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At its May 19, 2015 meeting, the City of Chico City Council adopted an ordinance amending various chapters of 

Title 19 regarding businesses selling alcohol in the City. TheTheTheThe    newnewnewnew    regulations regulations regulations regulations went went went went intintintinto effect June 19, 2015.o effect June 19, 2015.o effect June 19, 2015.o effect June 19, 2015. 
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All businesses selling alcohol as a component of a land use that is established or expanded after adoption of the 

regulations must operate in compliance with operational standards defined in Title 19 of the City’s Municipal Code. 

Businesses that do not comply with the operational standards may be subject to citations, fines, and other actions 

by the City.    
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Operational standards for new or expanding businesses that sell alcohol include: 

• Responsible beverage service (RBS) training for staff selling alcohol 

• Requirements to limit nuisance activities associated with the sale of alcohol  

• Limitations on noise 

• Standards for maintaining the exterior appearance of the business 

• Standards requiring staff to control any queue forming outside the business 

• Limits on the timing of alcohol sales during specific holiday and special event times 
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All new or expanding businesses that serve alcohol as a component of their use must first obtain a zoning 

verification from the City’s Planning Division (the zoning verification application is available at 

http://www.chico.ca.us/planning_services/fees_and_forms.asp). The The The The zoning verification zoning verification zoning verification zoning verification fee is $245fee is $245fee is $245fee is $245. A 

determination will be made as to whether the proposed land use and associated sale of alcohol is permitted or will 

require a use permit.   
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Once a zoning verification is received from the Planning Division, the applicant may apply for a license from the 

California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC). ABC may require a Determination of Public Convenience 

or Necessity from the Chico City Council if the proposed ABC license is located in a census tract that has an 

oversaturation of licenses.  In this case, the applicant will need to coordinate with the Chico Police Department.  
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CA Dept. of Alcoholic Beverage Control: Kathy Skurris - (530) 224-4830  /  kathy.skurris@abc.ca.gov 

City of Chico Police Department: Ltn. Rob Merrifield - (530) 897 -5811 /  rob.merrifield@chicoca.gov  

City of Chico Planning Department: Brendan Vieg - (530) 879-6806  /  brendan.vieg@chicoca.gov 


