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Finance Committee Report

DATE: January 26, 2011

TO: CITY COUNCIL

FROM: FINANCE COMMITTEE

RE: REPORT ON FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 25, 2011
Committee present:
Chair Gruendl
Councilmember Sorensen

Councilmember Flynn - absent

Staff present:
City Manager Burkland
Assistant City Manager Rucker
City Attorney Barker
Finance Director Hennessy

Housing & Neighborhood Serv. Dir. Morgado
Senior Planner Tillman
Administrative Analyst Cameron

COMMITTEE MATTERS REQUIRING COUNCIL ACTION

A. Consideration of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Allocation for Comprehensive
Building Evaluation of 900 Esplanade.  The building located at 900 Esplanade, the former Veteran's
Memorial Hall owned by the County of Butte, has sat unoccupied since 2006 and is not suitable for public
use in its present condition.  County, City and Chico Area Recreation District (CARD) staff have discussed
potential options for re-using the building, and agree that it is necessary to determine the scale, scope and
cost of needed renovations prior to evaluating re-use options.  The Housing & Neighborhood Services
Director recommended that the Finance Committee recommend to the City Council the allocation of $9,000
in reprogrammed CDBG funds to pay for one-half the cost of the comprehensive building evaluation.  The
board of CARD has already authorized the use of CARD funds to pay one-half the cost.  (Report - Shawn
Tillman, Senior Planner)

Staff indicated that the 900 Esplanade property is not located within the boundaries of the Greater Chico
Urban Area Redevelopment Project Area (RDA), and upon review, has determined that the RDA could not
make the required findings for using redevelopment funds on this project.  Staff added that CARD is the
most likely future manager of a facility like this.  The proposed comprehensive evaluation would: (1)
determine exactly what needs to be done to renovate the building; (2) make it suitable as a public facility;
and (3) estimate the cost of renovation.  The evaluation would also require certain destructive and
hazardous material testing which is estimated to cost $10,000, which the County has indicated they could
absorb.  

Mike Trolinder addressed the Committee on not pre-selecting a primary user of the building such as CARD,
but rather looking for ways to engage the broader community.  The City Manager responded that the City
has not committed to CARD, as it is a County building. 

 Councilmember Sorensen made the following motion which was seconded by Chair Gruendl.  The motion 
carried 2-0-1 with Councilmember Flynn absent.

Recommendation:  The Committee recommended (2-0-1, Flynn absent) an allocation of $9,000 in
reprogrammed CDBG funds to pay for one-half the cost of the comprehensive building evaluation.

B. Business From the Floor.  None.

C. Adjournment and Next Meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 8:17 a.m.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for February 22, 2011, at 8:00 a.m. in Conference Room No. 1.

________________________________
Lynda Cameron, Administrative Analyst

Distribution:
City Council (7); Council Office copy; City Manager; Assistant City Manager; Building & Development Services Director;
Housing & Neighborhood Services Director; Finance Director







City Clerk’s Office

411 Main Street, Chico, CA 95928

(530) 896-7250

CITY OF CHICO 

FINANCE COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF MEETING

The Finance Committee meeting scheduled for June 28,
2011 has been cancelled.

The next meeting of the Finance Committee is scheduled
for Tuesday, July 26, at 8:00 a.m. in Conference Room 1,

unless otherwise noted.









City Clerk’s Office

411 Main Street, Chico, CA 95928

(530) 896-7250

CITY OF CHICO 

FINANCE COMMITTEE

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF MEETING

The Finance Committee meeting scheduled for August
23, 2011 has been cancelled.

The next meeting of the Finance Committee is scheduled
for Tuesday, September 27, 2011 at 8:00 a.m. in

Conference Room 1, unless otherwise noted.
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