
 

 

State Route 32 Widening Project (Phase 1):  
Construction to Commence Soon 

 
What is this project?   
Phase 1 of the State Route 32 Widening project consists 
of construction of safety, circulation and aesthetic 
enhancements to bicycle, pedestrian and vehicle 
facilities on State Route 32 (East of State Route 99) 
between the East end of the Park and Ride Lots to El 
Monte Avenue. Following is general information 
regarding project construction, with more detailed 
information to follow in recurring updates e-mailed to 
stakeholders and interested parties.    
 

This is the first phase of a multiple-phased project which 
will result in the conversion of State Route 32 (East of 
State Route 99) from a 2 lane undivided highway to a 4 
lane divided highway with median.  Phase 1 of the 
project will remove and replace existing trees and 
landscaping, construct decorative precast concrete 
sound walls, plant new  trees and landscaping, widen the 
roadway and Dead Horse Slough bridge from 2 to 4 
lanes with median, open up a 2nd left turn lane on Forest 
Avenue, and modify existing traffic signals. 
 
The removal of existing trees and landscaping and 
installation of the soundwall will occur mostly on the 
north side of the roadway.  The look of this area will 
change significantly and will improve over time.  While 
trees and landscaping will be replanted, expectation 
should be set that it will take some years until the trees 
and landscaping become established. 
 

What improvements are expected with the project? 

 Reduce traffic delays  
 Reduce emissions resulting from idling vehicles 
 Provide bicycle facilities at Forest Avenue 
 Provide pedestrian safety improvements using 

pedestrian countdown signals at Forest Avenue  
 Provide additional capacity needed to 

accommodate approved and planned 
development 

 Correct operational and safety concerns 
 Help maintain and improve connectivity between 

neighborhoods 
 

Where is this project located?  
The Phase 1 project footprint includes State 
Route 32 (East of State Route 99) between the 
East end of the Park and Ride Lots to El Monte 
Avenue. Specific construction zones will be 
localized depending on project staging. (See map 
on reverse for current phase construction 
location.)  
 

How long is the project duration?  
Construction work is anticipated June 2014 
through January 2015.  
 
What work is currently expected to be 
occurring? 
In the beginning of June, work is expected to 
include removal of existing trees and vegetation, 
installation of construction signage, traffic control 
devices and storm water protection measures 
(weather permitting). More specific project 
scheduling will be made available periodically as 
it is developed.  
 

What are the traffic impacts?  
The City will work with the Contractor to 
coordinate traffic control. The project area may be 
periodically subject to minor delays and traffic 
controls (i.e. temporary lane reductions, flaggers, 
etc.). Drivers are encouraged to allow additional 
time in their schedules and to find alternative 
routes, if possible. Access to all residences, 
businesses and schools within the construction 
zone will be maintained throughout the duration 
of the project. 

Safety Tips  
 Drive slowly and carefully through the 

construction area as some rough road 
surfaces may exist during construction. 

 Be alert for construction workers and large 
equipment, such as backhoes, graders and 
trucks. 

 Obey all construction signs and directions 
from traffic control flaggers.  
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Who is the Prime Contractor?   
Knife River Construction is the Prime Contractor 
 
Who is administering the construction contract? 
City staff is teaming with Vali Cooper & Associates to 
administer the construction contract on behalf of the City 
 
Need more information?   
The City appreciates your patience and understanding 
during the completion of this project. Please feel free to 
contact City staff or the Contractor should you need 
additional information. The City will be providing more 
information in the near future. The Contractor will notify 
businesses and/or residents at least 72 hours prior to the 
commencement of any construction activities that occur 
directly affecting their properties. For more information 
please refer to the City Capital Project Services website 
at www.ci.chico.ca.us Pull down the Departments drop 
down menu and select Capital Project Services.  The 
same webpage can also be accessed at weblink below: 
www.ci.chico.ca.us/capital_project_services/home_page.asp 
 
Like to receive email of recurring construction 
updates? 
Recurring construction updates will be by email only to 
stakeholders and interested parties who have requested 

to receive them.  Email is being used as an 
efficient communication technology and to 
address limited City resources.  If you would like 
to receive recurring construction updates by 
email, email your request to the following email 
address:  update32@chicoca.gov 
 
 

 
 

Area of Construction Activities (June 2014 through January 2015) 
 

 

CONTACT PHONE NUMBERS (Area Code – 530) 
 
Capital Project Services Department 879-6900
Police Dispatch (use this number for 895-4911
immediate assistance from 5PM - 8AM) 
 
Design Questions (City) 
Bob Greenlaw, Senior Civil Engineer 879-6930
Craig Murray, Associate Civil Engineer 879-6931
 
Construction Issues (City/Vali Cooper & Associates) 
Brendan Ottoboni, Resident Engineer (925) 628-6196
Tyler Bodnar, Construction Inspector 624-9345
 
Knife River Construction (Contractor) 
Jim Bennett 891-6555
24-hour Contractor contact 891-6555
 


