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General Services Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared:  3/13/12 
965 Fir Street Agenda Posted:  3/16/12 
(530) 896-7800 Prior to:   5:00 p.m. 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
March 26, 2012, 6:30 pm  

Municipal Center - 421 Main Street, Council Chamber 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street 
during normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/. 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

1.1. Call to Order 

1.2. Roll Call 

1.3. Special Presentation: Bidwell Park Rephotography - Byron Wolfe, CSU Chico.  

1.4. Special Recognition – North Valley Tree Service 

2. CONSENT AGENDA  

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 

2.1. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Action:  Approve minutes of 02/27/12 BPPC meeting.  

 

2.2. Consideration of a Permit for the 20
th
 Annual Hooked on Fishing Derby, May 19, 2012. 

Applicant requests a permit to host a fishing derby in Upper Park at Horseshoe Lake on 5/19/12.  This 
application requires BPPC consideration as the applicant is requesting to host a public event at 
Horseshoe Lake which is not considered an intensive use area.  Additionally, they plan to stock the lake 
with approximately 10,000 lbs of catfish prior to the event.  Recommendation:  Approval of the permit 
use application with conditions. 
 

2.3. Consideration of a Permit to Host a Sunrise Service at the Cross in Middle Park on April 8, 2012. 

Applicant requests a permit to hold a sunrise service at the cross near Parking Area B in Middle Park on 
Sunday, 4/08/12.  The applicant expects approximately 50 attendees and the service will run from 6:00 
a.m. - 7:30 a.m. This sunrise service has been held at this location for the past 14 years.  This application 
is being considered by the Commission because the group is requesting to host a pubic event in an area 
that is not designated as an intensive use area.  Recommendation:  Approval of the permit use 
application with conditions. 

 

2.4. Consideration of a Permit for a Wedding at Picnic Site No. 37 in Lower Park on October 6, 2012. 

Applicant requests a permit to host a wedding ceremony at Picnic Site No. 37 on 10/06/12.  This 
application requires BPPC consideration as the applicant is requesting the exclusive use of a non-
exclusive use area.   Recommendation:  Approval of the permit use application with conditions. 
 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – if any 

3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS  -  None 

4. REGULAR AGENDA 
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4.1. Acceptance of Chico Community Organization Funding Requests for FY 2012-13 
The City’s Community Organization Funding Program (COFP) provides applications that involve City  
parks or facilities to the BPPC for acceptance. Applications have been received from 1) the Chico Creek 
Nature Center, and 2) the CA Urban Streams Alliance (Stream Team).  The BPPC's 
recommendations are then provided to the Finance Committee as it considers budget recommendations 

for the COFP. Recommendation: Community Development Manager recommends acceptance of the 
applications. 

 

4.2. Consideration and Approval of a Heritage Tree Application 

In February 2010, the Chico Municipal Code (CMC) was amended to establish a Voluntary Heritage Tree 
Program (CMC Section 16.68.010).  A 46" DBH Valley Oak (quercus lobata) located at 2135 E 8

th
 St. has 

been recommended for Heritage Tree status.  Recommendation:  The Urban Forest Manager 
recommends the BPPC approve the application for Heritage Tree status of the Valley Oak located at 
2135 E. 8

th
 Street and forward it to City Council for final approval.  

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda; 
comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this meeting on requests 
made under this section of the agenda. 

6. REPORTS  

Items provided for the Commission’s information and discussion.  No action can be taken on any of the items 
unless the Commission agrees to include them to a subsequent posted agenda. 

 

6.1. Tree Committee Verbal Report – Jim Mikles, Chair 

6.2. Natural Resources Committee – Mary Brentwood, Chair 

6.3. Urban Forest Manager’s Report  -  Denice Britton, Urban Forest Manager 

6.4. Park and Natural Resources Manager’s Report - Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource 
Manager. 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

Adjourn to the next regular meeting on April 30, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Chico Municipal 
Center building (421 Main Street, Chico, California). 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to 
request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least three working days 

prior to the meeting. 
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CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Minutes of  
February 27, 2012 Regular Meeting  

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

1.1. Call to Order 

Chair Ober called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.    

1.2. Roll Call 

Commissioners present:    
Mary Brentwood 
Clay Craig 
Lisa Emmerich 
Mark Herrera 
Jim Mikles 
Jim Moravec 
Richard Ober 
 

Commissioners absent:   none 
 
Staff present: Ruben Martinez (General Services Director), Denice Britton (Urban Forest 
Manager), Lise Smith-Peters (Management Analyst), Jessica Erdahl, Sr. Ranger, and Jimi 
Logsden, Park Field Supervisor     

 

1.3. Special Recognition of Janice Heckerson, Administrative Assistant, to the BPPC 

Special recognition was given to Janice Heckerson’s service to the City of Chico, 
beginning in 1985.  She joined the General Services Department in 1998 and took 
minutes for the Park Commission meetings from June 1998 until January 2012. 

1.4. Special Presentation: Bidwell Park Rephotography - Byron Wolfe, CSU Chico.  – 
Postponed. 
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA  

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 

2.3 Consideration of a Permit Application for the Chico Artisans Faire, May 5-6, 2012. 

Applicant requests a permit to host art, craft and entertainment faire in City Plaza May 5-6, 2012.  
This application is being considered by the Commission because the group is requesting the use 
of a park area for multiple days and for more than 10-hours.  Recommendation:  Approval of the 
permit use application with conditions. 
 

2.5 Consideration of Chico Area Recreation District’s (CARD) request to waive 
reservation and vendor fees for 2012 permits. 

CARD requests to waive reservation and vendor fees for the Spring Jamboree; 4th of July 
Community Celebration; and Pastels on the Plaza.  Recommendation:  Staff recommends 
approval of the CARD’s request to waive the reservation and vendor fees. The applicant will pay 
the other required fees.  
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MOTION:  Approve consent agenda as submitted. MADE BY: Emmerich. SECOND: Mikles YES: 7 
(Brentwood, Craig, Emmerich, Herrera, Mikles, Moravec and Ober).  NOES: 0.  ABSENT:  0 

 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – 

2.1 Approval of Meeting Minutes 

This item was removed from the Consent Agenda by Commissioner Moravec.  Under section 1.2, 
Commissioner Moravec corrected the Minutes to state that he had made the motion for the 
nomination of the Chair. 

 
MOTION:  Approve minutes of BPPC meeting held on 1/30/12. MADE BY: Moravec. SECOND: 
Emmerich YES: 7 (Brentwood, Craig, Emmerich, Herrera, Mikles, Moravec and Ober).  NOES: 0.  
ABSENT:  0 

2.2 Consideration of a Permit for Northern California Regional Trust Hike and Run on 
June 9, 2012. 

Commissioner Emmerich removed this item from the consent agenda.  The applicant requests a 
permit to host a hike and run in Upper Park on established trails on June 9, 2012.  Routes would 
be on the north side of the park.  This application is being considered by the Commission 
because the group is requesting the use of trails in Bidwell Park that are not considered intensive 
use areas.  
 
Commissioner Emmerich inquired as to whether there would parking issues and if carpooling has 
been encouraged for participants.  Sr. Ranger Erdahl stated that she is in contact with the event 
organizer who said there would be a shuttle for participants from Five Mile to Horseshoe Lake 
area.  Kristina Shierenbeck, Vice President of the NCRT, reaffirmed the use of a shuttle and that 
they welcome suggestions.  Commissioner Ober asked whether they will know when they’ve 
reached the cap of 500 registrants and Ms. Shierenbeck said that they have pre-registration 
online for the event. It is their first time to hold the event and and they will be pleased to get 500 
participants. 

 
MOTION:  Approve Permit for Northern California Regional Trust Hike and Run on June 9, 2012. MADE 
BY: Emmerich. SECOND: Brentwood YES: 7 (Brentwood, Craig, Emmerich, Herrera, Mikles, Moravec 
and Ober).  NOES: 0.  ABSENT:  0 
 

2.4 Consideration of a Permit Application for the 17th Annual Alzheimer’s Association 
Walk on October 13, 2012. 

Commissioner Mikles removed this item from the consent agenda. The applicant requests a 
permit to host the Chico Walk to End Alzheimer’s at One Mile on October 13, 2012. Set-up for the 
event will occur on October 12, 2012.  This application is being considered by the Commission 
because the group is requesting the use of a park area for multiple days and for more than 10-
hours.  Commissioner Mikles stated that there was a change with this year’s event in the group’s  
request  to set up the day prior to the event and then hire overnight security.  He inquired whether 
there would be any expense to the Park Division.  Sr. Ranger Erdahl stated that there are at least 
4 annual events in which over night security are hired at no expense to the Park Division and 
there will be no expense to the Park Division.  
 

MOTION:  Approve Permit for 17th Annual Alzheimer’s Association Walk on October 13, 2012.  MADE 
BY: Mikles. SECOND: Craig YES: 7 (Brentwood, Craig, Emmerich, Herrera, Mikles, Moravec and Ober).  
NOES: 0.  ABSENT:  0 
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3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS  -  NONE 
 

4. REGULAR AGENDA 

4.1. Finalization of 2012 Committee Assignments and Chairs. 

BPPC members serve on the Policy Advisory, Natural Resources, Street Trees Committees and 
the City’s ad hoc Bicycle Advisory Committee.  The Committees allow more detailed 
consideration of issues.  Commissioners were asked to email their preferences for the Chair and 
staff to review. There were no changes noted via Commissioners’ emails and Chair Ober asked if 
at this time there were any changes to the current committee membership. 
 
Chair Ober read out the committee makeup: 
1. Natural Resource Committee - Commissioners: Brentwood (Chair), Emmerich, and Moravec.  
2. Policy Advisory Committee - Commissioners: Emmerich (Chair), Herrera, and Ober. 
3. Tree Committee - Commissioners: Mikles (Chair), Herrera, and Craig.  
4. City Bike Advisory Committee - Commissioner Mikles, and Moravec as alternate.       

 
MOTION:  Approve the 2012 Committee Assignments and Chairs MADE BY: Mikles. SECOND: Craig 
YES: 7 (Brentwood, Craig, Emmerich, Herrera, Mikles, Moravec and Ober).  NOES: 0.  ABSENT:  0 

   

4.2. Review and Adoption of Park Memorials and Donations Policy  

At its 1/30/12 meeting, the BPPC considered a revised City of Chico Policy for Park Memorials 
and Donations. The BPPC delayed action until a revised version that had been reviewed by the 
City Attorney could be completed.  The Policy outlines the process for a variety of donation 
opportunities. Donation levels will be set to cover the true costs of a Park amenity and included 
on a fee schedule that can be updated regularly to account for costs changes. 

Staff provided an overview of the donation policy revision, which included the review of other 
cities’ park donation programs and extending the policy to cover other City parks and greenways 
once they are further developed. The policy includes language for a memorial tree program to 
support the urban forest and street tree program and that staff will bring back a list of locations 
where benches are needed in the Park.  Donations will be kept in a separate account from the 
general fund. 

 
Commissioners then asked clarifying questions and revised some of the Policy language.  Staff 
explained that up to 3 plaques may be placed at any bench location, thus, providing more 
donation opportunities.  At the end of a 10 year term (the lifespan of a bench),  original donors will 
be given the first option to renew their term for benches in need of replacement,  The provision of 
additional donations accompanying up to 3 plaques, will ensure that benches are kept in good 
condition. Staff plans to use a letter explaining the term agreement for the donation toward a 
bench location. If staff encounter questionable wording proposed for a plaque then staff can bring 
it back to the Commission for review. 
 
Donation policy wording was revised as follows: 
 
The wording about the formulation of donations amounts will be repeated at the top of the fee 
schedule. 
 
3)    Plaques – Park staff will install an engraved plaque at pre-approved site locations in Bidwell 
Park and other City owned parks. Plaque wording is subject to approval by the Park Division and 
shall not promote an entity or event other than wording used for the identification of the donor. 
Local non-profit service organization’s logos are permissible.  Anonymous donations are 
welcome. 
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6).     Memorial Tree Program – All donors will receive a card reflecting their gift to share with the 
person being honored. Donations made to support the planting and care of the City’s trees may 
be made in several ways: 

a)  To provide a memorial or commemoration in someone’s honor, a donation is 
requested and will be used for the planting and/or care of trees within the City’s Urban 
Forest.  

b)  To support the adoption of a street tree (specific tree or one in general), a donor may 
provide a minimum donation, which supports the basic resources needed for caring for a 
new tree for its first 3 years of establishment. 
 

 Fee Schedule top paragraph is revised to read: 
 

Donation gifts to the City of Chico Park Division maybe tax deductible, donors should check with 
their financial advisor.  Requested donation amounts toward various Park amenities are figured 
based on material/equipment costs; staff or contractor labor costs; administrative costs; and a 
certain % or flat donation dedicated to park maintenance, new facilities, and to support other Park 
programs. 

 

MOTION:  Adopt the revised City of Chico Policy for Park Memorial and Donations.  MADE BY: 
Emmerich.  SECOND: Brentwood.  YES: 7 (Brentwood, Craig, Emmerich, Herrera, Mikles, Moravec and 
Ober).  NOES: 0.  ABSENT:  0 

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the 
agenda; comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this meeting 
on requests made under this section of the agenda. 
 

Linda Cooper recounted her experience in late February of trying to save her dog, Red Dog, from 
drowning at Horseshoe Lake.  The dog had become entangled in fishing line while in the lake.  Linda 
and her dog were rescued by Ranger Shane Romain.  Ms. Cooper presented the Park Division with a 
donation to help cover the costs of remedying the fishing line cleanup at the lake. 
 
Courtney Ferrell – the new Executive Director of the Chico Creek Nature Center introduced herself 
and expressed her interest in working more closely with the Park staff and BPPC. 

6. REPORTS  

Items provided for the Commission’s information and discussion.  No action can be taken on any of the 
items unless the Commission agrees to include them to a subsequent posted agenda. 

 

6.1. Tree Committee Report – Jim Mikles, Chair 

Chair Mikles described the continuation of the initial steps in developing an Urban Forest Plan, 
including an online urban forest management toolkit, which the public will be able to add their 
input on. 

6.2. Special Report:  2011 Park Division Annual Report – Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural 
Resource Manager 

Senior Ranger Jessica Erdahl, Field Supervisor Jimi Logsden, Volunteer Coordinator Lise Smith-
Peters and General Services Director Ruben Martinez presented various highlights from the 2011 
Annual Report.  The Rangers have increased their education, outreach and public campaigns, 
including radio’s Park Minute, to address needs of the community and Bidwell Park and they are 
more active in visitation monitoring in the Park. The Park Maintenance Crew has enjoyed being 
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more involved in the Park’s habitat restoration efforts, and trail repairs. The Crew faces many 
challenges such as the constant repair of Caper Acres, which has structures that need to be 
completely renovated and or removed.  The Volunteer Program continues to build with groups, 
organizations, schools and individuals returning to work in the park over several years.  Several 
on-going partnerships with community groups have been strengthened and sustained over 
several years:  Community Action Volunteers in Education (Associated Students); Chico High 
School Native Plant Project, CSUC’s Upward Bound High School Summer Park program, and the 
Adopt-A-Park picnic site program. There were over 17,500 hours of volunteer time donated to 
Bidwell Park by the Chico community in 2011. 
 
From the Public: Woody Elliott, CA Native Plant Society and Friends of Bidwell Park – stated 
that Caper Acres should be adopted and renovated by local service clubs.  Peregrine falcons are 
in Upper Bidwell Park and he determined that they did not nest. He is interested in figuring out 
why they have not nested. He hopes to find out if they successfully nest this year and fledge most 
importantly.  We should not be allowing people in a nesting area and should be part of the natural 
resource management.  He recently discussed with Susan Mason the need to follow-up on 
Arundo donax.  He plans to GPS arundo spots that may need to be retreated.  He expressed 
thanks for keeping up with all the park work. 
 
Rafael Evans who lives near Chico Nut stated that he had started pruning a large oak tree behind 
the company and had sought to remove it because it was shading other younger oaks.  A City 
official told him to stop because it needed to be taken care of by park staff.  
 

Break from 9:00 pm and resumed at 9:10 pm. 

6.3. Park and Natural Resources Manager’s Report - Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural 
Resource Manager. 

 
The General Services Director presented information and stated that signs again will be posted 
during the Peregrine falcon nesting season to warn the public to refrain from interfering with the 
birds.  The smoking ban request from the Internal Affairs Committee will be taken back to the City 
Council for further discussion before the Commission works on it further. 

6.4. Urban Forest Manager’s Report - Denice Britton, Urban Forest Manager 

The Urban Forest Manager stated that a heritage tree application will be brought to the 
Commission at the next meeting.  The tree crew continues to do formative pruning and answering 
service requests. 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

Adjourned at 9:15 pm to the next regular meeting on March 26, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber 
of the Chico Municipal Center building (421 Main Street, Chico, California). 
 

  
Date Approved:   /    /  . 
Prepared By:  
 

 
______  ______________________       
Lise Smith-Peters, Management Analyst   Date 
 
 
Distribution: BPPC 
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DATE: February 19, 2012 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Jessica Erdahl, Senior Park Ranger 

SUBJECT: Consideration of a Permit Application for the 20
th
 Annual Hooked on Fishing Derby, May 19, 2012. 

Recommendation  

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the permit use application on the condition that applicant adheres to 
conditions of the permit and the following provisions: 
 

1. Applicant shall provide a minimum of five (5) portable toilets, of which a minimum of two (2) must be accessible 
to persons with disabilities. 

2. Motorized vehicles, exclusive of the fish delivery vehicle, are restricted to designated roadways and parking 
areas. The fish delivery vehicle will only drive on a route approved by the General Services Director. 

3. Signs shall not be affixed to trees in any fashion. 
4. Styrofoam bait containers and lead sinkers are prohibited. 
5. Sponsor signs and advertisements must comply with all park rules. 
6. Areas not to be used during the event shall be roped off. 
7. Applicant shall aggressively promote the use of satellite parking facilities to minimize impacts to roads and 

parking lots near Horseshoe Lake. 
8. Alternative transportation shall be encouraged and a shuttle will be provided. 
9. “No Parking” signs shall be installed along Upper Park Rd as to prevent hazards associated with illegal parking. 
10. Monitors shall be in place to organize parking and maximize available parking spaces. 
11. Applicant shall clean shoreline and accessible vegetation of Horseshoe Lake four times (4) during the two 

weeks following the event, including the fishing line waste containers. 

Background 

Applicant requests a permit to host a free fishing derby, “Hooked on fishing, Not on Drugs,” May 19, 2012.  This will be the 
20

th
 year this event has taken place at Horseshoe Lake and they anticipate approximately 2,000 participants.  This 

application requires BPPC consideration as the applicant is requesting to host a public event at Horseshoe Lake which is 
not considered an intensive use area.  Additionally, they plan to stock the lake with approximately 10,000 lbs of catfish 
prior to the event. 

Discussion 

Staff has received a permit application from Pete Giampaoli to hold the “Hooked on Fishing, Not on Drugs” fishing derby 
at Horseshoe Lake from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm on May 19, 2012. Each year, volunteers organize a fishing derby for young 
children ages 4 to 12 held at Horseshoe Lake.  The program provides a free and safe recreational alternative for young 
children and a chance for parents to interact with their children.  The event, held in late May or early June each year, is 
very successful. Attendance at the event ranges from 2,000 to 3,000 people. 
 
Set-up for the event will occur on Friday, May 18

th
 and includes stocking Horseshoe Lake with approximately 10,000 lbs of 

catfish, ranging from 1-1.5 lbs each. Two event organizers will be staged at the location on Friday night as security and 
will have an associated trailer parked in the Rod and Gun Club parking lot. 
 
As in the past, staff is recommending the permit restrict the use of vehicles off-road, with the exception of set-up vehicles.  
To reduce the impact from participant vehicles, the permittee should continue to use a shuttle system to bring people in 
from satellite parking areas. Additionally, the five additional portable toilets required, plus the six units inside the Rod and 
Gun Club building will maintain a ratio of one toilet per 200 participants which is the recommended for all public events. 
 
Fishing is a permissible use under the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan (BPMMP).  The plan also notes that Upper 
Park is a protected area for non-intensive recreational uses and non-intensive wilderness compatible recreation shall be 
provided in Upper Park (O.Upper-2; I. Upper-1). Although the act of fishing is considered a non-intensive use, the Fishing 
Derby and number of participants is considered an intensive use and requires BPPC approval.   
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Attachments:  

Application and permit for park use for the 20
th
 Hooked on Fishing Derby  

Park use evaluation for event May 19, 2012 
 

Menorah 













cc: Permit File Senior Ranger General Services Director Applicant  

 

S:\Admin\General\PERMITS\R.M. Insurance required applications and evaluations-end of event\2011\5-21-11 Hooked on 

Fishing\Eval_05212011_HookedOnFishing.doc 

City of Chico 

Park Permit and Park Use Evaluation 
General Services Department-Park Division 

965 Fir Street 

P.O. Box 3420 

Chico, CA 95927 

(530) 896-7800 Fax: (530) 895-4731 

 

Applicant Information 
Name of Applicant/Contact Person: Pete Giampoli                                    

Organization: Hooked on Fishing 

Mailing Address: 901 Bruce Road #180 

City, State, Zip: Chico CA 95926 Phone #: 530-891-4757 

 

Event Information 
Name of Event: Hooked on Fishing Public  Private  

Date of Event: 5-21-2011 Time of Event: 7:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Event Location: Horseshoe Lake Type of Event: Fishing 

  

 

Evaluator’s Observations 
Anticipated # of Participants: 2000+ Estimated # of Participants:1,500 + 

Anticipated # of Vendors: 1 Total Vendors Present: 1 

Event Restrooms Reserved: Yes  No  Event Restrooms Used: Yes  No  

100 amp Electric Reserved: Yes  No  100 amp Electric Used: Yes  No  

 

Comments:  Group runs the event with little help from rangers.  Rangers opened a gate for access to 

the lake and access to the water pump.  Group did set up on Friday from 11:00am till the evening.  

They had a trailer with a couple people that stayed overnight to prevent people from fishing early.  On 

Saturday they had people out on the road helping to coordinate parking.  No parking barricades were 

placed in certain areas to prevent people from parking in a hazardous way.  Shuttles and a tractor with 

hay bales were used to transport people from their cars.  Group was scene picking up garbage left from 

the event on Sunday.  Water pump was left on.  No major issues with group. 

Recommendations: An additional parking attendant should be placed in the observatory parking lot to 

help park people efficiently.  For the first two or three weeks after the lake is stoked with fish 

temporary signs should be placed around the lake advising visitors of the fishing rules.  Ensure that 

pump is turned off when group no longer needs it. 

 

 

Refund Full Deposit: Yes  No  

 

 

Evaluator: Andrew Verbrugge  804/3910                                              Date: 05/28/2011 
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DATE: 03/13/12 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Jessica Erdahl, Senior Park Ranger 

SUBJECT: Consideration of a Permit for the Sunrise Service on Sunday April 8, 2012 

Recommendation  

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the application for park use.  

Background 

Applicant requests a permit to hold a sunrise service at the cross near Parking Area B in Middle Park on Sunday April 8, 
2012.  The applicant expects approximately 50 attendees and the service will run from 6:00-7:30 a.m. This sunrise service 
has been held at this location for the past 14 years.  This application is being considered by the Commission because the 
group is requesting to host a pubic event in an area that is not designated as an intensive use area.   

Discussion  

Staff has received a permit application from Claire Stephens with the Vineyard Christian Fellowship to hold a sunrise 
service on Sunday April 8, 2012. This service has occurred at the cross in Middle Park for the past 14 years, and other 
similar services have been occurring for a number of years since the erection of the cross in the 1950’s.   
 
The cross is located just north of Parking Area B on the North Rim Trail. The area near the cross has experienced severe 
erosion over the years and has exposed hardpan. In order to ensure that additional erosion and vegetation damage does 
not occur the applicant should keep attendees on areas capable of sustaining high foot traffic (rocky areas) and maintain 
conveyance for park users on the designated trails. The applicant should avoid areas that would damage vegetation 
(especially when wet).  
 
The hosting of a public event in Middle Park areas not designated for intensive uses requires BPPC approval. Permissible 
uses in Middle Park include non-intensive recreational activities, as well as some intensive uses at developed facilities 
(3.6.2.1). While the proposed activity is considered a non-intensive activity and is permissible under the BPMMP, there is 
the potential that a large event could cause damage and additional erosion at the event location. The BPMMP notes that 
high priority should be given to reducing and repairing erosion on the North Rim Trail (I-Middle-4). Staff recommends that 
the applicant cap the number of attendees to that listed on the permit (50).  

Distribution: 

Claire Stephens 

Attachments: 

Application and permit for park use for the Sunrise Service 
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DATE: March 11, 2012 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Jessica Erdahl, Senior Park Ranger 

SUBJECT: Consideration of a Permit for a wedding ceremony at picnic site 37 

Recommendation  

Staff recommends that the Commission approve the permit use application on the condition that applicant adheres to 
conditions of the permit, including: 
 

1. No signs or decorations to be attached or hung from City structures, trees, tree barriers, or vegetation. 
2. Vehicles to be parked in designated parking areas only. 

Background 

Applicant requests a permit to host a wedding ceremony at picnic site 37 on October 6, 2012.  This application requires 
BPPC consideration as the applicant is requesting the exclusive use of a non-exclusive use area.    

Discussion 

Staff has received a permit application from Dan Irving to hold a wedding ceremony at picnic site 37 from 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. (includes set-up and take down), on Saturday October 6, 2012. The reception will be held at an alternate 
location. Irving has requested to use the entire picnic site including the open area for the ceremony and anticipates 120 
attendees. 100 barred chairs as well as a canopy will be placed onsite. He intends on using a microphone and small amp 
for his audio needs, as well as a keyboard and guitar.  
 
Concerns regarding parking as well as site capacity were addressed with the applicant, who noted that guests will either 
park on the shoulder of Vallombrosa or be shuttled to the site and staff was assured that vehicles will not park in 
undesignated locations. Additionally, staff estimated the open area of picnic site 37 to be about 40’x 60’, 2400 square feet, 
which will be sufficient to seat 100 people. Staff recommends that the applicant cap the number of attendees to that listed 
on the permit (120).   
 
The Bidwell Park Master Management Plan (BPMMP) notes that non-intensive and intensive uses are permissible in 
Lower Park, specifically noting picnic sites as developed facilities for intensive use (3.6.1.1 PERMISSIBLE USES IN 
LOWER PARK).  The plan also notes that the preservation of oak woodland and riparian zones should be made a high 
priority (O. Lower-3). Picnic site 37 is located several hundred feet from the creek and is vegetated primarily be redwood 
trees. 
 
Picnic site 37 is not designated as an exclusive use reservation area per 12R.10 of the Chico Municipal Code and 
Commission approval is therefore required for a private reservation permit request. Staff does not anticipate any major 
conflicts, issues, or damage associated with the applicant’s requests. Other than the conditions mentioned above, no 
other requirements are recommended. 
 
Distribution: 
Dan Irving 

Attachments:  

Application and permit for park use for a wedding 
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BPPC Agenda Staff Report Meeting Date: March 26, 2012   

 
 

DATE: 3/12/12 

TO: BPPC  

FROM:  Denice Britton, Urban Forest  Manager 

SUBJECT: Heritage Tree Applications – Item 4.3 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  

The Urban Forest Manager recommends the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission approve an application for 
Heritage Tree status of a private 46” diameter valley oak and forward it to City Council for final approval.   
 

BACKGROUND 

In March 2010 the Chico Municipal Code was amended to establish a Voluntary Heritage Tree Program (CMC Section 
16.68.010).   As of this date 8 heritage trees have been approved, only 1 of which is located on private property.   
 
Staff has received an application from Mr. and Mrs. Don Lieberman of 2135 East 8

th
 Street to designate a tree on their 

property as a Heritage tree.  The Tree is visible from East 8
th
 Street.  It has received regular care and is in good condition 

at this time.   
 
CMC 16.68 requires the Property Owner’s consent to the Tree’s being declared a Heritage Tree, and that they be involved 
in the process.  The application form is complete and the application fee has been received.   
 
The Heritage Tree designation will need to be reviewed and approved by the City Council to complete the approval 
process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  Heritage Tree Applications 
 
Distribution:   BPPC, GSD Director, D Efseaff 
 
 
S:\BPPC\AGENDA\MONTHLY\2010 mtgs\10_0726\Urban Forester Report\Heritage Trees\StaffReportItem4.3.doc 
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46” VALLEY OAK – LOCATED AT 2135 EAST 8
TH

 ST 
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Natural Resources Committee Report Meeting Date 3-26-12 
 

DATE: 3/13/2012 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Natural Resources Committee/Park Division Staff 

SUBJECT: Staff Report from NRC  3-8-12 Meeting 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Mary Brentwood called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.    
 
Attendees: Commissioners present:   Mary Brentwood, Lisa Emmerich, and Jim Moravec.  Staff present: Dan Efseaff, 
and Lise Smith-Peters.  Public: Neil Cronin, Janine Rood, and Woody Elliot. 

2. REGULAR  AGENDA  

2.1. Continues Discussion On Natural Resources Management Plan – Draft Management Units, Middle Bidwell 
Park. 

The NRC has met twice (1/12/12 and 3/8/12) to receive public input on proposed draft management units for 
Lower and Middle Park as the start of updating of the Bidwell Park Natural Resources Management Plan. It was 
recommended that parking lot letter designations be added to the map and a change in the coloring of the zones 
will make more of a distinction between the areas. The Committee will continue to seek public input to identify 
Upper Park landmarks and names. At future meetings, the NRC will consider the priorities of work needed in the 
various management units in Lower, Middle and Upper Park.    
 
2.2. Continues Discussion on Trails Plan - Public Input on Middle Bidwell Park Trails.  
The NRC discussed problems, needs, and attributes of trails in Middle Park.  Staff provided a brief overview and 
staff has used 2009 aerials for creating a good inventory of trails in Lower and Middle to start the process. This is 
an early step in the development of information for a finalized Trails Plan for the Park. The Park and Natural 
Resource Manager stated that that once the conditions of both official and unofficial trails is determined, that there 
will be probably an overall net reduction in the amount of trails but an increase in the number of designated trails. 
There may be seasonal trails that are closed during the wet season, such as in the instance of trails located in 
vernal pool areas. The objective is to have a trail system that is sustainable and of interest to mult-user groups, 
who posses varying skill levels. The trails will naturally become more challenging the farther out you go and there 
will be the addition of more informative kiosks to help people plan their trail trips for duration and intensity, etc. 
 
Once a trail inventory and assessment of the trails is completed, the Committee will prioritize the tasks and create 
project timelines so that work can take place as grants and Park Division funding becomes available. Future 
meetings will follow a similar information gathering process for Upper Park.  Public input will be utilized for 
creating a draft trail plan for the NRC to review and consider. 
 
Janine Rood, Executive Director from Chico Velo, inquired as to whether staff has met with bicycle enthusiasts.  
Staff reported that mountain bikers and equestrians have attended NRC meetings as well as the field hikes along 
the Middle Trail prior to work being done and the trail hike to review work after completion. Last fall, NRC 
meetings focused on input on the Middle Trail and more recently, input on the Monkey Face Trail re-route. 

 

3. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

Woody Elliot inquired about Bidwell Ranch.  Staff reported that he had given City Council a report last Fall on the 
progress on Bidwell Ranch.  Staff is still in the process of collecting information on the cost of restoring land 
containing vernal pools. 
 

4. ADJOURNMENT  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.  
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 3/26/12 

 
 

DATE: 3/12/12 

TO: BPPC 

FROM:  Denice Britton, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: Urban Forest Manager’s Report 

 
Prepared for verbal presentation at the BPPC meeting.  

1. Updates  

a. Field Supervisors Report – The field supervisor’s report is attached.  Tree crew has focused on formative pruning 
and routine elevating of trees, plus service request and downed limbs. They also worked on a project with the 
Park crew in Lost Park to remove additional invasive trees and debris.  

 
b. Arbor Day –The Chico High School Horticulture class planted native trees in the newly cleared area of Lost Park.  

Staff worked with Lise Smith-Peters and the tree crew on this event. 
 

c. Urban Forest Mgt Plan – Staff continues to meet with the Tree Committee on the Urban Forest Management 
Plan.  The staff committee Report for the March 14 meeting will be given verbally by Chair Mikles and Urban 
Forest Manager Denice Britton.  Denice met with staff from the California Urban Forest’s Council (CaUFC) on 
March 8 to go over issues with the toolkit, and how best to work through the Management Plan Process. Staff will 
be focusing on this project throughout the next few months. 

 
d. Winco – Tree Removal took place on Monday, March 12 on the Winco project.  A Press Release was sent out 

prior to the work.  McMillan’s Tree Service has already removed the 4 sycamore trees on Winco property. On 
3/14/12 Emerald will remove the concrete walkway marked for removal and McMillan will grind the tree roots that 
same day. Forming and pouring of the replacement concrete will be complete by days end on 3/15/12. Trenching 
for irrigation along the edge of the newly poured concrete is tentatively scheduled for 3/23/12 and McMillan will 
plant the new trees shortly there after.  

 
e. Tree Planting Workshops – Staff is focusing on handing out flyers to homes without trees in an effort to get more 

involvement with this program. The door hangers are being distributed by staff and volunteers.   

2. Service Requests and Tree Permits  

 
a.  Attached is a list of completed and closed service requests for the month of February. 
 
b.  Permits received during the month of February: 
North Valley Tree Service – 2752 Keith Hopkins Place – Prune to clean 2 trees 
               – 2530 Zanella Way – Prune to clean 3 trees 
Glen Quail – 5 Arminta Ct. – Prune to improve structure, 2 young trees 
Dan Swofford – 728 Cherry St. – Remove and Replace 2 liquidambar trees 
 

  
3.  Upcoming Issues 
 
 a.  Staff will be meeting with DCBA members in March to discuss downtown tree concerns.   

 
 
 
Attachments:   Field Supervisor’s Report, Monthly Dailies, Search Results 
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  BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date:  March 2012 

 
 

DATE: March 2, 2012 

TO: URBAN FOREST MANAGER 

FROM:  DAVID BETTENCOURT, FIELD SUPERVISOR- STREET TREES 

SUBJECT: STREET TREE MAINTENANCE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY, 2012   

  

 

1. STREET TREE MAINTENANCE 

                   A.  PROJECTS COMPLETED: 
 

1. FORMATIVE PRUNING- 280.5 staff hours pruning 393 young trees. 

2. ROUTINE ELEVATING- 98 staff hours. 

3. 11-SERVICE REQUEST- 70 staff hours, a detailed list is attached.  
                             

4. PARK PRUNING & REMOVALS- 28 staff hours.   
 

5. PRIORITY REMOVALS- 36 staff hours. 
                          

6. DOWN LIMBS AND HANGERS- 18 staff hours at numerous locations. 

7. TRAINING- 31.5 staff hours. 

8. SAFETY MEETINGS- 17 staff hours. 

9. IRRIGATION- 15 staff hours spent spraying tree wells for weed control. 

10. PREP TIME AND DOT INSPECTIONS- 85 staff hours. 

11. EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE- 48 staff hours. 

12. UNATHORIZED CAMP CLEAN UP- 9 staff hours. 

13. PLANTING- 22 staff hours spent planting in the downtown area. 

14. TRAFFIC SAFETY PRUNING- 6 staff hours spent pruning to improve visibility and safety. 

    

                   B.  CALL OUTS: 
 
                           1. There was 1 call outs for the month of February that required follow up inspection.
 



 

date 1 2 3 6 7 8 9 10 13 14 15 16 17 21 22 23 24 27 28 29 TOTALS

assistance, DPW 0

assistance, Police & Fire 0

brush chipping & clean up 0

call out clean up 0

camp clean up 9 9

Christmas tree & menorah 0

clearing, street light 0

DCBA pruning 0

down limbs and hangers 8 3 3 4 18

Downtown Plaza 0

elevating, DPW sweeper 0

elevating, leaf pick up 0

elevating, routine 10 37 8 16 1 16 10 98

equipment maintenance 12 9 12 15 48

grates and cages 0

irrigation 8 7 15

leave, time off 9 9 9 9 9 8 53

planting 16 6 22

prep time & DOT inspection 4 6 3 5 5 4 3 3 4 5 5 4 1 5 5 5 3 5 5 5 85

pruning, ADA 0

pruning, formative 21 35 6 32 39 24 15 40 40 28.5 280.5

pruning, Park 7 21 28

pruning, Traffic Safety 6 6

removals, priority 24 12 36

safety meetings 2 5 2.5 7.5 17

school zones 0

service requests 26 15 21 8 70

storm damage clean up 0

training 31.5 31.5

trimming, priority 0

2012 FEB



Chico Service Request Search Results

Description: PRIVATE LEFT NOTICE   Tree between his house and the neighbors is hanging pretty low. Also almost hitting the streetlight pole

dbritton 02/06/2012 Denice Britton CD4E7A02EA 2318 Alamo tbeach Beach, Troy Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

trodrigu 02/13/2012 Kun Chok Dorjee 893-2146 49E3CB4D46 463 Brookside dbettenc Bettencourt, Dave Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

Description: PRUNED  HIGH PRIORITY:  Remove broken hanging limbs from sycamore.

Description: INSPECTED   Branch fell on veh shattering the window and frame around the window.  Occurred sometime last night, 2/12/12.  RP moved the branch to the street so she could drive 
veh.  R.M. has been notified.

Description: PRUNED  HIGH PRIORITY:  Hanger on tree across from above address.  6" plus limb hanging in ivy vines of the second large valley oak west of the corner of Cussick and Alamo.  
Remove limb, and vines, plus vines on limb behind the one in question.  Also remove fallen limbs on the ground.

Description: PRUNED  HIGH PRIORITY   Remove large dead branches in F:3 sycamore.

dbritton 02/01/2012 Denice Britton 896-7802 F71597DEC6 200 W 22 nd St tnebel Nebel, Tim Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

dbettenc 02/01/2012 DRB 0247A642E0 331 Wall St tbeach Beach, Troy Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

trodrigu 02/03/2012 Fred Weymore 343-0205 68B252B161 1492 East Ave lsheppar Sheppard, Linda Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

Description: ASSIGNED TO CONTRACTOR. Water leaking  on the west side of prop from one of our watering systems that was installed when East Ave was widened.  Linda S has been called.

dbettenc 02/23/2012 DFB 624-8403 2B523B76DE Caper Acers tbeach Beach, Troy Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

Description: COMPLETED   By the crooked house remove black walnut, remove female ginkgo along path, remove hangers in the 3 liquid ambars by bathroom, formative prune young tree where 
needed.

Description: Clean up down limb.

trodrigu 02/13/2012 Elizabeth Shepherd 894-6619 8360831D35 571 E 7th St dbettenc Bettencourt, Dave Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

dbettenc 02/29/2012 DFB 896-7802 E9E2D16C70 431 W 7th St tnebel Nebel, Tim Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

trodrigu 02/23/2012 Anthony  Anderson 228-3044 23E878AF52 837 W 2nd Ave dbettenc Bettencourt, Dave Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

trodrigu 02/13/2012 Susan Christensen 342-2204 85362EF6E7 East Ave / Cohasset Rd dbettenc Bettencourt, Dave Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

Description: DUPLICATE  Low hanging limb blocking the street sign on the East Ave side of the Walgreen parking lot just west of Cohasset.

Description: REMOVED   Remove arborvitae tree next to pole for access to get power to street light across the road.

Description: INSPECTED  Tree needs to be pruned, growning into the power lines, etc.

dbettenc 02/15/2012 Wyatt West 
(Engineering Dept)

624-3004   879-6941 011A06FC21 1055 Verde Ct tnebel Nebel, Tim Trees/Public 
Landscapes

Closed

Operator Date Entered Requestor Requestor Phone Tracking No Location Assigned 
To UID

Assigned To Name Division Status
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date: March 26, 2012 

 
 

DATE: 03/13/12 

TO: BPPC 

FROM:  Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Park and Natural Resource Manager’s Report 

 
Prepared for verbal presentation at the BPPC meeting.  

Updates  

a. Peregrine Point Monitoring Report – Staffing changes with the consultant performing the blue oak survey delayed 
the completion of the report.  We hope to have the report for the next meeting, and will keep the BPPC posted.   

Planning/Monitoring 

a. Trails Planning – Staff is beginning to do some preparation for planning on upcoming Middle Trail work that will 
start in April.   

b. Natural Resources Management and Trails Plans– The development of inventory information continues, with 
recent drafts on Middle Bidwell Park management units and trails inventory considered at the Natural Resources 
Committee.  

Outreach and Education 

a. KHSL TV’s Wake Up Show – On March 1st Ranger Shane Romain and Volunteer Coordinator Lise Smith-Peters 
appeared on the show to discuss the March 15

th
 Park Volunteer Training. 

b. Dr. Steve Dennis’ Parks and Recreation: Community Involvement Class - Volunteer Coordinator presented 
information on the volunteer program and current projects in Bidwell Park 

c. Press Releases – The following press releases were released in February: Caper Acres Closure for Maintenance;  
and Spring Tree Planting Workshops. 

Upcoming Issues/Miscellaneous 

a. Hmong Cultural Event – Staff has received a permit application for a Hmong Cultural Event in City Plaza.   
 
 

MAINTENANCE REPORT 

General Activities; In February Park staffs main focus was on Vegetation Maintenance in Lower Park including a training 
day with the Tree crew at Lost Park, along with this effort staff also spent one week in Caper Acres catching up on some 
much needed maintenance.  Staff continues the daily cleaning and safety inspections of all recreation areas including; 
grounds, playgrounds, picnic sites, roads and paths coupled with the daily cleaning and resupplying of all park restrooms. 
Maintenance and repair of park fixtures, daily opening of gates, posting reservations, unauthorized camp clean up and the 
constant removal of graffiti from all park infrastructure.  

  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 2 of 7 March 2012 
F:\dept\PARK\Admin\BPPC\BPPC_Meetings\2012\12_0326\BPPC_Manager_Report_12_0326.doc 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Table 1 . Summary of Monthly Maintenance Hours.       

: 

mon th # Category Staff Hours % of Total

% Change from 

Last Month 2012 Trend

2

1. Safety 270 31.6% 81.7%

2. Infrastructure Maintenance 206 24.1% 70.6%

3. Vegetation Maintenance 200 23.4% 486.6%

4. Admin Time/Other 180 21.0% 138.1%

Monthly Totals 854 100% 107.8%   

 
   

Project  

Notable issues for this month include:  

a. Lower and Middle Park; One mile has and is continuing to receive tree elevations around the parking areas to 
create better sight lines for safety. A concentrated effort has been made at Caper Acers to address some long 
standing issues; for drainage from rain and safety around play equipment, we also removed two trees, one a Black 
Walnut was storm damaged and unsafe the second was a female Ginkgo that was presenting a problem with fruit 
dropping into the entrance of Nico play area creating a slip hazard - Description  

        b. Upper Middle Park; Staff has prepared and planted the five golf course sites along with  the one at lot C leaving 

           only the one on the back side of Horseshoe Lake to complete this project.  The Five Mile septic leech lines have  
           failed, we are in the investigation part of the process to discover what work has been done in the past so we may 
           decide where to locate the new lines, we expect to complete this work and have Five Mile back up and  
           running by the first part of March. 
        c. Upcoming Projects; Staff will be starting on the turf program to bring all our lawns up for summer. We hope to  
            do a little catch up, and grade two more of our parking lots before the end of March.  Staff is working on getting the  
            last of the One Mile planting sites completed and touching up the previous ones as needed.  

 - Description [if necessary] 
 
 

 

 1. Cleaning up at Lost Park.
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RANGER REPORT  

A. Updates and Announcements 

a. Lifeguards – Recruitment for Lifeguards is underway. Lindsey Anderson, Marissa Anderson and Logan Slack will 
be returning from last season as the Head and Assistant Head Lifeguards.  

b. Ranger Staff - Permanent Seasonal Park Ranger Lisa Barge will return to duty on April 1
st
. 

B. Monthly Summaries  

a. Park Reservations- The following charts summarize public park permits issued in February, 2012 
 

Ranger Report - Public Park Permits 2012

Date Location Organization Event Participant #

2/11/2012 One Mile Habitat for Humanity 5K Walk/Run 500

Totals 1 500  
 
Private Permits- 2 permits/40 participants 

 
b. Visitation- The following chart summarizes the traffic counts collected in February, 2012 as well as YTD totals. 

 

Ranger Report- Traffic Count 2012

Location Estimated Daily Estimated Monthly Estimated YTD Total

Lower Park

Petersen Dr 122 3,538 6,793

N One Mile 290 8,410 14,579

S One Mile 318 9,222 14,337

Cedar Grove/S Park Dr 84 2,436 5,102

 Estiamted Subtotal 814 23,606 40,811

Middle/Upper Park 0

Upper Park Rd 929 26,941 54,717

Estimated Total 1,743 50,547 95,528  

 
c. Significant Incidents- The following chart summarizes incidents of significance that occurred in February, 2012. 
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Ranger Report- Incidents 2012

Date Location Incident Disposition

2/2/2012 City Plaza Parole Hold Arrest

2/3/2012 Peregrine Point Vandalism to fence Report Filed

2/4/2012 Upper Park Lost Handgun Report Filed

2/4/2012 Upper Park Fall off a horse/Medical Transported by Medics

2/5/2012 City Plaza Resist a Peace Officer Arrest

2/5/2012 Lindo Channel Hazardous Material Spill (Paint) Report Filed/Material Disposed 

2/8/2012 S One Mile Damage to bollard Report Filed/Damage Repaired

2/12/2012 S One Mile Vandalism to restroom Report Filed/Damage Repaired

2/15/2012 Caper Acres Vandalism to restroom Report Filed/Damage Repaired

2/20/2012 City Plaza Indecent Exposure Suspect Moved Along

2/22/2012 Horseshoe Lake Dog caught in fishing line Dog Rescued

2/22/2012 City Plaza False Info to Peace Officer Arrest

2/22/2012 City Plaza Indecent Exposure Suspect Moved Along

2/24/2012 City Plaza Parking Meters Damage Report Filed

2/24/2012 City Plaza Stolen Bike Report Filed

2/25/2012 City Plaza Parole Hold Arrest  
 
d. Citations- The following charts summarize citations and warnings issued in February, 2012 as well as annual 

trends. 
 
 
 

Violation

Total 

Warnings % Rank

Total 

Warnings % Rank 2012 Trend

Alcohol 29 15% 3 37 9% 3

Animal Control Violations 77 39% 1 168 42% 1

Bicycle Violation 41 21% 2 90 23% 2

Glass 9 5% 6 12 3% 7

Illegal Camping 8 4% 7 15 4% 6

Injury/Destruction City Property 0 0% 10 0 0% 11

Littering 0 0% 10 1 0% 10

Other Violations 13 7% 4 37 9% 3

Parking Violations 10 5% 5 27 7% 5

Resist/Delay Park Ranger 2 1% 9 3 1% 9

Smoking 6 3% 8 9 2% 8

Totals 195 100% 399 100%

AnnualMonthly
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Ranger Report - Warnings 2012

Violation

Total 

Warnings % Rank

Total 

Warnings % Rank 2012 Trend

Alcohol 29 15% 3 37 9% 3

Animal Control Violations 77 39% 1 168 42% 1

Bicycle Violation 41 21% 2 90 23% 2

Glass 9 5% 6 12 3% 7

Illegal Camping 8 4% 7 15 4% 6

Injury/Destruction City Property 0 0% 10 0 0% 11

Littering 0 0% 10 1 0% 10

Other Violations 13 7% 4 37 9% 3

Parking Violations 10 5% 5 27 7% 5

Resist/Delay Park Ranger 2 1% 9 3 1% 9

Smoking 6 3% 8 9 2% 8

Totals 195 100% 399 100%

AnnualMonthly

 
 

Ranger Report - Citations Places 2012

Location

Total 

Citations % 

Total 

Citations % Rank 2012 Trend

Lower Park 15 56% 25 57% 1

Middle Park 1 4% 6 14% 3

Upper Park 9 33% 11 25% 2

Specialty Parks/Greenways 2 7% 2 5% 4

Totals 27 100% 44 100%

Monthly Annual

 
 

Ranger Report - Warnings Places 2012

Location

Total 

Warnings % 

Total 

Warnings % Rank 2012 Trend

Lower Park 103 53% 234 59% 1

Middle Park 31 16% 61 15% 3

Upper Park 41 21% 66 17% 2

Specialty Parks/Greenways 20 10% 38 10% 4

Totals 195 100% 399 100%

Monthly Annual
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VOLUNTEER REPORT  

A. Monthly Highlights 

Highlights include:  

• Sixty-three Sierra View Elementary students (2 grade 4 classes) along with 5 Community Action Volunteers in 
Education, Kids and Creeks and Stream Team Volunteers– worked at Site #27 – removing vinca; planting native 
plants and testing water from Big Chico Creek.  Their second time this school year.  

• Friends of Bidwell Park volunteers, with lots of support from the Park Division’s Community Action Volunteers in 
Education students, have made great head-way removing Japanese privets from along the Little Chico Creek 
Greenway.  They are also hosting weed removal sessions along Memorial Way across from Chico Jr. High 
School. 

• The Volunteer Coordinator met with Instructors from the CSU, Chico’s Recreation, Hospitality and Parks 
Department.  The Department is now offering work sessions and training from the Park Division as one of their 
official offerings entitled Field School Sampler.  

• The Volunteer Coordinator is averaging 3 to 4 phone calls a day about volunteering in the Park! 
 

Table 1.  Summary of Monthly Volunteer Activity.  
 

February 2012       

Locations Organizations/ # volunteers 
Total 
hours  Major Tasks 

N. One Mile 
Parking Lot green 
strip 

4 Volunteer Sessions - 46 total 
volunteers 185.00  

Removed vinca/ivy; and elevated 
grapevine 

 4th Street Park 
Entrance 

2 Volunteer Sessions - 6 
volunteers 18.00  Removed box hedges 

Cedar Grove 
Alpha Epsilon Pi - 6; Jewish 
Arbor Day Celebration  6.00  

Planted 5 western redbud trees 
they donated; Denice provided 
info on planting. Fraternity will 
water the trees. 

Lower Park Trail 
Pruning 

1 Volunteer Session - 3 
volunteers 6.00  

Pruned back vegetation from the 
trail. 

Chico High School 
3 sessions/CHS Horticulture -  6 
students and Paula Shapiro 21.00  

Transplanting native plantsin the 
green house 

Site 32 Rangel Family 1.50  Removed vinca 

Little Chico 
Greenway John Cervantes 85.00  Removing Japanese Privets 

Bidwell Park  Park Watch 725.00    

  Independent Organizations     

Little Chico Creek 
and Memorial 
Way Greenways Friends of Bidwell Park   Trash and privet removal 

              " " " CA Conservation Corps 35.00  Privet removal 

  TOTAL 1,082.50    
 

B. Upcoming Events 

a. Woodstock Pizza Chico Creek Cleanup – March 31 from 12:30 pm to 3:30 pm. Focus areas are Little Chico 
Creek, Lindo Channel Bridges and a family cleanup in Bidwell Park. 
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b. Cats in the Community – CSU, Chico students will work at various locations in the City on Cesar Chavez Day, 
including Bidwell Park. 

c. Earth Day in Bidwell Park – April 21 from 10 am to 1 pm.  Cedar Grove and Nature Center environs. 
d. Kids and Creeks – will have numerous schools out at 9

th
 and Hazel Park; the Sycamore Restoration Site and at 

Five Mile for some restoration and education projects in April and May. 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  
Disc Golf Log 



Bidwell Park Disc Golf Log 2012

Trails

Badge #  Date  Time Open/Closed  #Vehicles Weather   Notes

807 02/03/12 9:30 AM O 3 Good Trash detail, Apprx. 50 yrds of fence down near hole 18

804 02/03/12 4:30 PM O 20 Good 5 alc warnings, appx 40 people

804 02/04/12 5:00 PM O 15 Good 20 people, no violations observed

805 02/06/12 10:45 AM O 3 Good No violations observed

805 02/07/12 2:10 PM O 3 Poor Sprinkling.

805 02/08/12 8:30 AM O 0 Fair No one observed.

807 02/10/12 12:25 PM O O Poor Intermittent light/moderate rain

804 02/11/12 4:30 PM O 30 Good

1 alc cite, 1 alc warn, and 1 leash warning.  Appx 40+ 

people

805 02/12/12 12:10 PM O 8 Good No violations observed

805 02/13/12 8:00 AM C 0 Poor Course closed.

804 02/14/12 5:00 PM C 10 Fair Multiple golfers informed of closure.

805 02/15/12 9:45 AM C 2 Fair No violations observed

805 02/16/12 10:45 AM O 4 Fair Opened course.

807 02/16/12 4:10 PM O 20 Good 3 glass/alc cites, trash detail

804 02/18/12 4:30 PM O 30 Good Lots of people, 1 leash warning

804 02/19/12 4:45 PM O 25 Good 30 + people, 2 Leash cites, 2 leash warnings, 2 alc/glass

804 02/20/12 4:30 PM O 15 Good No violations observed

805 02/21/12 12:45 PM O 11 Fair 2 dog leash warnings.

807 02/22/12 1:45 PM O 15 Fair Lots of people leaving very windy, trash detail

807 02/25/12 10:15 AM O 9 Good No violations observed

804 02/25/12 4:45 PM O 20 Good No violations observed

804 02/26/12 4:30 PM O 10 Fair 2 leash warnings
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