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TYPE OF INCIDENT: Vehicle Theft with Force, Hit and Run Collision 
 
LOCATION OF INCIDENT: 1300 block of Mulberry St. 
 
DATE/TIME OCCURRED: 12-30-15 2207 hours 
 
INCIDENT CASE NUMBER: 15-9114 
 
SUSPECT: Francis Lewallen of Chico (Age 38) 
 
NARRATIVE: 
 

The victims had just stopped their vehicle, a 2009 Toyota Corolla, in front of a house in the 1300 

block of Mulberry St when they saw Lewallen approach them.  The victims exited their vehicle 

and asked Lewallen if she needed help.  Lewallen pushed past one victim and got into the 

passenger seat of the vehicle, which was still running.  One of the victims attempted to pull her 

out of the vehicle, but Lewallen was able to move into the driver’s seat.  The other victim then 

attempted to pull Lewallen out of the driver’s seat, but was unsuccessful.  Lewallen was able to 

drive away with the vehicle causing the victim to fall onto the roadway. This caused a minor 

injury to the victim.   

 

Within ten minutes, CPD received a call of a hit and run traffic collision in the area of W. 5th Ave 

and the Esplanade.  The vehicle that fled was reported to be disabled just a few blocks away.  

Officers arrived in the area and determined the vehicle that had fled the scene of the collision was 

the stolen Toyota Corolla.  Lewallen was detained near the stolen Toyota and eventually 

identified as the suspect in the vehicle theft.   Lewallen was arrested and booked into Butte 

County Jail for vehicle theft as well as leaving the scene of a traffic collision.  

 


