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TYPE OF INCIDENT: 148pc — Obstruct/delay an officer / Suspicious Device
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: McDonalds - 655 Palmetto Ave.

DATE/TIME OCCURRED: 8-10-16 / 0748 Hours

INCIDENT CASE NUMBER: 16-5987

VICTIM: N/A

SUSPECT: Perry McElyea, 46 year old male, homeless in Chico

NARRATIVE:

On 8-10-16 at about 0748 Hours, the Manager of McDonalds phoned the Chico Police
Department to report there was a male, later identified as 46 years old Perry McElyea,
standing on top of the electrical box, located at the rear of the business. The manager
reported McElyea was trying to light something on fire.

Officers responded to the scene and when they arrived, McElyea was walking away,
eastbound through the rear parking lot of McDonalds. When an Officer called out to
McElyea, he reached toward his waistband, ran a short distance, but then subsequently
complied to the Officer's commands.

During a subsequent investigation, Officers found a round bottle on top of the
electrical box McElyea had been standing on. The bottle appeared suspicious and had the
appearance of an incendiary device. The east portion of the McDonalds’ parking lot and the
parking lot to the east of the Tri-Counties Bank were cordoned off. The businesses in the area
were not evacuated, but were notified of the incident.

The Butte County Interagency Bomb Squad responded to the scene and determined
the bottle was not an incendiary device or a danger to the public. The bottle was disposed of
by the Bomb Squad.

McElyea was arrested and booked into the Butte County Jail for obstructing or
delaying a police officer.
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The cordoned off areas were closed to the public for a little over an hour. The Chico
Police Department also wants to remind citizens to report any suspicious items or devices to
Law Enforcement so properly trained personnel can deal with the item in an appropriate
manner.
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