
 

 

 
 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT 

A Committee of the Chico City Council: Councilmembers Sorensen, Stone and Chair Morgan 

Meeting of Wednesday, January 28, 2015 – 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Council Chamber Building, 421 Main Street, Council Chamber  

 

 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 

  
A. City Replacement and Maintenance Funds – The Administrative Services Director provided an update on 

the fiscal health of the City’s Replacement and Maintenance Funds (Funds 301, 931, 932, 933). (Report – 
Frank Fields, Administrative Services Director)  

 
 Fleet Manager, Erik Gustafson provided an update on the status of the City’s fleet vehicles and various 

vehicles that will need to be replaced. Facilities Manager, Kirby White provided an update on the City’s 
various building and facilities, and the difficulties with limited staffing to maintain them all.  Information 
Systems Manager, Neil Dougherty provided an update on the technology replacement needs. 

 
 The Finance Committee accepted the various informational reports. 
 
B. Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports - The Administrative Services Director 

presented the Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports through December 31, 2014. 
(Report – Frank Fields, Administrative Services Director) 

 
 Addressing the Committee on this item was Stephanie Taber. 
 
C. Business from the Floor – None. 
 
D. Adjournment and Next Meeting – The meeting adjourned at 9:45 a.m. to the next regular Finance 

Committee meeting on February 25, 2015, at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room No. 1.    
 
 

Prepared by: 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Dani Brinkley, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT 

A Committee of the Chico City Council: Councilmembers Sorensen, Stone and Chair Morgan 

Meeting of Wednesday, February 25, 2015 – 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Council Chamber Building, 421 Main Street, Conference Room 1  

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

  
A.    2015-2019 Consolidated Plan:  The City of Chico is an entitlement grantee for the receipt of federal funds 

through two programs administered by the Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD):  
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and Home Investment Partnerships Grant (HOME).  As an 
entitlement grantee, the City's receipt of funds is based upon a formula allocation, and is contingent upon the 
City complying with a variety of planning and administrative requirements.  One of those requirements is the 
submission of a Consolidated Plan every five years, and an Annual Plan for each year covered by the 
Consolidated Plan.  The City has begun its efforts to develop the Consolidated Plan for the period of 2015-
2019, which by reference also incorporates the Annual Plan for 2015-2016.  (Report:  Marie Demers, 
Housing Manager) 

 
 Addressing the Committee on this item were BT Chapman and Stephanie Taber. 
 

After the Finance Committee reviewed the 2015-2019 Consolidated Plan Executive Summary and the draft 
2015-2016 Annual Plan budget, the Committee provided comments, and directed staff to present the 
completed Draft Consolidated Plan to the City Council at its March 17, 2015 meeting. 

 
B. Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports - The Administrative Services Director 

presented the Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports through January 31, 2015. (Report 
– Frank Fields, Administrative Services Director) 

 
 Addressing the Committee on this item was Stephanie Taber. 
 
C. Business from the Floor - None 
 
D. Adjournment and Next Meeting - The meeting adjourned at 9:52 a.m. to the next regular Finance 

Committee meeting on March 25, 2015, at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room No. 1.   
  
Prepared by: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Dani Brinkley, Deputy City Clerk 



City Clerk=s Office 

411 Main Street, Chico, CA 95928 

(530) 896-7250 
 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF CHICO  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF MEETING 

 

The Finance Committee meeting scheduled for  

March 25, 2015 has been cancelled. 

 

The next meeting of the Finance Committee is scheduled for 

Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference 

Room 1, unless otherwise noted. 
 
 
 

 
Posted: 3/19/15 
 
By: ______________________________________ 
      Dani Brinkley, Deputy City Clerk 

 



 

 

 
 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT 

A Committee of the Chico City Council: Councilmembers Sorensen, Stone and Chair Morgan 

Meeting of Wednesday, May 27, 2015 – 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Council Chamber Building, 421 Main Street, Conference Room 1  

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

  
A. Acceptance of the Community Organization Compliance Reports for Fiscal Year 2013-14 Agreements 

- The Accounting Manager presented the results of the compliance reviews conducted on Community 
Organizations who received City funding during the fiscal year 2013-14. (Report – Scott Dowell, 
Accounting Manager) 

 
Addressing the Committee on this item were Stephanie Taber and Brad Montgomery. 
 
A motion was made by Morgan and seconded by Stone to accept the report. 
 
The motion carried 3-0. 
 

B. CDBG Public Service Funding Requests – Consideration of funding for community organizations with 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for FY15-16.  The Finance Committee and all 
applicants are being provided with an agenda report which includes the staff suggested ranking of 
applications on Exhibit A.  (Report – Marie Demers, Housing Manager) 

 
The Committee expressed concerns regarding the ranking or scoring system of the agencies and the overall 
process. 
 
Addressing the Committee on this item were Andrea Moriarty, Sherry Morgado, Brad Montgomery, 
Anastacia Snyder, Sue McGuire and Diane Puckett. 
 
A motion was made by Sorensen and seconded by Stone to forward the funding requests to Council without 
a recommendation.  
 
The motion carried 3-0. 

 
C. Consideration of New Fees for Inclusion in City’s Fee Schedule – In accordance with Budget Policy D.3, 

changes in the City’s Fee Schedule will be brought to Council one time a year and incorporated into the 
budget approval process in June of each year.  At today’s meeting, the Finance Committee was asked to 
consider changes to existing fees to be incorporated in the City’s Fee Schedule. (Report – Scott Dowell, 
Accounting Manager) 

 
Administrative Services Director Frank Fields discussed the onerous process of updating the fee schedules 
in previous years.  This year staff revamped the process and converted the entire fee schedule into an Excel 
format that is easy to sort, create various reports and to find specific fees.  The fee schedule update in the 
past took a few weeks to update and with the new format, it can be updated in about a day.   
 
Addressing the Committee on this item was Stephanie Taber. 

 
A motion was made by Stone and seconded by Sorensen to forward a recommendation to Council to 
approve changes to existing fees as presented in the attached Fee Schedules. 
The motion carried 3-0. 

 
D. Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports - The Administrative Services Director 

presented the Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports through April 30, 2015. (Report – 
Frank Fields, Administrative Services Director) 

 



 

 

E. Business from the Floor – None. 
 
F. Adjournment and Next Meeting - The meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m. to the next regular Finance 

Committee meeting on June 24, 2015, at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room No. 1.   
  
 
Prepared by: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Dani Rogers, Deputy City Clerk 



 

 

 
 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT 

A Committee of the Chico City Council: Councilmembers Sorensen, Stone and Chair Morgan 

Meeting of Wednesday, June 24, 2015 – 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Council Chamber Building, 421 Main Street, Conference Room 1  

 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m.  Empire Golf arrived at 8:35 a.m. and had to load the presentation, 
therefore the consensus among the Committee was to hear Item B. before Item A. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 

  
A. Empire Golf, Bidwell Park Golf Course, Inc., Proposed Solar Power Project Presentation – Empire Golf 

provided a presentation on a proposed solar power project at the Bidwell Park Golf Course.  The project 
includes a 15 year lease that would require a lien to be placed on the real property until the lease term ends.  
Per the City’s lease agreement with Bidwell Park Golf Course, and as the landowner of the real property, 
City approval is required.  (Presentation, Rod Metzler, CEO, Empire Golf) 

 
Rod Metzler introduced the representatives from Bidwell Park Golf Course, Alternative Energy Systems 
(AES) and American Renewable Capital (ARC). 
 
Rich Hawkins of AES presented to the Committee an overview of the company and provided the details of 
the solar array system that Empire Golf would like to install to reduce the costs of running the irrigation 
pumps for Bidwell Park Golf Course.  The SunPower panels have a 25 year warranty, it is a ground mounted 
system and will provide 101 kilowatts of power.  The system will save Bidwell Park Golf Course 
approximately $55,000 in energy costs the first year.  The array will not be seen from the main road in 
Bidwell Park and will be placed in an unmaintained grass field.  The array will occupy approximately 2,500 
square feet.  The cost of the project is $382,985 and will save the golf course approximately $2.4 million in 
energy costs over 25 years. 
 
Jim Coombs, Manager of ARC, addressed the Committee regarding the financing of the solar array project. 
ACR is able to take a Federal Investment Tax Credit for renewable energy, then enter into an agreement to 
lease the system to Bidwell Park Golf Course, which as a non-profit, is unable to receive the tax credit, for a 
15 year term.  As the City is the real property owner of Bidwell Park, City authorization is required to place 
the lien on the property.  Bidwell Park Golf Course would be receiving the Property Assessed Clean Energy 
(PACE) financing. The golf course will have the option to purchase the system five years into the 15 year 
lease term. 
 
Councilmember Sorensen stated this is a lien on Bidwell Park. 
 
Chair Morgan asked for more information about the mechanics of recovering the money if the golf course 
closes down. 
 
Mr. Coombs stated the project is financed by FIGTREE and this is a relatively new financing structure 
allowed in California.  The club itself is responsible for paying down the loan.  If the club defaulted, the City 
would become the owner of the solar array and would be required to pay the lien against the property.  He 
stated that he couldn’t address the legal aspects if that were to happen. 
 
Councilmembers Sorensen and Morgan agreed that this is just not a very good explanation of the whole 
project, not knowing the real potential for problems. Councilmember Sorensen was shocked that the 
Committee wasn’t provided with more information on the financing before it was presented; there wasn’t 
enough information to formulate questions.  If the golf course were to close down, the City would be 
responsible for paying off the lien on Bidwell Park.   
 
Councilmember Stone stated he was less sensitive about the lien, but wanted to see more information from 
other companies, their products and financing plans. 
 



 

 

A representative of Bidwell Park Golf Course stated they vetted the project and what other companies had to 
offer and they were told to bring the project forward this way.  
 
Assistant City Manager Constantin stated that this is a good deal and they’re sound concerns when it’s 
Bidwell Park.  He added that he understands that this is what City Manager Orme asked the group to do. 
 
Members of the public addressing the Committee on this item were Woody Elliot and Loretta Torres. 
 
A motion was made by Sorensen and seconded by Stone to table this item to the July Finance Committee 
meeting and that more information be provided on the financing and for Empire Golf to provide cash flow 
statements. 
 
The motion carried 3-0. 

 
B. Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports - The Administrative Services Director will 

present the Monthly Financial Report and Budget Monitoring Reports through May 31, 2015. (Report – 
Frank Fields, Administrative Services Director) 

 
 The Budget and Treasury Manager, Barbara Martin presented the Monthly Financial Report and Budget 

Monitoring Reports. 
 
C. Business from the Floor - Addressing the Committee was Loretta Torres regarding funding for the Butte 

County Library and the library hours being cut. 
 
D. Adjournment and Next Meeting – The meeting adjourned at 9:30 a.m. to the next regular Finance 

Committee meeting on July 22, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Room No. 1.   
  
 

 
Prepared by: 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Dani M. Rogers, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
 
Distribution: 
CC Desk, CM, ACM, ASD 











City Clerk=s Office 

411 Main Street, Chico, CA 95928 

(530) 896-7250 
 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF CHICO  

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

NOTICE OF RE-SCHEDULED MEETING 

 

The October Finance Committee meeting that was re-

scheduled for November 4, 2015, has been re-scheduled to 

November 18, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. 

The meeting will be held in the Council Chamber. 

 
 
 

 
Posted: 10/28/15 
 
By: __________________________ 
      Dani Rogers, Deputy City Clerk 
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