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TYPE OF INCIDENT: Sexual Exploitation of a Child

LOCATION OF INCIDENT: Oak Park, W. 8t Avenue and Nord Avenue
DATE/TIME OCCURRED: 2-4-15,

INCIDENT CASE NUMBER: #15-0307

VICTIM: 11 year old female, Chico Resident

SUSPECT: Reginald Ealy Jr., DOB: 7/17/84, Chico Resident

NARRATIVE:

On 1-17-15, Chico Police Patrol Personnel initiated an investigation after learning that
Reginald Ealy Jr, 30 years of age was corresponding with an 11 year old female on a social
media site. The victim’s adult sister was conducting a check of the victim’s Facebook account
and located the correspondence. Much of the content was sexual in nature. The Chico Police
Detective Bureau took over the investigation after it was clear that Ealy knew he was
communicating with a minor.

During the investigation, it was learned that Ealy did not know the victim and they were not
friends on Facebook. Ealy began the correspondence with the victim after “following” her
posts. Ealy’s conversations turned sexual early on, and he had sent very sexually explicit
messages and photos to the victim. At one point, it appeared Ealy was attempting to make
arrangements to meet the victim. The Detective Bureau, led by Case Agent Jeramie
Struthers, secured the victim’s account. Several search warrants were executed into the
social media sites and evidence of these crimes was seized.

Once the victim was safely isolated from harm, the Detectives began communicating with
Ealy, posing as the victim. Again, Ealy continued his sexual exploitations and it became clear
that he wanted to meet the victim with the intent of sexually molesting her.

On 2-4-15, 7:15pm, Ealy drove to Oak Park with the specific intent of meeting the victim to
sexually molest her. He was arrested by the Detectives after he was seen parking at the

Supervisor:  Sgt. Matt Madden Watch Commander: Lt. Mike Nelson

Prepared By: Sgt. Matt Madden Date/Time: 2-5-15, 1000



CHICO POLICE DEPARTMENT
PRESS RELEASE

530-897-4900

predetermined location.

Ealy was arrested for sending harmful matter with the intent to seduce a minor and contact
of a minor with the intent to commit a sexual offense. An additional enhancement charge of
arranging a meeting place to sexual assault a minor and showing up on that date and time
was also added to his felony charges. He was booked into the Butte County Jail with a bail
setting of $30,000.00, see attached booking photo.

Over the course of the last year, the Chico Police Detective Bureau has investigated and made
numerous arrests involving the sexual exploitation of children. These crimes prey on the
most vulnerable and defenseless victims, our children. These cases are handled as a top
priority by this specialized unit.

The Detective Bureau would like to remind the community that children who have access to
social media and the internet are at risk. Citizens should educate themselves on how to
protect their children and avoid becoming a victim. The National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children has a website full of information and resources to combat this growing
problem. Please log onto http://www.netsmartz.org/Parents for more information. Citizens
may also log onto the Chico Police Department website at
http://www.chico.ca.us/police/home_page.asp or our Facebook account at
https://www.facebook.com/ChicoPoliceDepartment for more information.

Any questions regarding this investigation can be forwarded to the Chico Police Department
Detective Bureau, Detective Sergeant Matt Madden at (530)897-5820.
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