City of Chico — Chico Walmart Expansion Project
Draft EIR Effects Found not to be Significant

SECTION 7: EFFECTS FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT

7.1 - Introduction

This section is based on the Notice of Preparation (NOP), dated October 6, 2015, and contained in
Appendix A of this Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The NOP was prepared to identify the
potentially significant effects of the proposed projects and was circulated for public review between
October 6, 2015 and November 6, 2015. In the course of this evaluation, certain impacts were found
to be less than significant because the proposed project’s characteristics would not create such
impacts. This section provides a brief description of effects found not to be significant or less than
significant, based on the NOP comments or more detailed analysis conducted as part of the EIR
preparation process. Note that a number of impacts that are found to be less than significant are
addressed in the various EIR topical sections (Sections 3.1 through 3.11) to provide more
comprehensive discussion of why impacts are less than significant, in order to better inform decision
makers and the general public.

7.2 - Effects Found not to be Significant

7.2.1 - Aesthetics, Light, and Glare
Scenic Vistas

The City of Chico General Plan does not identify the project site as a scenic vista or scenic resource.
The project site supports an existing Walmart store, parking areas, and undeveloped land. The
project site does not contain any scenic vistas or features associated with scenic vistas (e.g.,
ridgelines, peaks, overlooks). Additionally, there are no scenic vistas or resources within view of the
project site. Accordingly, no scenic features would be adversely affected by the proposed project.
Therefore, no impact would occur.

State Scenic Highways

State Route 99 (SR-99) is located immediately west of the project site. SR-99 is neither an “Officially
Designated” nor an “Eligible” State Scenic Highway. Therefore, this precludes the possibility of
adversely altering views from a State Scenic Highway. No impact would occur.

7.2.2 - Agriculture and Forestry Resources
Conversion of Important Farmland

The project site does not currently support agricultural land use activities. The project site is
mapped as “Urban and Built-Up Land,” a non-agricultural designation, by the California Department
of Conservation Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. This condition precludes the
possibility of the proposed project converting Important Farmland to non-agricultural use. No
impacts would occur.
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Williamson Act Contracts or Agricultural Zoning

The project site does not currently support agricultural land use activities and therefore is not
eligible for a Williamson Act contract. The project site is zoned “CR — Regional Commercial” by the
Chico Zoning Ordinance, which is a non-agricultural zoning designation. This condition precludes the
possibility of conflicts with a Williamson Act contract or agricultural zoning. No impacts would occur.

Forest Zoning

The project site does not contain forest land and is zoned “CR — Regional Commercial” by the Chico
Zoning Ordinance, which is a non-forest zoning designation. This condition precludes the possibility
of the proposed project conflicting with forest zoning. No impact would occur.

Conversion of Forestland

The project site contains a Walmart store, parking areas, and undeveloped land; no forest land exists
on-site. This condition precludes the possibility of the proposed project converting forest land to
non-forest use. Therefore, no impacts would occur.

Pressures to Convert Agricultural/Forest Land to Non-Agricultural/Non-Forest Use

The project site contains a Walmart store, parking areas, and undeveloped land; no agricultural or
forest land exists on-site or on any adjacent property. This condition precludes the possibility of
adverse impacts to agricultural and forest resources. No impacts would occur.

7.2.3 - Geology, Soils, and Seismicity
Septic or Alternative Wastewater Disposal Systems

The existing Walmart store is currently served with sanitary sewer service provided by the City of
Chico. The proposed project would continue to be served with sanitary sewer service provided by
the City of Chico. No septic or alternative wastewater disposal systems would be employed. This
condition precludes the possibility of related impacts. No impact would occur.

7.2.4 - Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Exposure of Schools to Hazardous Materials

Chapman Elementary School, the closest school to the project site, is located 0.35 mile to the
northwest. (There are no other schools located at a closer distance to the project site.) This distance
precludes the possibility of the proposed project exposing schools located within 0.25 mile of the
project site to hazardous material or hazardous air emissions.’. No impact would occur.

Airports

Ranchero Airport is located 3.5 miles west of the project site and Chico Municipal Airport is located
5 miles north of the project site. The project site is not within the Airport Influence Area of either

! CEQA Guidelines Appendix G establishes 0.25 mile as the distance for exposure of schools to hazardous materials or hazardous air

emissions.
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airport. This condition precludes the possibility of the proposed project exposing persons residing or
working within 2 miles of an airport to aviation hazards.> No impact would occur.

Private Airstrips

There are no private airstrips in the project vicinity. This condition precludes the possibility of the
proposed project exposing persons residing or working in the project vicinity to aviation hazards
associated with private airstrips. No impacts would occur.

Wildland Fires

The project site is surrounded on four sides by urban development or infrastructure. This condition
precludes the possibility of the proposed project exposing people or structures to a significant risk of
loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires. No impacts would occur.

7.2.5 - Hydrology and Water Quality
100-Year Flood Hazards

The project site is located outside a 100-year flood hazard zone. This condition precludes the
possibility of placing structures within a 100-year flood hazard zone. No impacts would occur.

Levee or Dam Failure

Butte County General Plan Safety Element Figure HS-2 indicates that the project site is not within the
dam failure inundation area of any dam in the region. This condition precludes the possibility of the
proposed project being inundated by flooding in the unlikely event of dam failure. Additionally, the
project site is at an elevation of 223 to 227 feet above mean sea level, whereas the Sacramento River
is at an elevation of approximately 120 feet above mean sea level. Thus, in the unlikely event that
levee failure occurs, it would not result in flooding of the project site. No impacts would occur.

Seiches, Tsunamis, or Mudflows

The project site is not near a large inland body of water and, therefore, is not susceptible to
inundation by seiche. The project site is more than 50 miles from the Pacific Ocean, a condition that
precludes inundation by tsunami. The project site is surrounded by urban development and
infrastructure, a condition that precludes inundation by mudflow. No impacts would occur.

7.2.6 - Land Use
Division of an Established Community

The project site contains an existing Walmart store, parking areas, and undeveloped land. No
established communities exist on-site. An existing Class | bicycle/pedestrian path connects Business
Lane with Forest Avenue and would be relocated around the perimeter of the project site as part of
the proposed project. Thus, this linkage would be maintained by the proposed project.

This condition precludes the division of an established community. No impacts would occur.

?  CEQA Guidelines Appendix G establishes 2 miles as the distance from an airport.
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7.2.7 - Mineral Resources
Loss of Mineral Resources of Statewide or Local Importance

The project site does not support mineral extraction operations. Neither the State nor the City of
Chico designates the project site as a location of known mineral deposits. This condition precludes
the possibility of a loss of mineral resources of statewide or local importance. No impacts would
occur.

7.2.8 - Noise
Aviation Noise

Ranchero Airport is located 3.5 miles west of the project site and Chico Municipal Airport is located

5 miles north of the project site. The project site is not within the Airport Influence Area of either
airport. This condition precludes the possibility of the proposed project exposing persons residing or
working within 2 miles of an airport to excessive aviation noise.®> No impact would occur.

7.2.9 - Population and Housing
Growth Inducement

The proposed project does not include residential uses and, therefore, would not directly induce
population growth. Additionally, the project site is currently served with water, wastewater, storm
drainage, electricity, and natural gas service and, thus, the development of the proposed project
would not require the extension of utilities or infrastructure that would remove a physical barrier to
growth.

Using a standard commercial employment rate of 1 employee/500 square feet, the proposed project
is estimated to create as many as 240 new jobs. New employment opportunities would include full-
time and part-time positions. The California Employment Development Department estimated that
there were 6,600 unemployed persons in Butte County as of May 2016. Of this figure, an estimated
2,600 unemployed persons are in Chico. Thus, there is adequate capacity in the local labor market
to fill the proposed project’s new employment opportunities such that it would be unlikely that
substantial growth inducement would occur.

Displacement of Persons or Housing

The project site does not contain any existing dwelling units. This condition precludes the possibility
of displacement of persons or dwelling units. No impacts would occur.

7.2.10 - Public Services and Utilities
Schools

The proposed project would not indirectly induce population growth and, therefore, would not
increase demand for schools. This condition precludes the possibility of related impacts. No impacts
would occur.

® CEQA Guidelines Appendix G establishes 2 miles as the distance from an airport
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Parks

The proposed project would not indirectly induce population growth and, therefore, would not
increase demand for park facilities. This condition precludes the possibility of related impacts. No
impacts would occur.

Other Public Facilities

The proposed project would not indirectly induce population growth and, therefore, would not
increase demand for other public facilities such as libraries. This condition precludes the possibility
of related impacts. No impacts would occur.

7.2.11 - Recreation
Physical Deterioration of Recreational Facilities

The proposed project would not indirectly induce population growth and, therefore, would not
increase demand for recreational facilities such that physical deterioration of existing facilities would
occur. This condition precludes the possibility of related impacts. No impacts would occur.

New or Expanded Recreational Facilities

The proposed project would not indirectly induce population growth and, therefore, would not
increase demand for new or expanded recreational facilities. This condition precludes the possibility
of related impacts. No impacts would occur.

7.2.12 - Transportation
Air Traffic Patterns

Ranchero Airport is located 3.5 miles west of the project site and Chico Municipal Airport is located 5
miles north of the project site. Additionally, building heights in the “CR — Regional Commercial”
zoning district are limited to 45 feet above finished grade. This distance and height limitation
preclude the possibility of the proposed project altering air traffic patterns at Ranchero Airport or
Chico Municipal Airport. No impact would occur.
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