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Public Works Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared: 9/21/2023 
965 Fir Street Agenda Posted:  9/22/2023 
Chico, CA  95928 Prior to:   6:00 p.m. 
(530) 896-7800 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
SEPTEMBER 25, 2023, 6:00 PM  

City Council Chambers - 421 Main Street, Chico CA 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 965 Fir Street, Chico 
during normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/ 

 
 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  
 

1.1. Call to Order 
 

1.2. Roll Call 
 

 
2. CONSENT AGENDA  

 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 

 
2.1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 8/28/23 BPPC MEETINGS 

 
Action:  Approve minutes of the BPPC’s 8/28/23 Regular Meeting.  
 

2.2. PERMIT TO HOLD MOUNTAIN BIKE RACES IN UPPER BIDWELL PARK ON SEPTEMBER 30 AND 
OCTOBER 01, 2023. 
 
Chico State Cycling (Applicant) requests a permit to hold several two-day mountain bike races on both sides 
of Upper Bidwell Park with creek crossings at Lot T.  Commission approval is required for this event because 
it is a multi-day event to be held in a typically non-reservable area.   
 
Recommendation:  P&NRM requests conditional approval or other BPPC direction. 
 

3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – IF ANY  

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  
 

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda; 
comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this meeting on requests 
made under this section of the agenda. 

 
5. PUBLIC HEARINGS   NONE 
 
6. REGULAR AGENDA 

 
6.1. CONSIDERATION OF AN APPLICATION FROM SPRINGBOARD CONNECTIVITY TO HOLD A 

WALK/RUN FUNDRAISER IN UPPER BIDWELL PARK ON 10/29/23. 
 

Springboard Connectivity (Applicant) requests a permit to hold a walk/run  from 10 am to 2 p.m. on Sunday 
October 29, 2023 in Upper Bidwell Park.  Commission approval is required for this event because it is a new 
applicant and event to be held in a typically non-reservable area.  (Report –Linda Herman, Park & Natural 
Resources Manager) 
 
Recommendation:  P&NRM requests conditional approval or other BPPC direction. 
 

 

http://www.chico.ca.us/
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6.2. UPDATE ON THE SWORN RANGER PROGRAM. 
 

At its 8/28/23 meeting, the Commission had questions regarding the status of the Sworn Ranger Program 
reported in the Parks Division Report and requested further discussion of this program for tonight’s meeting. 
(Report –Erik Gustafson, Public Work Director – Operations & Maintenance) 
 
Recommendation:  None, this is an informational and discussion item. 
 

 
7. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 
Items provided for the Commission’s information only.  No action can be taken on any of the items unless the 
Commission agrees to include it on a subsequent posted agenda. 

 
7.1. Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager. 

 
7.2. Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager. 

 
 

8. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Adjourn to the next regular meeting on October 30, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. in the Council Chamber of the Chico 
Municipal Center building located at 421 Main Street, Chico, California.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to 

request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least three working days prior 
to the meeting. 
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CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

MINUTES OF THE 
AUGUST 28, 2023 REGULAR MEETING  

 
 

1.  REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  
 

    1.1. Call to Order  
 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Thomas-Petty at 6:01 pm.  
 
    1.2. Roll Call  
 

Commissioners Present:   
Jesse Alexander 
John Blachley 
Jeff Glatz 
Nichole Nava  
Megan Thomas-Petty 
Anjanette Shadley 
Jenny Scheer 
 
Commissioners Absent:  None 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager (UFM) 
Jennifer Garlinghouse, Administrative Assistant 
Erik Gustafson, Public Works Director, Operations & Maintenance 
Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager (P&NRM) 
Skyler Lipski, Deputy Public Works Director-O&M 
Shane Romain, Assistant Park & Natural Resources Manager 

 
2.  CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
  All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 
 
 2.1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 5/22/23 and 6/19/23 BPPC MEETINGs. 
 

Action: Approve minutes of the BPPC’s 5/22/23 Regular Meeting and the 6/19/23 Special 
Meeting. 
 

2.2. PERMIT TO HOLD A 1/2 MARATHON AND 4 MILE ENDURANCE CHALLENGE RUN IN 
UPPER BIDWELL PARK ON OCTOBER 22, 2023. 
 
Fleet Feet Chico (“Applicant”) has submitted an application to reserve portions of Upper Bidwell 
Park for a ½ Marathon and a 4 Mile Endurance run/race on October, 23, 2023.  The Commission 
is considering this application because it will be held in several non-reservable areas on the north 
and south sides of Big Chico Creek, and will include the creek crossings at Lot U and Lot T.  
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval of the permit. 

 
Item 2.2 was removed from the Consent Agenda by several Commissioners to ask the Applicant 
some questions. 
 
A motion to approve item 2.1-Meeting Minutes was made by Commissioner Glatz and seconded 
by Commissioner Nava .   
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The motion carried as follows: 
 
AYES: Commissioners Shadley, Blachley, Nava, Glatz, Sheer, Vice-Chair Alexander and Chair 

Thomas-Petty. 
 
NOES: None 
 
ABSENT: None 
 

3.  ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT –   
 
2.2 PERMIT TO HOLD A 1/2 MILE AND 4 MILE ENDURANCE CHALLENGE RUN IN UPPER 

BIDWELL PARK ON OCTOBER 22, 2023. 
 
Fleet Feet Chico (“Applicant”) has submitted an application to reserve portions of Upper Bidwell 
Park for a ½ Mile Marathon and a 4 Mile Endurance run/race on October, 23, 2023.  The 
Commission is considering this application because it will be held in several non-reservable areas 
on the north and south sides of Big Chico Creek, and will include the creek crossings at Lot U and 
Lot T.  
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval of the permit. 
 
Commissioner 

 
A motion to approve this event was made by Commissioner Glatz and seconded by 
Commissioner Scheer. 
 
The motion carried as follows: 
 
AYES: Commissioners Shadley, Blachley, Nava, Glatz, Scheer, Vice-Chair Alexander and 

Chair Thomas-Petty. 
 
NOES: None 
 
ABSENT: None 

 
4.  NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS –  
 

4.1 CONSIDERATION OF AN APPEAL OF A DENIED TREE REMOVAL PERMIT FOR 4 
STONEHAVEN COURT.  

 
Applicants Dr. Michael and Christina Gulbransen are requesting to remove a willow tree in 
Belvedere Preserve located behind their property at 4 Stonehaven Ct. The applicants cite family 
health concerns, fire hazard risk, and concerns for newly installed swimming pool as justification 
for removal. (Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager) 

 
Recommendation: The Urban Forest Manager requests that Bidwell Park & Playground 
Commission (BPPC) review the facts of the appeal, advocating for a balanced evaluation 
considering all aspects, including regulatory adherence, individual medical concerns, landscape 
preservation, and potential infrastructure damage to provide Staff with direction going forward.  
 
Commissioner Shadley recused herself from this agenda item stating she knew Gulbransen’s 
neighbor who sent in a letter of support of the tree removal. 
 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Gulbransen provided more information regarding their reasons for appealing against 
the Urban Forest Manager’s denial of this tree removal permit.  There were no other public 
comments received on this item. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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After much discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Glatz to uphold the appeal and 
allow the removal of the tree.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Alexander. 
 
The motion failed due to the following tie vote: 
 
AYES: Commissioners Glatz, Scheer, and Vice-Chair Alexander  
 
NOES: Commissioners Blachley, Nava, and Chair Thomas-Petty. 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
RECUSED:  Commissioner Shadley 

 
5. REGULAR AGENDA  
 

5.1. PRESENTATION ON THE IRON CANYON FISH PASSAGE PROJECT IN UPPER BIDWELL 
PARK. 

 
The Commission will receive an update and presentation from Cal Trout and some of our other 
partners on the Iron Canyon Fish Passage grant project in Upper Bidwell Park. (Report- Linda 
Herman, P&NRM) 

 
Recommendation:  None, this is an informational item only. 

 
A presentation and update on the project was provided by Holly Swan from CalTrout, Eli Goodsell 
from the Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve, and He Lo Ramirez from the Mechoopda Tribe of 
Chico Rancheria.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There were no public comments on this item. 
 
 

There was no direction or action taken by the Commission on this item. 
 

6.  PUBLIC COMMENTS.  
 

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the 
agenda; comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this 
meeting on requests made under this section of the agenda. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Jim Sweeny, Joel (no last name given), and John Peters provided comments regarding Upper Park.    
 
 
After hearing concerns from the public, several Commissioners inquired about the status of having 
more Park Ranger coverage in Bidwell Park and requested Staff provide more information at the next 
meeting. 
 

7.  REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS.  
 

The following items were provided for the Commission’s information only.   
 
7.1.  Parks Division Report – Linda Herman, Park, and Natural Resources Manager 
 
7.2. Street Tree Division Report – Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 
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8. ADJOURNMENT  
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. to the next regular BPPC meeting on September 25, 2023 at 
6:00 P.M. in the Council Chamber of the Chico Municipal Center building located at 421 Main Street, 
Chico, California.   
 

 
Date Approved: ___/___/___ 
 
 
Prepared by:  
 
 
_________________________________________   _____________________ 
Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resources Manager    Date  

 
 
 
Distribution: BPPC  
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BPPC Staff Report  Meeting Date 9/25/23 

DATE: 9/21/23 

TO: Bidwell Park & Playground Commission 

FROM: Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Chico State Cycling Mountain Bike Races in Upper Park, 9/30/23 and 10/01/23 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Chico State Cycling (Applicant) is requesting to hold several mountain bike races over the course of 2 days in Middle and 
Upper Bidwell Park on 9/30/23 and 10/01/23 this year.  There will be four races, a downhill, Super D, cross country, and a 
short track cross country, on established trails. Please see attached application and race map.  There will be various starting 
points during this 2-day four race event. The Applicant expects approximately 100 participants. 

Recommendation: Conditional approval or other Bidwell Park & Playground Commission direction. 

Event Details  
Date of Application 8/31/2023 
Date of Event 9/30/2023 and 10/01/2023 
Time of Event 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day 
Event Name Mountain Bike Race 
Applicant Name Chico State Cycling 
Location Northside and southside of Upper Park 
Description Mountain Bike Races (4 races-downhill, Super D, Cross Country, Short Track) 
New Event? ☐Yes ☒ No.  2nd year
# Participants 100 

City Fees Paid Approximately $340 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

This is a two-day event in a non-intensive use area. 

CONDITIONS: 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 

1. Continued adherence to all park rules.
2. Racers are to be cognizant of and courteous to park users during the event and announce/slow down when

approaching hikers and other park users.
3. If closed areas of the park need to be accessed or opened, a monitor shall be placed at the gate to let racers in

only.
4. Set-up vehicles shall be restricted to one vehicle in closed areas, travel on established gravel and paved roads

only, and comply with all speed and safety laws.
5. The applicant must provide sufficient monitoring and signage to notify other park users of the event and to keep

racers on the established route.
6. Signage must also be self-standing where possible or affixed to park infrastructure and not trees.
7. Monitors will also be needed to direct traffic if /when the race route crosses the road.
8. If Park trails are closed due to wet or unsafe conditions, the race courses will need to be altered accordingly and

approved by the Park Division. Applicant to submit an alternative wet weather compliant route to the Park Division.
9. The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the race courses at the conclusion of the event and remove all

signs, flags and course markings as well as pick up any associated trash.

Attachments: Application and Permit for Park Use/Map 
Distribution:  Brock Gierke, Chico State Cycling 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                            Meeting Date 9/25/23 

 
DATE: 9/21/23 

TO: Bidwell Park & Playground Commission 

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park & Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Springboard Connectivity Run/Walk Fundraiser in Upper Park on 10/29/23.  

 
REPORT IN BRIEF: 
 
Springboard Connectivity (Applicant) is requesting to host a run/walk fundraiser in Upper Bidwell Park on Sunday 10/29/23.    
The route map, which will include North Rim Trail, B-Trail and Upper Park Road, is attached with the application.  Since this 
is a new event, the applicant is unsure how many attendees there will be, but paid fees for up to 150 people.  Insurance will 
also be required for this event.  The funds raised will be used to dig water wells in Kenya. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Conditional approval or other Bidwell Park & Playground Commission direction. 
 
EVENT DETAILS:  
 

Date of Application 9/13/2023 
Date of Event 10/29/2023 
Time of Event 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  
Event Type Walk/Run Fundraiser 
Applicant Name Springboard Connectivity 
Location Northside of Upper Park 
Description Walk/Run) 
New Event? ☒Yes             ☐   No.   
# Participants Up to 150 

City Fees Paid Approximately $265 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

This is a new event in a non-intensive use area.  

 
CONDITIONS: 
 
Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 

1. Continued adherence to all park rules. 
2. Participants are to be cognizant of and courteous to other park users.   
3. If closed areas of the park need to be accessed or opened, a monitor shall be placed at the gate to let  in only.   
4. Set-up vehicles shall be restricted to one vehicle in closed areas, travel on established gravel and paved roads 

only, and comply with all speed and safety laws. 
5. The applicant must provide sufficient monitoring and signage to notify other park users of the event and to keep 

participants on the established route.   
6. Signage must also be self-standing where possible or affixed to park infrastructure and not trees. 
7. Monitors will also be needed to direct traffic if /when the route crosses the road. 
8. If Park trails are closed due to wet or unsafe conditions, the event may need to be altered accordingly and 

approved by the Park Division.  
9. The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the walk/run route at the conclusion of the event and remove all 

signs, flags and route markings as well as pick up any associated trash. 
 

Attachments: Application and Permit for Park Use/Map 
 
Distribution:  Christopher Kokoll, Springboard Connectivity 
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 9/25/23 
 
 

DATE: 9/20/23 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Linda Herman, Park and Natural Resources Manager 

SUBJECT: Parks Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

 
1. Updates  

 
a. Bidwell Park Road Improvements – The Engineering Department is still working on the conceptual circulation 

design for South Park Drive from the entrance at 4th Street to the exit past Caper Acres.  They will present the 
design either next month or in November. In the meantime, Public Works O&M crews will be working on repairing 
potholes and sections of both Petersen and South Park Drive to prepare for the winter.  O&M crews are also 
working on the section of Upper Park Road from Wildwood to Horseshoe Lake to prepare for a slurry seal 
treatment in late Spring of 2024.  Work will also begin to pave Lot A to prepare for the installation of the one of 
two parking fee pay station/kiosks.  A draft conceptual idea of the configuration of Parking Lot A is attached to 
this report. 

 
b. Bidwell Park Golf Course Improvements – The Bidwell Park Golf Course will be improving and paving the cart 

path from the 12th green down to the bike/pedestrian bridge across Big Chico Creek.  They will be moving the 
path slightly to the right to make the transition down to the bridge less steep and a safer path of travel for golfers 
and the public.  For this work, the bridge over Big Chico Creek and portions of Yahi Trail will be closed from 
Monday September 25, 2023 through Wednesday September 27, 2023.  The work was originally scheduled for 
March 2023 but was postponed due to wet weather. 
 

c. Monkey Face Trail Grant – On 9/14/23, the CA Department of Parks and Recreation conducted a site visit 
regarding the Park Division’s application for a Recreational Trails Grant for the proposed Monkey Face Trail 
Rehabilitation project.  This is a highly competitive grant with over 30 applications received, so Staff and the City’s 
consultants were glad to be given the opportunity to provide more detailed information on the project. 

 
2. Maintenance Program 

 
Staff provides on a daily basis the cleaning and safety inspections of all recreation areas including grounds, 
playgrounds, picnic sites, roads, and paths, coupled with the weekend cleaning and re-supplying of all open park 
restrooms. Maintenance and repair of park fixtures, daily opening of gates, posting reservations and the removal of 
graffiti from all park infrastructure.   
 

a. Lower Park:  Park staff did a thorough cleaning and inspection of the Tunnel going under Mangrove at Annies 
Glen.  The electrical control box for the sump pump was vandalized.  It was repaired and new locks were installed.  
The water discharge outlet tube was vandalized as well, Staff repaired and rebuilt the discharge pipe and cover.  
Staff started raising vegetation elevations in the park.  This will be an ongoing effort.  The pool has been closed 
for the year.  Fall material was added to the Caper Acres playground. Park staff has made a big push to remove 
the invasive Pokeweed throughout the park.  Staff replaced 5 boards on the foot bridge at Hwy 99 Overpass.  
Picnic site #13 had a new concrete table and new trash can installed.  Six new memorial bricks were installed in 
Caper Acres. 

 
b. Middle Park:  The Five Mile Recreation Area has become very popular for park reservations, so Staff spends a 

lot of time preparing the area for these events.   
 

c. Upper Park:  Replaced a post, mounting brackets and split rails after a car drove clean through the fence at 
Horseshoe Lake Lot E. The drinking fountain and Lot E was replaced with one that has a pet filler station as well 
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as a bottle filler station.   Staff removed multiple trees and large branches that came down on Annie Bidwell trail.  
Some trail work was done on the staircase that leads down from Alligator hole parking lot. 

d. Greenway Parks: Park crew assisted with the encampment cleanup at Depot Park. 
 

e. Upcoming Projects: The final stages of prep are complete and the installation of the split rail fencing at the Deer 
Pens should be installed soon.  Additional work on installing new Vita Course equipment is on the calendar.  
Crews will also be prepping up for leaf pick up season. 
 

3. Volunteer and Donor Program 
 

a. 36th Annual Bidwell Park and Creeks Cleanup – Fifteen (15) Public Works staff members and approximately 40 
volunteers teamed up with the Butte Environmental Council on September 16th. Staff and volunteers removed 
100 cubic yards of debris weighing 10 tons from Big Chico Creek between the railroad tracks and Nord Ave. The 
final total number of volunteers and volume of debris collected during the event will be available by next month’s 
report. 

 
b.  CSU, Chico Community Action Volunteers in Education (CAVE)– CAVE’s Adopt a Park program is back in 

session. 12 student volunteers work on various projects in Lower Bidwell Park for 3 hours every Friday through 
early December.  

 
c. PALS Volunteer Appreciation Event – The Park Division will be holding its annual PALS Recognition BBQ/Potluck 

on Saturday October 7, 2023 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the One Mile Oak Grove Picnic Area.  The event is to thank 
all of our wonderful volunteers for their continued time, hard work, and commitment to our parks and greenways.  

 
d. Make a Difference Day – October 21st is Make a Difference Day in Bidwell Park. Volunteers will focus on 

vegetation management in the 1-mile area. 
 

e. Donations – Monthly Donation of $250 from Peter Washington and $195.91 from Mary Linton-Mitchell. 
 
f. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities – 

i. Volunteer Calendar – To find out about upcoming volunteer events please CLICK HERE or visit 
https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar 
 
 

MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 
 

Table 1.  Monthly Public Permits 

 
 
 

https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
https://www.chico.ca.us/post/volunteer-calendar
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Table 2.  Monthly Volunteer Hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parks and Greenways -PALS-  (Partners, Ambassadors, Leaders & Stewards) Volunteer Activities, August 23

Date Location Partner/Agency # of Volunteers  Hrs. Worked

# of Vols Xs 
Hrs. = Total 

Hrs. Task Leader

Various
Chico Parks and 

Greenways PALS 104 N/A 1026 Park Ambassadors Shane Romain
8/4/2023 Comanche & Teichert Friends of Comanche Creek 8 4 32 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
8/4/2023 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 10 3 30 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
8/6/2023 1 Mile Council Ring CA Climate Action Corps 8 3 24 Vegetation Mgmt. Ed Perez
8/7/2023 Lower Park PALS Ivy League 3 1.5 12 Vegetation Mgmt. Linda Calbreath
8/9/2023 Wind Chime Friends of Comanche Creek 2 3 6 General Cleanup Liz Stewart

8/11/2023 Comanche & Teichert Friends of Comanche Creek 8 3 24 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
8/11/2023 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 7 3 21 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
8/13/2023 1 Mile Council Ring CA Climate Action Corps 8 3 24 Vegetation Mgmt. Ed Perez
8/14/2023 Wind Chime Friends of Comanche Creek 2 2 4 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
8/18/2023 Comanche & Teichert Friends of Comanche Creek 5 3 15 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
8/18/2023 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 6 3 18 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
8/19/2023 Lindo Channel Chico Community Watch 6 3 18 General Cleanup Dan Bringolf
8/25/2023 Verbena Fields Traditional Ecological Knowledge 6 3 18 Vegetation Mgmt. Cathryn Carkhuff
8/25/2023 Comanche & Teichert Friends of Comanche Creek 10 3 30 General Cleanup Liz Stewart
8/30/2023 Wind Chime Friends of Comanche Creek 3 2 6 General Cleanup Liz Stewart

TOTAL HRS. 1308
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Table 3.  Monthly Parks and Greenways Cleanup totals 

 
 

Encampment Cleanups,  Aug 2023

Date Location Coop. Org. # of Staff
Hours 

Worked
People Xs 

Hours Total
Total Debris 
(cubic yards)

Total Debris 
(lbs)

Total Debris 
(tons)

8/1/2023 East Ave BP 3 1 3 2 700 0.35
8/1/2023 Lindo at Madrone 3 1 3 1 350 0.175
8/1/2023 CARD center 3 2 6 9 3,150 1.575
8/2/2023 Behind Caper 3 0.5 1.5 1 350 0.175
8/3/2023 16th and Oakdale 2 0.5 1 1 350 0.175
8/3/2023 Annie's Glen 2 1 2 1 350 0.175
8/3/2023 LCC at 99 2 1.5 3 5 1,750 0.875
8/7/2023 Picnic site 1 3 0.5 1.5 1 350 0.175
8/8/2023 Teichert Ponds 3 3 9 4 1,400 0.7
8/9/2023 Teichert Ponds 3 3 9 3 1,050 0.525
8/9/2023 Lindo at Cohasset 3 1 3 5 1,750 0.875

8/10/2023 N Depot Park 20 8 160 180 29,460 14.73
8/15/2023 Vallombrosa/Sheridan 3 0.5 1.5 1 350 0.175
8/16/2023 Sycamore Levee BCSO - 16 people 5 5 105 65 7,202 3.601
8/17/2023 Site 37 3 1 3 1 350 0.175
8/18/2023 North Cedar BP 3 1 3 5 1,750 0.875
8/21/2023 Mercer Grove 3 1 3 1 350 0.175
8/21/2023 Manzanita Ct CCW 3 1 3 4 1,400 0.7
8/21/2023 Montecito 3 0.5 1.5 0.5 175 0.0875
8/21/2023 Site 5 3 1 3 1 350 0.175
8/21/2023 Vallombrosa/Post Office 3 0.5 1.5 0.5 175 0.0875
8/22/2023 Cohasset and Cohasset 3 7 21 15 5,250 2.625
8/24/2023 Tiechert Rose River 3 2 6 3 1,050 0.525
8/24/2023 Rio Lindo BP and Alba 3 1.5 4.5 4 1,400 0.7
8/28/2023 Annie's Glen 3 0.5 1.5 1 350 0.175
8/31/2023 Depot 18 12 216 360 51,240 25.62

TOTAL HRS
TOTALCUBIC 

YARDS TOTAL  LBS TOTAL TONS
576 675 112,402 56
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

Figure 1 – BEC Cleanup Big Chico Creek Site 1 Before  Figure 2 -  BCC Site 1 After 

Figure 3 BCC Site 2 Before  Figure 4 = BCC Site 3 After 

 
Figure 5 Happy and Tired Staff at BCC cleanup 

 
Figure 6- Annie's Tunnel Discharge Repair 
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 09/25/23 
 
 

DATE: 09/25/23 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Richie Bamlet, Urban Forest Manager 

SUBJECT: Tree Division Report 

 
NARRATIVE 

 
1. Updates  

 
a. Recruitment – A candidate has been selected for the Maintenance Worker position.  

 
2. Planning/Monitoring 

 
a. Damage Reports: One damage report was sent to Risk Management in August. 

 
3. Planning and Building Development 

 
a. Landscape reviews:  Eleven development plans were reviewed. Permit comments in the City TRAKIT permit system 

included species choice and suitable alternatives, correct plan presentation protocols, tree mitigation ratios, and 
use of inorganic mulch in landscape areas. Proposed tree planting mitigation plans were also reviewed as well as 
proposed remedies for a cell tower/tree conflict. 

 
4. Miscellaneous 

 
a. Public Works received one call from a homeowner who had received notice of cancellation of homeowner insurance 

subject to tree trimming requirements of adjacent city-owned trees. Tree Division is working with the homeowner 
to satisfy insurance requirements. It is anticipated that more notifications of cancellation will be served to 
homeowners as they approach renewal periods.   

 
b. Free shade trees - Public Works continues to accept citizen requests for new shade trees ahead of the community 

tree planting event on December 9. Residents wishing to receive a new shade tree should submit a request to 
Butte Environmental Council by visiting https://www.becnet.org/urbanforest 
 

c. The tree removal appeal that was held at the 8/28/23 BPPC meeting was appealed to city council. The appeal 
shall be agendized at the 10/17/23 city council meeting. 

 
d. UFM met onsite with representatives of California Park HOA and Hignell. Possible candidates for Heritage tree 

status were assessed.  
 
5. Maintenance 

 
a. Tree watering City tree watering operations continued in August. Fortunately, mortality due to extreme heat is 

negligible. This is due to selection of trees that have low or moderate water use, use of slow drip watering devices 
and adequate quantities of mulch to stop excessive evaporation. 

 
b. In August 196 calls for service were received. 105 (53%) were for cracked, hanging, or fallen limbs. This is in line 

with July during the warm weather. Thankfully staffing levels were sufficient to keep abreast of all the service calls. 
See Figure 2.  
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6. Outreach, Training and Education 
 

 
a. Cal Fire representatives visited Chico to meet staff involved with the “Seed to Shade” program. The tour concluded 

with a visit to Butte Environmental Council offices to hear about collaborations with the city to organize 
community tree planting events as well as other possible grant opportunities to increase Chico’s tree canopy. 

 
b. UFM attended a webinar “Data-Driven Decision-Making with Smart Tree Inventories.” 

 
c. Staff attended a training day on pruning techniques. See Figure 3 

 
 

7. Street Tree Supervisor Report 
 
The Street Tree Supervisor's monthly summary data tables for August 2023 are included below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a. Table 1 August Staff hours 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Table 2 August Staff productivity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Category Staff Hours % of Total
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
Tree Crew Hours

1. Safety 200 12.2% 169.5%
2. Tree Work 1141 69.8% 109.0%
3. Special Projects 66 4.0% 110.0%
4. Admin Time/Other 227 13.9% 97.8%

Monthly Totals 1634 100.0% 112.1%

Item Values
% Change from 

Last Month Trend
5. Productivity

Calls
Call Outs 169 80.1%
Service Requests: Submitted 0 -
Service Requests: Completed 148 85.1%
Sub Total 0 -

Trees
Planted: Trees 2 -
Pruned 105 98.1%
Removed: Trees (smaller) 0 -
Removed: Stumps 0 -
Removed: Trees 15 500.0%
Sub Total 122 110.9%



BPPC Staff Report Page 3 of 4 September 2023 

8. Upcoming Issues

a. Dudek continues to work on corrections and errors to finalize the UFMP. Once this stage is complete, hard copies
will be printed.

b. UFM is working on the new RFP for the tree trimming contract.
c. UFM is working on RFP for Seed to Shade contract support to provide community tree planting event services.
d. West Coast Arborists (WCA) plan to return to Chico in the coming weeks to complete contractual work including

tree and stump removal.

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Figure 1: 901 Fir St. light pole clearance work. 

Figure 2: Tree limb cleanup on Nord highway. Figure 3: Vallombrosa @ Mangrove training day 
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