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City of Chico and California State University, Chico Partnership 
 

On Monday, January 25, 2016, at 8:30 a.m. in the City Council Chamber, representatives from the City of Chico 
and California State University, Chico will be signing a very significant and historic document titled “The Joint 
Public Safety Agreement.”  This collaborative agreement outlines a strategy that was developed to leverage public 
safety resources in and around the University campus with the ultimate goal of improving the safety and quality of 
life for both students and other residents.  
 
Through the Town & Gown committee efforts, Chaired by Vice Mayor Morgan, it was identified that further 
research was needed on how best to utilize public safety resources between the City and University. Community 
leaders representing the Chico Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Chico Business Association, Chico Police 
Department, as well as Mayor Sorensen volunteered to participate in a visit to San Luis Obispo, a city with similar 
challenges. This visit provided a firsthand look at the strategies utilized in addressing the unique complexities 
associated with having a University adjacent to residential and commercial areas within its community. 
 
The trip was successful and provided the participants with valuable information that served as the foundation of the 
Joint Public Safety Agreement.  This agreement is an extension of the collaborative partnership that exists between 
the City and University, and outlines the call for mutual aid between both the City and University’s Police 
Departments. Mutual aid between the two agencies will lessen the impact on the Chico Police Department while 
also allowing the University Police Department to respond to off-campus events and disturbances.  Paired with the 
unruly gatherings ordinance (among others) the City and the University have the goal of providing a safe, healthy 
environment for all citizens, including our student population. 
   
 “It is our goal to make the mile surrounding Chico State among the safest in Chico.” – University Police Chief 
Feeney 
 
 “This agreement further enhances the already established relationship between Chief Feeney and myself and our 
respective departments and will have both an immediate and positive impact on our community, lasting well into 
the future.” – Chico Police Chief O’Brien.  
 
“We now have an agreement which better codifies the sharing of information and resources between CSU and 
Chico police departments, gives CSU police the ability to assist in managing the impacts of off-campus student 
housing, will greatly improve student safety and allow Chico police department to deploy its resources more evenly 
and effectively across our city.” – Mayor Mark Sorensen.  
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