Park Division
General Services Department

965 Fir Street | PO Box 3420
Chico, CA 95927

CITYOorCHICO
INC 1872

Donate to Chico’s Park &

Greenways!

_ Yes, I would like to help Bidwell Park & City

'Greenways!

' My donation selection and method of support is checked below. I understand that

:my contribution is tax deductible (IRS Publication 526 (2012) p. 2).

; O Caper Acres (99170) O Park Improvements (99171) [ Trails (99174)
i [ Park Infrastructure (99172) [ General Donation [ Park Intern (99173)

é [ Vegetation Management (99175)

i Name Address

; City State Zip

- Enclosed please find my support in the amount of: $

: [ My check is attached (Please make payable to Chico Parks Division)

! [ Please bill my credit Card ($20.00 minimum)

é Ll Visa L MasterCard ~ Card # : Exp.

i Please clip and return to City of Chico/Parks Division/Donations/965 Fir Street/ Chico, CA

195926

i For official use only 050-000-46001/ -000-3990

1
Answer io “Where is it? """ This blue oak is near Hillview Terrace Preserve.

Caper Acres Needs your

Help!

The Park Division and the Bidwell Park and
Playground Commission have been gathering
public input on a plan to address improvements
that lessen the maintenance load and costs,
improve safety, and retain Caper Acres unique
character.

In the next few month, we will be developing a
Master Renovation Plan that will identify
priorities and costs.

In anticipation, the City has created a separate
fund for this effort and citizens may make
donations by using the attached form.
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Quarterly Newsletter of the City of Chico’s Park Division

Chico Named Tree City USA for

Arbor Day Foundation recertified Chico as a 2013 Tree City
USA recipient. This is Chico’s 30 year with the program.
The Tree City USA program is a national program that
provides the framework for community forestry
management for cities and
towns across America.
Communities achieve Tree
City USA status by
meeting four core standards
of sound wurban forestry
management: maintaining a
tree board or department,
having a community tree
ordinance, spending at least
$2 per capita on urban
forestry and celebrating
Arbor Day.

Although the Street Trees

Division suffered severe
cuts to staff in 2013, several
initiatives ~ are  moving
forward. Council
reauthorized the rehiring of
a Senior Tree Worker, the
City issued an emergency
tree services contract, and
staff streamlined the
process to provide
information on claims and tree permits.

The Bidwell Park and Playground Commission’s Tree
Committee is working on the Urban Forest Management
Plan, exploring a simplified permit process, and developing
a protocol for allowing organizations to aid with tree
planting and formative pruning in the City’s Right of Way.

Horseshoe Lake Trail Opening on June 6th

New crossing over the spillway.

The Park Division will host a ribbon cutting and opening for a segment of renovated trail that
connects parking lots to the Horseshoe Lake fishing pier. The trail, on the south side of the
lake, provide all ability access for visitors and connects ADA (Americans with Disabilities
Act) parking spots with the pier. The pier provides a viewing platform, fly-fishing casting
practice, and fishing opportunities. State grant funding paid for the work, with Parks Crews
overseeing the efforts of the local California Conservation Corps Chico office.

A short ribbon cutting ceremony will start at 11 am on Friday, June 6th with Park Division
staff available to answer questions. The opening precedes National Trail Day on June 7th.

For more information, contact the Park Division at 530-896-7800.
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The Bidwell Park Pulse

The Bidwell Park Pulse is a quarterly newslet-
ter of the City of Chico’s Parks, Open Spaces,
Greenways, and Preserves Division. The Parks
Division is part of the Public Works Depart-
ment, and is responsible for maintaining and
operating City parks, open space, and recrea-
tion areas including Bidwell Park, Children's
Playground, Depot Park, City Plaza, Lindo
Channel, Little Chico Creek Greenway,
Teichert Ponds, and other preserves. Parks
Division programs include: Maintenance,
Ranger, Lifeguard, and Volunteer Programs.

City of Chico Mission

To protect and enhance our community’s quali-
ty of life for present and future generations.

Bidwell Park and Playground Commis-
sion (BPPC)
The BPPC is vested with the supervision, con-
trol and management of many public parks and
playgrounds within the City. Commissioners:
Mary Brentwood, Clay Craig, Lisa Emmerich,
Mark Herrera, Jim Mikles, Jim Moravec,
Richard Ober (Chair). Staff Liaison: Lise
Smith-Peters, Management Analyst
Contact
Questions, comments, or photo contributions?
Contact us:

Parks Division

Public Works Department

965 Fir Street | P.O. Box 3420

Chico, CA 95927-3420
Phone:  (530) 896-7800 or (530) 894-4200
Fax: (530) 895-4731
Email:  parkinfo@ci.chico.ca.us
Web: www.ci.chico.ca.us

To Volunteer, check out the webpage calendar!

About the Banner Photo: Council Ring in
Lower Park.

Park Postcard: _

Bidwell Park Pulse Volume 5, Issue 2

Staft Spotlight:

Lise Smith-Peters Recognized by
BPPC

Lise joined the Park Division in March 2006 to help build the volunteer program, and her
duties quickly expanded to help support other park duties such as serving as the Bidwell
Park and Playground Commission (BPPC) liaison.

Lise is very social and has a knack for recruiting volunteers and helped build a program
with thousands of volunteers and 20,000 volunteer hours annually. She also put in the
time to learn about native plants and the problems caused by invasive plants.

In her position, Lise demonstrated a strong dedication to City Parks, often attending late
night City meetings and then working with volunteers early the next morning or on week-
ends.

Lise leaves the City to become an Advancement Associate with the College of Behavioral
and Social Sciences at CSU Chico.

We will miss Lise’s dedication to the Park and big Texas laugh, and wish her the best in
her new endeavor.

Former Park Services Analyst/ V olunteer Coordinator Lise Smith Peters recognized at the
2/ 24/ 14 Bidwell Park and Playground Commission Meeting.

Where is it? This is one of the first
Heritage Trees in the program? This
handsome blune oak has a diameter at
breast height (dbh) of 53”. Do you know
where it is?  Answer on p.4.

Bidwell Park Pulse

Wet Weather Trail Closures:

Spring 2014
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Why are Trail Closures Shorter in the Spring Than Winter?

Staff have recently fielded questions regarding the variable length of
closures associated with rainy weather. While this may be obvious to
people familiar with the concept of evapotranspiration (or living thru

The last row of the table shows an example of the number of days to
evaporate 0.25 in. It takes about 6.15 days in January and 0.68 days in

a Chico Summer), it may not be to the general public. Staff developed July to evaporate the 0.25 inches. In other words it takes nearly 10

the information below to show the underlying science between evapo-
transpiration and months of the year.

The Table shows “evaporative pan” data from 1905 to 2005. Evapo-
ration is shown on the top row for each month. Not surprisingly,
January exhibits the least (1.26 in), while July has the most (11.48 in).
The difference between average daily rainfall and average daily evapo-
ration is show in the graph below.

times longer for the same amount of rain to dry off in the winter than
it does in the summer.

Bikes, horses, and even foot traffic can increase erosion and trail dam-
age, and Upper and Middle Park are closed after rains. If a trail is
muddy, tread lightly and please use Upper Park Road.

-Dan Efseaff, Park and Natural Resource Manager

LOCATION JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP ocT NOV DEC Trend
CHICO EXPERIMENT STN 1.26 213 3.82 5.63 8.28 10.11 11.48 9.71 7.36 4.46 2.09 1.3 Y || [ I
Analysis

Ave. Evaporation per day 0.041 0.076 0.123 0.188 0.267 0.337 0.370 0.313 0.245 0.144 0.070 0.042 | __.anlll§.__
Ave PPT (inches) 5.00 3.70 382 1.61 0.71 0.39 0.04 0.16 0.55 1.50 3.54 390 Mmn._____. 1]
Ave. PPT per day (inches) 0.186 0.13 0.12 0.05 0.02 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.02 0.05 0.12 013  MMpe_____a 1]
Ave. Days to evaperate Ave.Rainfall 3.97 1.74 0.85 0.29 0.08 0.04 0.00 0.02 0.07 0.34 1.70 300 M. i
Ave. Days to evaporate 0.25 inch 6.15 3.29 203 1.33 0.94 0.74 0.68 0.80 1.02 1.74 3.59 596 Ma.._____. al
Notes:

Data from average evaporation pan measurements from 1905 - 2005. These estimates are 0.7-0.8 of the expected evaporation from the surface.

http:/iwww.wree.dri.edu/htmifiles/west

Average Daily Rainfall vs. Daily Evaporation
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