‘Qua‘ G Newsletter of the City of Chico’s Park Division -

Annie B’'s Community Drive Underway!

Fund Drive starts August 1 and ends on September 30, 2014

Chico, CA, — The
North Valley Communi-
ty Foundation (NVCF)
hosts the largest com-
munity-wide grant pro-

gram in the region—
Annie B’s Community Drive. The NVCF provides a match
to each donation (up to 10 %).

The City of Chico Parks Division has participated for 8 years
now. Last year, generous citizens contributed about $6,800
to the Parks Division

The Park is much loved—annual visits nearly exceed 2 mil-
lion annually. We need your support to protect this jewel.
Donors can specify infrastructure, trails, wildland manage-
ment, infrasture, volunteer programs, and outreach.

Donating is easy: Online: 1) Go to www.nvcf.org 2) Select
_Bidwell Park | Chico Park Division. 3) Donate. Mail:

North Valley Community Foundation/ 3120 Cohasset Road, - >
Ste. 8/ Chico, CA 95973. Please make checks payable to:
Annie B’s/Bidwell Park/Chico Parks Division Caper Acres Renovation is a focus of this year’s Annie B’s Campaign.

Be a part of making the Park great.

At the May 27, Bidwell Park and Playgorund Commission meeting. Waste Management District Man-
ager Ryan West presented CNPS representative Susan Mason with a large check in the amount of
$4,000 for disposal and other costs to remove invasive plants on City parks and greenways and other
areas.

The award came to the Mount Lassen Chapter California Native Plant Society (CNPS) for a Keep
American Beautiful Waste Management grant to support invasive plant removal on City of Chico parks
and other areas.
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One Mile Lights re-
|placed

Ben Lepe gets a towering view of Caper Acres as he

4 trades out old energy inefficient fixtures with Light Emit-
ting Diodes (LED) at the One Mile Recreation Area in

July.

The Bidwell Park Pulse
The Bidwell Park Pulse is a
quarterly newsletter of the City
of Chico’s Parks, Open Spaces,
Greenways, and Preserves Divi-
sion. The Parks Division is part | CITYoFCHICO
of the Public Works Depart-

ment, and is responsible for maintaining and oper- &
ating City parks, open space, and recreation areas
including Bidwell Park, Children's Playground,
Depot Park, City Plaza, Lindo Channel, Little :
Chico Creek Greenway, Teichert Ponds, and other
preserves. Parks Division programs include:
Maintenance, Ranger, Lifeguard, and Volunteer
Programs.

1 Lepe of the City’s Public Works Department works on the
City’s Street lights and has been working with park crews
| to install the LED’s that will reduce City maintenance and

City of Chico Mission

To protect and enhance our community’s quality
of life for present and future generations.

| The project will be completed by August and park visitors
will notice the difference as the days grow shorter this fall.

Bidwell Park and Playground Commis- s % &
sion (BPPC) 12 and A :

The BPPC is vested with the supervision, control

and management of many public parks and play-  HHOW does the City Save Water in Public

grounds within the City. Commissioners: Mary H 2

Brentwood, Clay Craig, Lisa Emmerich, Mark P I an tl n g S:

Herrera, Jim Mikles, Jim Moravec, Richard Ober

(Chair). Staff Liaison: Vacant, Contact Parks. The City does a variety of things to reduce water use. Here’s a list: Irrigation is turned

off during the months of December through February. Any necessary irrigation during

_Contfact ‘ hot i Sy this time is performed via a temporary manual program. The system is to be checked
Sgﬁialcirss’.commen S, O phioto contributions: prior to irrigation. Sites that have “annual color” plantings, have only that station irri-
Parks Division gate.

Public Works Department

411 Main Street| P.O. Box 3420 An annual “start-up” irrigation system check is performed and repairs made for every

Chico. CA 95927-3420 site. It’s usually done between January 15th and March 15th. The public may see active
Phone:  (530) 896-7800 or (530) 894-4200 irrigation during the day when system checks are performed. However, irrigation is pro-
Fax: (530) 895-4731 grammed to water at night.
Email:  parkinfo@chico.ca.us L . L .
Web:  www.chicoca.gov Weekly irrigation checks are performed during the irrigation season for every site. Small

repairs are made within 24 hours of detection or notification. Large repairs that require
proposed work are mitigated by turning broken systems or components off until full
repair can be made.

Turf is irrigated at 90% of ET. Shrubs and ground covers are irrigated at 70% of ET.
Proper head alignment, arc and nozzle adjustments, pressure adjustments and proper
“soak-time” programming is required to minimize or eliminate run-off and over-spray.

Wood chip/shred is placed to cover bare soil to reduce evaporation and moderate soil
temperatures. Water meters are checked once a month to see if they are spinning while
no irrigation is running.

Unneeded heads or nozzles are capped. During 2012/2013, the City changed over 2,000
nozzles to Precision nozzles to reduce water waste. There is daily/weekly communica-
tion with our landscape contractor, promoting quality and efficient performance. Field
inspections occur for monitoring and verification.

Product and design changes are considered in locations where the original design is old,
deteriorated and no longer aligns with industry consciousness. We are presently evalu-
ating landscape sites that may be used to replant with drought tolerant/low-water-use
plants, when funding is available.

Encampment cleanup  Some of the materials

removed from a clean-up in June.

I hope this helps others to know that we are mindful of the need and emphasize the im-
portance to actively conserve water. We strive to improve and are open to helpful infor-
mation and ideas.


http://www.ci.chico.ca.us/
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Park I’attner Sotltb t

The 25th annual “Hooked on Fishing, not on Drugs”** children’s
event last weekend at Horseshoe Lake in Chico’s Upper Bidwell
Park was again highly successful, although attendance dipped a bit
from last year. Approximately 2,000 children showed up to catch
their first fish, a decrease from last year’s estimate of 2,800 kids.

Due to drought conditions, 7-acre Horseshoe Lake was down to
about 5 acres, causing usually productive spots to be too shallow
for consistent fishing. The bite was very good from 7 AM until
about 9 AM, but after that time, an extra-long cast was needed to
keep getting into the fish zone. The grade of catfish was excellent,
with most fish being in the 2 to 4-pound class, and several pushing
10 pounds were beached.

Typical of the young anglers in attendance was 11-year old Isabella
Gaines of Chico. “This was the first fish I ever caught” said Isabella
about the plump 5-pound whiskerfish she gripped tlghtly with both

hands. “I love catching fish, and I almost fell

122

into the water this one was so big!

In the special “Huck Finn’s Pond” area, the
littlest anglers age 1 to 5 found that the fish
were always biting. Toddlers and even kids
in strollers found that water-filled livestock
troughs and pre-hooked catfish were the
answer to short attention spans. Over 300
little ones left the kiddie pool area with a
nice catfish and numerous memories.
Among the volunteers in this area was Alex
Klein of the Chico State Bass Team, who
remarked, “It’s is really great to be part of
the very first fishing experience for most of
these kids.”

A special program run by the Chico Bass
Club and Shakespeare Fishing Tackle
awards a new rod and reel combo to any
child who catches and releases one of the
lake’s resident bass, carp, or bullheads. A
total of 14 Shakespeare combos were award-
ed this year, 1 for a bass, 4 for bullheads,
and 9 for carp.

Summer 2014

A small cluster of the fishing poles used for
the event, stand prepped and ready.

[photo credit: Nick Hannah]

The yeoman task
of cleaning the

To donate, volunteer, or for more information:

hundreds of catfish Call: 530-891-4757

fell to the Chico Email: Steve Carson <scarson@sunset.net>
Rotary.Clubs. LS Visit on-line: https://www.facebook.com/
POENTEHVE YIS haoes/Hooked-on-Fishing/368678556513424

lar aquarium dis-
play of the fish, amphibian, and invertebrate life of the lake is run
by the Chico Area Flyfishers. The 500 loaner rods are rigged up by
the Chico Bass Club and Paradise Bass Club. The loaner tackle
included special Danielson “Enviro-Quest Steel” sinkers, as re-
quired by lake regulations, and the Chico Rod and Gun Club gener-
ously allowed the use of their on-site facilities.

Less than half of the 8,000 pounds of catfish stocked for the event
were harvested, and the remainder will provide an opportunity for
kids to fish in this popular city park lake for the rest
of the summer; assuming it does not dry up com-
pletely with the drought. The big stocking of catfish
carries a $25,000 invoice, so financial sponsors are
vital. Key donors included; Friends of Rollo, Cali-
fornia Inland Fisheries Foundation, Chico Rotary
Clubs, Chico Area Flyfishers, Bryan V. Kerchal
Memorial, Butte County Fish and Game Commis-
sion, Shakespeare Fishing Tackle.

Event chairman [and co-founder] Pete Giampaoli
said “Our goal is for every child to have the oppor-
tunity to catch a fish, and hopefully give them an
alternative to the many negative influences that are
all around them. Fishing is a sport that anyone can
participate in for their entire life. I would also really
like to thank all of our great volunteers and those

\ { Who contributed to help make this event possible.”

- Steve Carson Hooked on Fishing Volunteer
***HOOKED ON FISHING, NOT ON DRUGS”

il [S A PROGRAM OF THE AMERICAN SPORT-
® FISHING ASSOCIATION.


https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hooked-on-Fishing/368678556513424
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hooked-on-Fishing/368678556513424

Park Division/Street Trees Division
Public Works Department

411 Main Street | PO Box 3420

CITYSHICOJ Chico, CA 95927

New Chico Bike Maps!
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Now available from the Parks office (2nd
Floor 411 Main Street) or you friendly, local

Ranger.
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