street Tree Supervisor's monthly summary data tables for December 2022 and January 2023 are included below: 

 
a. Table 1 December Staff hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
b. Table 2 December Staff productivity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Category Staff Hours % of Total
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
Tree Crew Hours

1. Safety 223 21.1% 165.2%
2. Tree Work 603 57.0% 95.4%
3. Special Projects 53 5.0% 45.9%
4. Admin Time/Other 178 16.8% 106.0%

Monthly Totals 1057 100.0% 100.6%

Item Values
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
5. Productivity

Calls
Call Outs 80 153.8%
Service Requests: Submitted 0 -
Service Requests: Completed 54 72.0%
Sub Total 0 -

Trees
Planted: Trees 0 -
Pruned 393 147.7%
Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 -
Removed: Stumps 0 0.0%
Removed: Trees 0 0.0%
Sub Total 393 139.4%
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c. Table 3 January Staff hours 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

d. Table 4 January Staff productivity 

 
 
 
 

8. Upcoming Issues 
 

a. Final Draft of the UFMP is scheduled to be agendized for City Council consideration in March. 
 

b. The next community tree planting event will be hosted by Butte Environmental Council March 4, 2023. To date 
nearly fifty volunteers have signed up and 48 trees are scheduled to be planted.  
 

 
 

Item Values
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
5. Productivity

Calls
Call Outs 67 #N/A
Service Requests: Submitted 0 #N/A
Service Requests: Completed 61 #N/A
Sub Total 0 #N/A

Trees
Planted: Trees 0 #N/A
Pruned 304 #N/A
Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 #N/A
Removed: Stumps 0 #N/A
Removed: Trees 5 #N/A
Sub Total 309 #N/A

Tree Permits (#)
Submitted 0 #N/A
Approved 0 #N/A
Denied 0 #N/A
Total 0 #N/A

6. Contracts 
Expenditures ($) 16,800$            #N/A

Category Staff Hours % of Total
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
Tree Crew Hours

1. Safety 132.5 14.7% #N/A
2. Tree Work 517 57.2% #N/A
3. Special Projects 139.5 15.4% #N/A
4. Admin Time/Other 114.5 12.7% #N/A

Monthly Totals 903.5 100.0% #N/A



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 4 of 4 February 2023 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Figure 1 Wednesday volunteers bagging mulch.. 
Figure 2 City tree crew storm damage 
cleanup. 

 

 

Figure 3- City tree crew storm damage cleanup. 
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	1. Updates
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	b. Middle Park:   Removed a large down tree across Five Mile Way.
	c. Upper Park:  Worked on Upper Park Road to facilitate better access for fire engines.  Cleared a large tree down across the Yahi trail.  Replaced all existing speed limit signs to 15 mph and warning signs on Upper Park Road, including adding 9 addit...
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	c. Chico Community Watch (CCW)  – CCW has been conducting bi-weekly cleanups in the Lindo Channel between Esplanade an Longfellow. The cleanups have helped immensely in keeping the area free of debris.
	d. Chico Traditional Ecological Knowledge Stewardship Program (TEK)  – TEK volunteers meet at Verbena Fields every Friday to tend the land and learn traditional land stewardship practices. To learn more visit tekchico.org
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	f. 3rd Annual Chico Spring Clean – Planning for the third Chico Spring Clean event is underway. The event will be held on Saturday, April 22nd from 9 am to noon. Details on how to participate will be coming soon.
	g. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities – Please CLICK HERE or visit https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar to find out about upcoming volunteer opportunities.
	h. Donations – Donations that were received by the Parks Division included  $300.00  from Arlyne Hazel in January and the continued monthly $250 donation from Peter Washington in December and January.
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	d. Wednesday volunteers:  After a winter hiatus, the Wednesday crew is back planting trees. The group meets every Wednesday morning at Public Works. Recent activities have included bagging up mulch ahead of the community event in March, and replanting...

	6. Outreach, Training and Education
	a. ISA Training: International Society of Arborists (ISA) hosted an in-person three-day Tree Risk Assessor Qualification (TRAQ) training in Chico at CARD headquarters.
	b. ICS-300: UFM attended a 3-day ICS-300 training hosted by Butte County EOC in Oroville.
	c. Urban Forest Summit #2:   January 12 an online public forum was hosted by Dudek. The event was scheduled to coincide with the final day of public commentary for the final draft of the UFMP. Seventeen community members participated and provided comm...
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	8. Upcoming Issues
	a. Final Draft of the UFMP is scheduled to be agendized for City Council consideration in March.
	b. The next community tree planting event will be hosted by Butte Environmental Council March 4, 2023. To date nearly fifty volunteers have signed up and 48 trees are scheduled to be planted.





