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Public Works Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared: 3/23/2017 
965 Fir Street Agenda Posted:  3/24/2017 
(530) 896-7800 Prior to:   5:00 p.m. 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
March 27, 2017 6:30 pm  

Municipal Center - 421 Main Street, Council Chamber 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street 
during normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/. 

 
1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

 
1.1. Call to Order 

 
1.2. Roll Call 

 
2. CONSENT AGENDA  

 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 
Public comment, if any, will be taken before the approval of the Consent Agenda   

 
2.1. Permit Earthbound Skills Homeschool Events, (4/11/17-4/14/17) 

 
Joni Mitchell (Applicant) would like to reserve the Council Ring for multiple days for various outdoor 
activities, including teaching children how to build a camp fire.  Applicant would like to secure a fire 
permit. Recommendation: Conditional approval. 
 

2.2. Permit for Multiple AA Meetings, (4/16/17 – 10/8/17) 
 

Craig Bilsborough (Applicant) - God Squad AA is a support group that would like to meet every 
Sunday at the Council Ring.  Recommendation: Conditional approval.  

 
2.3. Permit Vineyard of Chico to hold a Sunrise Service in Middle Park on Easter (4/16/17) 

 
Jessica Ordaz (Applicant) with Vineyard of Chico requests a permit to hold an Easter Sunrise 
service at the cross near Parking Area B in Middle Park.   Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

 
2.4. Permit Valley Oak Children’s Services Annual Children’s Faire, (4/29/17) 

 
Connie Roberson (Applicant) with Valley Oak Children’s Services, would like to host the 31th Annual 
Children’s Faire in City Plaza.  During their event, they are requesting to have a petting zoo. 
Recommendation: Conditional approval 
 

2.5. Permit Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs, 5/20/17) 
 

Pete Giampaoli (Applicant) requests a permit to host a free fishing derby (Hooked on Fishing Not 
on Drugs), for children ages 4-12 years old, held in Middle Park at Horseshoe Lake.  This event 
will also need the approval to stock Horseshoe Lake with approximately 8,000 pounds of catfish.  
Recommendation: Conditional approval.    
 

2.6. Permit a Wedding at Picnic Site #37 (10/10/17) 
 

Emily Damm and Seth Jones (Applicants) would like to reserve Picnic Site #37 (Redwood Grove), 
which is a non-intensive use site, for their wedding ceremony. Recommendation:   Conditional 
Approval 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – IF ANY 
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4. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS  -  NONE 
 

5. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

5.1. Permit for Multiple Earthbound Skills Campfire Storytelling Meetings, (4/8/17 – 10/7/17) 
 

Applicant (Deva Daniel) would like to host campfire storytelling events.  The Applicant would like to 
secure a fire permit for all of the requested dates.  Recommendation:  Approve the permit for the 
site reservation for all dates, and, due to high fire danger, approve the fire permit for only the months 
of April, June and October.  
 

5.2. Permit Happy Acres Forest School LLC for a Daily Environmental Program in Various Locations of 
Bidwell Park (9/2017 through 6/2018) 

 
Brian Kehoe (Applicant) would like to bring children 3 -5 years old, on a daily basis, into various 
locations in Bidwell Park, from 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM, Monday through Friday, beginning September 
2017 thru June, 2018 for an environmental education program.  Recommendation:  Conditional 
Approval 
 

6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  
 

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on 
the agenda; comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this 
meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda. 
 

7. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  
 

The following items are provided for the Commission’s information only.  No action can be taken on 
any of the items unless the Commission agrees to include them on a subsequent posted agenda. 

 
7.1. Parks and Street Trees Division Report – Verbal Report - Interim Park and Natural Resource 

Manager Linda Herman 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourn to the next regular meeting on April 24, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Chico Municipal 
Center building located at 421 Main Street, Chico, California. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need 
to request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least three working 

days prior to the meeting. 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 3/27/17 

 
DATE: 3/13/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit Earthbound Skills to Reserve Council Ring, (4/11/17 – 4/14/17) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

 
Recommendation:   Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 
Date of Application 3/13/2017 
Date of Event 4/11/17 – 4/14/17 
Time of Event 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
Event Name Homeschool Event 
Applicant Name Joni Mitchell 
Location Council Ring 
Description Teach children how to build a campfire as well as other outdoor activities. 
New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  Years?  

# Participants 15 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 Applicant must follow all the rules required by the fire permit. 
 At the conclusion of each event the applicant will need to do a final inspection and remove all signs as well as pick 

up any associated trash. 

Attachments:  Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution: Joni Mitchell 
 
 
U:\Parks_Templates\BPPC_templates\BPPC_Report_template_10_0621.doc 
3/23/2017 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 4/27/17 

 
DATE: 3/13/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Multiple AA Meetings, April 16, 2017 – October 8, 2017 

 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Craig Bilsborough (Applicant), God Squad AA is a support group that would like to meet every Sunday at the Council Ring 
from April 16, 2017 – October 8, 2017.  Meetings are 1.25 hours long. 
 
  Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

Date of Application 3/13/2017 
Date of Event Various 
Time of Event 9:00 AM – 10:30 AM 
Event Name AA Meeting 
Applicant Name Craig Bilsborough 
Location Council Ring 
Description Support group meeting 
New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? 30 

# Participants 50 - 60 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

 The group has been meeting on site for some time. While the number of consecutive 
weeks may be of concern, the meetings cover only a relatively short time, demand for 
Council Ring is light, and staff will monitor the number of reservations that may be 
displaced. 

 

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 No cars on pathways or interior of the park. 
 Follow One Way designations. 
 No fire at Council Ring unless a fire permit is obtained and/or if conditions are windy. 
 Use of Caper Acres bathroom is prohibited; (Adults without children may be cited).  Use South One Mile facility by 

the pool. 

Attachments: Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution: Craig Bilsborough  
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 3/27/17 

 
DATE: 3/13/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit for Vineyard of Chico, Easter Sunrise Service (4/16/17) 

 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Jessica Ordaz (Applicant) (Vineyard of Chico) requests a permit to hold a sunrise service at the cross near Parking Area B 
in Middle Park on Sunday April 16, 2017.   
 
This sunrise service has been held at this location for the past 16 years and other similar services have been occurring for 
a number of years since the erection of the cross in the 1950’s.  The cross is located just north of Parking Area B on the 
North Rim Trail.  
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 
  
Date of Application 3/7/2017 
Date of Event 4/16/2017 
Time of Event 6:15 AM- 8:00 AM 
Event Name Sunrise Service - Easter 
Applicant Name Jessica Ordaz/Vineyard of Chico 
Location Middle Park – Cross area 
Description Easter Sunrise Service 
New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? 17 

# Participants 50 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Not an intensive use area.  

BPMMP 
Consideration 

The BPMMP notes that high priority should be given to reducing and repairing erosion on 
the North Rim Trail (I-Middle-4) 

Conditions: 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 Applicant cap the number of attendees to fifty (50) as listed on the application. 
 Applicant to keep attendees on areas capable of sustaining high foot traffic (rocky areas) and maintain 

conveyance for park users on the designated trails. 
 Applicant to ensure attendees avoid areas that would damage vegetation (especially when wet). 

Attachments:  Application and Permit For Park Use 

Distribution: Jessica Ordaz 
 
 
U:\Parks_Templates\BPPC_templates\BPPC_Report_template_10_0621.doc 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 3/27/17 

 
DATE: 3/10/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit Valley Oak Children’s Services to host the Annual Children’s Faire, (4/29/17) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Connie Roberson (Applicant) with Valley Oak Children’s Services, would like to host the 31th Annual Children’s Faire in City 
Plaza.  During their event, they are requesting to have a petting zoo 
 
Recommendation:  Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 
Date of Application 10/21/2016 
Date of Event 4/29/2017 
Time of Event 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
Event Name Annual Children’s Faire 
Applicant Name Connie Roberson 
Location City Plaza 
Description Children’s Faire including a petting zoo 
New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? 31 

# Participants 700 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Uncommon or unusual for reserved area.  

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 There must be a tarp under the animals to catch weed seed. 
 If parking meter bags are necessary, for loading and unloading purposes, please provide the Parks Admin Staff the 

parking meter numbers at least 3 days in advance. 
 At the conclusion of the event the applicant will need to do a final inspection and remove all signs as well as pick 

up any associated trash. 
 No chalk markings 
 All signs must be free standing 

Attachments:  Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution: Connie Roberson 
 
 
U:\Parks_Templates\BPPC_templates\BPPC_Report_template_10_0621.doc 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                    Meeting Date 3/27/17 

 
DATE: 3/10/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs at Horseshoe Lake, (5/20/17) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Pete Giampaoli (Applicant) requests a permit to host a free fishing derby (Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs), for children 
ages 4-12 years old, held in Middle Park at Horseshoe Lake.  This event will also need the approval to stock Horseshoe 
Lake with approximately 8,000 pounds of catfish.  Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

Date of Application 3/8/2017 
Date of Event 5/20/2017 
Time of Event 7:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Event Name Fishing Derby 
Applicant Name Pete Giampaoli 
Location Middle Park, Horseshoe Lake 
Description Fishing derby for children 4 – 12 years old 
New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? 30+ 

# Participants 1000+ 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Not an intensive use area.  

BPMMP Fishing is considered a non-intensive use, however, the large number of participants is 
considered an intensive use and require BPPC approval. 

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Motorized vehicles, except for the fish delivery vehicle, are restricted to designated roadways and parking areas.  
 Applicant to consider stocking Horseshoe Lake with less fish so the issue of dead fish post event does not 

become problematic for the maintenance department. 
 Applicant will review the event with rangers (including the route for the fish delivery vehicle (approved by 

Director). 
 The permittee should continue to promote and use a shuttle system to bring people in from satellite parking areas 

to minimize impacts to roads and parking lots near Horseshoe Lake.  Monitors shall organize parking and 
maximize available parking spaces. 

 Install “No Parking” signs along Upper Park Road to prevent hazards associated with illegal parking. 
 Applicant shall rope off areas not used during the event. 
 Applicant shall provide a minimum of five (5) portable toilets with a minimum of two (2) ADA toilets. 
 Signs shall not be affixed to trees in any fashion. 
 Styrofoam bait containers and lead sinkers are prohibited. 
 Sponsor signs and advertisements must comply with all park rules. 
 Applicant shall clean shoreline and accessible vegetation of Horseshoe Lake four times (4) during the two weeks 

following the event, including the fishing line waste containers.  
 Recommend, at applicant’s expense, presence of EMS on site. 
 The applicant submit the application for next year 6 months in advance (end of the year), so that staff may 

adequately process the request.  

Attachments: Application and Permit for Park Use  

Distribution: Pete Giampaoli  
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 3/27/16 

 
DATE: 3/10/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit a wedding at Picnic Site #37, (10/7/17) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Emily Damm and Seth Jones (Applicants) are requesting to reserve Picnic Site #37 (Redwood Grove) for a wedding. 
 
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 
Date of Application 2/7/2017 
Date of Event 10/7/2017 
Time of Reservation/Event 8:00 – 6:00 pm / 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM 
Event Name Wedding Ceremony 
Applicant Name Emily Damm and Seth Jones 
Location Picnic Site #37 
Description Wedding 
New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  Years? Click here to enter text. 

# Participants 70 - 95 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Uncommon or unusual for reserved area.  

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 Park in designated parking areas only, no roadside or shoulder parking 
 Follow one-way traffic designations.  
 All signs must be free standing and not affixed to park property. 

Attachments: Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution: Emily Damm and Seth Jones 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 3/27/17 

 
DATE: 3/10/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit Earthbound Skills to Reserve Campfire Ring for Multiple Days (4/8/17 – 10/7/17) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Deva Daniel (Applicant) would like to host a campfire storytelling event on 4/8/17, 6/3/17, 7/8/17, 8/5/17, 9/9/17, and 10/7/17 
for approximately 100 people.  Applicant would like to secure a fire permit for all dates. 
 
Recommendation: Staff recommends the request be denied during the hot summer months between July – September. 

Event Details  

 
Date of Application 3/3/2017 
Date of Event 4/8/17, 6/3/17, 7/8/17, 8/5/17, 9/9/17, 10/7/17 
Time of Event 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
Event Name Campfire Storytelling 
Applicant Name Deva Daniel 
Location Council Ring 
Description Storytelling around a campfire 
New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? Not provided 

# Participants 100 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

 Applicant is requesting reserving the Council Ring and obtaining a fire permit during the 
months of April  - October, 2017 

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 Fires permit be issued for only the April, June and October events, and not during the high fire danger season of 

July – September. (i.e. no fires allowed for the 7/8/17, 8/5/17, and 9/3/17 events) 
 When allowed to burn, applicant must follow all the rules required by the fire permit. 

Attachments:  Application and Permit for Park Use, Campfire Ring Permit 

Distribution: Deva Daniel 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 3/27/17 

 
DATE: 3/10/17 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Happy Acres Forest School, LLC Research Project (9/2017 – 6/2018) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Brian Kehoe (Applicant) would like to bring children 3 - 5 years old, on a daily basis, into various locations in Bidwell Park, 
from 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM, Monday through Friday, beginning September 2017 thru June, 2018 for an environmental 
education program.  
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 
Date of Application 1/23/2017 
Date of Event Various – September 2017 – June 2018 
Time of Event 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM 
Event Name Happy Acres Forest School Research Project 
Applicant Name Brian Kehoe 
Location Various locations in Bidwell Park 
Description Research project focusing on child development centered on nature immersion. 
New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.  Years? Click here to enter text. 

# Participants  
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
 No removing of any natural resource or vegetation. 
 The applicant will need to do a final inspection at the end of the event and pick up any associated trash. 

Attachments:   Special Use Application & Permit 

Distribution: Brian Kehoe 
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