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Public Works Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared: 4/27/2018 
965 Fir Street Agenda Posted:  4/27/2018 
(530) 896-7800 Prior to:   5:00 p.m. 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
April 30, 2018, 6:30 pm  

City Council Chambers - 421 Main Street 
 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street, Chico 

during normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/. 
 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  
 

1.1. Call to Order 
 

1.2. Roll Call 
 

1.3 Special Recognition – CSUC Construction Management Students/Faculty- Caper Acres Swings  
 

2. CONSENT AGENDA  
 

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 
 

2.1. PERMIT FOR EARTHBOUND SKILLS SUMMER CAMP (JUNE-AUGUST 2018) 

 
Joni Mitchell from Earthbound Skills (Applicant) requested a permit to host a summer day camp 
on multiple days in June through August 2018.  This day camp is for children ages 6 - 14.  
During this event, there will be games, activities, nature walks, bird walks and crafts.   
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – IF ANY 
 

4. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS – NONE 
 

5. REGULAR AGENDA 
 

5.1. CONSIDERATION OF APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL PERMIT – 176 E. 
SACRAMENTO 

 
Mr. Sullivan (Applicant) is requesting a permit to remove a Little Leaf Linden tree in front of his 
residence at 176 E Sacramento Ave.  Mr. Sullivan cites the unsuitability of the tree, the small 
seed balls, and aphids as reasons for removal. 

 
Recommendation: The Urban Forest Manager (UFM) requests BPPC approval to uphold 
denial of the tree removal permit. 
 

5.2. CONSIDERATION OF THE 4/12/18 TREE COMMITTEE MEETING  
 
At its 04/12/18 meeting, the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission’s (BPPC) Tree 
Committee discussed the following topics. 
 

1. City of Chico Urban Forest Revitalization Program Grant Proposal. 
2. Summary of ongoing discussions regarding revision to Chico Municipal Code 14.40, 

16.66 and 16.68. 
3. Consideration Of 12-Month Workflow Priorities of Public Works Tree Division 
4. Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA Growth Award. 
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Recommendation:  The Committee recommends that the BPPC accept the Committee’s 
report and approve amending CMC Section 14.40.300 to require branches to be trimmed to 
provide 7.5’ clearance over sidewalks and 14.5 feet over the roadway.  
 

5.3. REPORT ON THE 4/18/19 NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
  

At the 3/26/18 BPPC meeting, Staff provided an update on the operations and mitigation and 
monitoring of the Peregrine Point Disc Golf/Trailhead Area located on the southside of Upper 
Bidwell Park on Highway 32.  At the request of a member of the public, Staff agreed to forward 
further discussion of the status of the mitigation and monitoring program to the Natural 
Resource Committee (NRC).  

 
Recommendation: The Committee recommended that the BPPC approve Staff working with 
ORAI to complete the following: 

 
1. Conducting the annual botanical studies and analysis to be paid by the City. 

 
2. Installing mulch on the tee pads, baskets, and to delineate trails where needed by July 

2018. 
 

3. Installing snake rail fencing and interpretive signage by July 2018. 
 

4. Installing alternative tree protection measures by July 2018. 
 

5. Installing at least three alternative pins/baskets on those holes that most impact Blue Oaks 
by September 2018. 

 
6. Installing Tee Pad Signs on the three priority holes by September 2018. 

  
6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

 
Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on 
the agenda; comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this 
meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda. 
 

7. REPORTS  
 

Items provided for the Commission’s information and discussion.  No action can be taken on any of the 
items unless the Commission agrees to include them to a subsequent posted agenda. 
 

7.1. Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resource Manager. 
 

7.2. Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager. 
 

7.3. Park & Natural Resource Manager Report (Verbal Report), if applicable 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT  
 
Adjourn to the next regular meeting on 5/29/18 at 6:30 P.M. in the Council Chamber of the Chico Municipal 
Center building (421 Main Street, Chico, California).  Please note the meeting will be on Tuesday due to 
the Memorial Day Holiday. 
 
 
 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need 
to request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least three working days 

prior to the meeting. 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date 4/30/18 

 
DATE: 4/02/18 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Angela Irmer, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Earthbound Skills Summer Day Camp (6/25/18 – 8/10/18) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Joni Mitchell (Applicant – Earthbound Skills) would like to host a summer day camp at the Five Mile Picnic Area on several 
days in June through August 2018.  This day camp is for children ages 6 - 14.  During this event, there will be games, 
activities, nature walks, bird walks and crafts.   
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 

Date of Application 3/26/18 

Date of Event June 25 through 29, July 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 26, August 1, 2, 6 through 10 at 5 Mile Picnic 
Site  

Time of Event 8:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. 

Event Name Summer Day Camp 

Applicant Name Joni Mitchell 

Location 5 Mile Picnic Area 

Description Summer day camp for ages 6-14 

New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? Not provided by applicant 

# Participants 20 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Exceeds 10 hours in length or is for multiple days.  

  

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 

• Continued adherence to all park rules. 

• The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the venue and remove all signs and any associated trash after 
each event. 

• Do not remove any vegetation from the park. 

• No fire building or fires. 

Attachments:  Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution: Joni Mitchell 
 
 



ATTACHMENT A

ATTACH A-1

angela.irmer
Text Box

angela.irmer
Text Box



ATTACHMENT A

ATTACH A-1



ATTACHMENT A

ATTACH A-1



ATTACHMENT A

ATTACH A-1



ATTACHMENT B

ATTACH B-1

angela.irmer
Text Box

angela.irmer
Text Box



ATTACHMENT B

ATTACH B-1



ATTACHMENT B

ATTACH B-1



ATTACHMENT B

ATTACH B-1



ATTACHMENT C

ATTACH C-1

angela.irmer
Text Box

angela.irmer
Text Box



ATTACHMENT C

ATTACH C-1



ATTACHMENT C

ATTACH C-1



ATTACHMENT C

ATTACH C-1



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 1 of 2 April 2018 

 
BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date:  4/30/18 

 
DATE: 4/27/2018 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF AN APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL PERMIT FOR 176 E. 
SACRAMENTO AVENUE 
 

 
 REPORT IN BRIEF: 

 
The applicant Mr. Richard Sullivan is requesting to have a Little Leaf Linden tree removed in front of his residence at 
176 E Sacramento Ave. Mr. Sullivan cites the unsuitability of the tree, the small seed balls, and aphids as reasons for 
removal. 

 
Recommendation: The Urban Forest Manager (UFM) requests BPPC approval to uphold denial of the tree 
removal permit. 

 
Background: 

 
Pursuant to Chico Municipal Code (CMC) 14.40.120 of Chapter 14.40 Street Trees, no tree located in the City right-of-
way or public planting area shall be removed without a permit or permission of the City and only in those cases 
whereby the tree is dead, dying, diseased or hazardous. 

 
A neighbor does not have the right to insist that an adjoining tree owner take responsibility for the natural growth and 
resulting debris of a tree so long as the tree is reasonably maintained. 
 
In 2009, Mr. Sullivan submitted a permit to remove the same tree. In addition to complaints of tree debris, Mr. Sullivan 
stated that he wanted to install a driveway to mitigate the parking issues on E Sacramento Ave. City Engineering staff 
at the time had concerns regarding the feasibility of a driveway installation, as well as the possibility of providing an 
ADA parking space for the Mr. Sullivan.  No structural issues were of concern at that time. See attachment A for 
documents relating to the first permit application.  
 
The permit was denied by the UFM at the time. The denial was appealed to the BPPC on 9/28/09 and the denial 
decision was upheld by the Commission.  In the most recent permit application, Mr. Sullivan has not mentioned the 
intention to install a driveway as a reason for wanting to remove the tree.   

 
Discussion: 

 
September 8th, 2017, Mr. Richard Sullivan contacted the UFM to discuss removal of the Little Leaf Linden.  The UFM 
attempted to resolve the complaints of tree debris through means other than removal. Unfortunately, no viable or 
permitted remedies to treat aphids or seed production were found. 

 
Mr. Sullivan submitted a California Public Records Act (PRA) request on Feb 13, 2018 to the City Clerk’s office 
requesting details of all trees removed in the City right-of-way within a two-block radius of 176 E Sacramento Ave. Staff 
researched this request and submitted to the City clerk on Feb 21, 2018 that there were 31 trees removed in this area.  
Answers to Mr. Sullivan's subsequent questions were also answered by email Feb 28, 2018. See attachment B. 

 
Mr. Sullivan submitted a second PRA request on March 6, 2018 requesting identification of all public trees removed in 
the City right-of-way over a ten-year period. Staff researched this request and submitted details of 1,249 trees removed 
over the last ten tears. The second PRA response is 57 pages and has not been included in this report. Copies will be 
available for inspection at the April 30, 2018 BPPC meeting. 
 



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 2 of 2 April 2018 

Horticultural literature cites Little Leaf Lindens can attain heights of 80 -130 feet, but typically only 40'-50' in the urban 
environment. Some historical Linden trees in Europe are up to 700 years old. The age of this tree is probably of similar 
age to the houses in E Sacramento Avenue, c. 1915/16, putting the tree at over 100 years old. 

 
The tree was listed in City records as being of “excellent” health. In 2017 vigor classification was downgraded a 
category to “good” due to the slight root decay and restricted growing space. Vigor is somewhat of a subjective 
assessment and the downgrade does not suggest any actual reduction of vigor over the last nine years.  
 
The tree requested to be removed was measured in April 2018. It is 91' high and 41” DBH. It is noted that in 2009 the 
tree was measured at 80' high and 38.5” DBH.  From these measurements, it can be concluded that the tree has 
grown on average 12” per year.  This tree is still growing, showing good health and no indication of starting to decline. 
The passage of nine years has shown that assessment to be accurate.  It is anticipated that the useful life and 
environmental benefits afforded to the community from this tree will be ongoing for many more years. See attachment 
C for emails from residents voicing objection to the proposed removal. 

 
Timeline of second permit application: 
 

• September 8, 2017. Telephone call from Mr. Sullivan to UFM inquiring about tree removal process 

• September 15, 2017. UFM site recon/tree assessment and met with Mr. Sullivan onsite. 

• December 29, 2017. Permit to remove Little leaf linden was received 

• Feb 13, 2018 Mr. Sullivan submits first PRA request: Identification of trees removed in 2 block area. 

• Feb 21, 2018 City Clerk responds to Mr. Sullivan with PRA response. 

• Feb 21, 2018 Mr. Sullivan responds with questions regarding the response to PRA request. 

• Feb 28, 2018 UFM responds to questions and sends denial of permit. 

• March 6, 2018 Mr. Sullivan submits second PRA request: All City trees removed in last ten years. 

• March 15, 2015 City Clerk responds to Mr. Sullivan with PRA response. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Attachment A:  2009 Permit application, denial letter, Commission minutes and reports. 
Attachment B:  2017 Permit application, PRA correspondence and permit denial. 
Attachment C:  Emails from residents sent in support of retaining the tree (names and addresses redacted). 
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SUBJECT 1. City of Chico Urban Forest Revitalization Program Grant Proposal 

SUBJECT 2. Ongoing discussions regarding revisions to CMC Sections 14.40, 16.66 and 16.68

BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 4/30/18 
 
 

DATE: 04/30/18 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  BPPC Tree Committee 

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF REPORT FROM THE BPPC TREE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 04/12/18 
 

 
REPORT IN BRIEF:  
 
At its meeting on 04/12/18, the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission’s (BPPC) Tree Committee discussed the 
following topics. 
 

1. City of Chico Urban Forest Revitalization Program Grant Proposal. 
 

2. Summary of ongoing discussions regarding revision to Chico Municipal Code 14.40, 16.66 and 16.68. 
 

3. Consideration Of 12-Month Workflow Priorities of Public Works Tree Division. 
 

4. Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA Growth Award. 
 

Recommendation:  The Committee recommends that the BPPC accept the Committee’s report and approve 
amending CMC Section 14.40.300 to require branches to be trimmed to provide 7.5’ clearance over sidewalks 
and 14.5 feet over the roadway.  

 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Public Works Operations and Maintenance Tree Division submitted a concept proposal on 2/28/18 for the CAL FIRE 
Urban and Community Forestry California Climate Investments (CCI) Grant Program to update the City’s tree inventory 
and to prepare an Urban Forest Management Plan.  By letter dated 4/9/18, Cal Fire notified the Staff that the concept 
proposal has been accepted.  A copy of the letter is attached as Attachment A. 
 
Staff will now work to draw up a full proposal, which will include a Resolution by City Council approving the grant 
application.  Submission deadline for the full proposal is 3:00 PDT on Wednesday, May 30, 2018. 
 
Fiscal impact: 
Staff is submitting a proposal to receive approximately $425,000 in funding.  The local match funding component 
comprises of in-kind volunteer time, as well as existing Staff payroll and existing developer mitigation funds. 
 
Recommendation: None currently.  Informational only item. 
 
Attachment A:  Letter from Cal Fire April 9, 2018 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its 6/26/17 meeting, the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) provided Staff with various Chico Municipal 
Code (CMC) sections that needed revising.  At the 8/10/17 meeting, the Tree Committee discussed revisions to CMC 
Chapters 14.40, 16.66 and 16.68.  Furthermore, at the 10/12/17 meeting, the Tree Committee discussed additional 
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revisions on Heritage Trees CMC Chapter 16.68, as well as permit fees and homeowner pruning of City right-of-way trees.  
At its 1/22/18 meeting, Tree Committee held additional discussions of revisions to CMC 16.68 Heritage Tree Program. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The CMC sections that the BPPC considered to be important and in need of revision are listed, not in order of priority, in 
the Table 1 below.  At the 4/12/18 Tree Committee, staff provided a brief update on the proposed revisions as numbered 
in Table 1 below. 

 
Item 1 –Director Definition 
 

CMC 14.40.055 
 
“Director” shall mean the director of the public works department. 
 
It was proposed to make the following amendments to the Director definition in 14.40.055 to read “director of the 
public works Operations and Maintenance department. 
 
14.40.120   Permit - Required. 
 
No trees or shrubs shall be planted in or removed from any planting area in the City unless: 
 

A. A written permit therefore is authorized by the commission or the City Council and is issued by the 
director or designee; or 
 

B.  Such planting or removal is required by order of the Commission or the city Council. 
 
The director or designee shall bring all applications for permits to the attention of the Commission and shall issue 
such written permit when and as directed by the Commission or the City Council.  The planting of a tree or shrub 
in conformity to the street tree plan as adopted and amended by the Commission shall be deemed to be 
authorized by the Commission and no further authorization for the granting of a permit shall be necessary. 

 
Item 2 - 14.40.150   Permit - Conditions upon issuance. 
 

All regulations adopted by the Commission pursuant to this chapter are conditions upon the issuance of any 
permit, unless specifically waived by the Commission, or the Council.  The director may impose upon the granting 
of such permit such additional conditions as the director deems reasonable.  Among others, the director may 
require, as such a condition upon the granting of a removal permit, the replanting of a tree or shrub in place of 
that removed.  The director shall, when removal is being permitted for convenience of owner to make way for 
construction, require, as a condition, that the removal shall not take place until the work of construction is 
commenced, unless otherwise authorized by the Commission or the Council. 
 
Recommendation:  The Tree Committee meeting, agreed to postpone revisions to this CMC section. 
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Item 3 - 14.40.300   Branches to be trimmed. 
 

It shall be unlawful for any person in the City to permit branches of trees or shrubs growing or being on private 
property to extend within ten feet from the ground over any portion of the sidewalk or street.  It is common 
language in CMC to require between seven and eight feet of clearance over a sidewalk and between fourteen and 
fifteen feet of clearance over the roadway. 
 
Recommendation: Tree Committee recommends that the BPPC approve to change CMC code 14.40.300 to 
state a required 7.5’ clearance over sidewalks and 14.5 feet over the roadway.  

 
Item 4 – Tracking Tree Planting Compliance 
 

Recommendation: The Committee recommended postponing revisions to this section of 14.40. Committee 
member Reddemann suggested a 12-month deadline. 

 
Item 5 – Street Tree List 
 

Staff reported on ongoing research to update the City of Chico approved street tree planting list. 
 
Recommendation: None at this time.  

 
Item 6 and Item 7 – Streamlining Permitting 
 

Recommendation:  Committee member Reddemann suggested a 12-month deadline to finalize work on 
streamlining the permitting process for developers and residents. 

 
Item 8. Heritage tree applications. 
 

Staff and committee members discussed the voluntary Heritage tree program.  It was discussed that the deed 
recording requirement should be optional for homeowners. Staff intends to launch a survey via SurveyMonkey to 
help determine what cost is acceptable to potential applicants.  
 
Removal of Permit fees 
 
Staff discussed the idea of introducing a fee for street tree removal permit applications. This fee would cover 
administrative costs. The City of Chico already levies a fee on tree permits tied to development.  A survey of 
California cities revealed that many cities charge a fee to cover processing costs for such street tree permits.  
Planting permits should remain free. Of the cities that charged permit fees, costs ranged from $25 to $81. 
Committee discussed the range of possible fee levels that would be appropriate for Chico. The possibility of 
introducing a fee for appeals was also discussed. 
 
Recommendation:: Committee directed that staff come back with an outline of the permit process. 
 
Homeowner Pruning of City Right-of-Way Trees 
 
At the10/12/17 meeting, the Tree Committee discussed ideas to introduce a program whereby minor incidental 
pruning on City trees is permissible without the need for a formal permit at all.  At the Tree Committee meeting 
4/12/18 staff suggested this idea be tabled. 
 
Recommendation: Committee members agreed to table research into allowing pruning without a permit. 
 
Attachment B:  Recent examples of homeowner pruning on City street trees. 
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SUBJECT 4. Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA Growth Award

SUBJECT 3. Consideration Of 12-Month Workflow Priorities of Public Works Tree Division 
 
At the 4/12/18 Committee meeting staff sought input to determine where to focus work priorities in the interim period until 
an Urban Forest Management Plan (UFMP) can be developed.  The Committee discussed the following UFM goals and 
objectives.    
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Urban Forestry (UF) Goals: 
 
The UFM has compiled a broad list of five goals for the Tree Division, which are summarized as follows: 
 

GROW:  The urban forest should be enhanced for social, economic and environmental benefits.  Additional tree 
planting is the main tool to achieve this goal.   
 
PROTECT: Chico's existing trees need to be protected from biological, climatic, and man-made threats that if left 
unchecked could diminish canopy cover and associated benefits in Chico. 
 
MANAGE:  In order to create a cohesive urban forestry program, decision making is best made with up-to-date data 
and current best industry practices.  Strategic planning and optimal use of available resources with collaboration from 
multiple stakeholders will ensure a robust urban forest for generations to come. 
 
FUND:  Urban forestry activities cannot happen without securing long-term funding. Novel approaches and creativity 
will be required to fill funding shortfalls. 
 
ENGAGE:  A successful urban forestry program cannot happen without active participation from multiple stakeholders. 

 
Urban Forestry Objectives: 
 
A dynamic and broad list of 108 objectives was identified.  This list was created by a combination of previous work plan 
priorities, ongoing discussions with community stakeholders, and Staff’s own experiences of Chico's urban forest over the 
last twelve months.  This list can be used to shape the future UFMP. It can also be used to focus on short-term priorities.   
 
The Committee reviewed the list of goals and objectives. Committee member Haar suggested goals that focus on 
increasing the shade canopy be an ongoing focus. Committee also stated that early formative pruning be a priority.  In the 
short-term work priorities should focus on the Cal Fire grant funding application. Committee will support staff in compiling 
grant materials. 
 
Recommendation:  None at this time. Committee will continue discussion on goals and objectives for the Tree Division 
for Bidwell Park and Playground Commission’s consideration. 
 
Attachments C: Urban Forestry Goals and Objectives Summary table. 
 
 
 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Tree City USA Growth Award is awarded by the Arbor Day Foundation to recognize higher levels of tree care by 
participating Tree City USA communities. The Growth Award highlights innovative programs and projects as well as 
increased commitment of resources for urban forestry. It also provides an opportunity to share new ideas and successes 
across the country. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
The City of Chico has been a Tree City USA recipient for thirty-four consecutive years. A Tree City USA recipient can 
achieve a Tree City USA Growth Award if it qualifies as a Tree City USA for at least the second consecutive year and 
completes activities in eligible categories totaling 10 or more points. Eligible activities fall into one of four categories, and 
each activity has an associated point value. The attachment to this report outlines the activities that are eligible to count 
towards Growth Award status. It is anticipated that a Growth Award will be earned every year over the next ten years. After 
that time the City will be eligible for the prestigious Sterling Award. This award is given to cities that have earned a growth 
award for ten years in a row. 
 
Attachment D outlines the four eligible categories for consideration.  Ten points must be accrued, which can be derived 
from any or all categories as listed below: 
 

• Category A: Education and Public Relations 
• Category B: Partnerships 
• Category C: Planning and Management 
• Category D: Tree Planting and Maintenance 

 
Committee recommended staff focus on Items A2, A3, A4, A5, B10 to attain the necessary ten points to qualify for the 
Growth Award. 
 
Recommendation: Committee provided input on eligible activities that can be implemented in 2018 to attain a Tree City 
USA growth award for the City of Chico. 
 
Attachments D:  Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA Growth Award Eligible activities. 
 
 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA    NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

“The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection serves and safeguards the people and protects the property and resources of California.”

R DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION

Urban and Community Forestry Program

P.O. Box 944246

SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2460
(916) 657-2289  
Website:  www.fire.ca.gov

April 9, 2018   

Richie Bamlet
City of Chico
Public Works
PO Box 3420
Chico, CA 95927

RE: Concept Proposal for the CAL FIRE Urban and Community Forestry 

California Climate Investments (CCI) Grant Program

We are pleased to inform you that you have been selected to submit a California 
Climate Initiatives Project Application for your project titled City of Chico Urban Forest 
Revitalization Program in the Urban Forest Management Activities category. Your 
project has been assigned a Project Tracking number: 17-CCI-UF-01-MGMT-0048. 

The Urban and Community Forestry Program California Climate Investments Grant 
Guidelines, required PDF Project Application Form, and other related forms contain all 
the necessary information to submit your grant application.  These documents can be 
found on the following website: 
http://calfire.ca.gov/resource_mgt/resource_mgt_urbanforestry_grants

CAL FIRE will carefully evaluate each application according to the posted Urban and 
Community Forestry Program California Climate Investments Grant Guidelines. The
following elements will be important in the grant evaluation process: 

a. GHG quantification for projects must follow the Air Resources Board Urban and 
Community Forestry Program Quantification Methodology for FY 2017-18 (PDF) found at:
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capandtrade/auctionproceeds/quantification.htm. Applicants must 
provide printouts of both the iTree Planting and ARB calculators with their project 
application.

b. Highly competitive projects will include those with substantial levels of collaboration with 
partners, and demonstrate community support.  Such projects will have authentic 
community engagement as a strong project element. Letters of commitment from 
partners are a way to demonstrate such collaboration.

c. Inclusion in the project of strong tree establishment practices, presence of long term 
urban forest management planning, a history of good urban forest practices by the 
applying entity, and a commitment to long term maintenance of the project are ways to 
demonstrate assurance that GHG emission reduction goals will be achieved. 
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“The Department of Forestry and Fire Protection serves and safeguards the people and protects the property and resources of California.”

Richie Bamlet
April 9, 2018
Page 2

d. All projects must show proof of what portion of their project can be considered 
“in” an AB 1550 community. A percentage of how much of the project will be in 
1) disadvantaged communities, 2) low income communities, 3) low income 
communities adjacent to disadvantaged communities, and 4) benefits to low 
income households must be included. Please see the table in Appendix L of the 
Grant Guidelines for the definition of what “in” an AB 1550 community is. It
should be noted that 75% of CAL FIRE’s funds must be considered “in” such 
communities.  This factor, therefore, will greatly affect a project’s 
competitiveness.

e. Budgets must only be submitted in the format provided by CAL FIRE, and should 
be accompanied by an explanation of the expenses as provided on the project 
application form.

f. A detailed tree species list as required on the project application form is of the 
highest importance.  Failing to provide a detailed species list, with the expected 
number of each species to be planted, may result in disqualification.

Please submit one digital copy and one hard copy as instructed at the end of the Project 
Application. The digital copy must be received by email at CALFIRE.Grants@fire.ca.gov
no later than 3:00 PDT on Wednesday, May 30, 2018.  The hard copy must be signed,
and postmarked no later than Wednesday, May 30, 2018.  Failure to submit the Project 
Application and supporting documents by the due date will result in your proposal being 
disqualified. You must reference your project tracking number on each document of 
your application package when submitting the required documents.  For the digital copy, 
use the project tracking number in the file name for each file submitted.  For the hard 
copy, be sure to put the tracking number at the top of the page, even if it must be 
handwritten.  

Due to the high demand for Urban and Community Forestry CCI grants, CAL FIRE will 
not be able to fund all projects for the applications submitted. Consequently, invitations 
to submit an application, and acknowledgement of a completed application, do not 
guarantee that the project will be funded.

Sincerely,

ROBERT LITTLE
Forester III - State Urban Forester
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Analysis table of UFMP objectives

Goal and Objective

Objective 

already in

process

Selected 

priority

Obj Goal: Grow
1 Initiate analysis of empty planting sites in the ROW. x

2

Develop criteria for viable street tree planting sites, increased planting of street trees, and related protocols to

ensure optimal stocking level
grant funding

pending

3 Initiate annual tree planting programs throughout the City to maintaining a multi-aged urban tree canopy. more needed

4 Develop a program to increase tree planting opportunities in public/private/commercial areas.

5 Explore and analyze additional planting locations identified by the Sustainable Cities South Campus initiative.

6

Work with the Planning and Building Departments to establish a better procedure for planting new trees in new

developments.

7

Ensure that staff is knowledgeable about innovative ways to add trees to development projects and in limiting

situations. e.g. engaging with Real Estate professionals.

8

Provide measures for an urban forest that contains large trees over the streets where space allows, in open space

and parks.

9 Maintain a population of young, moderate sized and vigorous trees throughout Chico.

10 Develop for approval an overall canopy goal that defines the character and appearance of the Urban Forest

11 Set overall and neighborhood tree canopy goals and measures to increase total canopy tree cover in the city

12 Promote species diversity for the resiliency of the urban canopy.

13 Promote age diversity for multiple benefits and long-term planning of the urban forest.

14 Promote the “Right Tree Right Place “ concept.

15 Promote the use of native species where appropriate.

16 Encourage citizens to remove invasive trees from private property.

17 Promote the use of non-native cultivar “work-horse” trees in highly demanding municipal forest situations.

18 Analyze canopy data by work zones to determine species distribution and planting requirements.
grant funding

pending

19

Develop specific objectives for species diversity in each work zone according to the Urban Tree Canopy (UTC)

analysis.
grant funding

pending

20 Upgrade the Street Tree Species Lists for use by all stakeholders. ongoing

21 Develop “deferred”, “preferred” and “restricted” lists of trees for use in the ROW. ongoing

22

Develop strategies and protocols from the Urban Tree Canopy analysis to develop a diverse and resilient tree canopy

(no more than 5% of one species in the forest)
grant funding

pending

23 Explore the possibility of a city tree nursery or partnership with civic and non-profit groups. “From Seed to Shade”
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Analysis table of UFMP objectives

Goal: Protect (Resource and residents)
24 Promote the concept of risk reduction as the first priority for scheduled tree work

25 Ensure dead and dying trees are removed in a timely manner. ongoing

26

The Standard of care for the forest should be high, based on the concept of enhancing the longevity of the trees

within the forest. Promote the concept of “useful life”

27 Promote BMP industry standards to ensure tree work is carried out to high standards. ongoing

28 Develop measures  for required tree preservation on new projects to be better understood

29 Address the ARB regarding physical requirements for tree preservation.

30 Discuss the current Tree Preservation regulations with the ARB.  Revise Tree preservation policies.

21 Consider Tree Preservation Bonds to ensure adequate protection of retained trees during development.

32

Identify desirable trees for preservation at the beginning of the design process so engineering solutions can be

developed for their protection.

33 Require desirable tree preservation as a standard condition of approval for projects.

34 Promote the preservation of well placed, healthy and young trees on development sites.

35 Explore the development of an ordinance to protect against tree topping on private property

36 Enforce standard pruning practices on private commercial parking lots that are a requirement of development.

37 Work with Code Enforcement when necessary to enforce City Code x

38

Citizens occasionally remove trees on private property that impact neighboring properties or are viewed as

community assets. Explore approaches to encourage tree retention

39

Find ways to influence the management and retention of trees that are owned and managed by other entities, such

as trees in private yards or commercial developments, including CARD, the County, the University and others.

40 Review AB 1881 compliance

41

Update and promote the Heritage Tree Ordinance. Celebrate historically significant trees e.g Hooker oak

descendants. ongoing

Goal: Manage
42 Establish regular pruning and care of the trees within the forest.

43 Adopt specific procedures and policy regarding ANSI Tree Risk Assessment Standard and BMP. more needed

44 Address emergencies and urgent tree work in a timely manner. x

45

Promote the elevation of limbs and foliage for traffic safety and line of site clearance at intersections as high priority

work, but second to urgent removals. x

46 Program Downtown elevations, sight-lines and building clearance  at least every other year as needed.

47 Program volunteer tree removal from alleyways on a mid-term cycle.

48 Program formative pruning of young trees during the winter months. more needed

49 Promote the removal of trees for reasons other than safety, such as property damage, as a lower priority. more needed
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Analysis table of UFMP objectives

50 Develop outreach efforts that manage resident expectations when non-emergency service requests are submitted.

51

Service requests for pruning are performed only on high risk trees as a first priority. Develop second priority service

request schedules as workload allows. more needed

52 Develop tree pruning standards and productivity standards for Public Works and contractors.

53

Develop a contract for tree pruning, as well as tree removals, to allow for greater flexibility in managing the trees

with limited staff. more needed

54

Ensure trees planted along City streets by developers are installed to professional standards, and inspected by the

City. Clarify the process.

55

Continue collaboration with other city departments to ensure the Urban Forest Manager is involved with trees-cape

decisions early in the development process.

56

Engage in the development process so that ROW planting sites are managed with the same authority as the road

base.

57 Explore Carbon Credit programs with the STF

58 Review Title 14 to improve its functionality. ongoing

59 Review and update Title14 penalties and incentives as related to tree malpractice and damage more needed

60 Review Title 16 Tree Preservation code to clarify parameters. Review fee schedules. more needed

61

Develop protocols for the aggressive removal of high-risk trees and clearly define “dead, dying and diseased”

definitions

62 Develop and promote the concept of “whole tree life-cycle” to include salvaged wood and use of wood products.

63 Revise and expand the Tree Inventory and include designated trails in Bidwell park and other open spaces.
grant funding

pending

64 Develop city and contractor work flows to ensure the inventory is updated as trees are removed, planted or pruned.

65 Review sidewalk design and ROW tree planting criteria to mitigate sidewalk displacement by tree roots. more needed

66 Develop programs to remove and replace invasive trees on public property

67 Monitor removals and plantings and annually report on progress towards sustainability policy goals x

68 Review Landscape Design Standards to enhance water conservation and improve soil health issues.

69 Develop better interdepartmental communication to enhance landscape plan review, installation and inspection

70 Develop a Public Landscapes information web page, and include information about AB 1881.

71

Investigate the upgrade and modernization of reduced water irrigation systems to provide for better water

conservation.

72

Update Landscape Standards in collaboration with other stakeholders as new equipment, techniques and practices

are developed.
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Analysis table of UFMP objectives

73

The process for approving and building landscapes in new developments is not well defined. Identify, review and

revise the current policy to better define the steps developers must take to have landscape plans approved. Improve

the inspection process for the installation of new landscapes

74

Develop a procedure for final approval and acceptance of projects once complete, including the requirement that as-

builts are received and scanned in a timely manner

75 Require electronic as-builts for completed landscape projects to be incorporated into city databases.

76 Explore the necessity of a city Solar ordinance.

77

Evaluate the effectiveness of Title 19. 50% shading for parking lots (public and private). Identify reasons for success

and failure. Reach out to selected stakeholders to engage in corrective measures. more needed

78 Engage with utility providers to ensure minimal damage is done to city trees in utility easements. more needed

Goal: Fund
79 Establish a budget allocation so that individual trees are pruned on a realistic cycle. x

80

There is a backlog of maintenance needs. Promote the permit system along with approved tree contractors.

Residents can fund low priority service requests. more needed

81 Pursue alternative funding sources  for tree care, such as Chico Maintenance Districts.

82 Pursue increased staffing for tree care needs. more needed

83 Pursue alternative staffing mechanisms to supplement full-time city tree crew.
grant funding

pending

84 Provide adequate budgets to maintain trees in the manner required by industry standards.

85 Leverage existing funding as match for grant funding opportunities as they arise. x

86 The Street Tree Master Plan required in Title 14 is out of date. Develop revision collaboratively with stakeholders.

87 Write a grant to develop the Master Plan, per Title 14.
grant funding

pending

88 Pursuant with accepted tree removal policy, establish revenue streams from recycled wood.

89

Nurture existing volunteer support groups and work with non-profit organizations to reach out to businesses and

corporate sponsors for forest restoration projects.

90 Explore corporate sponsorship e.g. Heritage Tree Program. more needed

Goal: Engage

91 Promote habitat values of city street trees and how they act as wildlife corridors from larger open spaces.

92

Enhance the knowledge of City staff and appointed officials (ARB, Planning Commission, etc.) about tree protection

measures more needed

93 Develop and distribute with stakeholders more information regarding proper care of young trees

94 Require care of young trees brochures to be included in new homeowner packets

95 Encourage citizen participation to improve tree care through out the City.
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Analysis table of UFMP objectives

96 Give particular emphasis to promote voluntary residential watering of ROW street trees.

97

Educate citizens about the selection of the right trees, and the care of trees, including planting, proper soil

preparation, watering, and pruning.

98

Develop partnerships to instigate educational programs to improve citizen understanding of the functional benefits

of trees. ongoing

99 Develop and expand volunteer opportunities in the Urban Forest.

100 Continue to encourage interns from CSU and Butte college programs

101 Reinstate a field program to teach about young tree pruning

102 Encourage citizens to plant and care for their own street trees

103 Develop materials per Committee member Haars proposed list of educational programs.

104 Review the promotion of policy regarding tree and shrub planting in the ROW

105

In conjunction with CSU faculty / civic groups and non-profits explore outreach possibilities such as city mailings, e-

mail blasts, door hangers, bill inserts, social media, press releases, and newspaper columns.
grant funding

pending

106 Develop a a portal for community input on the Tree Division Urban Forestry website.

107

Develop programs with Chico Unified School District regarding plantings, species selection, maintenance,

management of landscapes, and Arbor Day events.

108 Develop parking lot tree planting standards workshops in collaboration with Building Development
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date:  4/30/18 

 
DATE: 4/25/18 

TO: Bidwell Park & Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM Natural Resource Committee, (Commissioners Haar, McReynolds, and Nickell) 

SUBJECT: REPORT ON THE 4/18/18 NATURAL RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEETING  

 
REPORT IN BRIEF:   
  
At the 3/26/18 BPPC meeting, Staff provided an update on the operations and mitigation and monitoring of the Peregrine 
Point Disc Golf/Trailhead Area located on the southside of Upper Bidwell Park on Highway 32.  At the request of a 
member of the public, Staff agreed to forward further discussion of the status of the mitigation and monitoring program to 
the Natural Resource Committee (NRC).  

 

Recommendation: The Committee recommended that the BPPC approve Staff working with ORAI to complete the 
following: 

 
1. Conducting the annual botanical studies and analysis to be paid by the City. 

 
2. Installing mulch on the tee pads, baskets, and to delineate trails where needed by July 2018. 

 
3. Installing snake rail fencing and interpretive signage by July 2018. 

 
4. Installing alternative tree protection measures by July 2018. 

 
5. Installing at least three alternative pins/baskets on those holes that most impact Blue Oaks by September 2018. 

 
6. Installing Tee Pad Signs on the three priority holes by September 2018. 

  
BACKGROUND:  
  
As part of the update of the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan (BPMMP) the Peregrine Point Disc Golf/Trailhead 
Area Concept Plan was developed for the pre-existing disc golf course and trails located on the site.  The proposed 
Concept Plan included a disc golf beginner short course, a more advanced long course, restrooms, a developed parking 
lot, and shaded and unshaded picnic areas.  Peregrine Point also serves as trailheads to many Upper Bidwell Park trails, 
and is a popular destination for hikers, mountain bikers, and nature enthusiasts. During the environmental review process 
for the BPMMP, a Master Mitigation and Monitoring Program (MMMP) was also developed for the full Disc Golf/Trailhead 
Concept Plan.  
  
In 2009, the BPPC and Chico City Council directed Staff to work with Outside Recreation Advocate, Inc. (ORAI) to 
establish an agreement for the closure and relocation of the disc golf short course (9-holes), construction of improvements 
to the long course (18 holes), and the installation of mitigation measures, and ongoing operation and monitoring for the 
Peregrine Point Disc Golf Course area. 
  
Over several meetings, the BPPC received reports regarding the status of ORAI’s compliance with its Operating 
Agreement, and the status of implementation of the remaining approximately 20 MMMP measures.  In the report, Staff 
reviewed the ORAI’s Operating Agreement and determined that ORAI has fulfilled its obligations under the Agreement.  
However, it was noted that the following mitigation and monitoring measures were needed: 
 

a. Better tree protection measures from flying discs.   
 

b. Installation of mulch around the tees, targets and trees to reduce erosion, replenish the thin soils, and reduce 
compaction around trees.   
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c. Better delineation and decommissioning of trails to reduce trampling and erosion. 
 

d. Installation of alternative target/pole locations.  
 

e. Installation of tees signs and other signage.  
  
Staff also recognized the lapse in the botanical monitoring of the Butte County Checkerbloom, Bidwell Knotweed and 
wildflower fields, and the Blue Oaks in 2016 and 2017.  Because the cost of the studies is steadily increasing, and there 
are other users (e.g. bikers, hikers, nature enthusiasts) impacting the area, Staff proposed that the City take responsibility 
for conducting the botanical studies to ensure compliance with the MMMP.  Staff also indicated that there may be a need 
to modify the mitigation and monitoring plan and frequency of the studies using the Adaptive Management Approach.  
  
DISCUSSION:  
 
At its 4/18/18 meeting, the NRC discussed the outstanding mitigation measures and Staff’s proposal that the City pay for 
the botanical studies to ensure compliance with the MMMP.  A member of the public questioned why the City was 
allowing ORAI to not comply with its Agreement.  Staff informed the Committee that the Agreement requires that ORAI 
pay for the annual botanical monitoring every other year, yet the group has paid for the studies every year since 2011, 
paying approximately $10,000 more than was required.    
 
The Committee also discussed the outstanding mitigation measures and recommended the following plan of action: 
 

1. Botanical Studies - Retaining a consultant to perform botanical studies of the Butte Checkerbloom, Bidwell 
Knotweed and the Blue Oaks, and to review the previous studies and make recommendations regarding future 
monitoring.  The botanical studies will be paid by the City. 

 
2. Tree Protection – Installation of new screens and/or installing plastic mesh fencing wraps around trees to reduce 

the impact of disc damages.  
 

3. Mulch – Mulch has been delivered on site.  The mulch will be applied to the tee pads, using straw waddles to help 
keep it in place where needed, and on appropriate targets.  Chips will also be used to help delineate trails.    
 

4. Snake Rail Fencing – additional snake rail fencing will be installed to designate “out of bounds” areas for all users, 
and where Knotweed (Group KG 3) and other wildflowers are predominated located between holes 2 and 17 to 
reduce trampling of this sensitive area.  Also, interpretive signage is to be installed alerting the public of the need 
to stay out and protect the sensitive species. 
 

5. Trail realignment and delineation – installation of more snake rail fencing, and wood chips to reduce the multiple 
trails that exist between Holes 3 and 4 into one main trail, and in other areas where needed. 
 

6. Alternate Pin Installation - Installing alternative pins/baskets on most of the targets/holes to allow a “resting 
period” for the Oaks to recover.  This work will require the use of a “jack hammer” due to the thin soils and 
bedrock onsite. 

 
7. Tee Signage – ORAI has purchased signs showing a map to guide users from the tees to the targets to reduce 

rogue trails and trampling of sensitive areas.  The signs will also remind users of the proper use and rules of the 
course.  These signs will be installed with the alternate pin installations. 
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 4/30/18 

 
 

DATE: 4/26/18 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Parks and Street Trees and Public Landscapes Report 

 

NARRATIVE 
1. Updates  

 

a. Caper Acres Celebration: 5/12/18 – City Parks, Sunrise and Noon Rotary Clubs, and CSUC are planning a grand  
event on Saturday, May 12, 2018 to celebrate the wonderful and generous work provided by all of the students, 
faculty, volunteers, groups, sponsors, and donors who contributed to the construction of the new swing area, 
bridge/entrance, and the decomposed granite pathways in Caper Acres and made the project possible!!.  Games 
and activities will start at 9 am, with a formal ribbon cutting and gate opening at 9:30 a.m.   

 
2. Maintenance Program 

 
Staff continues daily cleaning and safety inspections of all recreation areas including: grounds, playgrounds, picnic 
sites, roads and paths, coupled with daily cleaning and re-supplying of all open park restrooms. Maintenance and repair 
of park fixtures, daily opening of gates, posting reservations, unauthorized camp clean up and the constant removal of 
graffiti from all park infrastructure.   

  
a. Lower Park: Staff installed two new trash cans in the Annie’s Glenn section of the Park as per citizen requests. 

We have had a couple more trees come down this month in the One Mile area.  Staff has cleared the new trees 
and is working on getting the old down trees cleared out of the reservation area and beyond. 

 
b. Middle Park:  Staff has completed two more of the six major parking lots with 48 cubic yards of new material on 

each to bring them back up to where they should be. 
 

c. Upper Park: Staff cleared two downed trees from the Annie Bidwell trail. 
 

d. Greenway Parks: Weekly cleaning and garbage removal.  Bollard replacement at entrances(which is an ongoing 
item), and high mow of all wild land areas as time allows. 

 
e. Upcoming projects:  Distribute chip mulch at Peregrine Point Disc Golf as conditions permit.  Installation of  Trail 

markers and signs for Middle and Upper Park (in progress). Grade and surface parking lots (in progress). Repairs 
to Upper Park road at sites 27, 38 and 39. Mow road and trails in Lower and Middle Park, Mow wild land areas in 
lower park and satellite areas, Elevate and side trim park drives, Sycamore pool prep for season,  
 

3. Ranger and Lifeguard Programs  
 

a. Lifeguard Program – CARD is in the final stages of hiring guards for the summer season.  In-service training at 
Sycamore pool will commence the week of May 21st.  The official start of the pool season will be Saturday, May 
26th.  Lifeguard hours will be from 12-7 daily except for Thursday which is pool cleaning day. 

 
b. Rangers - continue to work diligently noticing illegal encampments and providing support to partner groups in city 

greenways and parks.  Rangers work with Chico Police to clear all camps before cleanup operations can begin.  
Rangers and Butte County ACS work together daily on camps.  More partner groups are joining in, making the 
effort a 7-day a week operation.   

 
c. Events - in the park are running at full throttle with most weekend days having multiple events occurring 

simultaneously.  Rangers work closely with organizers to ensure safe and successful events with minimal impact 
to the park and the public. 
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d. Significant Incidents – A rash of vehicle burglaries have occurred on park properties in the last two months.  These 

are classified in our reporting as either Penal Code 459 or 484. Hot spots for vehicle break-ins include Chico 
Canyon Rd/Centennial Trailhead and Peregrine Point parking area.  Signs have been placed in both areas alerting 
the public to not leave anything visible or valuable in their vehicles.  Additionally, rangers have encouraged anyone 
facing this mishap to report the situation thru the police department’s online Cop Logic reporting system.  Having 
the report on file allows reported stolen property to be returned if found.  In speaking with victims, rangers report 
that a substantial number of people are not reporting these crimes because they feel nothing will come of it. ‘ 

 
e. One accident occurred requiring medical transport last month.  A recreational jogger fell after tripping on a Middle 

Park trail.  The jogger was watching some horses ahead of him when he fell.  He suffered abrasions and an 
unspecified hip injury.  

 
4. Natural Resource Management 

 
a. Crew leader Trails Training – The City partnered with Chico Velo Trailworks to offer a free training on April 14, 2018 

on how to maintain and construct trails to those who were interested in becoming crew leaders to lead volunteer 
trail sessions in Bidwell Park. The very informative training, which included both classroom and on-site field work, 
was instructed by the Andrew Pellkofer of Trail Laboratories, Inc. 

 
5. Outreach and Education 

 
a. Ranger James LeDonne conducted a park interpretive program for residents of the Lodge at the Sierra Sunrise 

facility in California Park.  Highlights included park history and flora and fauna.  Our well-worn taxidermy collection 
brought lots of discussion about the animals of the park as well as a lot of old timer stories.  Ranger LeDonne also 
focused on easy access points to the park for senior visitation. The group showed an interest in visiting the City’s 
newest park, Comanche Creek for a ranger led tour. 

 
b. Ranger Lisa Barge was able to share career path information for Durham High School students through a Q & A 

format.  What surprised students was the depth of agencies and job duties among the two career paths generally 
referred to as Interpretive or Law Enforcement.  

 
6. Volunteer and Donor Program 

 
a. CATS in the Community– Over 25 CSUC students came out to Bidwell Park to celebrate Cesar Chavez Day by 

contributing their volunteer service to the Chico community. 
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MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 

 
Table 1.  Monthly Volunteer Hours 
 

 
 

 

Parks and Greenway PALS  (Partners, Ambassadors, Leaders & Stewards) Volunteer Activities, March 2018

Date Location Agency Task # of Volunteers Total Hours Leader

All of March Bidwell Park Parks Division PW Ambassadors 124 1226 Shane Romain

various CCG FCCG Veg. Mgmt 1 6.50 Sara Stowe

various CCG FCCG Veg. Mgmt., Misc. 1 31.00 Susan Mason

various CCG FCCG Veg. Mgmt; trash pick-up 1 29.75 Liz Stewart

various CCG FCCG Gen. Cleanup 1 9.00 Janet Ellner

various CCG FCCG Veg. Mgmt 1 4.25 Ira Wydner

various various  Gen Cleanup 1 5.5 S. Mason

various various CCW shopping cart roundup 5 25 Dan Bringolf

3/3/2018 1 Mile CAVE Gen. cleanup 4 12 Shane Romain

3/5/2018 Comanche Creek Greenway FCCG Veg. Mgmt 4 4.75 Emily Alma

3/8/2018 1 Mile CAVE Gen. cleanup 3 9 Shane Romain

3/10/2018 Lindo Channel CCW Gen. cleanup 5 15 Dan Bringolf

3/10/2018 5 Mile FOBP Veg. Mgmt 8 24 Elaine Ellsmore

3/10/2018 1 Mile  Noon Rotary Sign replacement 7 21 Ann Willman

3/10/2018 Little Chico Creek Chico 1st Gen. cleanup 11 33 Rob Berry

3/10/2018 1 Mile CAVE Gen. cleanup 10 30 Shane Romain

3/22/2018
City 

City of 

Chico/FCCG
Coordination Meeting

5 5.00 Linda Herman

3/24/2018 Humboldt Rd. RTW Gen. cleanup 6 18.00 Debbie Meline

3/10/2018 Lindo Channel CCW Gen. cleanup 5 15 Dan Bringolf

3/10/2018 Lindo Channel CCW Gen. cleanup 7 21 Dan Bringolf

3/25/2018 CCG FCCG Veg. Mgmt; trash pick-up 5 14.50 Susan Mason

3/28/218 CCG FCCG

planning for 3/31/18 

projects 4 6.00 Susan Mason; Heidi Gysin

3/30/2018 1 Mile CSUC CATS Gen. cleanup 23 69.00 Matt Coxhill

3/31/2018 CCG FCCG

Renovation; 

Vegetation Mgmt. 10 30.50 Susan Mason

TOTAL HRS 1665
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Table 2.  Monthly Maintenance Hours.  

 
 
 

Table  3. Monthly Incidents     

03/16/2018 Middle Park Vehicle Burglary Cop Logic 

03/18/2018 Middle Park Vehicle Burglary Cop Logic 

03/23/2018 Middle Park Vehicle Burglary Cop Logic 

03/23/2018 Middle Park Vehicle Burglary Cop Logic 

03/24/2018 Middle Park 484-Theft from vehicle Cop Logic 

03/29/2018 Upper Park Vehicle Burglary Cop Logic 

04/02/2018 Middle Park Accident/Injury Transport 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Category Staff Hours % of Total

% Change from 

Last Month 2018 Trend

1. Safety 157 24.5% 106.8%

2. Infrastructure Maintenance 166 25.9% 72.5%

3. Vegetation Maintenance 80 12.5% 210.5%

4. Admin Time/Other 238 37.1% 111.2%

Monthly Totals 640 100% 102.1%
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 

Figure 1 PALS spring volunteer orientation 

 

Figure 2 CATS in the Community 

 

Figure 3 Class portion of trails training 
Figure 4 Field portion of trails training 

 



BPPC Park Division Report Meeting Date 4/30/18  

 
DATE: 04/27/18 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: Street Trees Division Report 

 

NARRATIVE 
Updates 

 
a. City of Chico Public Works has been invited by Cal-Fire to submit a full proposal for an Urban and Community 

Forestry Greenhouse Gas Reduction fund grant. 
 

b. Senior Tree Trimmer field test interviews were held. A conditional offer of employment has been made 
subject to successful background and medical clearance. 

 
c. Seasonal aide interviews were held. Two candidates have conditional offers of employment in the Tree 

Division subject to background and medical clearance. 
 
d. Letters have been sent to select businesses regarding parking lot shade trees. 
 
e. April 14th, Tree Division, Parks and Stream Team hosted a Rotarian group of volunteers in Bidwell Park. 

Over 230 willows were planted in the bioswale along Vallombrosa between Madrone and Crister. 
. 
f. Meetings with representatives from Enloe Medical Center were held to review tree pruning plans on City 

street trees adjacent to the medical facility. Work is scheduled to commence sometime in May. 
 
g. UFM has started research on the descendants of Hooker Oak as part of the plans for the updated Heritage 

Tree Program. 
 
h. April 21st, Tree Division in partnership with Chico Tree Advocates hosted a free tree giveaway to volunteer 

participants at the Parks Divisions Earth Day volunteer event at Sycamore field. 
 
i.  April 27th, Tree Division hosted an Arbor Day celebration with CSU Institute for Sustainable Development. 

Five Tupelo trees were planted. Chair Stoller recited the City of Chico Arbor Day Proclamation. 
 
Planning/Monitoring 

 
a. Tree Permits – The UFM approved fifteen permits in February. Three removal permits were denied. 
 
b.  Damage Reports – UFM completed two damage report for Risk Management. 

 
Planning and Building development 

 
a. UFM reviewed four development plans.  Tree issues encountered included alternative tree species choices 

and shade calculations queries. 
 
b. Two accident reports to Risk were completed. 

 
Miscellaneous 

 
a. UFM continued discussions with landscape architects working on the Bruce Road widening project and to 

revise the tree palette. 
 
b. UFM worked with Code enforcement regarding unauthorized and inappropriate plantings in the public 

right-of-way. 



Maintenance 
 

a. The tree contractor removed hangers adjacent to Citrus Elementary School. 
 

b. Aphid control spraying was completed. Individual trees were also treated for Elm leaf beetle infestations. 
 
c. Large oak safety removals were completed along Vallombrosa. 
 
d. Removal of Priority 1 large dead, dying and diseased trees is ongoing. 
 
Outreach and Education 

 

a UFM held meetings with BEC and Butte County Master gardeners to start planning citizen tree planting 
classes for the Fall and Spring season. 

 
b.  UFM assisted BEC with a California Re-leaf grant submission to plant trees in the City right-of-way. Plans 

include extensive citizen outreach and education. This will complement the Cities Green House Gas 
Reduction Fund grant, if successful. 

 
Street Trees 
 
a. The Street Tree Supervisors monthly summary data tables for February are included below in this report.   
 
b. The 2018 priority tree removal list is ongoing. 
  
Upcoming Issues/Miscellaneous 

 

a. The City will submit the full Cal-Fire grant proposal by the end of May 2018.   
 
b. Analysis of viable tree planting sites in the City right-of-way is ongoing. Interns from CSU have analyzed 

over 4000 identified tree planting locations. This research will be used to optimize future tree planting 
efforts.  Analysis of old tree removal stump sites have also been identified in the field to analyze future 
planting viability. 

 
c. Preparations are being made to commence tree pruning along main designated trails in Bidwell Park. It will 

likely be five years before all trees can be pruned due to funding.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Figure 1. M&S Wesley Tree removing dead tree on Mulberry Street  Figure 2. Developer working with UFM to save a tree in 

sidewalk redevelopment 

Figure 3. April 14th Rotary club willow tree planting. Bidwell Park. Figure 4. Earth Day CCC crew and Chico Tree Advocates free tree 

give-away April 21st  
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