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Description and Purpose 

Prevent or reduce the discharge of pollutants from paving 
operations, using measures to prevent runon and runoff 
pollution, properly disposing of wastes, and training employees 
and subcontractors. 

The General Permit incorporates Numeric Action Levels (NAL) 
for pH and turbidity (see Section 2 of this handbook to 
determine your project’s risk level and if you are subject to 
these requirements).   

Many types of construction materials associated with paving 
and grinding operations, including mortar, concrete, and 
cement and their associated wastes have basic chemical 
properties that can raise pH levels outside of the permitted 
range.  Additional care should be taken when managing these 
materials to prevent them from coming into contact with 
stormwater flows, which could lead to exceedances of the 
General Permit requirements. 

Suitable Applications 

These procedures are implemented where paving, surfacing, 
resurfacing, or sawcutting, may pollute stormwater runoff or 
discharge to the storm drain system or watercourses. 

Limitations 

◼ Paving opportunities may be limited during wet weather. 

Discharges of freshly paved surfaces may raise pH to 
environmentally harmful levels and trigger permit 
violations. 

Categories 

EC Erosion Control  

SE Sediment Control  

TC Tracking Control  

WE Wind Erosion Control  

NS 
Non-Stormwater 
Management Control 

 

WM 
Waste Management and 
Materials Pollution Control 

 

Legend: 

 Primary Category 

 Secondary Category 

Targeted Constituents 

Sediment  

Nutrients  

Trash  

Metals  

Bacteria  

Oil and Grease  

Organics  

 

Potential Alternatives 

None 

If User/Subscriber modifies this fact 
sheet in any way, the CASQA 
name/logo and footer below must be 
removed from each page and not 
appear on the modified version. 
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Implementation 

General 

◼ Avoid paving during the wet season when feasible. 

◼ Reschedule paving and grinding activities if rain is forecasted. 

◼ Train employees and sub-contractors in pollution prevention and reduction. 

◼ Store materials away from drainage courses to prevent stormwater runon (see WM-1, 
Material Delivery and Storage). 

◼ Protect drainage courses, particularly in areas with a grade, by employing BMPs to divert 
runoff or to trap and filter sediment. 

◼ Stockpile material removed from roadways away from drain inlets, drainage ditches, and 
watercourses.  These materials should be stored consistent with WM-3, Stockpile 
Management. 

◼ Disposal of PCC (Portland cement concrete) and AC (asphalt concrete) waste should be in 
conformance with WM-8, Concrete Waste Management. 

Saw Cutting, Grinding, and Pavement Removal 

◼ Shovel or vacuum saw-cut slurry and remove from site.  Cover or barricade storm drains 
during saw cutting to contain slurry. 

◼ When paving involves AC, the following steps should be implemented to prevent the 
discharge of grinding residue, uncompacted or loose AC, tack coats, equipment cleaners, or 
unrelated paving materials: 

 AC grindings, pieces, or chunks used in embankments or shoulder backing should not be 
allowed to enter any storm drains or watercourses.  Install inlet protection and perimeter 
controls until area is stabilized (i.e. cutting, grinding or other removal activities are 
complete and loose material has been properly removed and disposed of)or permanent 
controls are in place.  Examples of temporary perimeter controls can be found in EC-9, 
Earth Dikes and Drainage Swales; SE-1, Silt Fence; SE-5, Fiber Rolls, or SE-13 Compost 
Socks and Berms 

 Collect and remove all broken asphalt and recycle when practical.  Old or spilled asphalt 
should be recycled or disposed of properly. 

◼ Do not allow saw-cut slurry to enter storm drains or watercourses.  Residue from grinding 
operations should be picked up by a vacuum attachment to the grinding machine, or by 
sweeping, should not be allowed to flow across the pavement, and should not be left on the 
surface of the pavement.  See also WM-8, Concrete Waste Management, and WM-10, Liquid 
Waste Management. 

◼ Pavement removal activities should not be conducted in the rain. 

◼ Collect removed pavement material by mechanical or manual methods.  This material may 
be recycled for use as shoulder backing or base material. 
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◼ If removed pavement material cannot be recycled, transport the material back to an 
approved storage site. 

Asphaltic Concrete Paving 

◼ If paving involves asphaltic cement concrete, follow these steps: 

 Do not allow sand or gravel placed over new asphalt to wash into storm drains, streets, 
or creeks.  Vacuum or sweep loose sand and gravel and properly dispose of this waste by 
referring to WM-5, Solid Waste Management. 

 Old asphalt should be disposed of properly.  Collect and remove all broken asphalt from 
the site and recycle whenever possible. 

Portland Cement Concrete Paving 

◼ Do not wash sweepings from exposed aggregate concrete into a storm drain system.  Collect 
waste materials by dry methods, such as sweeping or shoveling, and return to aggregate base 
stockpile or dispose of properly.  Allow aggregate rinse to settle.  Then, either allow rinse 
water to dry in a temporary pit as described in WM-8, Concrete Waste Management, or 
pump the water to the sanitary sewer if authorized by the local wastewater authority. 

Sealing Operations 

◼ During chip seal application and sweeping operations, petroleum or petroleum covered 
aggregate should not be allowed to enter any storm drain or water courses.  Apply temporary 
perimeter controls until structure is stabilized (i.e. all sealing operations are complete and 
cured and loose materials have been properly removed and disposed). 

◼ Inlet protection (SE-10, Storm Drain Inlet Protection) should be used during application of 
seal coat, tack coat, slurry seal, and fog seal. 

◼ Seal coat, tack coat, slurry seal, or fog seal should not be applied if rainfall is predicted to 
occur during the application or curing period. 

Paving Equipment 

◼ Leaks and spills from paving equipment can contain toxic levels of heavy metals and oil and 
grease.  Place drip pans or absorbent materials under paving equipment when not in use.  
Clean up spills with absorbent materials and dispose of in accordance with the applicable 
regulations.  See NS-10, Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance, WM-4, Spill Prevention and 
Control, and WM-10, Liquid Waste Management. 

◼ Substances used to coat asphalt transport trucks and asphalt spreading equipment should 
not contain soap and should be non-foaming and non-toxic. 

◼ Paving equipment parked onsite should be parked over plastic to prevent soil 
contamination. 

◼ Clean asphalt coated equipment offsite whenever possible.  When cleaning dry, hardened 
asphalt from equipment, manage hardened asphalt debris as described in WM-5, Solid 
Waste Management.  Any cleaning onsite should follow NS-8, Vehicle and Equipment 
Cleaning. 
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Thermoplastic Striping 

◼ Thermoplastic striper and pre-heater equipment shutoff valves should be inspected to 
ensure that they are working properly to prevent leaking thermoplastic from entering drain 
inlets, the stormwater drainage system, or watercourses. 

◼ Pre-heaters should be filled carefully to prevent splashing or spilling of hot thermoplastic.  
Leave six inches of space at the top of the pre-heater container when filling thermoplastic to 
allow room for material to move. 

◼ Do not pre-heat, transfer, or load thermoplastic near drain inlets or watercourses. 

◼ Clean truck beds daily of loose debris and melted thermoplastic.  When possible, recycle 
thermoplastic material. 

Raised/Recessed Pavement Marker Application and Removal 

◼ Do not transfer or load bituminous material near drain inlets, the stormwater drainage 
system, or watercourses. 

◼ Melting tanks should be loaded with care and not filled to beyond six inches from the top to 
leave room for splashing. 

◼ When servicing or filling melting tanks, ensure all pressure is released before removing lids 
to avoid spills. 

◼ On large-scale projects, use mechanical or manual methods to collect excess bituminous 
material from the roadway after removal of markers. 

Costs 

◼ All of the above are low cost measures. 

Inspection and Maintenance 

◼ Inspect and verify that activity-based BMPs are in place prior to the commencement of 
paving and grinding operations.   

◼ BMPs must be inspected in accordance with General Permit requirements for the associated 
project type and risk level.  It is recommended that at a minimum, BMPs be inspected 
weekly, prior to forecasted rain events, daily during extended rain events, and after the 
conclusion of rain events. 

◼ Sample stormwater runoff required by the General Permit. 

◼ Keep ample supplies of drip pans or absorbent materials onsite. 

◼ Inspect and maintain machinery regularly to minimize leaks and drips. 
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