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Bidwell Park, established in 1905 
though a donation by Annie Bidwell, is 
one of the largest and most diverse 
municipal parks in the country.  Fea-
turing two distinct terrains, it provides 
endless recreational opportunities. 
Lower Park, characterized by thick 
canopies and a diverse riparian zone, 
offers shade during the summer 
months and is home to Sycamore Pool, 
a favorite swimming spot. Located in 
the foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, Upper Park provides a 
more wild experience. It’s diverse ter-
rain and steep canyons are enjoyed by 
avid recreationalist and swimmers 
alike. 

Using Bidwell Park as a means to exer-
cise is among the most popular uses. 
The park offers miles of multi-use 
trails for hiking, running, biking, and 
equestrian riding.  In Lower Bidwell 
Park, the Vita Course Trail on the 
north side of Big Chico Creek has sev-
eral workout stations that provide addi-
tional exercise movements and equip-
ment.  For children, Caper Acres is a 

great place to play.  From the slides on 
the Crooked House structure to the 
tunnels of Bunker Hill, there is some-
thing that every child can find enter-
taining. 

Exploring the night sky at the Observa-
tory, playing a few rounds of golf, or 
fishing at Horseshoe Lake are just a 
few things that can be enjoyed in Mid-
dle Park. As you head farther up into 
the park, you will find less develop-
ment and have a more rugged adven-
ture.  With an abundance of trails you 
can be outdoors for hours or just min-
utes depending on what you feel like.  
Activities can range from playing disc 
golf, to paragliding through the can-
yon. 

Creating a list of activities to do in 
Bidwell Park can be exhausting in and 
of itself.  We’ve just covered just the 
tip of the iceberg.  Walk, bike, or drive 
around the park and you will definitely 
find something fun and free to keep 
you busy. 

Beginning in mid-September, CALTRANS and the Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) 
will begin construction on Highway 99 between Highway 32 and East First Avenue. The project will add 
extra north and southbound lanes as well as a 14-foot outer sound wall. During the three year project, 
Bidwell Park users should anticipate detours and road closures, and be extremely careful in the area. For 
additional information on the project, contact Andy Newsum, Deputy Director/Project Manager at 530-
879-2468 or CALTRANS at 530-741-4572. 

(Image source: State Route 99 Auxiliary Lanes Project Route 32 to East First Avenue presentation) 

Inside: 

Equestrian rider enjoying Middle Park. (Photo Courtesy of 
Robert Woodward). 

- Andrew Verbrugge, Park Ranger 
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CALTRANS/BCAG Highway 99 Auxiliary Lane Expansion 

Sycamore pool on a warm summer day (Photo Courtesy of  Park 
Watch Volunteer Elaina McReynolds). 

(Photo Courtesy of Robert Woodward). 
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Dog Gone it! 
Message from Ranger Shane: 

Every time I walk with my dogs through the 
park, I’m reminded of how lucky the citizens 
of Chico are to have such a magnificent place 
to visit. Bidwell Park is located right in the 
heart of our community and is the perfect 
place to take the doggies.  

Dogs on leash are allowed in most places of 
the park, and if under voice control, can be off 
leash from sunrise until 8:30 am in Lower 
Park and all the time in Upper Park on the 
north side of Upper Park Road. Wow, I don’t 
know of very many other communities that 
allow dogs to be off leash, except for in a dog 
park!  

As a park ranger, I sometimes need to remind folks of the leash rules. These regulations 
are in place to protect the dogs, visitors, and wildlife in our parks and greenways. Acci-
dents and incidences involving unleashed dogs have been on the rise, resulting in unnec-
essary injuries to wildlife and people.  

We all love our pets and we all love our parks. Lets work together so that all visitors will 
have a wonderful experience, dog gone it! 

The Bidwell Park Pulse 
The Bidwell Park Pulse is a 
quarterly newsletter of the City 
of Chico’s Parks, Open Spaces, 
Greenways, and Preserves Divi-
sion.  The Parks Division is part 
of  the General Services Depart-
ment, and is responsible for maintaining and oper-
ating City parks, open space, and recreation areas 
including Bidwell Park, Children's Playground, 
Depot Park, City Plaza, Lindo Channel, Little 
Chico Creek Greenway, Teichert Ponds, and other 
preserves. Parks Division programs include:  
Maintenance, Ranger, Lifeguard, and Volunteer 
Programs. 
   
City of Chico Mission 
To protect and enhance our community’s quality 
of life for present and future generations. 
 
Bidwell Park and Playground Commis-
sion (BPPC) 
The BPPC is vested with the supervision, control 
and management of many public parks and play-
grounds within the City.   Commissioners:  Mary 
Brentwood,  Clay Craig, Lisa Emmerich, Mark 
Herrera, Jim Mikles,  Jim Moravec, Richard Ober 
(Chair).   Staff Liaison: Lise Smith-Peters, Ad-
ministrative Analyst. 
 
Contact 
Questions, comments, or photo contributions?  
Contact us:  
 Parks Division 
 General Services Department  
 965 Fir Street |  P.O. Box 3420                                               
 Chico, CA 95927-3420               
Phone:  (530) 896-7800 or   (530) 894-4200 
Fax:  (530) 895-4731  
Email:  parkinfo@ci.chico.ca.us  
Web:  www.ci.chico.ca.us  

This year the Park has seen an unusual 
outbreak of the alder flea beetle.  The 
adults were seen in very large numbers at 
Bear Hole in late July.  Not long after that, 
alder trees growing along the creek in 
Lower Park were observed to be turning 
brown. 

The adults of this beetle lay eggs on the 
leaves early in the summer that hatch into 
larvae.  These larvae feed on the soft leaf 
tissue between the veins, skeletonizing the 
leaves.  With no green tissue left, the leaves 
die.  The larvae then pupate and new adults 
emerge in August.  These adults will feed on the alder foliage as well, and over winter in 

the duff at the base of the trees.  Outbreaks oc-
cur every few years. 

Fortunately, the trees are fairly quick to respond 
with a new flush of growth, so few trees are 
negatively impacted by the infestation. 

Trees in Bidwell Park are not the only trees 
affected – I’ve seen other alders along the 
Feather River on Highway 70 this summer that 
are brown from the feeding of these beetles.  

-Denice Britton, Urban Forest Manager 

Alder Flea Beetle 
Trees:  

Adults swarming on the bark of an alder tree at 
Bear Hole. 

Skeletonized alder leaves 

C'mon, grab my leash. Let's walk! 

RANGER LED BIKE TOUR  

SEPTEMBER 29, 2-4 PM  

Join Bidwell Park Rangers as they lead a bike 
tour through Lower Bidwell Park. Rangers 
will provide updates on events, share fun facts 
and answer questions. 
Location: Meet at 1-Mile Recreation Area in 
the Sycamore Field Parking Lot.   
What to Bring: Bike, helmet, water and sun-
screen. 
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Scientific name: Tribulus 
terrestris.    

Family: Zygophyllaceae 

Common name(s): Punc-
turevine, goathead, bullhead 

Native To: Southern Europe, Southern Asia, Africa and Australia. 

Means of Introduction: Tribulus terrestris was accidentally im-
ported from the Mediterranean into the United States with livestock. 
First reported in California in 1903.  

Current CA Distribution:  It is prevalent in areas with hot sum-
mers, and is found throughout California to about 3300 feet (1000 
m). It inhabits agricultural land, especially cotton fields and dis-
turbed sites.  

Status/Weed Rating:Butte County’s Noxious Weed of Special 
Concern. CDFA Noxious Weed List: C list (noxious weeds) state 
and federal. 

What does it look like?  

General:  Noxious summer annual. Plants grows prostrate over 
open ground, but when shaded or competing with other plants they 
can grow nearly erect. Stems occasionally grow over 3 feet (1 m) 
long, have many branches, are green to reddish brown, and spread 
radially from the crown. Stems and leaves are covered with hairs.  

Leaves:  are mostly 2/17 to 1/5 of an inch (3–5 cm) long, finely di-
vided into three to seven pairs of leaflets, and opposite to one an-
other along the stem.  

Flowers: Flowering takes place from March through October. Flow-
ers are bright yellow, about 1/5 to 3/5 of an inch (5–15 mm) in di-
ameter, and are produced singly where the stem and leaf stalk meet. 
They open only on sunny mornings, except in shady areas. 

Fruit: The fruit, a woody five-lobed bur, is gray to yellowish tan, 
hairy, and roughly 1/5 to 2/5 of an inch (5–10 mm) in diameter.  

Reproduction and Dispersal: After the flower is pollinated, a seed-
pod forms that is a cluster of five flat spiny burrs containing up to 
five seeds individual spikes, or burrs. These spikes are dispersed by 
sticking into shoes, clothing, tires, and passing animals.  

Why worry?  This invasive plant is increasingly spreading in 
Bidwell Park.  Its sharp spikes cause injuries and puncture  bicycle 
tires. 

How can it be managed?  Puncture vine is effectively controlled 
by hand removal (hoeing) to cut the plant off at its taproot. If seeds 
are present, the plant must be bagged and trashed. Herbicide appli-
cation can be very successful for large infestations. Biological con-
trol from two introduced weevils is also effective.  

What is being done in Bidwell Park   Staff is working with Park 
Partners to remove puncturevine in their areas.  We are also remov-
ing small infestations by hand, applying herbicide along roadsides, 
and posting posters to help educate the public.  You can help with 
the removal and also to report new occurances in the park. Please 
contact Lise Peters-Smith at (530) 896-7381 for more information. 

Where do I go for more information?  

http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/ipc/weedinfo/tribulus-terrestris.html 

Legner, E. F. Puncturevine, Tribulus terrestris L. ‐ Zygophyllaceae. 
Biological‐Integrated Pest Control & Insect Identification.  

• Caper Acres Flowerbeds—Girl Scout Troop 70228 

• 4th Street gate flowerbeds—Soroptimist Intl. of 
Chico 

 

Available Adoption sites include: 

The Park pedestrian entrances at : 

• Centennial Ave. (east side) 

• Centennial Ave. (west side)  

• El Monte Ave  

• Madrone Ave.  

• Bryant Ave. 

• Various picnic areas 

More Sites Coming Soon!! 
 

 ~Lise Smith, Management Analyst 

Keep Bidwell Park Healthy!  
Join the Adopt-A-Site Program 

Volunteers:  

Invasive Plant Profile: 

Puncturevine 

Volunteers are needed to assist with the upkeep and beautification of 
Bidwell Park’s  entrance areas, picnic sites and other key landmarks.  
Volunteers will follow a site plan with specific goals for a  project area.  

Sites can have more than one adoptee. 
Tasks include watering native plants, 
mulching, removing invasive weeds 
and trash, and clearing entrance site 
lines.   

Sites already adopted include: 

• Site 8—Parkview Elementary 

• Site 11 & 12—McCabe family 

• Site 27— Sierra View Elementary 

• Site 40—CSUC’s Sigma Chi  
 Fraternity 
 

Sigma Chi Fraternity weed and 
plant native plants at their 
adopted site in Spring 2011.  

Call: 530-896-7831  
 

Email:  
lspeters@ci.chico.ca.us 

To Adopt a Site! 



SHARE A COOL 
PHOTO 

Park Division 
General Services Department 
965 Fir Street |  PO Box 3420 
Chico, CA 95927 

Local photographer and City employee, 
Robert Woodward,  has been featured in 
several galleries. A self taught photogra-
pher, he has been capturing images for 
several years.  

His work is diverse and reflects years of 
self refinement and development of an in-
dividual style. His general motivation is to 
capture subjects that are not commonly 
thought of as interesting; things that we 
walk past every day or even consider un-
appealing in their normal context.   

Robert is a Crime Analyst for the Chico 
Police Department.  

Bidwell Park Photos By Robert Woodward 

 

Share a Cool  
Photo 

Do you have a neat photo 
that you would like featured 

in our newsletter or  
webpage? Send the photo, 
short description and your 

information to  
parkinfo@ci.chico.ca.us.  


