
This is a Type 1 American La France Aerial Ladder Truck.
The ladder can extend 100 feet into the air!

At the end of the ladder is a platform for firefighters to
stand in to operate the water nozzles or rescue people.

This Truck weighs over
72,000 pounds!!
That’s like 24 cars!!



Driver’s side of the Ladder Truck

We carry a lot of extra fire hose
to connect to fire hydrants.

The pump panel controls the
amount of water being pumped.

500 watt flood lights
are stored here in case
extra light is needed at

an emergency.



This is the tool closet. The
tools are used to help

firefighters find fire that is
hidden in walls and attics.
They are also used to open
doors, cut bolts, and to cut

through thin metal.

This area has many
power tools including

drills and saw for wood,
metal, and concrete.

Firefighters use these
fire extinguishers to put
out small fires. There are

different kinds of
extinguishers for certain

types of fires.



Fire attack lines are extra
fire hose that is used to
bring into a building to
fight or “attack” a fire.

Here are the “Jaws of Life”.
Firefighters use these to

open a car door or cut off a
roof after an accident to

help get trapped people out.



Firefighters respond to
calls at all times of the
day. They need portable

lights for night time.

Salvage is an important part
of a firefighter’s job at a

fire. It is where they save as
much stuff as they can from
the house by covering up or

removing it.

Prying tools, like crow
bars and “halligan” bars,

help firefighters get into
locked doors.



The rescue and chain
saws are used to open up

roof tops, ceilings and
doors. They are used
just like a can opener

opens your chicken
noodle soup can!

The truckman’s belts are what
firefighters wear around their
waists to connect themselves
to the ladder when they are
working off of it. It has a

safety hook on the front of it.

A RIC pack is used when a
firefighter is out of air in a
fire and another firefighter

comes in to give him more air to
breathe.



This electrical panel is like the
one in your house, where it

controls electrical circuits on
the ladder truck. The truck has

a 10 kilowatt generator to
produce electricity.

Box lights are heavy-duty
flashlights!

Firefighters also
respond to medical

emergencies. They have
a variety of equipment
to use when someone

needs help.

Cribbing is used to
support cars and other

things that aren’t stable.



The Stokes basket
is what firefighters

use to help carry
injured people back

to safety.

The ladder bed is
where the 100 foot
ladder is stored on
top of the truck.
It can reach 10

stories high!

The ladder bucket is
where firefighters can

work safely above a roof
that is on fire.



The ladder control
panel is where the
driver raises and

lowers the 100 foot
ladder hydraulically.

The master stream
nozzle can pump up
to 2000 gallons of
water per minute.

That’s two seconds
to fill your bathtub!!



The center console area has radios, a cell phone, and an intercom for
the firefighters to talk to each other.

It also has map books, flashlights, and spot lights.

Looking from the backseat of the truck, the firefighter has reference and map
books at their fingertips. They also have easy access to their breathing apparatus.


