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Esplanade Corridor Safety and Accessibility Study
Stakeholder Interviews — June 2015

Global Issues

e Timing of the signals impacting drive speed and crossing patterns

e Inthe afternoon, the sun is problematic with sight distance

e ADA access crossing the streets.

e Bike Plan update —in progress.

e CANA —see neighborhood plan

e Need signage

e Need enforcement and red light cameras

e Timing traffic signals, anticipation, speeds, etc.

e Oleander/First

e First Avenue

e Roads are wide, roads are narrow...people, the road widths are not going to change
substantially.

e ADA access is huge

Monday, June 15, 2015

Enloe Medical Center, Bill Sequine

Main hospital
Parking structure
Own and lease space

700,000 sf owned and lease, 30,000 of that leased, 20,000 people per day coming into 3 locations in the
hospital. (So likely higher)

Conference Center — classes and training every day of the week. Use it for other purposes. Can be used
for the public workshop.

Pedestrian crossing issues at 5" and 6"
Can 5™, 6™ and NS street ...can they be closed
5t Street has a lower road base

Employee parking — 742 spaces in parking structure (200+ spaces on fourth floor are mostly empty, 150
surface spaces on 5™, 40 surface spaces on 6, plus parking for conference center, plenty of bike storage
secured. Some valet parking services for visitors.

1300 day shift employees at all locations, 2700 employees overall, 65 percent in the Esplanade area.

Some bikers, walkers, and transit users



They offer free bus passes
Patient parking, surface parking on 5%...plus parking structure (only physical designated parking)

Expansion plans — Moving ancillary services out and lower volume and higher need services back to the
hospital. Don’t expect to grow number of employees other than absorbing private groups. Looking to
buy and acquire spaces. Want real estate to buffer from neighborhood.

Employees are coming in via 8" and Arcadian, coming in via 4™, some traffic on 7", and lots of traffic on
5t

No NB left-turn on 5% at Esplanade and Emergency Room at 5.

Truck and deliveries — coming in on 4" and 5. Loading dock on 5%, materials warehouse between 5"
and 4%,

Good sidewalk access from 7t to the south.
Deal with these issues:

e Landscaping along the frontage roads...sight distance impacts near the hospital.

e Timing of the lights and the crosswalks.

e Public crossing at 5™ due to bus stop and classes and convention center

o Need directional signage for the hospital from First, trees create solid wall, can see the hospital
building. Need directional signage along the Esplanade where to turn. Way finding challenge.
Leads to traffic passing the hospital.

e Mitigations which pushes traffic from the neighborhood onto the Esplanade.

e Would be welcome to meter managed parking.

School District, Julie Kissel

High School — closed campus for freshman
School bus drop off — on campus back on Lincoln, special Ed buses on Sac pull out.

Student Parking — 30% parking. One student designated lot, almost full...Students Park all over the
neighborhood to sneak out.

Staff parking lots both Lincoln and Sac and in front of school

Parent drop off everywhere — illegally waiting on Lincoln in the afternoon. Getting across 1% Avenue (on
both sides of Esplanade) is difficult because it is free flow on 1% Avenue. Red curb on south side.

High School and Middle School only start 5 min apart....maybe needs to be farther apart.

W Sac Corner hot spot — uncontrolled...movements from Esplanade to frontage road, previous
discussions with City for a flashing light here...investigating signal instead? Bikes cross from east to west
in the crosswalk.

Lincoln hot spot — Odd movements from Lincoln onto Esplanade, Lincoln one-way with no parking, but
problematic with parents parking



Bicycling — bike secured storage on campus...lots of kids riding bikes.
Parking lot at the corner of Sac/Warner leases to CSU.

Middle School

Lot of bike riders...bike secured storage access off Oleander

Avenue traffic coming down Oleander to middle school

No bike safety education to Middle School...just elementary school.

Memorial/Valambrosa — traffic across memorial to Esplanade, across to Bidwell Mansion. High school
kids across to the frontage road.

Drop off in front of Middle School is 3 lanes wide.
Adding some striping crosswalk at Oleander/Frances Willard.

Citrus elementary school (K-6)

Buses, lots of walking and biking. (Almost all walk and bike...most parents don’t have transportation, but
good parent participation)

No SRTS training.
Issues to Address:

e Safe crossings

e Safe bike paths that are clearly designated.

e Cars running red lights on Esplanade....maybe not purposeful, but a mistake because the signals
are not visible because of the tree growth, or lost time with turning conflicts.

e Lack of mastarms

e Roundabout at Memorial would help alleviate cross traffic into the neighborhoods.

e Sacand Lincoln crossings should have a higher level of improvements than the rest of the
crossings.

Aug 14%" start of school...separate flyer.

State Parks — Matt Teague — District Engineer

Traffic circle in parking lot...originally conceptualized as rubber curb...but it is a temporary solution.
Parking lot is too small. 26 spaces, 3 or 4 buses show up, no parking for parents

Frontage road entering parking lot is a burden.

Some special events...would like to expand...but limited by parking

Science museum has no bus parking, bus parking was supposed to be part of Phase Il...which is now
dead.

Science museum did not build their own access



Museum has sold off half of their parking for CSU permit parking.

Events are limited to W, Th, F, Sat, Sun, no Mon, Tues., civic, weddings, lawn predominately,
Visitor center is being upgraded, museum,

Start of school — invites new parking demand for Campus.

Campus ped/bike access

Contra flow in traffic circle by peds/bikes

New crosswalk on south leg of memorial has helped.

Tree impacts? Parks can provide a landscape plan and/or historic tree inventory.

Goal is to expand their parking

Don’t want to give up any property to the City

Sowilleno Avenue — owned by both State and CSU — State would prefer to close it. Source of traffic is
drop offs to CSU...could use a cul de sac. Potential for conversion to ped/bike path only.

Science Museum

Renee Renner, Executive Director. She is located at the museum site very day.
On Chico’s State’s campus

No physical changes sought

15,000 visitors per year for the museum

Sat, Sun school trips...only open 12-5.

Field trips 4 days of 5 days per week. “Hand’s on lap” drop off kids. But no coordination with State
Parks.

Parking lot in front is controlled by CSU.

Challenges —

No bus parking on site

Large exhibits which require large trucks for delivery

Roundabout is a safety concern because it is used as a pick-up and drop off point, and as a crosswalk at
any point with pedestrians walking without any awareness.

Stolen bike hub area...and other hidden areas of the corridor.
Junipers along frontage road should be removed.
Issues with pedestrian crossings

Parking difficulties with science lot...needing permit and to get on the list.



Signage for parking is convoluted.
Lack of green turning arrows, sun obstructions, frontage road confusion, and yellow light is too short.
Flashing walk time is not enough, crossing Esplanade.

BCAG - Jim Peplow, Ivan Garcia

25-28 mph timing on the corridor. Used to be signs indicating 28 mph. Loose it a First Street
(tres)...twice a day. Morning high school and after 3-6

Routes 15 and 16
Goal is a %4 miles apart.

How many riders — Route 15 is one of the two busiest, 20,000/month, 800 per day. Core route...if it gets
down, domino effect.

2 years ago...added Route 16 fills in gap times on schedule route.
GPS on board

Going down frontage roads is a killer on timing. Too narrow...traffic blocked. In the Fall, the leaves gets
clogged in the buses. Delay caused by Chico High School...10-15 min delay.

Long Term — would prefer not to have to use frontage roads...move onto main line.
Transit priority for signalization?...would compete well for funds.
Inventory of stops image

Bidwell mansion. Frontage road from HS is a big waste of time. How about moving the stop into the
right turn lane approaching Memorial.

Impacts of bus stop with adjacent diagonal space.

CMAQ - emissions analysis. For PE

500K, 1.MK...dividable chunks.

GhG for ATP.

School district participation..

Chico Velo

Janine Rood

Newsletter around the 15 of the month.

Next meeting is July 12" Sunday.

North of 11th is not ride able from families, bike path is fine, but veers off to far.

Most folks riding bikes on the corridor are going north of 11",



She likes the frontage roads.

501C nonprofit. Bicycle advocacy. Not a bike club.

Mission is to get more people riding bikes...conversations are more about commuting.
Equal amounts of riders on Oleander as Esplanade.

Frontage roads are two-way north of 8"??

1. Kids

2. Transients
3. Commuters
4. Recreational

Frontage roads are shaded not the center of the boulevard...better for riding
Vehicle traffic on the frontage roads needed.

No signage!

Oleander/First Street crossing is needed.

Oleander needs to be part of this study.

Sidewalk from couplet project needs to be marked for bike travel.
Crossing 5 has been better since the traffic calming

1%t/Oleander bicyclist’s death

Separate bike turn lanes needed:

1%t/Oleander and 1%!/esplanade

5% then 9%, then 7", then 3™ in terms of busy traffic

Sharrows down on frontage roads.

Tuesday, June 16, 2016

CANA — Chico Area Neighborhood Association

Chico Street to Lindo channel, mangrove to train tracks
Memorial — East 1°* avenue, east of Esplanade down to Chico Creek
Expect it to be dangerous...but because of that it is safe.

Frontage roads are acting as bike routes, Oleander and Arcadian are not functioning. So just
acknowledge that the frontage roads are the bike routes.

Keep Clear in the road is working fine.

Enforcement issues...wrong way riders, not stopping, not looking.



Beginning of school year is the worst time because of new drivers...check data.
As a cyclists crossing E-W impacted by N-S traffic anticipating the lights.
Memorial/Esplanade — Science museum

CANA issues:

11™ Ave/Esplanade

— Problems with Holly Avenue bridge connection

3 blocks west of the Esplanade are City with narrower roads...west of that is County with wider roads.
Hospital pedestrians crossing....can’t use bulbing on the Esplanade

Speed on East First Avenue —

Oleander — no crosswalks of Oleander between Memorial and E First

High school crossings need to be addressed.

Since the Avenues Plan...there have been deaths and injury accidents on bikes.

Bicycles — Previous recommendations suggested that frontage roads run opposite of adjacent travel
lanes. Easy to accomplish between 1% and memorial because of the meters and permit parking.

Problems — Old State Route designation, needs to be changed. No State involvement on the Esplanade
now.

Roundabouts — would benefit the Esplanade. Speeding an issue. 8" would be a candidate.
First/Oleander is a problem because traffic is focusing on the Esplanade signal.

East side of the Esplanade near Sacramento...some of the oldest sidewalks in town.
Collision numbers are way lower than the incidents

Oleander/First is a big issue

Avenues Plan’ traffic engineer said that roundabouts are applicable on the roundabout

Concerned about planning aspects of County owned land on Oleander. (How did traffic model treat this
parcel)?

Oleander is in poor condition...needs to be more accommodating for bikes.
Previous planning sessions — there has been zero implementation.
Oleander/First Avenue is a problem

Anything to slow traffic down on E First would be welcomed.

Traffic is not watching where they are going. Watching lights ahead.

Police need to enforce Oleander corridor....needs a radar survey



Camera lights at traffic signals.

Can’t improve the traffic until we get the police on our sides.
Speed bumps...is it possible.

Bike rider

Oleander needs bike lanes...needs to be repaved.

Fix potholes

First Avenue roundabouts are a good idea.

First Avenue is a terror.

Parked vehicles on First Avenue obstruct sight distance

Chico Chamber of Commerce — Katie Simmons

Business Walks once per month....use for this study.

Either July 24™ or July 31° (Fridays)...2 hours.

Iconic

Avenue of trees

Lots of history

Represents what Chico used to be ...connection to the past.

Bike traffic on frontage roads

Chico High School

Need to talk to Downtown business association

Melding of university traffic with student traffic, peds, bikes...triangle section....
Connection of Esplanade to downtown is critical...has more potential as a gateway.
Center for Nutrition (Patty Horsley), CSU...is seeking an SRTS grant...High School
Feed Store — need to turn left over the center bumps...either stop it or allow it.
Dutch Bros Coffee...traffic feeding onto the frontage, impacted with drive through traffic.
Starbucks goes east....backing up onto frontage.

North end the forgotten stepchild

NB right to Cohasset backs up over the bridge

Need to define the characteristics of the north end.

Chico Nut comes to life at Christmas



Gateway opportunities on both ends

Chico Heritage Association

Why not the north point of the Esplanade?

Why fix it.

Don’t mess with the timed lights...save a lot of gas?

If you are a bike commuter...pain to stop on the side streets....would like to see yield for bicycles.
History behind the Esplanade:

Marysville-Shasta Road...became SR 99...lines of trees separated horses from wagons from pedestrians
Subdivided in 1880s

Call Tom DiGiovanni — great resource

11* Avenue is starting to become a cut-through

Lindo Channel — Sandy Gulch

Signs used to say 28 mph. (Find the signs)

Esplanade handles twice as much traffic as Mangrove??

Been a number of changes over the year

Bring back the trolley

MONCA

Vet's building 1927

MONCA Art Museum - Leasing through the County.

Concerns about parking from the neighborhood

When the high school is not in session..MONCA can use their parking
Will have 11 designated on-street parking spaces

Vacate for 10 years

Starting in 2016 — Art Museum, first 4 ksf...entrance off Esplanade, phase Il, auditorium, will be
exhibition spaces...rental for events.

Whole building 17,500 sf.
Hope to have some interaction with students as interns.
Concerned about crossings to the high school lot

Putting up bike racks to encourage biking



Working with B Line for incentives to ride the bus
Bus stop in front of MONCA
How about use of the County courthouse site on Oleander

Which is closer...high school parking or Oleander courthouse parking?

Friday, July 24, 2015

Lori Hoffman, CSU Chico

No official access via the Esplande....minor entrance

All science museum parking is CSU permit parking (parking fund built the parking)
CSU owns the 2 acres that the science museum sits on.

Trees fronting the site are state owned.

e 17,000 students (60% live in 2 mile radius...less than 5 % to the north)
e 1,000 staff
e 1,000 faculty

Warner/West Sac lot — CUSD leaving the lot to CSU.
OK with closing So Le Mi street.
A bigger priority for CSU is the NORD/Sacramento area.

John Growden, Northern Star Mills

Bike interaction on the pavement in the area of truck deliveries and parking is an issue. The property
line is somewhere between the dock and the edge of sidewalk.
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