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Public Works Department, Park Division Agenda Prepared:  11/6/2015 
411 Main Street                                                                                                               Agenda Posted: 11/12/15  
(530) 896-7800 Prior to:   5:00 p.m. 

CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
November 16, 2015, 6:30 pm  

Municipal Center - 421 Main Street, Council Chamber 
 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda are available for public inspection in the Park Division Office at 411 Main Street 
during normal business hours or online at http://www.chico.ca.us/. 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

1.1. Call to Order 

1.2. Roll Call 

2. CONSENT AGENDA  

All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are to be considered routine and enacted by one motion. 

2.1. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

Action:  Approve minutes of BPPC held on 9/28/15. 
 

2.2. Permit Application for Frost or Fog Race (1/23/16).  

Applicant (Under the Sun Events) requests a permit to host a race that starts at 5 Mile Picnic Area and 
extends into Middle and Upper Park.  In addition to the 5K and ¼ Marathon, the applicant has added a 10-
mile race to the event.  Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

 

2.3. Permit Application for Love on the Rocks Run (2/13/16).  

Applicant (Under the Sun Events) requests a permit for a team challenge run.  The event will use the Five 
Mile Picnic Area and uses an out back course on the North Rim Trail with use of the pedestrian bridge on 
the return.  Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

 

2.4. Permit Application for the Jack Frost 10K (12/13/15).  

Applicant (Fleet Feet Sports) requests to host a race that starts in Lower Park and extends into Middle Park.  
Applicant has hosted similar events for the past 6 years.  Much of the route is along paths or trails that can 
accommodate use during wet weather conditions. Recommendation: Conditional approval. 
 

2.5. Permit Application for Boulder and Top Roping Climbing Classes (12/05/15) 

Applicant (CSU Chico, Department of Kinesiology) requests permission to take 2 groups of 10 students 
each from a rock climbing class to Upper Park. The request includes bouldering and top rope climbing.   
Recommendation:  Approval of bouldering request and top roping with conditions. 
 

2.6. Permit Application for Trail Run (6/11/16) 

Applicant (Rim to Rim Ultras) requests to host a trail running race in Upper Bidwell Park.  This is Chico’s 
second ultra-marathon event, featuring a 50 mile distance option. This race will take place on the trails of 
Middle and Upper Bidwell Park.  The start and finish of the race will be at 5 Mile Picnic Area.    
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT – if any 

3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS  -  None 

4. REGULAR AGENDA 

4.1. Consider Grant Proposal from Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) to the City of Chico.   

As part of a pipeline safety program, PG&E will remove trees along a pressurized gas distribution line in 
south Chico.  No City permit or action is required for the removal. Recognizing the importance of trees in 
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the Community and based on feedback from the August 31, 2015 BPPC meeting, PG&E proposes to 
provide funding for the planting of 52 trees.  Staff recommends acceptance of the donations as long as 
the donation exceeds the City’s established In-Lieu Fee for tree replacement.   Recommendation:  
Recommendation to the City Council to accept the donation.   
 
4.2 Bidwell Golf Course Lease Amendment – Solar Array Installation 
Bidwell Park Golf Club, Inc. has requested the installation of a solar array within the golf course. The 
approval of the installation would require a lease amendment. Recommendation: The City Manager 
requests that the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission recommend to the City Council to authorize 
the City Manager to enter the lease amendment. 

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR  

Members of the public may address the Commission at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda; 
comments are limited to three minutes.  The Commission cannot take any action at this meeting on requests made 
under this section of the agenda. 

6. REPORTS  

Items provided for the Commission’s information and discussion.  No action can be taken on any of the items unless 
the Commission agrees to include them to a subsequent posted agenda. 

 

6.1. Review of Chico Rod and Gun Club – Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager.  

6.2. Parks and Street Trees Division Report (September and October) - Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural 
Resource Manager. 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

Adjourn to the next regular meeting on 12/14/15 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of the Chico Municipal Center 
building (421 Main Street, Chico, California). 
 

Please contact the Park Division Office at (530) 896-7800 if you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need 
to request a disability-related modification or accommodation.  This request should be received at least three working 

days prior to the meeting. 
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CITY OF CHICO 
BIDWELL PARK AND PLAYGROUND COMMISSION (BPPC) 

Minutes of  
September 28, 2015 Regular Meeting  

 

1. REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING  

1.1. Call to Order 

Chair Moravec called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.    

1.2. Roll Call 

Commissioners present:    
Mary Brentwood 
Marisa Corley   
Alberto Hernandez 
Jim Moravec 
Janine Rood  
Drew Traulsen 
 

Commissioners absent:   
Valerie Reddemann   
 

Staff present: Dan Efseaff (Park and Natural Resource Manager), Shane Romain (Park Services 
Coordinator), and Nancy Kelly (Administrative Analyst)    

1.3. Special Recognition - Heidi Ortiz, Hourly Volunteer Coordinator 

Chair Moravec presented Heidi Ortiz with a plaque in recognition of her hard work and 
Shane Romain, Dan Efseaff and Debbie Villaseñor each spoke a few words of 
appreciation.  

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

2.1. Approval of Meeting Minutes – 7/27/15 and 8/31/15 

Chair Moravec pulled the meeting minutes of 8/31/15 for further discussion. 

2.2. Results Radio – Pumpkin Head Contest (10/23/15) 

Results Radio requested a permit to hold its annual Pumpkin Head Contest in City Plaza.  This 
would be the 19th year for the event.  The event required BPPC consideration as the run will use 
trails in Bidwell Park that are not considered intensive use areas.  Recommendation:  Approve 
permit with conditions. 

2.3. Permit Application for the Almond Bow – 5K, ½ and Full Marathon in Lower, Middle 
and Upper Bidwell Park (11/1/15) 

Chico Running Club requested a permit to host a run in Lower, Middle and Upper Park.  This would 
be the 41st year for the event.  The event required BPPC consideration as the run will use trails in 
Bidwell Park that are not considered intensive use areas. Recommendation: Approve permit with 
conditions.  

 
MOTION: Approve the Consent agenda with the exception of the minutes of 8/31/15 as submitted. MADE 
BY: Rood. SECOND: Corley.  AYES: 6 (Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Moravec, Rood, and Traulsen).  
NOES: 0.  ABSENT: 1 (Reddemann).  
 
ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
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2.1. Meeting minutes of 8/31/15 – These minutes were pulled from the Consent Agenda by 

Chair Moravec. 
 

Chair Moravec explained that in regards to item 4.1 (Public Forum for PG&E), staff had requested 
an opinion from the City Attorney as to whether permits would be required by PG&E to cut down 
trees.  At the time that the forum took place, staff had not heard back from the attorney.   
 
Since then, the City Attorney has confirmed that no permits are required.  Moravec suggested the 
language be cleaned up in the draft minutes of 8/31/15 to reflect this. 

 
In the first paragraph, second sentence….. 

“This work appears to fall within the existing utility easement…” should read “This work 
falls within the existing utility easement…” 

 
“it appears that no City permit or action is required at this time.”  Should read “no City permit 
or action is required at this time.” 

 
In the third paragraph, second sentence….. 

“It looks like a permit is not required”.  Should read “A permit is not required.” 
 

Comments from the public - None. 
 

MOTION: To adjust the language in the draft minutes of 8/31/15 as noted above. MADE BY: Rood. 
SECOND: Corley.  AYES: 6 (Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Moravec, Rood, and Traulsen).  NOES: 0.  
ABSENT: 1 (Reddemann).  
 
MOTION: Approve the minutes of 8/31/15 as amended. MADE BY: Corley. SECOND: Traulsen.  AYES: 6 
(Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Moravec, Rood, and Traulsen).  NOES: 0.  ABSENT: 1 (Reddemann).  
 
3. NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
 
4. REGULAR AGENDA 

4.1. National Multiple Sclerosis Society – Walk for Multiple Sclerosis Fundraiser (4/17/16)  The 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society has asked for a 9 a.m. start time and a 10 a.m. opening 
time because many of the walk participants have multiple sclerosis (MS).  For many of the 
participants, arriving to check in at 7:45 a.m. and walk at 8:30 a.m. is too early.  
Recommendation:   Approve permit with conditions and later start/gate opening time. 

 
Park Services Coordinator Romain provided the overview on this item.  This would be the second 
year of the event.  The evaluation of the first year went very well; however, some of the participants 
had difficulties with the early start time.  Since this event is under 1,000 participants, Commission 
approval is required to modify the start and gate opening times.  The gates regularly open at 9 a.m., 
but an opening time of 10 a.m. is being requested in order to reduce the burden on their participants. 

 
Comments from the Public 

 
Amy Clark (Walk MS Fundraiser) added that in addition to helping the participants, it is also difficult 
to find volunteers that arrive on time for the event.  With a later start time, it would be a little easier 
for volunteers to be prompt.  

 
MOTION: To approve the permit with conditions outlined in the staff report. MADE BY: Brentwood. 
SECOND: Traulsen.  AYES: 6 (Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Moravec, Rood, and Traulsen).  NOES: 0.  
ABSENT: 1 (Reddemann).  
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4.2. Approval of Biennial Work Plan – In years past, the City Council required Commissions to 
develop biennial work plans to define goals and priorities.  At the 1/26/15 BPPC meeting, 
staff introduced the process and provided a brief update of current priorities.  Based on 
Commissioner and public input, staff developed a proposed list of 2015-2016 Work Plan 
Priorities.  While the City Council is reviewing the practice and may not require it in the 
future, an adopted work plan will help the BPPC define priorities.  Recommendation:  Staff 
requests that the BPPC consider and approve the 2015-2016 Work Plan Priorities. 

 
P&NRD Efseaff provided the overview of this item.   
 
The Commission review the items outlined on the Priority List and the Secondary Priorities list. 
 
Some discussion points included the review of park fees, safety issues, code revisions, lighting at 
Sycamore Pool area, fee schedule, donations back to the park by park permit holders for 
commercial use, streamlining the process of removing trees that are deemed dead, dying or 
dangerous, and the hiring of an Urban Forest Manager. 
 
During their discussion on safety in the park, Hernandez expressed his interest in formalizing 
Commission participation in the Public Safety meetings.   
 
After great discussion, the Commission made the following modification to the Priority List: 
 

Item 3. –  Review and update Park policies, rules and fees.  Complete two of the following: 
Item 3.a. –  Review and adjust current rules, fee structure, and practices for reservations, 

events,  and special uses (weddings, research, field trips, events, etc.). 
 

Comments from the Public 
 
Woody Elliott inquired about the Updating of the Natural Resources Management Plan and the lack 
of available staffing; and, the review and update of the Street Trees Management Plan. 
 
Charles Withuhn asked if there would be Street Tree Committee meetings in order to discuss 
improving the street tree list. 

 
MOTION: To approve the 2015-16 BPPC Biennial Work Plan with changes outlined above.   MADE BY: 
Brentwood. SECOND: Rood.  AYES: 6 (Brentwood, Corley, Hernandez, Moravec, Rood, and Traulsen).  
NOES: 0. ABSENT: 1 (Reddemann).  

5. BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR 

Alex Buchmiller addressed the Commission about his friend, Red Rhodis, who had rebuilt the restrooms 
and Humpty Dumpty at Caper Acres back in the early 80’s.  Mr. Buchmiller stated that while his time 
and materials were donated, he would like his time and efforts to be acknowledged. 
 

6. REPORTS 

6.1. Parks and Street Trees Division Report – Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resources 
Manager 

Efseaff reported the following: 

 Staff met with Outside Recreation Advocacy, Inc. and they have placed mulch on 
all tee pads located at Peregrine Point.  Staff is working with them on follow up 
dates of the alternate hole placement.  They did have a suggestion on the 
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alternate hole placement of removing existing baskets and using toll poles in the 
interim. 

 As a result of donations, the Bird Cage structure at Caper Acres was repaired and 
open for the first time in years.  Bunker Hill has been demolished and the area is 
expected to be seeded over winter. 

 Ranger reports are available that cover incidents, citations, trends for the year.  
This information is collected by location. 

 A contract is in place with M&S Wesley for routine planting and pruning of street 
trees. 

 A copy of the Annual Report for 2014 is available for reference. 

 Commended the community for the strong showing of support for Caper Acres. 
 

Romain reported the following: 

 The Bidwell Birthday Bash (110 year anniversary of Annie Bidwell deeding the 
park to the City) was a success.  There was a steady stream of people throughout 
the day, great music and a showing of Wizard of Oz at Sycamore Field. 

 A Jake Early Caper Acres designed Klean Kanteen is available for purchase for 
$25.  Each sale generates $10 towards the Caper Acres fund.    

 Upper Park Clothing has designed a Caper Acres t-shirt to help raise funds for the 
Caper Acres fund.  Each sale generates $10 towards the Caper Acres fund. 

 Make a Difference Day is coming up on October 24th. 

 The first online registration thru RacePlanner.com is now available.  This allows 
for a lot of front end organizing. 

 The Alliance For Workforce Development contributed about 800 hours during the 
month of August. 

 CARD will be starting work on the Rose Garden soon.  

 Friends of Bidwell Park, Friends of Comanche Creek, the Downtown Cleanup 
Brigade, the Jesus Center and the StreamTeam have all logged several hours 
this month. 

 Moving forward, there is an enormous effort of community support for Caper 
Acres. 

7. ADJOURNMENT  

Adjourned at 8:25 p.m. to the next regular meeting on October 26, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber 
of the Chico Municipal Center building (421 Main Street, Chico, California). 
 
Date Approved:   /    /  . 
Prepared By:  
 
 
______________________________    ___________________ 
Nancy Kelly, Administrative Analyst    Date 
 
 
Distribution:   BPPC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T:\Admin\BPPC\BPPC_Meetings\2015\15_0928\BPPC_Minutes_15_0928.docx 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                   Meeting Date: 11/16/2015 

 
DATE: 10/09/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission  

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant  

SUBJECT: Permit for Under the Sun Events – Frost or Fog 5k, ¼ Marathon and 10 Mile Race in Middle and Upper 
Park  

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Under the Sun Events requests a permit to host a race that starts 5 Mile Picnic Area and extends into Middle and Upper 
Park on Saturday, January 23, 2015.  In addition to the 5k and ¼ marathon, the applicant has added a 10 mile race to the 
event.   
 
Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

 

Date of Application 9/17/2015 

Date of Event 1/23/2016 

Time of Event 5:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Event Name Frost or Fog 5k, ¼ Marathon and 10 Mile Run 

Applicant Name Nikki Stadler 

Location 5 Mile Picnic Area to Middle and Upper Bidwell Park 

Description Trail run from 5 Mile Picnic Area all the way to B Trail on Upper Park Rd.  

New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? 12 

# Participants 500 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Not an intensive use area.  

BPMMP 
Consideration 

Running is a permissible use under the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan (BPMMP).  
The plan also notes that Upper Park is a protected area for non-intensive recreational uses 
and non-intensive wilderness compatible recreation shall be provided in Upper Park 
(O.Upper-2; I.  Upper-1).  The use of Upper Park trails for the race is considered an intensive 
use and requires BPPC approval.   

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
1. Continued adherence to all park rules. 
2. Close Upper Park gravel road to vehicle traffic during the event. 
3. The applicant must provide sufficient monitoring to keep racers on the established route as well as direct traffic 

where the route crosses the road.  Adequate free standing signage must also be in place in order to ensure racers 
follow the established routes and also to notify other park users of the event. 

4. Much of the route along paths or trails that can accommodate use during more wet conditions (Middle Park trails 
south of Upper Park Rd to Five Mile Way).  The applicant has agreed to move the route to paved paths and roads 
in the case of a wet weather closure of the trails.  The revised course will be subject to Park Division approval.   

5. The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the race courses at the conclusion of the event and remove all 
signs and course markings as well as pick up any associated trash.   

Attachments: A. Application & Permit for Park Use 

Distribution:  Nikki Stadler 
 
10/21/2015 













Alternate Course Route for Jack Frost 10k on December 13th, 2015 

To whom it may concern:  

If the course needs to be altered due to weather conditions, the course will change as follows: 

We would still begin at Cedar Grove but instead of crossing the Manzanita bridge, the runners 

would turn left and head back to stay in lower park. They would follow the park road all the 

way down one mile and out towards the CARD center. They would go onto Pine Street and then 

turn left to get back onto upper park road. They would then follow the road back to Cedar 

Grove for the finish.  

 

Thank you for your time,  

Carly Boettcher 

Race Director 

Fleet Feet Sports, Chico 

530‐345‐1000 
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 11/16/15 

 

DATE: 10/7/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Under The Sun Events - Love On The Rocks 5K/10K Run (2/13/16) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Love on the Rocks is a team challenge run. The event will use the Five Mile Picnic Area and run out and back on the North 
Rim Trail with use of the pedestrian bridge on the return.    Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

Date of Application 9/16/15 

Date and Time of 
Event 

 
2/13/16  6:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 

Event Name Love on the Rocks 5/K / 10K Run 

Applicant Name Nikki Stadler 

Description 5K / 10K Run in Middle and Upper Park 

New Event? / # years? 3 years 

# Participants 150 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

This group is requesting the non-intensive use areas of Middle and Upper Park  

BPMMP Guidance While running/walking is a permissible use under the Bidwell Park Master Management 
Plan, there is the potential that a large event could become incompatible with other 
activities.  The numbers under this application are less than other comparable events.  
The plan also notes that Middle and Upper Park are protected areas for primarily non-
intensive recreational uses (O.Middle-1; O. Upper-2; O. Upper-4). 

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 

 Continued adherence to all park rules. 

 The applicant must provide sufficient monitoring to keep racers on the established route as well as direct traffic 
where the route crosses Upper Park road. Adequate signage must also be in place in order to ensure racers 
follow the established routes and also to notify other park users of the event.  

 Much of the route is along paths or trails that can accommodate use during wet conditions (Middle Park trails 
south of Upper Park Rd to Five Mile Way and North Rim Trail). The applicant has agreed to move the route to 
paved paths and roads in the case of a wet weather closure of the trails. The revised course will be subject to 
Park Division approval.  

 The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the race courses at the conclusion of the event and remove all 
signs and course markings as well as pick up any associated trash.  

Attachments:  Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution: Nikki Stadler 
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BPPC Staff Report                                                           Meeting Date 11/16/15 

 
DATE: 10/9/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Application and Permit for the Jack Frost 10K 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

Fleet Feet Sports requests to host a race that starts in Lower Park and extends into Middle Park.  Applicant has hosted 
similar events for the past 6 years.  Much of the route is along paths or trails that can accommodate use during wet 
weather conditions.  Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

Date of Application 8/19/15 

Date of Event December 13, 2015 

Time of Event 6:15 A.M. – 10:30 A.M. 

Event Name Jack Frost 10K 

Applicant Name Carly Boettcher 

Description 10K Race 

New Event? ☐Yes             ☒   No.  Years? 5 

# Participants 300 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Not an intensive use area.  

BPMMP 
Consideration 

Running/walking is a permissible use under the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan 
(BPMMP); however, large events could become incompatible with other activities. The plan 
also notes that Middle Park is an area protected primarily for non-intensive recreational 
uses (O.Middle-1). The numbers under this application are at the cap on other similar 
events (500) 

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
1. Continued adherence to all park rules. 
2. Maintain participants below the participant cap of similar events (500). 
3. Set-up vehicles must travel on established gravel and paved roads and comply with all laws. 
4. The applicant must provide sufficient monitoring to keep racers on the established route as well as direct traffic 

where the route crosses the road. (Per 2012 evaluation: Signage “should be designed to be more visible and 
located in several places.”) Signage must also be in place in order to ensure racers follow the established routes 
and also to notify other park users of the event. 

5. The course route will be moved to paved paths and roads in the event of a wet weather closure.  
6. Additionally, the pedestrian underpass at Manzanita will be utilized, therefore minimizing pedestrian/vehicle 

interactions. In the event that the underpass is closed, monitors will be utilized to direct traffic and participants 
across the road. 

7. In the event that trails are closed due to wet weather, the race course will be moved to paved paths and roads. 
Applicant will be asked to submit an alternative wet weather compliant route to the Park Division. 

8. Carpooling and alternative parking solutions should be considered. 
9. The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the race courses at the conclusion of the event and remove all 

signs and course markings as well as pick up any associated trash. 

Attachments: Application and permit for a 10k race in Lower and Middle Park 

Distribution: Carly Boettcher 
10/21/2015 
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 11/16/2015 

 
DATE: 10/9/2015 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission  

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit for Bouldering and Rock Climbing, 12/5/15  

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

CSU Chico, Department of Kinesiology is requesting to take 2 groups of 10 students each from a rock climbing class to 
Upper Park. The request includes bouldering and top roping at Salmon Hole.   
 
Recommendation: Approval of bouldering request with conditions.  

Event Details  

Date of Application 10/6/15 
Date of Event 12/5/15   
Time of Event 8:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. 
Event Name Bouldering and Top Roping 
Applicant Name Department of Kinesiology, Laurie Hansen/Josh Trout 
Location Upper Park – Salmon Hole 
Description Bouldering and top roping at Salmon Hole 
New Event? / # 
years? 

2nd year  

# Participants Two groups of 10 students; one group in the AM, one group in the PM. 
Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

Not an intensive use area.   
 

BPMMP guidance   1. The BPMMP identifies rock climbing as a permissible Upper Park use (3.6.3.1).  

2. O. Upper-6. Conduct an inventory of natural resources in Upper Park to establish a 
factual understanding as the basis for sound management decisions. 

3. O. Upper-9. Allow swimming, diving, rock climbing and other activities with identifiable 
risks in a manner such that liability can be minimized. Inform Park users that use of the 
Park is at the visitor’s own risk. 

4. O. Upper-12. Consider development of a plan for rock climbing. 

5. O. Upper-13. Identify and conserve the unique qualities of Upper Park soils. 

6. O. G/S-3. Conserve shallow Park soils to the maximum extent feasible.( 3.5.3.1) 

7. O. P-3. Protect shallow Park soils from incompatible recreation activities, especially 
where the soils support sensitive plant populations. 

8. I. Upper-12. Natural resources (e.g., thin soils, vegetation on cliff faces, other 
resources) and cultural resources should be periodically inspected and protected from 
substantial degradation by human-related activities. 

9. Definition: Non-intensive Uses: For the purposes of the BPMMP, non-intensive uses 
are defined as uses that generally do not result in substantial disturbance or removal 
of natural (e.g., plants, wildlife, soils, hydrology), cultural, visual, aesthetic or other 
resources individually or cumulatively. Examples of non-intensive uses include trails in 
most areas, well-designed trails in sensitive areas, swimming in natural creek settings, 
nature observation, and limited amounts of off-trail foot traffic in non-sensitive areas. 
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CMC 14.40.320  Unlawful Acts 

No person shall abuse, destroy or mutilate any tree, shrub or plant growing in a public 
area, attach thereto or place thereupon any rope, wire (other than one used to support or 
aid the tree or shrub) sign poster or handbill, cause or permit any wire charged with 
electricity to come into contact with such tree or shrub or to allow any gaseous liquid or 
solid substance which is harmful to such tree or shrub to come in contact with their roots or 
leaves. 

 

Discussion 

Low levels of climbing and rappelling occur in Bidwell Park namely near Devil’s Kitchen and bouldering throughout Upper 
Park, especially informal climbing and bouldering within the Big Chico Creek canyon. The Bidwell Park Master 
Management Plan (BPMMP) provides some objectives that may aid the BPPC in consideration of this request (see 
above).  
 
Although rock climbing is a permissible use in Upper Bidwell Park, the BPMMP evaluated it assuming low levels of use 
and notes that the park should consider the development of a rock climbing plan (EDAW 2008).  Low level, dispersed 
climbing may have different park impacts than the impacts associated with repeated use associated with a class.  
Permitted uses have a higher standard to ensure that the activity will not impact the resources of the Park.  Furthermore, 
class participants may likely return to the same location as the class and that location will become a de-facto area 
sanctioned for climbing.   

We should note that the current request is an evolution from the original based on staff concerns.  In initial conversations, 
staff noted the potential for issues on the original proposal (i.e. archeological/cultural and botanical/sensitive plant 
concerns on locations that have not been surveyed, and damage to thin soils near the cliff edges that may be impacted 
from climbing or setting up protection).  Staff recommended that no existing installed anchors would be used for the 
request so to not sanction that practice.  

The applicant has expressed a willingness to work with the Parks Division and revised the original request based on those 
comments.   

In considering the request, Staff split the request into two: 1) bouldering and 2) top roping (climbing and rappelling).  
Bouldering is a form of rock climbing that is performed without the use of ropes or harnesses, while top rope climbing uses 
a rope from a belayer at the foot of a route through carabiners connected to an anchor system at the top of the route and 
back down to the climber.  

Staff can support bouldering in the Big Chico Creek canyon below the “scour line” (high flood line).  This activity will not 
require access to the top of the canyon where soils are thin.  Below the scour line means that any archeological artifacts 
have been impacted or carried away from the location. Staff recommends that the bouldering occur only after a site 
inspection and City Staff concurrence.  Bouldering would occur in areas of bare rock (minimally impacting soils or plants).  
Therefore, the odds of impacting resources are minimal in those areas.  

Staff would like to reserve judgment on the “top-roping” request in order to investigate the specific area and practices 
used by the applicant, assess the resources, and determine findings for the BPPC. There are areas in Devil’s kitchen that 
are commonly used for climbing and these may provide good locations for this request as they are already commonly 
used. Staff have initiated informal communication with the Mechoopda on any cultural issues of concern.   

The information will help determine if an appropriate location can be found.  If the information is sufficient, staff will 
recommend a specific area and practices.   Especially at the reduce rates with the revised proposal, the class may have 
negligible impact in comparison to other climbing activities in the Park.   If the information is not sufficient or if impacts are 
unavoidable, then staff may suggest botanical and archaeological surveys (at applicant’s expense), which can then serve 
as the basis for a rock climbing plan for that area. The information will also allow for the recommendation of additional 
conditions to minimize park impacts (for example, the use of portable restrooms may be warranted depending on the 
length of the class).   

At the BPPC’s discretion, this item may be delegated to the Natural Resource Committee (NRC) for review and 
recommendation to the full BPPC.   

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 
 Continued adherence to all park rules. 
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 Allow bouldering only in designated locations (the permitting of top rope techniques would only occur after 
additional BPPC action).  

 The applicant will need to do a final inspection at the conclusion of the event and remove any associated trash. 
 No installation or use of permanent hardware of any kind.  
 No attachment of anchors or ropes to City trees (as per CMC 14.40.320).  
 No removal of vegetation or soil.  
 For an event such as rock climbing, the City requires a higher limits for insurance coverage.  

Attachments:  

Application and Permit for Park Use 
 
Distribution: 
 Laurie Hansen / Josh Trout  
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 11/16/15 

 
DATE: 10/16/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Theresa Rodriguez, Administrative Assistant 

SUBJECT: Permit for Rim to Rim Trail Run (6/11/15) 

REPORT IN BRIEF: 

This is Chico’s second ultra-marathon event, featuring a 50 mile distance option. This race will take place on the trails of 
Middle and Upper Bidwell Park.  The start and finish of the race will be at 5 Mile Picnic Area. 
 
  Recommendation: Conditional approval. 

Event Details  

  

Date of Application 9/28/15 

Date and Time of 
Event 

06/11/16  5:00 A.M. – 9:00 P.M.  

Event Name Rim to Rim Ultras 

Applicant Name Jason Donnell 

Description Trail Running Race 

New Event? / # 
years? 

1st year 

# Participants <200 

Reason for BPPC 
Consideration? 

This group is requesting the non-intensive use area of Middle and Upper Park 

 While running is a permissible use under the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan,there 
is the potential that a large event could become incompatible with other activities.  The 
numbers under this application are less than other comparable events.  The plan also 
notes that Middle and Upper park are protected areas for primarily non-intensive 
recreational uses (O.Middle-1; O.Upper-2; O.Upper-4) 

Conditions 

Staff recommends the following conditions: 

 Continued adherence to all park rules. 

 The applicant must provide sufficient monitoring to keep racers on the established route as well as direct traffic 
where the route crosses Upper Park road. Adequate signage must also be in place in order to ensure racers 
follow the established routes and also to notify other park users of the event.  

 Much of the route is along paths or trails that can accommodate use during wet conditions (Middle Park trails 
south of Upper Park Rd to Five Mile Way and North Rim Trail). The applicant has agreed to move the route to 
paved paths and roads in the case of a wet weather closure of the trails. The revised course will be subject to 
Park Division approval.  

 The applicant will need to do a final inspection of the race courses at the conclusion of the event and remove all 
signs and course markings as well as pick up any associated trash.  

Attachments:  Application and Permit for Park Use 

Distribution: Jason Donnell 
 
S:\Admin\BPPC\BPPC_Meetings\2015\15_1026\BPPC_Rim_to_Rim_Jason_Donnell_16_0611.doc 
10/21/2015 
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BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date 11/16/15 

 

DATE: 10/16/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) 

FROM:  Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Grant Proposal from Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) for Tree Planting 

REPORT IN BRIEF:   

As part of a pipeline safety program, PG&E will remove trees along a pressurized gas distribution line in south Chico.  
No City permit or action is required for the removal. Recognizing the importance of trees in the Community and based 
on feedback from the August 31, 2015 BPPC meeting, PG&E proposes to provide funding for the planting of 52 trees.  
Staff recommends acceptance of the donations as long as the donation exceeds the City’s established In-Lieu Fee for 
tree replacement.   Recommendation:  Recommendation to the City Council to accept the donation.   

FISCAL IMPACT:  

Breaking down the total into a per tree funding rate ($384.62), the donation amount per tree is greater than the current In-
Lieu Fee.  The Tree Preservation Regulations (CMC 16.66) requires the adoption of an in-lieu fee to cover the cost of 
replacement trees for the first three years (CMC 16.66.A).  The most recent City Fee schedule (FY 15-16) indicates a fee 
of $350 per every 6 inches in diameter at breast height (DBH) or per tree.  The City would absorb the long-term costs of the 
trees.  PG&E may provide additional funding if landowners opt out of planting on their property.  The funding may be applied 
for the care of the initial trees planted or the planting of additional trees and establishment.  
 
According to the City’s Administrative Procedure and Policy Manual (AP&P 11-37), the BPPC may accept donations, subject 
to compliance with the Budget Administration Policies (Attachment A).  Budget Policy No. G.4 (Attachment “B”) authorizes 
the City Manager to accept donations which have a value of up to $20,000.  The City Council must approve donations 
greater than $20,000.   

BACKGROUND:     

At the August 31, 2015 BPPC meeting, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) provided information regarding the removal of trees 
along their pressurized gas distribution line in south Chico.  Because the work falls within an existing utility easement near 
the City’s Comanche Creek property or on private property, the City could not issue a permit or other action (Attachment 
C).  The informational item provided a mechanism for PG&E to provide an overview of the project and provide a forum for 
citizen input.  Despite the exemption to the permit process, PG&E committed to meeting or exceeding the tree replacement 
standards for the City.  Staff noted that the proposal would likely need approval. 
 
On October 16, 2015, PG&E provided a letter proposal outlining remedies (Attachment D) to provide funding to the City of 
Chico for the planting of trees. The letter notes:  

1. Agreement with five of the eight property owners to remove 52 trees (and continuing discussions with the remaining 
property owners). 

2. Commitment to provide each private property owner the option of two trees for each tree removed or donation of 
the monetary equivalent of replacement trees to the City.  

3. Funding in the amount of $20,000 for the planting and care of an additional 52 trees.  
 
The City established tree replacement In-Lieu Fees where it is not feasible or desirable to plant replacement trees on-site.  

DISCUSSION: 

The donation is a voluntary effort on behalf of PG&E to provide remedies for the removal of trees on properties in South 
Chico.  With declining budgets over several years, the Street Tree Division has sharply curtailed the planting of replacement 
trees.   The donation to fulfill street tree plantings will provide a positive benefit to the City’s urban forest.  Locations will be 
prioritized where irrigation is available.  The funding will provide for the planting and care for the first 3 years.  Afterward the 
trees will be absorbed into the Division. The costs and liabilities of caring for young trees (<25 years) are relatively small.   
Staff supports acceptance of the donations if funds are provided for the establishment phase equivalent or exceeding the 
In-Lieu fee ($350/tree). This will ensure that the City remains whole in taking on additional work for the establishment phase.   
If the BPPC concurs, Staff will then evaluate the donation and conditions under current budget policies and refer to Council.   
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Attachments:  

A) AP&P 11-37 - Donations, Legacies and Bequests.  
B) Excerpt from Budget Policy G4. 
C) Analysis of Permit Requirement for PG&E pipeline work in South Chico (2015).  
D) Letter from Joe Wilson, PG&E Sr. Governmental Relations Representative, to Dan Efseaff, City of Chico.  

 
S:\New_PARKS\Admin\BPPC\BPPC_Meetings\2015\15_0831\BPPC_PGE_Report_15_0831.docx     



CITY OF CHICO

Administrative Procedure and Policy Manual
Subject:  

DONATIONS, LEGACIES AND BEQUESTS
Number:   11-37

Effective Date:  July 1, 1978

Department(s) Affected:  City Manager, City Clerk, Parks
Department, Finance

Supersedes:   

Authority:  

Section 1006.2 City Charter; City of Chico Annual
Budget; Section 2.12.010 Chico Municipal Code

File Reference:  

Approved:

   I. PURPOSE:

To establish a procedure for the acceptance by the City of donations, legacies or bequests made by
individuals for the improvement or preservation of various City facilities or activities.

 II. DONATIONS, LEGACIES AND BEQUESTS - DEFINED:

Donations, legacies and bequests include money, real property (except property deeded or granted to the City
for such public purposes as sewer easements, street rights of way, etc.) and personal property.

III. PROCEDURE:

A. Non Park/Playground Related Donations, Legacies and Bequests:

Upon approval of the City Council, the City Manager may accept donations, legacies or bequests in
accordance with the budget administration policies set forth in the annual budget.

B. Park and Playground Related Donations, Legacies and Bequests:

In accordance with City Charter Section 1006.2, the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission may
accept donations, legacies and bequests for the aid and improvement of the parks and playgrounds
of the City, subject to compliance with the Budget Administration Policies set forth in the Annual
Budget.

CM 10/20/15 Page 1 of 1 AP&P No.  11-37
C:\Users\defseaff\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\MAJQO6TX\11-37.wpd



Attachment "B"



Analysis of Permit Requirement for PG&E pipeline work in South Chico (2015) 
 

Question Presented 

  
Is Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) required to obtain a City of Chico (“City”) permit to remove 
trees along an existing utility easement on the Comanche Creek property? 

  
Short Answer 

  
No. PG&E’s easement across the City-owned Comanche Creek property provides for the right to 
maintain a gas pipeline and the right to enter the easement and perform all landscaping work necessary 
to preserve that pipe line.  Federal law requires PG&E to protect the pipeline from all hazards that may 
threaten the pipeline. 
  
Pursuant to the City’s Tree Preservation Ordinance (“Tree Ordinance”), tree work performed within a 
public utility easement is exempt from the City’s tree regulations. CMC § 16.64.040.  
  
Furthermore, if the City attempted to regulate areas affecting public utility easements, they will most 
likely be preempted by safety standards set by the California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) and the 
federal government. 
  

Utility Easement 
  

PG&E has an easement across the City-owned Comanche Creek property that provides for the right to 
maintain a gas pipeline and a 20 foot right of way on either side of the pipeline. PG&E must remove 
trees to protect the gas pipeline that is buried along the easement from potential damage from growing 
tree roots. The easement agreement states, “second party (PG&E) shall have the right from time to time 
to trim and to cut down and clear away any and all trees and brush.” PG&E has the right to enter and 
use the land for that specific purpose. If the City were to prohibit PG&E from removing the trees, the 
City would be interfering with PG&E’s legal rights under the easement. Main Street Plaza v. Cartwright & 
Main, LLC (2011) 194 Cal.App.4th 615.  
  
Furthermore, California Code of Regulations (CFR) requires PG&E to take all practicable steps to protect 
a gas pipeline from any hazard that may cause the pipeline to move or sustain abnormal loads. CFR § 
192.317. Therefore, prohibiting PG&E from cutting trees along the easement would undermine PG&E’s 
duty to remove any hazards threatening the gas pipeline as prescribed under federal law. 
  

Tree Preservation Ordinance 

  
The City has a Tree Ordinance to maintain and preserve trees found within the City. The Tree Ordinance 
can be found in the Chico Municipal Code (“CMC”) Chapter 16.66 et seq. The purpose of the Tree 
Ordinance is to establish regulations controlling the removal of and the preservation of trees within the 
City. CMC § 16.66.020. 
  
According to the Tree Ordinance, any person seeking to remove any tree from any property within the 
City must obtain a permit from the Public Works Director. CMC § 16.66.060. However, the Tree 
Ordinance specifically exempts “tree work performed by public utilities in public utility easements.” 
CMC § 16.66.040. 



  
Here, PG&E, a public utility, will be removing trees that are located within a public utility easement 
granted to them by the City. For that reason, PG&E will not be subject to the CMC provisions relating to 
tree preservation. Thus, the City has no authority to prohibit PG&E from removing the trees pursuant to 
the Tree Ordinance. 
 

Federal & State Law Preempts Local Regulation 

  
If the City were to attempt to regulate a public utility easement, it is likely that the City’s regulations 
would be preempted by the safety standards set by the California Public Utilities Commission (PUC) and 
the federal government.  
  
Courts have found that the PUC holds paramount jurisdiction in cases where it exercises its authority, 
and its authority is pitted against that of a local government involving a matter of statewide 
concern. San Diego Gas & Electric Co. v. City of Carlsbad (1998) 64 Cal.App.4th 785, 797. (1971) 4 Cal.3d 
945, 950–95; see also, Southern Cal. Gas Co. v. City of Vernon (1995) 41 Cal.App.4th 209, 217 (under the 
Constitution a city may not regulate matters over which the PUC has been granted regulatory power, 
the Legislature has granted regulatory power to the PUC over the safety of gas pipelines, and the PUC in 
fact has promulgated rules on this subject.) Therefore, the rules promulgated by the PUC will preempt 
local rules that attempt to exercise authority over public utility easements. 
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October 16, 2015 
 
 
Mr. Dan Efseaff 
City of Chico Natural Resources Dept 
411 Main St. 
Chico CA. 95928 
 
Re: PG&E’s Community Pipeline Safety Program 

Dear Mr. Efseaff, 
 
I wanted to give you an update about PG&E’s community pipeline safety program and our proposal to 
provide funding to the City of Chico for the planting of new trees in your community. As you are 
aware, PG&E is working with a small number of private property owners in South Chico to replace 
trees that are located too close to the natural gas transmission pipeline and that could delay 
emergency access for first responders or damage the pipeline.  To date, we have reached agreement 
with five of the eight property owners to remove 52 trees that pose a safety concern. PG&E is 
continuing discussions with the remaining three property owners. 
 
We understand how important trees are to your community. As part of this program, PG&E is 
committed to providing each private property owner two new replacement trees for each tree that is 
removed. The private property owner has the option to request that PG&E donate the monetary 
equivalent of these replacement trees to the City for use in the City’s various tree programs.  PG&E 
will inform the City Parks Department as the property owners make these determinations, and 
coordinate accordingly. 
 
In addition to working with private property owners to replace trees on their properties, PG&E would 
like to offer the City of Chico funding in the amount of $20,000 for the planting and care of 52 
additional trees to be planted in vacant street tree locations. I understand that consideration of this 
grant offer will be discussed at the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission Meeting on October 26, 
2015. 
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 
 

Sincerely  

 

Joe Wilson 

Sr. Governmental Relations Representative 

 
Joe Wilson 
Governmental Relations 
350 Salem Street 
Chico, CA 95926 

  
Phone: (530) 896-4289 
email:  j8we@pge.com 

mailto:j8we@pge.com


 

BPPC Staff Report Page 1 of 2 November 2015 

BPPC Staff Report Meeting Date November 16, 2015 

 
DATE: November 16, 2015 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 

FROM:  Chris Constantin, Assistant City Manager 

SUBJECT: Bidwell Golf Course Lease Amendment – Solar Array Installation 

 

REPORT IN BRIEF   

Bidwell Park Golf Club, Inc. has requested the City allow the installation of a solar array within the golf course 
property to be financed and installed by Bidwell Park Golf Club.  The array is anticipated to generate 
approximately $1.8 million in energy savings over 25 years.  As a result, the array will provide additional cash 
flow for other capital improvements.  The installation is intended to provide minimal impact to the visual 
landscape and will not require the removal of any indigenous trees, while also reducing the golf course’s 
environmental footprint. 
 

Recommendation:  The City Manager requests that the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 
recommend to the City Council to authorize the City Manager to enter into a lease amendment with 
Bidwell Park Golf Club Inc. for the purpose of installing a solar array within golf course property. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
On October 6, 1992, the City entered into a lease with the Bidwell Park Golf Club organization for the 
operations and improvement of the Bidwell Municipal Golf Course.  On November 10, 2011, Bidwell Park 
Club executed a change in management by approving a Management Agreement with Empire Golf to manage 
and operated the golf course (Exhibit D). 
 
The previous lease expired on October 5, 2012, and the City entered into the current lease on October 6, 2012 
(Exhibit B).  The current lease is for 25 years with two ten-year options.  Additionally, the current lease 
requires the creation of a five-year capital improvement plan specifying key items requiring purchase, 
construction, or rehabilitation.  The first five-year plan was included as an exhibit to the current lease. 
 
On June 24, 2015, Empire Golf presented a proposal for installing a solar array at Bidwell Golf Course to the 
City’s Finance Committee.  The proposal estimated that the solar array would provide 102 kilowatts of power 
and save approximately $55,000 in energy costs the first year.  The array would not be seen from the main road 
in Bidwell Park and would be placed in an unmaintained grass field occupying approximately 2,500 square feet.  
To finance the array, Empire Golf would require the City to allow the placement of a lien on Bidwell Park as 
security for the financing required to obtain and install the array.  Committee members had significant questions 
and concerns regarding the information available and the implications of allowing a lien on City property.  The 
Finance Committee tabled the item for a future discussion. 
 
Currently, Empire Golf has withdrawn their request for the City to consider a lien of City property to pay for the 
array, and instead has identified alternate funding which would be paid for by energy savings and the revenue 
generated by the golf course.  No lien of City property would be required. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
On October 28, 2015, Empire Golf provided a revised five-year capital improvement plan (Exhibit C) which 
prioritizes the capital projects planned for the golf course.  The highest priority project listed in the revised plan 
is the solar array project.  While more discussion will occur between Empire Golf and the City regarding the 
capital improvement plan, the City agrees that the installation of a solar array will provide mutual benefits and 
reduce the golf course’s environmental footprint. 
 
Empire Golf provided a solar array proposal to the City which encompasses the installation of SunPower 102 
kilowatt solar array (Exhibit A).  The array will offset the power needs for the golf course’s well pump and 
pump station which averages almost 300,000 kilowatt/hours in need every year.  A map provided within Exhibit 
A – page 5 shows the location of the array in relation to part of the golf course.   
 
The installation of the solar array is intended for an unimproved and unmaintained area of the golf course.  
According to Empire Golf, the area does not impact the visual view shed of Bidwell Park as the array is not 
visible from the road, and the array does not require the removal of any indigenous trees from the area.  It also 
does not appear that the installation will impact any environmentally sensitive areas of the park. 
 
The City intends to enter into a lease amendment with Bidwell Park Golf Club for the approval of the solar 
array installation.  The intent of the amendment is to ensure that the City’s interests are protected in this solar 
array endeavor.  While any amendment to the agreement requires mutual agreement, the City will request 
language which ensures that any installation complies with the Bidwell Park Master Management Plan and 
Environmental Impact Report.  Additionally, the City desires to specify who has responsibility for the array, as 
well as what occurs at the end of life for the array. 
 
The City also desires to protect the beauty of Bidwell Park.  As such, the City will request that any installation 
not be visible from the roadway, does not result in the destruction or removal of any trees or environmentally 
sensitive flora or fauna, and provides minimum impact to the surrounding area. 
 
The City Manager respectfully requests the BPPC provide a recommendation to the City Council to amend the 
current lease agreement and allow for the installation of the solar array with the safeguards specified within this 
staff report. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The installed system cost is estimated to be $390,000 and is intended to be financed over the next eight years.  
Bidwell Park Golf Club will be incurring the liability of financing with the revenue of the golf course securing 
the lease payments.  The City does not incur any debt obligation.  Payments for the solar array are anticipated to 
be fully covered by the energy savings.  The overall installation and 25 year life of the solar array results in an 
estimated cash flow benefit to the golf course of about $1.8 million. 

Attachments 

Exhibit A AES Photovoltaic Solar Proposal 
Exhibit B Lease Agreement between the City of Chico and Bidwell Park Golf Course, Inc. 
Exhibit C Bidwell Golf Course Five year Capital Improvement Plan 
Exhibit D Management Agreement between Bidwell Park Golf Club, Inc. and Empire Golf, Inc. 
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Bidwell Park Golf Course
5 Year Capital Improvement Projects Plan

updated 10 1 15

Priority Est Cost
1 Solar Project 400,000$        
2 Kitchen Grill / Oven 10,000             
3 Kitchen Hood Fan 5,000               
4 Kitchen Dishwasher 7,600               
5 Club House Restrooms TBD
6 On Course Restrooms TBD
7 Rough Mower 20,000             
8 Tractor 17,500             
9 Fairway Mower 20,000             

10 Cart Path Improvements 100,000           
11 Club House Speaker System 1,000               
12 New Golf Course Entrance Sign 7,500               
13 New Clubhouse Sign 2,500               
14 Concrete Material  Storage Bins-Maintenance 2,500               
15 Green Enlargement (#6, #12, #18) 3,000               
16 10th tee - 1st tee redesign/enhancement 25,000             
17 Irrigation System Improvements 25,000             

Description



1

Bidwell Park Golf Club
Fixed Asset Additions
2012-2015 Year to Date through October 

Acq 151000 152000 153000 154000 155000 156000 157000
Description Date Bldg & Imp Equipment Improvements Machinery Office Equip Transport Trees Total

Restaurant Equip from AGC 10/06/12 5,490.00
Cart Barn 10/15/12 33,953.00
Misc Cart Barn Items from AGC 10/06/12 2,495.00
Misc Pro Shop Items from AGC 10/06/12 487.00
Misc Office Equip from AGC 10/06/12 590.00
Server/Computer Workstations 10/01/12 20,629.00

TV's  with Brackets/paint 03/01/13 4,600.18
Irrigation Project Materials 04/13/13 13,655.52
Clubhouse Lighting 04/01/13 2,951.93
Energy Mgmt System Cart Barn 04/01/13 2,193.94
Replace electrical Panel Maint Bldg 05/01/13 1,523.14
Telephone system Equip 05/01/13 2,798.00
Shed 06/01/13 3,438.99
Artic Aire-HVAC Unit incl Insulation 07/01/13 9,049.00
Clark Heating Unit 12/01/13 5,850.00

ClubHouse Remodel:
Cullincini Rest - ice machine 5/16/14 4,326.19
Kelly Moore paint 5/16/14 1,569.91
Meeks Lumber 5/16/14 68.36
City of Chico - permits 6/30/14 1,309.86
City of Chico - permits 6/30/14 1,283.69
Hupp Draft Services 7/11/14 7,348.67
Cullincini Rest Equip 7/23/14 8,113.00
Home Depot- parts for Bar/Grill 7/31/14 60.01
Wolfe Electric-deposit 8/5/14 910.95
Ginno Const Inc- const prog pmt 8/5/14 59,775.39
John Anderson Architect 9/1/14 685.44
Cullincini Rest Equip 9/24/14 1,932.37
Wolfe Electric 9/24/14 891.31
Wolfe Electric 9/24/14 551.38
Ginno Const Inc-const prog pmt 9/24/14 66,545.46
Lowes - Blinds 9/30/14 290.42
Select Janitorial-const cleanup 10/1/14 620.00
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Bidwell Park Golf Club
Fixed Asset Additions
2012-2015 Year to Date through October 

Acq 151000 152000 153000 154000 155000 156000 157000
Description Date Bldg & Imp Equipment Improvements Machinery Office Equip Transport Trees Total

Chairs/Tables-Affordable Seating 10/1/14 3,922.64
Rental Guys - storage and delivery 6/24/14 341.88
Home Depot-cable and padlock 6/24/14 179.27
Uhaul - Pack Mat'l TVs 6/25/14 64.18
Royal Aire - 4ton AC unit 9/10/14 5,689.00
Hupp Draft Services 10/27/14 1,800.00
Ginno Const Inc-const prog pmt 10/30/14 28,453.16
Ginno - Water Heater 11/5/14 4,274.12
Guys Rents 11/30/14 80.63
All Season Electric Repair 12/5/14 4,310.01

Irrigation Pump Upgrade 5/16/14 22,750.77
TurfStar Anglemaster 3000 4/20/14 16,875.00
TurfStar Dual 3000 4/20/14 4,500.00
TurfStar Express Lift Table 4/20/14 1,125.00
PA system 4/1/14 1,285.82
WhirlPool Refrigerator 4/17/14 543.85
2010 Classic Golf Bev Unit 5/2/14 2,795.00
CostCo Banquet Tables 5/1/14 1,169.55
Used Golf Course Equipment 10/29/14 6,250.00
Parts for Used Golf Course Equip 11/12/14 1,342.67
Amko Restaurant Furniture 10/30/14 2,897.40

Pacuzzo Golf Design #10 01/06/15 2,250.00
SMS Install Doors 01/09/15 4,437.00
Aquatic Env fountain Replace 01/15/15 3,889.00
Paradise Pines Maint Equip -used 02/05/15 750.00
Clubhouse Track Lighting 02/28/14 343.14
9 Jacobsen Greens Cutting Units - 3roller 04/15/15 900.00
Amer Carport - 10% Deposit 08/31/15 135.00
Exterior Electrical Upgrade 08/05/15 1,549.80
All Star Rent -Purch Trencher/Rotohammer 09/23/15 3,498.70
United Rentals-Vibrator Plate Compactor 10/08/15 1,505.00

Total Fixed Asset Purchases 2012-2015 264,181.41 50,927.99 53,786.30 2,495.00 24,504.00 0.00 0.00 395,894.70
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CITY OF CHICO MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: FILE DATE: 10/1/15 

FROM: DAN EFSEAFF, PARKS AND 
NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGER 

FILE:   

SUBJECT: FIVE YEAR REVIEW OF CHICO ROD AND GUN CLUB LEASE 

 
On December 1, 2005, the City of Chico and the Chico Rod and Gun Club (CRGC) 
entered into a five year agreement.  The agreement has 2 successive five year automatic 
extensions (the first extension began December 1, 2010, and the second begins 
December 1, 2015 and expires November 30, 2020).  The agreement allows for a third 
extension.  Prior to the extension, the City conducts a review of the lease.  This document 
summarizes the review.  
 
As per recent Council budget directives, the City is developing guidelines for all long-term 
agreements (greater than 5 years).  Once those guidelines are completed, this agreement 
will be evaluated and revised or replaced.   
 

Review of Performance 

Table 1. Review of Selected Agreement Sections.  
Section Issue Performance/Observations 

3 Consideration CRGC has a) used the facility for the intended purpose, b) submitted 
annual reports to the Bidwell Park and Playground Commission 
(BPPC), and c) promotes classes and hours 
(http://www.chicogunclub.org/ ).  

4 Use of Leased Premises 

5 General Public Availability 
Requirements 

The agreement notes that the lessee shall make the facility available 
a minimum of two (2) hours per week.  The Lessee has numerous 
classes for the public, for example, in October 2015 the facilities had 
classes on 25 of 31 days.  

6 Compliance With Statutes. 
Ordinances. And 
Regulations 

The City has received no complaints on these issues.   

7 Waste And Nuisance 

8 Nondiscrimination 

9 Condition Of Leased 
Premises 

Although the facility is showing its age, the lessee maintains the 
property in good condition. The doors are steel and secure, new 
paint is on some surfaces.  In conjunction with the new lease, staff 
would suggest an inspections from City Building staff to make sure 
that the building is in a safe condition and satisfies City code 
requirements for that age and type of building.  

10 Maintenance And Repair 

11 Alterations or Additions The lessee has discussed some improvements to the facility exterior 
roof, siding, and new sign, and some interior measures (kitchen 
remodel).    Lessee will need to submit written description of those 
plans and receive authorization before work commences.   

12 Damage to or Destruction 
of Improvements  

Not applicable.  

http://www.chicogunclub.org/
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Section Issue Performance/Observations 

13 Property Taxes And 
Assessments 

The City pays no taxes on the property.  Lessee indicates that no 
taxes or assessment have been levied.  

14 Utilities and Services Lessee is responsible for utilities on the property.  Water provided 
from a shared well (lessee indicates that they pay for power) that is 
used for facility and a City drinking fountain and quick coupler.   

15 Liens Lessee appears compliant.  

16 Indemnification 

17 General Liability Insurance The Lessee has submitted a current Evidence of Property Insurance 
for the Chico Rod and Gun Club.  
 

18 Fire And Extended 
Coverage Hazards 
Insurance 

Recommendation 

The lessee is in good standing on the conditions on the agreement. Upon review of the 
terms of the agreement, the City has no objection to the automatic extension.  However, 
this extension is short-lived as the City is developing a new policy related to long term 
leases.  Once implemented, a new agreement will likely supersede the current 
agreement.  Here are some considerations that should be considered with a future 
agreement.  

1. Evaluate agreement with new policy currently in progress. The current agreement 
will likely be superseded or modified based on the new policy.  

2. Lessee notes difficulty in meeting 4 hour class times with fall gate closure times.  
We will need to address this issue (explore class times and options that minimize 
impacts on City costs and security of the park).   

3. Lessee will need to submit written requests for improvements and authorization.  
Work will need to proceed with valid permits and inspections. In addition, the 
building will need to be inspected to ensure that it meets safety standards.     

 
 
S:\Admin\Agreements\Lease Agreements\Chico Rod and Gun Club\CRGC_review_agreement_15_0902.docx 
11/5/2015 



Historical Sketch of Shooting Activities in Bidwell Park and CR&CG Timeline… compiled by Neil Potts

April '46: Lease agreement between City and the Hooker Oak Rifle and Pistol Inc. 
For the Chico Rifle Range ; strip of land 200 yds wide and 1100 yds long, 
(100 yds on each side of a center line) N 22 degrees E beginning point.
Beginning point is S 80 degrees E of the Easter Cross.

Feb. '49: Chico Rod and Gun Club votes to "incorperate" though it existed prior to this date 
(as Chico Rod and Club; name change to Chico Rod and Gun Inc. is later).
Formed by members of the old Black Bears Club and other interested sportsmen.
(Formally amended name to Chico Rod and Gun Club, Inc. in 1973)
Club met at various locations around community for business and social gatherings…
Shooting at various locations (theater basement, E-R basement, 
at the fairgrounds, etc.) both as a senior team, affiliated with the Buttes Rifle League 
and for junior shooting.

Sept. '51: Lease agreement between City and Chico Affiliated Gun Clubs for the Bidwell Park Skeet Range .
No location is given.

July '54: BPPC grants license to Chico Rod and Gun Club to have indoor range at current location.
Legend has it that a local judge encouraged members of the Park Commission to act after
having a couple of local youngsters before him on charges of shooting road signs,
He knew of the junior program (active since the late 40s) and thought a dedicated space, 
safe from having to move, was a good idea. BPPC agreed.

54-'57: Chico Rod and Gun Club plans and builds current Clubhouse. 
Club had been looking at other situations; airport and Alm property…
(Park seemed the best option and agreement was made and project started) 
by '57 Club was in the Bldg.; Jr and Sr rifle programs plus pistol and (later) indoor archery.

Aug/Sept '62: City directs BPPC to charge CR&GC with management of the outdoor shooting facilities 
in the Park. (trap and rifle)

62-'67: Chico Rod and Gun Club improves indoor facilities; kitchen and restrooms.
Cement extended to the targets and storeroom added.
Trap range and outdoor range improvements… at Club expense.
Club gives City $200 toward a pipeline to Horseshoe Lake  (from golf course)

Sept. '67: 1954 Lic revoked and in Oct. '67 revised Lic. granted.
Indoor and outdoor facilities… (club harmless for City approved military use of outdoor range)

 '67 to early 90s: programs grow and expand; successuful Rifle Tounament fro '71 to early 90s.
Lack of water (drawdown of new golf couse deprived our well of water) ends tourney.
(Tourney returned for several years in the late 90s and early 2000s. Also 
some Jr  matches.)

Feb. - April '77: 1967 Lic amended adding outdoor archery area.



Historical Sketch of Shooting Activities in Bidwell Park and CR&CG Timeline… continued.

87-'89: Discussions of outdoor facilities use.
Ultimately the 1967 Lic and '77 amendments were revoked and the 1989 Lic granted…
All outdoor venues closed; Club has indoor facilities only. (yr to yr w/ automatic renewal) 

90s:
Lack of water for a couple of years impacted use until agreement with City.

2005: '89 Lic revoked and '05 (current) signed.
Based on a 5yr lease with two 5 year renewals; currently at end of second 5 yr extension…
total term would be out to the end of 2020.
City seeks to renegotiate to get all leases in the park on a common schedule and consistent.

2000-Present: Currently the Club offers the following opportunities:
Rifle… .22 only
Junior; Safety and League (October to April) on Tuesday evenings. 6-8:30pm.
This is one of the original reasons the Club was offered a place in the park.
We offer safety training, marksmanship instruction, and recreational shooting.
All shooters must pass a safety course before participating in live fire.
Senior; League (Nov to March) on Thursday evenings. 6-8:30pm.
This is also one of the original reasons the Club was offered a place in the park.
We offer safety training, marksmanship instruction, and recreational shooting.
All shooters must demonstrate safe range procedures to participate.

Pistol
Open Practice: Wednesday evenings: 7-9* pm. All year (closed on holidays) 

Public and Club practice; no magnum loads.
CCW Practice: 2nd and 3rd Monday evenings: 6pm-8pm

2nd and 3rd Tuesday mornings: 11am-1pm
Practice for CCW qualification. Open to the public by appt.

Bullseye: An open league contact club for more details.
NRA style shooting; .22, .38, and .45 cals.

IDPA: Fourth Monday of each Month 5-9* pm
Registered matches; open to non-members.
Rimfire matches on the 5th Mondasy when they occur.

CCW Classes: First and third Fridays, 5-9*pm. By appointment.
CCW training for new or renewal students. 

Hunter Safety: Dept of Fish and Wildlife Approved Coures.
See Club webpages for details on times and dates.
Classes are two evenings and 1 Saturday session.

Board Meetings: 1st Monday evening, Sept. through June (no July or Aug mtg.)
Club clean-ups; second Saturday each month.
Times vary. Board meetings subject to closure hours also…

*Closing time disclaimer: Winter (Oct-Mar) programs end early (8:30pm +/-)
to comply with the mandated 9pm gate closure time.
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BPPC Division Report Meeting Date 11/26/15 
 
 

DATE: 10/17/15 

TO: Bidwell Park and Playground Commission (BPPC)  

FROM:  Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager 

SUBJECT: Parks and Street Trees and Public Landscapes Report 

 

NARRATIVE 
1. Updates  
 

a. Annie B’s – The North Valley Community Foundation (NVCF) let us know that the City of Chico, Parks fund received 
$20,700.68 (includes NVCF 6.5% percentage grant).  The bulk of the fundraising effort will be applied to the Caper 
Areas renovation project.   

b. Bidwell Park Birthday Bash– Hundreds of people throughout the day came to take part in the Bidwell Bash 
Celebration on September 27, 2015. Park Watch Volunteers greatly contributed their time and helped with the 
activities.  The City of Chico Parks Division created the event to celebrate the 110th year of Annie Bidwell's gift of 
Bidwell Park to the community and to highlight fundraising needs, specifically, the Caper Acres Renovation. The 
Birthday Bash hosted live music performances throughout the day (12-6 pm) with local artists featuring: Smokey 
the Groove, Triple Tree & Lion Pride, The Lilly Diamond Band, Family, and The Night. The Madison Bear Garden, 
The Dog House Concession Stand, and 2 Brothers Ice Cream truck provided food and beverages. The event had 
a number of generous vendors that donated proceeds.  The day finished with a birthday cake and the singing 
"Happy Birthday".  CARD help show the movie "The Wizard of Oz”. 

 
2. Planning/Monitoring 
 

a. Comanche Creek – intensive planning and work continues at the new park that is being developed on the site.  The 
bids for the bridge and other work should go out within the month.  Clearing of vegetation for the bike path began 
and removal of invasive plants continued at an accelerated rate.  

 
3. Maintenance Program 

 
Staff aspires to complete the daily cleaning and safety inspections of all recreation areas including: grounds, 
playgrounds, picnic sites, roads and paths, coupled with daily cleaning and re-supplying of all park restrooms. 
Maintenance and repair of park fixtures, daily opening of gates, posting reservations, unauthorized camp clean up and 
the constant removal of graffiti from all park infrastructure.  

 
a. Lower Park: Staff completed repairs and retrofitting the Bird cage play structure and surround, staff also removed 

the Bunker Hill Mines in preparation for the next phase of Caper Acres renovation. Herbicide application for target 
sites has started throughout Lower Park. Crews have focused on the cleanup (as time allows) of down trees, limbs 
and volunteer piles the progress is slow but headway is being made. 

b. Upper Park: Staff collaborated with the out siders by hauling and placing piles of chip mulch up to and around the 
disc golf course for a to date total of around 30 yards, we hope to continue this until the rainy season set in. 

c. Various Green way Locations:  Park staff in conjunction with Tree staff and ACS cleared back the edge of Golden 
Birch from the Teichert ponds over growth. Staff working with ACS completed the BEC creek clean up from the 
previous weekend. Staff led both the ACS crew and the CCC work force on preparatory clearing of the new 
Comanche creek pedestrian and bike path. 

d. Upcoming Projects:  Bench and bike racks at concession stand, Replace damaged and out of date signs 
throughout the park. 

 
4. Ranger and Lifeguard Programs  
 

a. Annual BEC Cleanup: Rangers posted encampment notices prior to the September 19th cleanup that brought out 
hundreds of volunteers to work in the city’s creeks, greenways and Bidwell Park.  Rangers teamed with officers the 
day of the cleanup and assisted in four arrests. 



 

BPPC Staff Report Page 2 of 8 November 2015 

b. With the summer season in the rear view mirror, ranger focus has become more project oriented.  Weekends are 
packed full of races and fundraisers for various organizations.  Rangers are responsible for oversight, safety and 
adherence to park rules and work diligently with non-profits and event organizers for successful, safe events.   

c. Rangers are currently working on reinstating a vehicle counting system for the park to determine usage in various         
areas. Staff is ordering state of the art units that will simplify the process and collection of data. 

d. Other projects include new interpretive signs for the Yahi Trail and development of a Junior Ranger program to     
launch next spring or summer. 

e. Two rescue incidents involving helicopter evacuations occurred in the park within a week of each other in October. 
On Thursday, 10/8/15, rangers, fire, technical rescue and Butte County SAR responded to a downed mountain 
biker with possible broken ribs off the South Rim Trail.  Due to the location and distance to viable road transport, 
helicopter transport was needed.  Both Butte County SAR and Enloe Flight care were at scene.  Enloe Flight Care 
transported and the rider is now recovering from her injuries.  On Tuesday, 10/13, a hiker was climbing with a 
partner on the basalt rock above Bear Hole near Diversion Dam and lost his footing falling 80’.  Technical Recue, 
CPD Fire and Enloe Flight Care secured the patient and transported him to Enloe. 

 
5. Natural Resource Management 
 

a. Vegetation – City staff, crews, and volunteers continue to work on removing invasive plants to improve habitat and 
elevating native plants to reduce encampments and improve safety and sightlines.  The efforts have been 
concentrated in Lower Park (especially in the corridor in between CARD and the One Mile Dam.  

 
6. Outreach and Education 
 

a. During the 110th Bidwell Bash Birthday Bash, rangers availed themselves to the public for a ranger led bike tour 
through Lower Park sharing historical information along the way. A couple more rides are in the planning stages 
and should occur before the weather turns. 

 
7. Street Trees and Landscapes 
 

a. Aphid Control Project Update – In 2014, Staff canceled the contract and began doing the annual Aphid Control 
project using City employees.  As a result, it cut costs by 30% (the goal is 40% for next year). In addition to the cost 
savings we also have better accountability knowing that the trees were done accurately and had more accurate 
numbers of trees treated. We had 100% success on all the trees that were treated and no phone call complaints. 

b. Lost Park – As part of parking lot improvements, Parking Lot 5 (near Lost Park) will have trees pruned and some 
potential hazards removed. While most of the hazards are non-native trees, a few oaks will be removed that lean 
directly over the lot.  The stumps of those trees will not be treated in an effort that if they resprout, the resultant tree 
can be encouraged to grow more up-right with the removal of some very large silver maple that dominate the area. 
Some additional non-native trees will be removed.  

c. Street Trees – Staff will be issuing a Request for Quotes for the removal of high-value City walnut trees that have 
been determined to be dead or dying.  As with the last bid in 2013, it is hoped that the value of the walnut wood will 
more than off-set the costs of the removals and may result in a net profit to the City, funds that could be used for 
tree planting efforts. A list of the trees to be removed is attached as Attachment A.  

 
8. Volunteer and Donor Program 
 

a. Butte Environmental Council (BEC) Creeks Clean-Up–Over 530 volunteers teamed up with the City of Chico and            
BEC to remove a total of 19,800 pounds of debris from Chico’s waterways!  Please see BEC submitted report 
(Attachment B).   

c. Community Action Volunteers in Education (CAVE) – Approximately 30 CAVE students have started volunteering 
in the Parks and Greenways. Each student is required to complete 30 volunteer hours for the semester to earn 1 
unit. 

d. Annie B’s Fund Drive– $21,050.00 was raised during the event! Those dollars will go toward the Caper Aces 
renovation project. 

e. Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities  
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9. Upcoming Issues/Miscellaneous 

a. Rose Garden – the final plans should be submitted to City inspectors within the next month and we understand that 
some preparation work will likely begin by the end of the year.   

 
  

Date Time Place

5‐Nov 1‐4 pm Sycamore Restoration Area

7‐Nov 9 am to noon   South 1 Mile

8‐Nov 9 am to noon Comanche Creek Greenway

8‐Nov 1 to 4 pm   Lost Park

21‐Nov 9 am to noon  South 1 Mile

28‐Nov 9 am to noon Comanche Creek Greenway
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MONTHLY SUMMARY TABLES 
Table 1. Monthly Volunteer Hours

 
 
 
Table 2.  Monthly Public Permits 

Table  Monthly Public Permits     

Volunteer Activities, September 2015

Date Location
Organization 

Name 
# of 

Volunteeers Tasks Total Hours
Leader's 

Name

All of September Various

Alliance for 

WorkForce 9 Fuels Reduction 1440.00 Shane Romain

9/7/2015‐9/9/2015 Comanche Creek CNPS 1 weeds to green waste 9 S. Mason

various various none 2 pre‐cleanup surveys 8.5 S. Mason

various various FOBP 1 trash pickup 6 S. Mason

various various FOBP 1 invasives survey 11.5 S. Mason

9/9/2015 MSC FOCC 2 planning with Parks  1.5 Janet Ellner

9/11/2015 CCG FOCC/Christbridge 5 removing trash 12.5 Jim Secola

9/13/2015 CCG FCCG 6 removing invasives 20.25 Susan Mason

9/17/2015 CCG FCCG 4 on‐site planning survey 6 n/a

9/18/2015 CCG FCCG 2 prep for PG&E work 2 n/a

9/19/2015 CCG FCCG 5 removing trash 15 Janet Ellner

9/24/2015

Municipal Services 

Center FCCG/BNA 6 HPR grant planning 6 n/a

9/26/2015 CCG FCCG 13 removing invasives 41 Janet Ellner

various CCG FCCG 1 removing invasives 28 Liz Stewart

various home FCCG 1 grant writing (PG&E) 5 Janet Ellner

various home FCCG 1 co‐ordinate PG&E work 4 Janet Ellner

9/1/2015

Lost, Annie's 

Camelia FOBP/DCBA 3 trash pickup 6 Richard Elsom

9/8/2015

Lost, Annie's 

Camelia FOBP/DCBA 3 trash pickup 7 Richard Elsom

9/15/2015

Lost, Annie's 

Camelia FOBP/DCBA 3 trash pickup 6 Richard Elsom

9/22/2015

Lost, Annie's 

Camelia FOBP/DCBA 2 trash pickup 5 Richard Elsom

9/29/2015

Lost, Annie's 

Camelia FOBP/DCBA 3 trash pickup 7 Richard Elsom

9/12/2015 Big Chico Creek Stream Team 12 Water Monitoring 48 Timmarie Hamill

9/12/2015 Big Chico Creek Stream Team 4 Water Monitoring 8 Timmarie Hamill

9/26/2015 Big Chico Creek Stream Team 2 Water Monitoring 8 Timmarie Hamill

9/10/2015 Big Chico Creek Stream Team 4 Water Monitoring 16 Timmarie Hamill

9/21/2015 Big Chico Creek Stream Team 2 Water Monitoring 8 Timmarie Hamill

9/19/2015 Big Chico Creek Stream Team 2 Water Monitoring 6 Timmarie Hamill

9/22/2015 Big Chico Creek Stream Team 2 Water Monitoring 4 Timmarie Hamill

9/24/2015 Caper Acres Youth for Change 6 weeding 12 Shane Romain

9/26/2015 South 1 Mile CAVE 5 Event Assistance 40 Shane Romain

TOTAL HOURS 1796.75
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Date Location Organization Event Participant # 

09/06/2015 Council Ring God Squad AAA Meeting 50 

09/06/2015 1 Mile 
Associated Students 

CSU, Chico BBQ for Students 400 
09/11/2015 1 Mile Soul id Wakeboard Competition 700 

09/12/2015 City Plaza Butte Co Hmong Assoc 
Unveiling of the Gen. Vang Pau 

Statue 250 

09/12/2015 1 Mile Butte Humane Society Bidwell Bark Fun Run/Walk 1000 
09/13/2015 Lower Park Cycle for Sjogren's Bicycle Ride 200 
09/13/2015 Council Ring God Squad AAA Meeting 50 

09/19/2015 1 Mile 

Northern Valley 
Catholic Social 

Services Family Fun Run/Walk 500 

09/20/2015 City Plaza 
Hispanic Chamber of 

Commerce 
Mexican Independence 

Celebration 500 
09/20/2015 Council Ring God Squad AAA Meeting 50 

09/26/2015 
Cedar Grove & 

Meadow 
Chico Community 

Church Run/Walk/Picnic 175 
09/17/2015 Council Ring God Squad AAA Meeting 50 

     
Totals     12 3925 

 
 

Table 3.  Monthly Private Permits 

   Type # Permits # Participants 

   Private 12 500 

   Caper Acres 34 940 

   Totals 46 1440 

 
 

Table 4.  Monthly Maintenance Hours.  

 
 

 
Table 5.  Monthly Street Tree Report.  

 

1. Safety 333 38.3% 161.8%

2. Infrastructure Maintenance 267 30.7% 159.6%

3. Vegetation Maintenance 139 16.0% 152.7%

4. Admin Time/Other 131 15.1% 112.9%

Monthly Totals 869 100% 150.0%
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Table  6. Monthly Incidents 
Ranger Report Incidents    

Date Location Incident  Disposition 
    

09/08/2015 Upper Park Vehicle Burglary Report Taken 

09/09/2015 Upper Park Vehicle Burglary Report Taken 

09/10/2015 Lower Park Fire-Vallombrosa Way Extinguished 

09/17/2015 Middle Park Vehicle Burglary Report Taken 

09/17/2015 Middle Park Vehicle Burglary Report Taken 

09/18/2015 Lower Park Petty Theft Report Taken 

09/26/2015 City Plaza Drunk in Public Arrest 

09/26/2015 City Plaza Warrant Arrest 

09/26/2015 City Plaza Warrant Arrest 

09/29/2015 Lower Park Warrant Arrest 

09/29/2015 City Plaza Warrant Arrest 

 
Table 7.  Monthly Citations and Warnings 

 

 

Ranger Report - Citations 2015

Violation - Citations
Total 

Citations % Rank
Total 

Citations % Rank

Alcohol 1 3% 7 15 5% 4

Animal Control Violations 0 0% 8 5 2% 6

Bicycle Violation 0 0% 8 0 0% 10

Glass 3 8% 4 7 2% 5

Illegal Camping 11 28% 2 46 15% 2

Injury/Destruction City Property 2 5% 5 2 1% 8

Littering 0 0% 8 0 0% 10

Other Violations 2 5% 5 3 1% 7

Parking Violations 13 33% 1 199 66% 1

Resist/Delay Park Ranger 0 0% 8 2 1% 8

Smoking 8 20% 3 22 7% 3

Totals 40 100% 301 100%

AnnualMonthly

Ranger Report - Warnings 2015

Violation - Warnings
Total 

Warnings % Rank
Total 

Warnings % Rank

Alcohol 7 3% 8 157 7% 7

Animal Control Violations 9 4% 7 167 8% 6

Bicycle Violation 27 11% 5 343 16% 3

Glass 37 15% 4 240 11% 5

Illegal Camping 47 19% 2 369 17% 2

Injury/Destruction City Property 13 5% 6 38 2% 9

Littering 45 18% 3 255 12% 4

Other Violations 0 0% 10 18 1% 10

Parking Violations 2 1% 9 54 3% 8

Resist/Delay Park Ranger 0 0% 10 16 1% 11

Smoking 57 23% 1 484 23% 1

Totals 244 100% 2141 100%

AnnualMonthly
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

The Alliance for Workforce cleared vegetation after fire on 
Vallombrosa Way 

The Bidwell Bash was a hit with all generations! 

A lot of bags of popcorn were sold! Historic photo display at the Bash 
 
Attachments:  

A. Walnut Tree Removal List 
B. BEC Creeks Clean-up report.  

 
S:\Admin\BPPC\BPPC_Meetings\2015\15_1026\BPPC_Division_Report_15_1026.docx 
11/12/2015 



EXHIBIT C

Address Street On: Location:

Work 

Zone:  (1) Species: Height DBH Notice Marked Notes: priority 

Walnut Removals 2015
97 Mill St Mill St F:1 1 Black Walnut 45 30 yes yes Dying 1

1420 Normal Ave Normal Ave F:2 1 Black Walnut 30 21 yes yes Dying 1
1818 Normal Ave Normal Ave F:2 1 Black Walnut 45 43 yes yes Dying 1
1914 Broadway Broadway F:1 1 Black Walnut 60 37 yes yes Dying 1

Bidwell Park next to bathrooms Cedar Grove Way see map 2 Black Walnut 60 33 yes yes Fell over 1
1275 E Lindo Ave across the street by creek 3 Black Walnut 35 33 yes yes Dying 1
1281 E Lindo Ave across the street by creek 3 Black Walnut 45 43 yes yes Dying 1
1281 E Lindo Ave across the street by creek 3 Black Walnut 45 37 yes yes Dying 1
2149 Ceres Ave Ceres Ave F:1 4 Black Walnut 40 45 yes yes Dying, decay at base 1
126 W 4th Ave W 4th Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 35 51 yes yes Dying, decay, powerlines 1
183 E 5th Ave E 5th Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 55 34 yes yes Dying 1
220 W 1st Ave W 1st Ave F:3 5 Black Walnut 55 41 yes yes Dying 1
228 W 1st Ave W 1st Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 55 39 yes yes Dying 1
228 W 1st Ave W 1st Ave F:2 5 Black Walnut 70 49 yes yes Dying 1
245 W 7th Ave W 7th Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 65 38 yes yes Dying 1
248 W 7th Ave Arcadian S:1 5 Black Walnut 55 34 yes yes Dead 1
276 E 6th Ave E 6th Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 55 37 yes yes Dying 1
341 W 1st Ave W 1st Ave F:1 5 English Walnut 40 39 yes yes Dying 1
341 W 1st Ave W 1st Ave F:2 5 English Walnut 40 32 yes yes Dying 1
488 E 9th Ave E 9th Ave F:2 5 Black Walnut 70 37 yes yes Dead 1
488 E 9th Ave E 9th Ave F:3 5 Black Walnut 65 27 yes yes Dying 1
498 E 8th Ave E 8th Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 65 43 yes yes Dead 1
612 W 2nd Ave W 2nd Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 60 37 yes yes Dying 1
730 W 2nd Ave W 2nd Ave F:1 5 English Walnut 50 29 yes yes Dying 1

1163 Arcadian Ave W 2nd Ave S:1 5 Black Walnut 60 48 yes yes Dying 1
1163 Arcadian Ave W 2nd Ave S:2 5 Black Walnut 60 40 yes yes Dying 1
1216 Spruce Ave Spruce Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 45 33 yes yes Dead 1
1216 Spruce Ave Spruce Ave F:2 5 Black Walnut 55 38 yes yes Dead 1
1216 Spruce Ave Spruce Ave F:3 5 Black Walnut 45 33 yes yes Dying 1
1216 Spruce Ave E 2nd Ave S:1 5 Black Walnut 35 22 yes yes Dying 1
1216 Spruce Ave E 2nd Ave S:2 5 Black Walnut 35 27 yes yes Dying 1
1360 Palm Ave Palm Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 35 38 yes yes Dead 1
1360 Palm Ave Palm Ave F:2 5 Black Walnut 40 35 yes yes Dead 1
1417 Esplanade W 4th Ave S:2 5 Black Walnut 75 30 yes yes Dying, damage from split 1
1417 Esplanade W 4th Ave S:3 5 Black Walnut 50 34 yes yes Dying 1

NOVEMBER 2015 WALNUT TREE REMOVAL LIST

Attachment A-1

lherman
Text Box



EXHIBIT C

Address Street On: Location:

Work 

Zone:  (1) Species: Height DBH Notice Marked Notes: priority 

Walnut Removals 2015

NOVEMBER 2015 WALNUT TREE REMOVAL LIST

1417 Esplanade W 4th Ave S:4 5 Black Walnut 65 68 yes yes Dying 1
1446 Laburnum Ave E 5th Ave S:3 5 English Walnut 40 28 yes yes Dying 1
1461 Palm Ave E 5th Ave S:3 5 Black Walnut 50 32 yes yes Dying 1
1463 Laburnum Ave E 5th Ave S:5 5 Black Walnut 35 43 yes yes Dying 1
1503 Spruce Ave Spruce Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 50 39 yes yes Dying 1
1505 Oleander Ave E 5th Ave S:5 5 Black Walnut 40 36 yes yes Dying 1
1638 Esplanade Esplanade F:2 5 Black Walnut 50 44 yes yes Dying, decay 1
1638 Esplanade Esplanade F:3 5 Black Walnut 50 34 yes yes Dying, decay 1
1638 Esplanade Esplanade F:4 5 Black Walnut 50 32 yes yes Dying, decay 1
1833 Palm Ave E 9th Ave S:1 5 Black Walnut 70 38 yes yes Dead 1
1920 Oleander Ave Oleander Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 70 50 yes yes Dead 1
2165 Algonkin Ave Algonkin Ave F:1 5 Black Walnut 45 44 yes yes Extensive decay, dying 1
353 E 7th Ave Flume St S:1 6 English Walnut 35 29 yes yes Decay at base, dying 1
651 W 7th St W 7th St F:2 6 Black Walnut 30 31 yes yes Decay, leans over street 1
715 Flume St Flume St F:2 6 Black Walnut 35 33 yes yes Hollow, leans over street 1
924 Nord Ave Nord Ave F:1 6 Black Walnut 65 61 yes yes Dying 1

1017 Aspen St Aspen St F:1 6 Black Walnut 45 38 yes yes Decay at base, dying 1
1219 W 9th St W 9th St F:2 6 Black Walnut 55 52 yes yes Dying 1

Total Trees 53

(1) Please See following maps for Work Zone Locations
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September 22, 2015 

 

City of Chico 

Park Division 

PO Box 3420 

Chico, CA 95927 

 

 

Dear Dan Efseaff, 

 

The Butte Environmental Council has completed another successful Bidwell 

Park & Chico Creeks Cleanup. This amazing, worthwhile community event 

removed approximately 20,000 pounds of garbage and recyclables from the 

creeks of Chico.  

 

I’ve enclosed the report for the 2015 cleanup effort. 

 

We really appreciate that the City of Chico deemed this project worthy of 

funding. We believe that it is beneficial to all humans, wildlife, and the 

environment to get the garbage, recyclables, and hazardous waste out of the 

creeks. 

 

Thank you for your support of this great community event. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Robyn DiFalco 

Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butte Environmental Council is a 501(c)(3) regional non-profit organization. 

Federal ID No.: 94-2309829 
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Butte Environmental Council’s 

2015 Bidwell Park & Chico Creeks Cleanup Event 

Report 
 

Every year the Butte Environmental Council organizes hundreds of volunteers to participate in our 

annual Bidwell Park and Chico Creeks Cleanups. The staff at Butte Environmental Council solicits 

sponsors and volunteers through the mail and by phone, publicizes the events with posters and through 

the media, obtains necessary approval from the Chico Area Recreation District, Butte County Public 

Works, the City of Chico, and the Neal Road Landfill, and coordinates the volunteers on the day of the 

event. The results of the Cleanup are detailed below. 

 

2015 Bidwell Park & Chico Creeks Cleanup 

September 19, 2015 

9:00am to 12:30pm 

Primary Event Coordinator: Lindsay Wood  
 

This year approximately 530 volunteers showed up to help 

clean Big Chico Creek, Little Chico Creek, Comanche Creek, 

and Lindo Channel, as well as Upper and Lower Bidwell Park. 

The volunteer count hit an all-time record this year (compared 

to 457, which was last year’s record-setting number). The volunteers included many teams formed by 

local organizations including; Friends of Bidwell Park, Friends of Comanche Creek, Lindo 

Neighborhood Watch, members of Delta Sigma Pi and Alpha Phi Omega fraternities, several clubs from 

Chico State, Core Butte Charter School ASB, several church groups, Camp Condor, Girl Scout Troop 

70137, Klean Kanteen, Orchard Supply Hardware, as well as Sierra Nevada Brewing Company.  Other 

businesses and agencies helped by sending personnel, equipment, trucks and trailers, such as the 

California Conservation Corps, Butte County Sheriff’s SWAP program, and the City of Chico.  

 

As in past years, the event has two main locations: Hooker Oak Park and the Annie K. Bidwell Parlor 

128 on 10th and Salem.  Volunteers check in at these two locations 

and haul trash back to these stations as well.  This year, due to the 

extremely littered condition of the creeks and greenways due 

primarily to homeless encampments we continued cleanup efforts 

at two new sites: Comanche Creek and the parking lot of 580 East 

Lindo.   

 

Prior to the event, there were efforts to conduct reconnaissance in 

most of the target areas.  This was done with the help of 

volunteers, BEC Event interns, Chico State University Geography Department, Zachary Keller, Shane 

Romain (City of Chico Senior Park Ranger), Susan Mason, and Janet Ellner and took place primarily on 

Lindo Channel, Big Chico Creek, Little Chico Creek, and Comanche Creek. Knowing where the trash is 

before the cleanup helped us send the appropriate number of volunteers directly to some of the worst 

trash sites. 

 

This year’s volunteers allowed us to clean approximately 8 miles of Big Chico Creek, 4 miles of Lindo 

Channel, 3 miles of Little Chico Creek and 1 mile of Comanche Creek, along with most areas of Lower 

and Upper Bidwell Park.  The need is greatest throughout the creeks, as Bidwell Park has regular 

cleanups and maintenance throughout the year.  The vast majority of the material was collected in the 

creeks. 

 
 

Volunteers ready for 

assignments at Hooker Oak 

site 

Phi Kappa Tau volunteers 

CCC’s unloading trash 
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This event would not be possible without the hundreds of people who were willing to spend their time 

on a Saturday morning picking up trash from our beautiful parks and creeks! 

 

Tonnage of Material Collected: 

Participants pulled enough garbage out of our parks and creeks to fill one 40-yard dumpster, three 20-

yard dumpster with trash, and one 15-yard dumpsters with scrap metal. Use of the dump truck enabled 

participants to collect far more material in a shorter amount of time.  This equipment was necessary to 

access and remove trash from certain hard-to-reach areas.  Volunteers also sorted through collected 

materials and separated out aluminum cans, glass, plastic, cardboard and paper, and tin & miscellaneous 

small metal. Approximately 17 tires were removed, several mattresses, as well as a quite a few shopping 

carts and many remnants of bicycles. 

 

Trash Scrap Metal Recyclables Total  

9,240 lbs 2,880 lbs 7,680 lbs 19,800 lbs 

Additional material collected post-event: 985 lbs 

Grand total of material collected that day: 20,785 lbs 

 

Approximately 10 TONS of Material Collected! 
 

Post-Event Trash Collection: 

In addition to the waste collected during our 3.5 hour event, city staff, Susan Mason, and the Sherriff 

SWAP crew continued to collect additional waste from the creek areas into the afternoon.  This 

additional material collected that day exceeded the capacity of our dumpsters, and had to be hauled to 

the Recology Chico yard for storage.  It was later hauled to Neal Road Landfill and dumped at no cost, 

with the Community Cleanup landfill waiver form issued by Butte County Public Works.  This 

additional material was estimated to be about 15 cubic yards of trash, which we in turn estimate to about 

985 pounds.  While this additional material was collected on the same day of the event and in 

conjunction with the event, we are reporting the totals separately because it took place after the event 

had officially ended for the day. 

 

Collection Sites: 

This year we had four different collection sites: Hooker Oak Recreation 

Area, Annie K. Bidwell Parlor 128 (at 10th and Salem Street), Comanche 

Creek, and 580 East Lindo. At each site, staff and volunteers sift through 

the collected material and sort the recyclables including glass, plastic, 

cardboard, newspaper, scrap metal, and aluminum. The bags are also 

checked for hazardous waste (batteries, paint, solvents, mercury-

containing thermometers, needles, etc). Sorting is not the favored 

activity of the cleanup, but it helps keep recyclables and hazardous waste 

out of the landfill. 

 

Hooker Oak Site:  
Site Leaders Mark Gailey dispatched volunteers to areas of Lower & Upper Bidwell Park, all along Big 

Chico Creek from Hwy 99 east to the end of the road in Upper Park. Families with small children were 

encouraged to meet at this site to help clean the park where walking is safer and less treacherous than 

along creek banks. Pre-assigned groups also worked in Lindo Channel from Five-Mile to Cohasset Ave. 

This site filled most of a 20-yard dumpster with garbage, half a 15-yard scrap metal bin, and about 8 

totes of recyclables. 
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Lindo Channel Site: 

Site leader Ellie Ertle dispatched volunteers along Lindo Channel.  Though other sites sent volunteers to 

Lindo Channel, these people were able to concentrate more of their time to being thorough.  They filled 

a 40 yard dumpster, and three totes of recyclables. 

 

Annie K. Bidwell Parlor 128 Site (10th and Salem): 

Site Leader Danielle Baxter sent volunteers to clean Little Chico Creek, Big Chico Creek from Hwy 32 

to Rose Ave, Lindo Channels from Cohasset to Holly, and the Comanche Creek area. The volunteers 

completely filled a 40-yard dumpster, a 20-yard dumpster of bulky recyclables (tires and mattresses), 

and a 15-yard mostly from the garbage out of the creeks.  They filled 6 totes of recyclables. The 15-yard 

scrap metal bin was nearly full.  If shopping carts were found, they had the ones that were in good shape 

delivered to their owners (WinCo, Rite Aid, Safeway). If they were rusted or had parts missing, they 

were placed in the scrap metal bin.  The City’s grapple trucks were instrumental in retrieving large 

amounts of trash from the creek. 

 

Comanche Creek Site: 

Groups at Comanche Creek had participated in cleanups before, and were mostly self-led.  These groups 

included Friends of Comanche Creek, FishBio, and the Sherriff’s SWAP crew.  They filled one 40-yard 

dumpster, and made another 40-yard pile that was picked up a few days later. 

 

Volunteers were advised to exercise caution due to the increase of homeless encampments.  Safety was 

emphasized at all check-in sites to ensure a safe experience for volunteers.   

 

Summary 
For approximately the past decade, Butte Environmental Council has held this community cleanup event 

on the third Saturday of September to coincide with California Coastal Commission’s Coastal Cleanup 

Day, as well as the Great Sierra River Cleanup Day for inland communities in the Sierra Nevada 

Mountains. These coordinated events had over 54,000 volunteers across California who collected more 

than 280 tons of debris! Our local volunteer and waste totals are submitted to California Coastal Cleanup 

Day leaders and add to the grand total. 

 

After the event, BEC was lucky to have sponsor Madison Bear 

Garden and Lundberg Family Farms provide volunteers with a 

barbeque lunch (burgers, carrots & apples, rice chips, and all the 

fixings) held at Hooker Oak Park. Volunteers were entered into a 

drawing for the chance to win some great prizes including gift 

cards, t-shirts, and other great items donated by local businesses. 

 

Once again, we were extremely pleased with the overall success of the event, the turnout of volunteers, 

and especially with the record totals of material collected and removed from our Park and Creeks! 

 
    

Hard Work Makes a Difference 
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