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BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION
MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 26, 2007

1. CALL TO ORDER

1.1 Roll Call

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m by Vice Chair Wood
Commissioners Present: David Wood, Acting Chair

Tom Barrett
Stephen Lucas
James Walker
Michael Candela
Lisa Emmerich

Commissioners Absent: Chair Richard Ober

Staff Members Present: Dennis Beardsley, Interim Assistant City Manager
Alicia M. Rock, Assistant City Attorney
Denice Britton, Urban Forester
Linda Herman, Management Analyst
Janice Heckerson, Administrative Assistant

1.2 Public Comments None

2. CONSENT AGENDA

2.1 Approval of Minutes of October 29, 2007

2.2 Approval of a Request from Butte County Department of Public Health to
Waive Public Event Permit Fees for the “Growing Healthy Children
Walk/Run” in Bidwell Park on May 3, 2008

COMMISSIONER CANDELA MOVED TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA. 
COMMISSIONER WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 6-0.

3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS None

4. REGULAR AGENDA

4.1 Items Removed from the Consent Agenda None

4.2 Review and Consideration of a Request from Rabbi Mendy Zweibel of the
Chadbad Jewish Center to Place a Menorah at City Plaza from
December 3-14, 2007
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The menorah is 8 feet x 9 feet, is well constructed, and will be anchored to be safe
in possible storms.  Staff is proposing to place the menorah on the east side wing
of the restroom.  In response to a question from Commissioner Walker, Rabbi
Zweibel said all nine candles would be lighted the first night and not the
traditional one candle per night.

COMMISSIONER CANDELA MOVED TO APPROVE THE REQUEST.  COMMISSIONER
BARRETT SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 6-0

4.3 Committee Meeting of 11/13/07 (Commissioners Barrett and Wood, Ober
absent)

a. Review and consideration of alternative techniques to control Yellow
Starthistle

The committee discussed several possible methods for controlling
starthistle and identified possible locations for testing such methods.  They
requested more information on several points and recommended six steps
to implement a plan for testing in the Park.

From the public:
Anthony Nicosia and Aaron Peaph suggested control methods to consider,
particularly using clover.

COMMISSIONER WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDATIONS.  COMMISSIONER EMMERICH SECONDED THE MOTION
WHICH CARRIED 6-0

5. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

5.1 Interim Assistant City Manager’s Report

a. Baroni Park is finished and looks sharp; dedication will be in spring.
b. Chico Creek Nature Center will be completed by end of December
c. One-Mile Dam Project will be done in mid-December.  The pool will be

filled for testing next week and the pump house will be done in 2-3 weeks.
d. Council Actions/correspondence

i. Budget Presentations
ii. Information from San Carlos Parks Foundation

5.2 Monthly Reports
a. Park Crews and Rangers

5.3 Urban Forester/Street Trees Report
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The Department of Forestry is considering grant applications from the City and 
will let us know the first of 2008.  Crews have started putting up Christmas tree
lights in City Plaza.  The BPPC will need to appoint a representative on the Ad
Hoc Committee regarding tree preservation ordinance.

5.4 Volunteer Coordinator Report
The report contains a list of donations, which includes a water pump to be used at
restoration sites in the Park and along greenways.

5.5 Correspondence
Letter from Mike McCrady and Pat Orr regarding Development Review for a
project to divide a parcel at 3rd and Orient Streets near Annie’s Glenn.  (Letter
was provided to Commission at the meeting)

6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Commissioner Walker questioned whether the City will be doing anything to control the
beavers from damaging trees and making dams on Big Chico Creek.  The Interim
Assistant City Manager stated that, historically, the policy has been to leave them alone
and let the Department of Fish and Game make the call.

7. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled meeting of
December 17, 2007.

APPROVED:

_______________________________________ ___________________________
Janice Heckerson, Administrative Assistant Date
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BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION
MINUTES OF DECEMBER 17, 2007

1. CALL TO ORDER

1.1 Roll Call

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m by Vice Chair Wood
Commissioners Present: Richard Ober, Chair

David Wood
Tom Barrett
James Walker

Commissioners Absent: Lisa Emmerich
Stephen Lucas
Michael Candela

Staff Members Present: Dennis Beardsley, Interim Assistant City Manager
Alicia M. Rock, Assistant City Attorney
Denice Britton, Urban Forester
Linda Herman, Management Analyst
Janice Heckerson, Administrative Assistant

1.2 Public Comments None

2. CONSENT AGENDA

2.1 Approval of Clarified Minutes of October 29, 2007
This item was removed from Consent Agenda by Commissioner Wood.

2.2 Approval of Minutes from Meeting of November 26, 2007

COMMISSIONER WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE ITEM 2.2 OF THE CONSENT
AGENDA.  COMMISSIONER WOOD SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 4-0.

3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS None

4. REGULAR AGENDA

4.1 Items Removed from the Consent Agenda

Approval of Clarified Minutes of October 29, 2007



Page 2

Commissioner Wood wanted to make an addition to the Volunteer Mission
Statement.  It will be put on the January agenda for discussion.

COMMISSIONER WALKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CLARIFIED MINUTES OF
OCTOBER 29, 2007.  COMMISSIONER BARRETT SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH
CARRIED 4-0.

4.2 Review and Consideration of Request from the Chico Bass Club to Place and
Maintain Fishing Line Receptacles

From the public:
Rich Cavanagh, President of Chico Bass Club, said the Club wants to place six
collection tubes at Horseshoe Lake to collect and recycle fishing line that is left
behind at Horseshoe Lake. They would like to put the club logo on each tube, or
at the kiosk. 
Susan Mason, Friends of Bidwell Park, has picked up lots line and sinkers when
the lake was emptied.  Tubes would be placed at high water level

Commissioner Emmerich arrived at 7:30 p.m.

Chair Ober would like to further discuss placement of logos in the Park

COMMISSIONER WOOD MOVED TO GO AHEAD WITH THIS PROJECT AND TO GO
FORTH WITH STATING A POLICY ON PLACING LOGOS.  COMMISSIONER BARRETT
SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED 5-0.

4.3 Consideration of a Request to Establish a Labyrinth in Children’s
Playground

BPPC conceptually approved the request at October 29, 2007 meeting and asked
for more information

From the public:
Marilyn Jennings submitted a proposal giving information on design, funding and
the environmental review process. 

Interim Assistant City Manager (IACM) Beardsley said the landscape architect
now working on the Children’s Playground renovation design will make sure that
the labyrinth is incorporated into the design.

4.4 Review and Consideration of Proposal from Chico Area Recreation District
(CARD) to Establish a Disc Golf Course in Hooker Oak Recreation Area
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Steve Visconti, General Manager of CARD, said the appeals period for the
Environmental Review of the project has ended with no response, he continues to
work with the Equestrian Association, and the Noon Rotary and an Eagle Scout
have offered to help with construction.  Hopes the course will be completed by
March 1, 2008.

From the public:
Susan Mason is hoping volunteers can remove lots of weeds at the site.
John Mertz, Friends of Bidwell Park, has no difficulties with the plan

COMMISSIONER WOOD MOVED TO APPROVE DISC GOLF COURSE AS PRESENTED
BY CARD.     COMMISSIONER WALKER SECONDED THE MOTION WHICH CARRIED
5-0.

4.5 Review and Consideration of a Proposed Bicycle Under Crossing and
Pedestrian Bridge at Annie’s Glen

Senior Civil Engineer Bob Greenlaw and Associate Civil Engineer Jeff Jukkola
presented the proposed plan for Commission review and comment: The
Commission provided the following directions: 
1) lighting for the pathway continuous from downtown to One Mile - approved
2) Drainage concerns near the 100 feet long tunnel.  Commission approved
grading to drain water into Big Chico Creek and no need to pump elsewhere.
3) tree removal of a 30-inch Sycamore tree on the north side of the creek, near
Vallombrosa and realignment of the path to east side of the 48 foot oak near the
entrance to the tunnel.
4) City policy on public art for this project - to be decided in the future.
Commission further recommended lighting on this project match that at the One
Mile Recreation area and that the pedestrian/bike path connect to Poplar street.
5) consider an egress across Vallombrosa to Memorial Way to guide children to  
schools

 
From the public;
Susan Mason made suggestions regarding trash truck routes, removing asphalt,
storm drain filters and neighborhood notification of the project.
Sandy Renault started the idea and likes the project.

COMMISSIONER BARRETT MOVE D TO GO FORWARD WITH THE PROJECT WITH
THE ABOVE RECOMMENDATIONS.  COMMISSIONER WOOD SECONDED THE
MOTION WHICH CARRIED 5-0.

Break from 8:30 to 8:45
Present at 8:45: Commissioner Ober, Wood, Barrett, Emmerich and Walker
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4.6 Report from the Volunteer Committee Meeting of 11/28/07 (Commissioner
Candela, Lucas and Walker)

a. Review and Discussion of Evaluation Tools for the Bidwell Park
Volunteer Program

The committee continues to work on the survey instrument to evaluate the
volunteer program.  Volunteer Coordinator Lisa Smith-Peters will
determine the value of each standard job or project to try to determine the
value of the program.  Commissioner Walker asked if the volunteers might
estimate the value of his/her time donated to determine how much the City
may be saving.
No action required.

4.7 Report from the Master Management Plan Committee Meeting of 12/10/07
(Commissioners Candela, Lucas and Walker)

1. Update on the request from the Bidwell Park Golf Club to consider
items related to the future of the club’s lease

The current lease ends in 2012.  There is a need to address long term
needs in the future contract. The committee will continue discussions with
the Club.

2. Review and consideration of allowing concessions in the One-Mile
Recreation Area

Committee decided not to move forward with this issue unless there is
more interest.  Venders would need to enter into a competitive bid
process, which takes a long time for reply and to process.

Commissioner Wood would like the competitive bid policy included in the
January packet.

From the Public:
Carla Moreno, Park Watch, has run off a vender, but now would know
there could be a policy.

4.8 Appointment of a Commission Member to the Ad-Hoc Tree Preservation
Ordinance Committee

Representatives from Planning Department, BPPC, and the community will make
up the Ad Hoc Committee to review the City’s Tree Preservation Ordinance and
possible revisions.  Commissioner Barrett volunteered to serve as the BPPC
representative and  Commissioner Walker would be the alternate.
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5. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

5.1 Interim Assistant City Manager’s Report
a. Baroni Park - opening first of January, 2008.
b. Chico Creek Nature Center update - 90% completed
c. One-Mile Dam - pool will be taken down during a spring storm event to

wash gravel down stream.  Only the control building portion remains to be
completed.

d. Hooker Oak Recreation Area - bench installation from CARD was
authorized to proceed.

e. Council Actions/Correspondence - None

5.2 Monthly Reports
Park Crews/Ranger

5.3 Urban Forest Manager/Street Trees Report

5.4 Volunteer Coordinator Report

5.5 Correspondence
Letter from Delores Sidener regarding Deer Pens

6. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR None

7. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. to the next regular meeting of January 28, 2008
at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL:

______________________________________ ___________________________
Janice Heckerson, Administrative Assistant Date
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