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LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 

City of Chico/County of Butte 
 

Minutes of July 1, 2009 Meeting 
 

3:30 P.M. 
 

Conference Room No. 1, Chico Municipal Center, 421 Main Street 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Called to Order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Committee Members Present: Jane Dolan, Andy Holcombe, Maureen Kirk, Ann Schwab, and Jim Walker.  
 
1. Chico Urban Area Nitrate Compliance Plan - Update 
 
 At its meeting held April 8, 2009, the Local Government Committee requested that the Committee continue 

discussing the progress of the Nitrate Compliance Project.  Specific topics for discussion include: 
 

• Options and opportunities for funding connections to parcels not included under other funding sources 
(City and County staff)  - Discussion included: potential funding through local banks for 
community reinvestment; possible State Loan Programs through the RWQCB and through 
CDBG or Community Housing Rehabilitation Program for property owners who are income 
eligible. 

 
• Update on the construction project (City staff) – City Staff reported on construction in Project Area             

1N (Lassen Ave. Area).  Staff provided details on the status of construction and noted that the 
Phase 2 contractor for the project had lost its bonding, however a new contractor was 
approved on 7/1/2009.  This change should not impact the estimated completion date of 
December 2009.  

  
• Water Quality Control Board letter – County staff reported that the Regional Water Quality 

Control Board drafted a letter to send to property owners regarding enforcement of the 
Prohibition Order.  The letter was sent to both city staff and county staff for comment.    
Direction was given for staff to speak directly to the RWQCB to request deferral of the 
prohibition order compliance letter until the entire sewer construction project is complete.  

 
• Extension of sewer laterals to serve properties that are out of the original connection areas (County 

staff) – City Staff clarified that sewer laterals will be extended to all properties that are adjacent 
to a sewer main constructed as part of the Nitrate Compliance Program even if the property is 
not required to connect to sewer through the Nitrate Compliance Program.  The cost of the 
lateral construction will be absorbed, but the property owner will be responsible for the cost of 
the sewer connection fees.  There will not be a main fee charge since this fee is paid for 
through the SRF Loan.    Owners can request two laterals for one parcel, but that would be an 
agreement between the property owner and contractor. 
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2. FEMA Map Modification 
  

As the City and County focused on signing a PAL Agreement to extend the time necessary to receive FEMA 
certification on local levees, FEMA remapped the whole County area and has included additional areas 
within the City and County in flood plains.  Staff will provide an update on this latest development in the 
FEMA Map Mod process and will discuss the potential impacts on the residents of the area.  The new maps 
can be viewed at the link provided below.  The Chico Area is primarily on panels 0339, 0340, 0343, 0345, 
0502, 0505, 0506, and 0510. 
 
http://www.map9-m.com/projects/butte/MAPIX-M-RegionIXCoordinationSite--ButteCountyCA.shtm 
 
City and County staff provided a review of updated maps.  Staff will continue to work with FEMA and 
DWR.  

 
3.  Greater Chico Urban Area Redevelopment Project Area 
 
 At its meeting held April 8, 2009, the Local Government Committee requested that the Committee continue 

discussing how the City and County can work together collaboratively prior to Agency adoption of plans, 
projects and budgets, and whether that collaboration would be at the staff level or the elected official level. 

 
 This item was continued for discussion at the October 7, 2009 Local Government Committee 

meeting. 
 
4. Outdoor Cultivation of Medical Marijuana 
  

City of Chico staff will present information on discussions that have been held regarding regulating the 
outdoor cultivation of medical marijuana within the City limits. 
 
Andy Holcombe indicated that he requested this item when the City had been considering a zoning 
amendment that would have included a reference to indoor cultivation of marijuana, but he reported 
that the City is not moving forward with that amendment at this point and that the City of Chico’s 
Internal Affairs Committee would be providing a report to the Chico City Council on July 21, 2009.  

  
5. Other Possible Topics 
 

• Shared Urban Area water – not discussed at this meeting. 
• Woodstoves/Air Quality – not discussed at this meeting. 

 
6. Next Meeting - October 7, 2009 – It was requested that the next meeting include discussions on:  

Greater Chico Urban Area Redevelopment Project Area, woodstoves, nitrates and FEMA mapping.  
 
7. Adjournment  - Meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 ________________________ 
 Shari McCracken, Deputy Administrative Officer, County of Butte 








