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Introductions



Meeting Objectives

•Provide a project overview

•Explain the environmental review process

•Describe the scoping process

•Answer questions



• Project Overview

• Environmental Review Overview

• Scoping Process

• Questions and Answers

Meeting Outline



• History/Existing Conditions

• Specific Plan Creation

• Proposed Specific Plan

Project Overview



Barber, California, 1904

O.C. Barber Sierra Logging



Town of Barber
 Integration of Industrial, Commercial
and Residential uses
 Railroad-based industry
 Cluster of commercial/industrial buildings
 Surrounded by neighborhood





Recreation at the Factory





Remnants From 
the Factory Days



Asphalt Cap

Engineering and 
Shop Buildings

Warehouse Bldg.



Asphalt Cap



Engineering 
Building



The Shop Building



The Warehouse
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• Specific Plan Creation
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Project Overview



SPA-2 
Barber Yard



Special Planning Area



2021 Zoom Meetings



Specific Plan Creation



2021 Zoom Meetings



2021 Zoom Meetings



2024 2024-2041



• History/Existing Conditions

• Specific Plan Creation

• Proposed Specific Plan

Project Overview





BYSP Table of Contents
1. Introduction 
2. Vision 
3. Land Use 
4. Parks & Amenities 
5. Streets & Mobility 

6. Utilities 
7. Implementation 
8. Glossary 
Appendix: Design 
Guidelines 



2.1.2 Objectives
The “foundational philosophy” that guides and directs 
the land use vision of the BYSP.
• …an extension of the Barber Neighborhood.
• Preserve and celebrate the BYSP Area’s rich history 

to foster a strong sense of place.
• Encourage community and stakeholder input during 

the preparation of the BYSP.
• ..connections to the existing Barber Neighborhood, 

Downtown, and Chico State...



Objectives Continued:
• …wide range of housing… choices that are generally 

smaller than the average unit size in Chico...
• Embrace a variety of transportation choices...
• Create walkability throughout the BYSP Area and 

into the surrounding neighborhood.
• …encourage a central social hub for new residents, 

the broader neighborhood, and the Chico 
community.



Proposed Zoning





Block and Lot Configurations



Recreational Amenities



The Social Hub





Recreational Amenities



Athletics Facility



Three Pocket Parks



Neighborhood 
Edge

Chestnut St. or Normal Ave.



Street Network Connections



Bicycle Infrastructure Plan



Street Sections



Offsite Storm Water Facilities



• Project Overview

• Environmental Review Overview

• Scoping Process

• Questions and Answers

Meeting Outline



The California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) is a law that applies to projects 
that require a discretionary approval by 
a state or local governmental agency.

An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is 
the highest level of CEQA review.

The City of Chico is the Lead Agency for 
the Barber Yard Specific Plan project 
and is overseeing the EIR process.

Environmental Review



Application

Environmental
Review

Hearings to 
Consider Project

Prepare Draft EIR

45-Day Comment Period

Prepare Responses to 
Comments

Release Final EIR



FirstCarbon Solutions
• 39 years of experience serving public and private 

clients throughout California
• Staff of experienced teams specializing in 

environmental concerns:
• Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas
• Biological Resources
• Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources
• Hazards and Hazardous Materials
• Transportation



Environmental Review Process

= Opportunity for Public Input

Notice of 
Preparation 

(NOP)

Scoping Period 
(30 Days)

Environmental 
Review

Draft EIR
Published

Public Comment Period for 
Draft EIR
(45 Days)

Response to 
Comments and 

Final EIR

Public
Hearings

Certification
of EIR

March 24, 2023 March 25 – April 24, 2023



CEQA Analysis Topics
• Aesthetics
• Agriculture and Forestry
• Air Quality
• Biological Resources
• Cultural, Tribal, and Historic Resources
• Energy, Climate Change, and Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• Geology and Seismicity
• Hazards and Hazardous Materials
• Hydrology, Drainage, and Water Quality
• Land Use, Population, and Housing
• Mineral Resources
• Noise and Vibration
• Public Services and Recreation
• Traffic and Transportation
• Utilities and Service Systems
• Wildfire

How will the project, as proposed, change existing environmental conditions?



Informing the Analysis
The Scoping Process

• Draft EIR will analyze the Barber Yard Specific 
Plan as proposed

• Comments should focus on the scope and 
content of the EIR Analysis, not the merits or 
design of the project

• Comments will be considered during project 
analysis under applicable topical areas within 
the Draft EIR



• Project Overview

• Environmental Review Overview

• Scoping Process

• Questions and Answers

Meeting Outline



This scoping period is intended to solicit 
public input on the scope and content of 
the EIR.

Comments should be provided to the 
City of Chico in written form.

All comments will be considered during 
the preparation of the EIR.

Scoping Process



The City will prepare and circulate a 
Draft EIR for public review (45 days).

The EIR will evaluate environmental 
issue areas that may result in significant 
effects.

Technical studies and modeling data will 
support the analysis in the EIR.

Next Steps



• Project Overview

• Environmental Review Overview

• Scoping Process

• Questions and Answers

Meeting Outline



• Project Information Available at 
https://chico.ca.us/barber-yard

• Sheets are provided for hand-written 
comments, email preferred!

• EIR scoping comment period runs until 
Tuesday, May 9th at 5 p.m.

• Email comments or questions to: 
mike.sawley@chicoca.gov

Reminders:
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