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SUMMARY 
 
The structure now located at 1386 Humboldt Avenue was formerly designated a landmark on 
the City of Chico Historic Resources Inventory while it was at its prior location at 618 West 5th 
Street. This is a request to reinstate that structure to the City of Chico Historic Resources 
Inventory at its present location. Reinstatement requires a recommendation from the 
Architectural Review and Historic Preservation Board to City Council. 
 
 Recommendation 
 

Staff recommends that the Architectural Review and Historic Preservation Board 
forward a recommendation to City Council to reinstate the structure at 1386 
Humboldt Avenue to the Historic Resources Inventory.  

 
 Proposed Motion 
 

I move that the Architectural Review and Historic Preservation Board recommend 
that City Council designate the structure at 1386 Humboldt Avenue as a landmark 
on the City of Chico’s Historic Resources Inventory, as outlined in Attachment G. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

The subject property is located at eastern terminus of Humboldt Avenue adjacent to State 
Highway 99 (see Attachment A, Location Map). The structure on the property was 
previously located at 618 West 5th Street, approximately mid-block between Ivy Street and 
Hazel Street (see Attachment B, Historic Resources Inventory Excerpt).  The single-family 
residence was constructed in 1883 at its original location.  
 
On November 18, 2015 the ARHPB approved a request for a Certificate of Demolition for this 
structure. A demolition permit was issued, and the structure was relocated from 618 W. 5th 
Street to its current location in early-to-mid 2016. Since then, the owners have undertaken an 
extensive and successful restorative renovation. 
 
The historical significance of the structure is supported by its architectural style – unique in 
Chico and representative of an important movement in American vernacular architecture – 
and its former status on the Historic Inventory. The DPR 523A Primary Record form 
(Attachment G) has also been completed and speaks to specific aspects of significance as 
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outlined in the findings of this report. It will be filed with the State upon City Council approval 
of this request, subject to the Board’s determination. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The structure on the Humboldt Avenue property appears to exhibit integrity to its original 
design after its transportation and reassembly. Integrity is defined in CMC section 19.37.030 
as “the ability of a historical resource to convey its significance.”  
 
In this instance, the structure is the only surviving example of the Gothic Revival style that 
still exists within the city and demonstrates its stylistic and historical significance with 
unparalleled integrity. Relocation of the structure was deemed appropriate under CMC 
Section 19.37.130 (Relocation as Alternative to Demolition). Within the approval process, it 
was determined that the structure would be able to retain its historic character-defining 
features after reassembly. A review of the structure as it sits on the site today indicates that it 
has maintained those features and been restored to a real sense of historically-relevant style 
that conveys the significance of the structure. 
 
REQUIRED DESIGNATION CRITERIA  
 
In accordance with Section 19.37.040 of the Chico Municipal Code (CMC), upon the 
recommendation of the Board and the approval of the City Council, any historic resource 
may be designated a landmark if the resource meets any of the following criteria and retains 
a high level of historic integrity:  
 

1. The resource or area embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, 
architectural style or method of construction. 

 
The structure is the only surviving example of the Gothic Revival architectural style 
remaining within the City of Chico. As such, it is distinctive in representing styling from 
a period in the city’s past, while also tying Chico to the broader Carpenter’s Gothic 
movement that was a historical trend across the country. 

 
2. A reconstructed building may be designated a landmark if the reconstruction is 

historically accurate based on sound historical documentation, is executed in a 
suitable environment, and if no other original structure that has the same historical 
association exists. 

 
The reassembly of the structure at its current location was carried out in a manner 
that preserves as much of the original structure as was feasible, and used thorough 
documentation and historical records. As the current site photos (Attachment F) 
demonstrate, the reassembly was successful in remaining historically accurate. 
 

3. A resource moved from its original location may be designated as a landmark if it is 
significant primarily for its architectural value.  

 
The structure is the only standing example of Gothic Revival architectural styling 
remaining within the City of Chico.  It is distinctive in preserving the presence of the 
styling within the City as a representation of past periods in the City’s history, and a 
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lasting connection of Chico with the aesthetic of Carpenter’s Gothic vernacular 
architecture that was a popular trend across the country for many years. The 
relocation of the home maintains that architectural character and its significance. 

  
PUBLIC CONTACT 
 

A legal notice was published in the Chico Enterprise Record at least 10 days prior to this 
ARHPB meeting. As of the date of this report no comments have been received in response 
to the public notice. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

A. Location Map 
B. Previous Historic Resources Inventory excerpt  
C. Site Plan  
D. Elevations and Floor Plan 
E. Original Site Photos 
F. Photos of Reconstruction 
G. Form DPR 532A 

 
DISTRIBUTION  
Internal: 
File HRN 19-01 
SP Sawley 
AP O’Connell 
 
External:  
Scott & Josh Hubbard, 12 Williamsburg Lane, Chico CA 95926. lawofchaos@aol.com; 

lawofzen@aol.com 
Paul Lieberum, Chico Heritage Association, P.O. Box 3517, Chico CA 95927. 

pslieberum@gmail.com 
Richard Macias. richardmacias@comcast.net 
Amy Huberland. Northeast Information Center. ahuberland@csuchico.edu 
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