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Tips for driving in inclement weather 

NARRATIVE: 
 
With the arrival of the heavy rains of El Niño, the Chico Police Department wishes to remind 
drivers of some important driving tips. 
 
Turn on your headlights: Rainy weather reduces visibility. If your wipers are on, so should 
your headlights (as required by law). 
 
Replace your old wipers: Poor wipers can be more than annoying, they can cause dangerous 
streaks that are hard to see through. If your wipers are more than a year old, they should be 
replaced. 
 
Check your tires for proper tread and pressure: Significantly worn or improperly inflated tires 
increase the chance of losing traction or hydroplaning. 
 
Slow down: Give yourself a few extra minutes to get where you are going, and allow more 
room between yourself and the vehicle in front of you. Avoid last-minute braking. 
 
Never drive through standing or moving water: There is no way to tell how deep the water is. 
What appears to only be a few inches deep may actually be a several feet deep. Water 
running across a road can be surprisingly swift and can easily wash out the road or your 
vehicle. It only takes 6 inches of water to make you lose control of your vehicle, and most 
vehicles float if there is 18 inches of water. 
 
Never drive around barricades: If a road is closed, do not take a chance and drive around the 
barricades. The roads are closed for your safety. 
 
Avoid distracted driving: While it’s important to not text or use your phone and drive all the 
time, distracted driving is especially important to avoid during inclement weather. 
 
If traveling, check road conditions often: Caltrans has a road condition hotline. Call 1-800-
427-ROAD (7623) 

 


