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Sustainability Task Force
A Committee of the Chico City Council

 Vice Mayor Schwab, Chair

Meeting of October , 2007 – 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

  Council Chamber Building, 421 Main Street, Conference Room No. 1

AGENDA

1. Consideration of the Greenhouse Gas Inventory/Audit Costs and Recommendations for Possible
Funding - report provided

2. Consideration of the Sustainability Task Force Work Plan Presentation to Council

3. Update on Request for Endorsement of the Focus the Nation Day of Discussion Centered on Global
Warming - original request provided  

4. Next Meeting Consideration

The next meeting of the Sustainability Task Force is scheduled for October 15, 2007 from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

5. Business from the Floor

Members of the public may address the Committee at this time on any matter not already listed on the agenda,
with comments being limited to three minutes.  The Committee cannot take any action at this meeting on
requests made under this section of the agenda.

6. Adjournment – The meeting will adjourn no later than 5:00 p.m.  The next meeting of the Sustainability Task
Force is scheduled for October 15, 2007 from 3:00 p.m. –  5:00 p.m. in Conference Room No. 1. 

   

Distribution available in the office of the City Clerk:

Prepared: 9/29/07 Chico City Clerk’s Office 
Posted :    9/29/07 411 Main Street, Chico, CA 95928
Prior to:   1:00 pm (530) 896-7250

Please contact the City Clerk at 896-7250 should you require an agenda in an alternative format or if you need to request a
disability-related modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting.  This request should be received at least three
working days prior to the meeting in order to accommodate your request.
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 Sustainability Task Force Agenda Staff Report Meeting Date:10/1/07

DATE: September 12, 2007

TO: SUSTAINABILITY TASK FORCE

FROM: MANAGEMENT ANALYST HERMAN, 896-7241

RE: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORIES

BACKGROUND:

 At its 9/17/07 meeting, the Task Force requested that staff provide additional information regarding the cost of CSU,
Chico proposal to prepare a greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory and to determine whether the City should retain
Kennedy Jenks to oversee the inventory process, provide sample inventories or action plans from other cities, and to
provide estimated cost savings other cities may have experienced from implementing GHG emission reduction
programs.

DISCUSSION:

CSU, Chico GHG Inventory Proposal:

Staff met with Mark Stemen from CSU, Chico. The University provided staff a more detailed proposal and a cost
breakdown to conduct the GHG inventory.  A copy of the scope of work proposed and the estimated costs are
attached.  In summary, the proposal indicates that for $30,000 the University will conduct the following tasks:

1. Collect the necessary data for the community wide GHG inventory.
2. Provide a forecast and backcast of the community’s GHG emissions.
3. Analyze Historic and Existing GHG Reduction Measures
4. Identify potential new GHG reduction measures.
5. Suggest possible emission reduction targets.

The proposal also indicates that, in addition to Dr. Stemen, the GHG inventory team will include Daniel Salazar, who
recently worked with ICLEI to prepare GHG inventories for the City of Fort Bragg and CSU, Chico.  To help analyze
this proposal, staff contacted the City of Fort Bragg and ICLEI regarding Mr. Salazar’s work.  

The City of Fort Bragg indicated that they received a $10,000 grant to pay for the inventory and also provided
approximately $10,000 in staff time as a local match requirement for the grant.  They were pleased with the report that
was prepared, a copy of which is attached, and are seeking another grant to possibly obtain Mr. Salazar to prepare a
Climate Action Plan.  Based on their GHG inventory, Fort Bragg has set a 30% emission reduction target for its
community. ICLEI staff said that Mr. Salazar seemed to understand what is needed and necessary for the inventory,
but was not sent a copy of the final inventory so could not verify the inventory information.  

Staff has also submitted an application for membership with ICLEI, and as a member, ICLEI will provide technical
services to the City and the CSU, Chico when preparing the inventory.  ICLEI staff has prepared inventories for some
cities and indicated that the cost for these ranged from $10,000 to $20,000 depending on the availability of data and
whether it was a targeted government or a community wide inventory.  ICLEI indicated that using their software for a
targeted “city operations only” inventory would be more difficult and costly.  ICLEI offered to review the CSU, Chico’s
proposal and scope of work for the City, which staff has submitted to them.  ICLEI staff also said that preparing
“backcasting” GHG emissions to 1990 is difficult, and advised that most cities are using a more current year, such as
2005, as their baseline.
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Sample Inventories and Estimated Cost Savings:

Staff has also attached copies of inventories and Climate Action Plans from the Cities of Chula Vista and San Diego. 
Most cities are readily reporting its GHG emissions reduction and energy reduction figures but are not necessarily
providing cost savings or avoidances.  However, an emission reduction fact sheet released by the Mayor of San Diego
in October 2006 indicated that the City:

• Saved taxpayers $1,000,000 by rerouting its trash collection routes to reduce miles traveled.
• Saved 24 million KWh and $3 million annually through its energy conservation programs.
• Produced 516,000 kilowatt hours of electricity by fitting 10 City Buildings with solar panels, resulting in a cost

savings of $65,000 per year in energy costs, and reducing GHG emissions in an amount equivalent to planting
120 trees, or taking 59 polluting cars out of commission.

ICLEI said that they are producing a new software program that will help communities prepare action plans and to also
help quantify emission reductions and costs for implementing certain emission reduction measures.  The software is
expected to be released in December 2007.

Staff also talked to Jim Graydon with Kennedy Jenks regarding their proposal (see attached letter).   Based on the
above information and with the availability of assistance from ICLEI, staff determined that Kennedy Jenk’s services
may not be  needed for the GHG inventory phase, and that retaining a consultant to prepare an action plan may be
more appropriate.  

ATTACHMENTS:
CSU, Chico Proposal
Kennedy Jenks Proposal
Fort Bragg GHG Inventory
San Diego Inventory and Action Plan 
Chula Vista GHG Inventory
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